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With a deadline passing, Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown and Irvington, are among
Westchester communities losing $5.2 million in federal grants allocated for local projects; however, County Executive Rob Astorino has proposed a way to replace the funding.
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development set a May 7 deadline for
the county to agree to its terms to unravel zoning rules that it charges impede affordable
housing for minorities in 31 of its municipalities. Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown and Irvington are not among them. The requirement stems from a 2009 settlement by Westchester
of a legal suit brought by HUD.
Because of the ongoing stalemate in which Astorino’s refutes HUD’s claims, the county had already forfeited $7.4 million last year in HUD’s community development block
grants allocated in 2011. The HUD grants filter through the county to local communities.
In his State of the County speech last week. Astorino proposed that Westchester “opt
out” of the HUD program and create its own block grant program to come up with
the $5.2 million, which he said would be “financed through a bond issue. All the same
rules will apply and the county will handle the administrative processes, which it already
does,” he stated.
“Financing a $5 million program will cost each
household in Westchester about $1 dollar a year,” he
said. “This initiative will remove the stranglehold that
HUD has been using in its attempt to dismantle our
local zoning.” He added that,” Westchester is ahead of
schedule in meeting its obligations to have 750 units
of affordable housing built in the settlement’s 31 communities.”
Sleepy Hollow Administrator Anthony Giaccio places the total loss to his village from allocated grants at
$613,750 despite the fact that the village is not among
the targeted municipalities. A $200,000 grant in 2011
for “streetscape” improvements was not forthcoming
and $155,000 for Beekman Avenue street lighting has
been lost, as will a $108,750 HUD grant for sidewalk
improvements on North Broadway. Giaccio said that
millions of dollars in past HUD funding had been
used to improve Sleepy Hollow’s infrastructure.
A project labeled, “Village-wide Sewer and Manhole
Rehabilitation” is on hold according to Tarrytown Administrator Michael Blau because of the likely loss of
$148,000 already allocated in a community development block grant. Blau said Tarrytown’s shortfall from
HUD funding over the past two years has amounted
to “at least a couple of hundred thousand dollars.”
While there are “no current grant projects underway,” according to Irvington Administrator Lawrence
Schopfer, his village had been allocated $200,000 for
Continued on page 24

Fun in the Sun: More than 1,600 ducks were sold at the 7th annual Rotary
Duck Derby and Family YMCA Healthy Kids Day April 26 at Patriot’s Park. See
page 20 for more photos and story.

Community Rallies to Support
Ailing Tarrytown Business Owner
by Dorothy Conigliaro

There is truth to the old adage: The whole
is greater than the sum of its parts. In this
case it was neighbors and friends uniting
to make a difference in the life of Jill Rose,
owner of Chiboust Bistro in Tarrytown.
Rose was 49 when diagnosed with stage 3
breast cancer in January 2013. The following month, she began four cycles of chemotherapy and double mastectomy, where 23
positive lymph nodes were removed with
unclear margins. After recovering from
surgery she received an additional eight
cycles of chemotherapy, followed by eight
weeks of radiation. Hopefully, that would
have been the beginning of Rose’s return to
a normal life, but it was not to be, at least
not yet. Her evaluation in early December
2013 and a follow-up MRI revealed lesions
in the liver and subsequent tests showed
that her illness had now metastasized into
a still more aggressive form of cancer.
Rose was now faced with big decisions
and even bigger medical bills, all while
struggling to keep her business thriving.
Although she had little savings and inad-

equate insurance, she was determined to
find the best possible treatment options —
locally, nationally or abroad. That’s when
Rose’s neighbors took up her cause, to
raise the money needed to give her the best
possible care. Help came in many forms

Jill Rose, owner of Chiboust Bistro in
Tarrytown

and from many places in the community.
Fundraisers and private donations soon
filled the coffers in support of the woman
whose strength of spirit and character fueled her ambition to find answers for herself — and others like her.
Continued on page 9

www.thehudsonindependent.com

Accused Tarrytown Shooter Free on $50,000 Bail Until Trial
by Robert Kimmel

Eric Gaulin, charged with second degree manslaughter and criminally negligent homicide for the fatal shooting of his
girlfriend in Tarrytown last Labor Day, remains free on $50,000 bail until his trial,
likely not to take place until next fall.
Gaulin pleaded “not guilty” to the charges imposed during a State Supreme Court
arraignment last month in White Plains.
If found guilty of those charges stemming from the shooting death of Megan
Bookstaver, 23, in a West Main Street
townhouse, Gaulin faces a maximum sentence of from five to 15 years in prison. His
lawyer, Andrew Rubin, who maintains the
shooting was “a tragic accident,” met with

prosecutors in White Plains later in April,
but nothing has been disclosed about that
meeting.
The County District Attorney’s Office
stressed that the length of time between
the shooting and charges being leveled,
more than seven months, was required for
a thorough investigation of the case.
A meeting with prosecutors for the “determination of readiness for a trial appearance” is scheduled for July, but barring any
further developments, such as a guilty plea
to the lesser of the charges, manslaughter,
little would detour a trial. Manslaughter
in the second degree is defined in the New
York State Penal Code as recklessly causing
the death of another person.
The shooting took place September 2,
2013 on the fourth floor of the Gaulin

family’s residence at the time, in the Hudson Harbor complex. Gaulin, 25, reportedly was handling a rifle when the shooting
occurred. Authorities have been reluctant
to identify the third person in the room, a
young man.
Gaulin’s father, Robert, a Manhattan
entertainment lawyer, was at home in a
downstairs room with his wife, who was
the person who reportedly made an emergency 911 call after the shooting.
Both Gaulin, who lives in Elmsford,
and the deceased, Bookstaver, who lived
in Hicksville, Long Island, were gun enthusiasts, familiar with weapons, and had
fired rifles at shooting ranges. On the day
of the shooting, according to the District
Attorney’s Office , “ the defendant, his now
deceased girlfriend, and a mutual friend,

spent time together at the Palisades Center Mall in Rockland County. They went
to the Dick’s Sporting Goods store where
they purchased a Savage Arms Axis 243
caliber rifle for the victim in a pink and
black camouflage color, along with a box of
ammunition for a 308 caliber Winchester
rifle owned by the defendant.”
The D.A.’s report when on to relate that,
“They all then went to the defendant’s
home in Tarrytown. The defendant then
took out several other rifles that he had in
his possession at the house. At about 4:20
p.m. a shot rang out and the victim was
struck in the face by a projectile from one
of the rifles. Family members in the house
called 911. Tarrytown police and EMS responded but the victim was pronounced
dead at the scene.”

Officer Cleared of Wrongdoing Dr. Becker Hired to Oversee MultiSpecialty Group at Phelps
in Death of SH High Grad
By Rick Pezzullo
By Rick Pezzullo

A Nassau County police officer was
cleared of wrongdoing last month in the
fatal shooting of a 2010 Sleepy Hollow
High School graduate in an off campus
apartment near Hofstra University in Long
Island last year.
In a report released in early April, Nassau County District Attorney Kathleen
Rice concluded Officer Nikolas Budimlic
would not face any criminal changes in
the May 17, 2013 incident that took the
life of Andrea Rebello, who was a junior
at Hofstra.
Rebello, her identical twin sister Jessica and two other individuals were in the
apartment when convicted felon, Dalton
Smith, 30, wearing a ski mask, broke in

at about 2 a.m. and demanded money.
When police arrived, Smith, who had an
outstanding warrant for violating parole,
had Andrea in a headlock and pointed a
gun at Budimlic.
The officer fired eight shots, seven of
which hit and killed Smith, and one that
struck Rebello. She was pronounced dead
at the hospital. She was later buried at
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery.
“It is clear that Officer Budimlic’s intention was to shoot Smith and not Andrea
Rebello,” Rice stated in her report. “While
her death is tragic, the law regarding justification is clear: a justification defense is
applicable to any use of force, even if that
use has unintended consequences.”
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Dr. Richard Becker recently joined Phelps Memorial Hospital Center in
Sleepy Hollow to oversee
operations of a multi-specialty medical group.
Becker, 60, a well-known
board-certified
cardiologist who was affiliated with
Hudson Valley Hospital
Center in Cortlandt for 30 years, was chosen after a lengthy nationwide search to fill
a newly created position at Phelps as vice
president-physician administrator.
“It’s a new challenge for me and I’m very
thrilled to get it,” Becker said. “This opportunity literally fell on me and it felt right.
It’s a very defined mission.”

Keith Safian, president
and CEO of Phelps, said
Becker will serve as a key
liaison between the hospital
and 475 medical staff members.
“He will interface with
members of the medical staff
on collaborative initiatives
and will be a champion for
quality through evidencebased medicine, best practices and optimizing the use of electronic
health records,” Safian stated.
In addition, Becker will oversee Phelps
Medical Associates, which employs 34 clinicians in 12 practice locations, where he
“will be responsible for clinical quality and
patient satisfaction as well as recruiting new
physicians,” according to Safian.

www.thehudsonindependent.com
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Irvington Looks to Spruce
Up Main Street

Rendition of Main Street with trees and without overhead wires.

by Barrett Seaman

Imagine turning off Broadway on an evening and cruising down Irvington’s Main
Street towards the Hudson, your views of
the storefronts, restaurants and the river
beyond unfettered by those grotesque
strands of overhead wires stretched between lop-angled wooden poles. Instead,
Japanese Zalkova trees, Princeton Elms,
Honey Locusts and Red Maples, discreetly
under-lit by interspersing bollards, neatly
frame your vista. At each intersection,
distinctly marked crosswalks alert you to
pedestrian traffic. The ambience is one of
artistry, intentionality, prosperity.
Such is the vision of Irvington as conjured up by Saratoga Associates, a landscape architectural, engineering and planning firm retained by the village to explore
ways to improve the aesthetics and with it
the vitality of the village’s commercial center.
On the evening following Earth Day,
several dozen residents of the downtown
area gathered in Village Hall to hear what
Saratoga Associates had in mind for Main
Street’s future, while Saratoga Associates’
William Kuhl and Harriet Grimm sought
feedback from citizens as to what they
liked, didn’t like or still saw lacking in their
plan. The firm intends to conduct a survey
of residents and use the results to fine-tune
its recommendations, which it will present
at a public meeting June 5.
The preliminary plan outlined April 23
included 20 recommendations, most of
which were relatively inexpensive, practical steps the village could take to enhance
its “streetscape” environment: refreshing
and highlighting pedestrian crosswalks,
creating sidewalk extensions—particularly
at intersections; installing more attractive
streetlights, park benches and coordinated signage; creating continuous planting
strips between the sidewalk and the street
and improving storm water drainage.
But the centerpiece of the plan was to
bury the utility wires that currently run
overhead—up, down and across Irvington’s streets.

According to Saratoga Associates Principal William Kuhl, it would cost the
village some $12 million to bury the utility wires—and that would be for Main
Street only, leaving overhead wires along
residential side streets. Kuhl noted that if
the village took out a 30-year bond, the
cost to the village would then be about
$400,000-a-year plus interest.
Following the presentation, residents
were asked to comment, which many did.
While some quibbled with details—the
storm water recapture scheme, some aspects of the lighting, the effect of sidewalk
extensions on the ability to make u-turns—
most of the comments were constructive
and approving. Doug Wilson suggested
sidewalk markers indicating points of
historic significance. Michael Hannon
recommended a shuttle service running
up and down Main Street. Andy Lyons
wondered if the problematic 100-year-old
gas line might be repurposed to carry utility wires. Alan Richardson of South Eckar
Street said he hoped something could be
done to improve traffic flow—possibly
with roundabouts.
No one argued against burying the
wires. Most comments related to that key
element of the Saratoga Associates plan
focused on how to pay for what everyone
agreed would be a monumental—and
monumentally expensive—task. Was there
grant money out there to help underwrite
the project? Does Irvington’s newfound
status as an official Historic District give it
access to government funding?
Several residents asked whether the wires
on side streets could be buried as well,
which of course they could—at a cost that
might double the $12 million estimated
for Main Street alone. Still, it was clearly
important to many.
“The number one priority, preserving
the magnificent view, goes hand in hand
with burying the wires,” said Caren Donahue, a Main Street resident. “Somehow,
people [in other communities] are figuring
out how to do it. I just think it should be
our focus: wires first, planters second.”
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Welcome an international
student into your family

Host Families accommodate wonderful students from all over
the world who come to Tarrytown to improve their English!
Few experiences can spark an interest in the world like
welcoming an international student into your home. Host
families come in all shapes and sizes, and enjoy learning
about new cultures and sharing their own. We know the
decision to host is a big one, and it starts with a conversation.

Mentor an International Student
in the U.S. for the First Time

Mentor incoming international students who will be at the EF
school in Tarrytown and may be experiencing the U.S. for the
very first time. Help incoming international students adjust to
life as an ‘American.’ Invite your mentee over for a meal or
family get together. Head to the beach or a state park. Go to a
movie. Share a walk. Share a laugh. Learn about one another’s
cultures.
For more information, contact
International
Maria Phillips at (914) 597-7125
Language Schools
maria.phillips@EF.com, or

100 Marymount Avenue
Tarrytown, NY 10591
(914) 597-7100

Nadia Gomez at (914) 597-7104
nadia gomez@EF.com
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Private Tarrytown Parking Lot
Owner Toughens Restrictions;
Warns of Towing, Booting
one comes to the police department to say
their car was stolen, the police can say it was
Months after Mrs. Green’s Natural Market towed and by whom.”
opened in the former Tarrytown Gourmet
Many, like Brian McCormack, agree with
space, its landlord has a message for people the new policies.
who think the Propark America-managed
“I have no issue with the parking attenlot behind its store is village parking: Two dant or the business owners’ right to police
or tow.
that lot,” McCormack said. “As Sleepy Hol“The lot has been abused for a long time low and Tarrytown continue to grow, I’m
by people who park and walk to the station, more concerned about the traffic flow.”
or go to a doctor’s office,” Coco ManageSeveral mornings last winter, Arnau arment Inc. spokeswoman Sandy Arnau said. rived at the lot to find cars covered with
Any car parked for more than two hours, or snow “that hadn’t been moved all night.
whose owners shop
The lot next door is
anywhere other than ‘The lot has been abused for a long packed from early in
in CVS, Mrs. Green’s
the morning, yet its
and Pay/half, may be time by people who park and walk to two largest stores are
booted in the near fu- the station, or go to a doctor’s office.’ empty.”
—Sandy Arnau
ture.
Weekday parking
Longtime property
lot attendant Craig
owner Edward Coco
Stamford extended his
never did that, Arnau said, and it’s not hand and offered a smile when The Hudson
something his company wants to do. “Any Independent approached him for this story.
cars that were booted in the past may have
“It’s going well,” he said, as a car entering
been in the lot next door. It would be a last the lot from Central Avenue rolled down the
resort, and now it may not be necessary.”
passenger window to speak with him. “Some
Towing is another story.
people will park and then walk through, yet
“We tried to send a message one after- this (monitoring) keeps the lot safe for peonoon, when there were 10 to 15 cars in the ple who park here, too.”
lot,” she said. Although Mrs. Green’s hadn’t
Another attendant takes over on Saturdays
opened yet, and Pay/half had no customers, and Sundays.
its lot was full. “People complained (about
Village parking “is insane, and ticket pricit), so I backed off.”
es are too high,” Tarrytown resident Michael
Numerous signs indicate spots are for the Shanker said. He felt spot-searching can be
three stores’ customers
avoided if the village alonly; another sign at the
lowed parking in certain
Central Avenue entrance
areas — near the train
warns that Stiloski’s Towstation, or the former
ing will remove illegallyStriped Bass lot.
parked cars. CVS, Mrs.
“A shuttle from the
Green’s and Pay/half
station to the (Tarryemployees have permit
town) Music Hall so
parking stickers.
people wouldn’t worry
Pay/half employees are
about tickets, or incenthrilled about the new
tives like pre-theater disrules. “I used to get here
counts to food venue,”
at 9:30 in the morning,
Shanker suggested. “It
and there were no spots,”
would save the village
one manager said. “Now
money, and enhance
there’s parking for us.
everyone’s experience” if
Our customers are hapthey didn’t have to worry
py about it, too.”
about parking.
The village, including
Years ago, the village
the police, is neither inallowed parking at train
volved in decisions about
station lots during evehow to enforce parking
ning hours, he said, and
in private lots nor has
ran a shuttle into downjurisdiction over private lots. “So if they (lot town that “was ultimately scrapped for lack
owners) choose to boot, that is their deci- of use. The village at one time spoke about
sion,” Village Administrator Michael Blau leasing the parking lot or establishing a pubsaid.
lic private partnership to construct a deck
Each parking lot owner is responsible for and to operate the parking lot,” Blau said.
informing patrons who use each lot about
Blau said the parking lots in question are
parking regulations, and penalties for disre- owned by the village, which authorizes their
garding them.
use for Yankee games free of charge for vil“Pursuant to the County Consumer Pro- lage residents, and $10 for non-residents
tection Act, a tow operator is required to only who don’t have commuter parking perprovide notice to the police department if mits.
a car is booted or towed off of private propContinued on page 10
erty,” Blau explained. “The reason is if someby Janie Rosman
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Another Step Taken in GM’s
Push to Sell Vacant Sleepy
Hollow Parcel
by Robert Kimmel

General Motors LLC has taken a further
step confirming its intention to sell its vacant riverside tract in Sleepy Hollow to a
developer. The move is aimed at modifying some provisions of an intricate 1985
agreement with the Mount Pleasant Industrial Development Agency which GM
states would be an “obstacle,” and possibly “complicate and delay” the sale of the
property were they not changed.
The original arrangement was associated
with the deal that allowed the old GM
plant to make relatively small payments in
lieu of taxes in order to keep it operating in
Sleepy Hollow. GM gave the property title
to the IDA as security for the issuance of
bonds and leased the land while, in fact, it
remained the beneficial owner.
The old GM, changed to General Motors LLC when it filed for bankruptcy in
2009, assumed it would receive control of
the entire property as the agreement states,
when the bonds were paid off. However,
according to the special permit issued to
GM by the Village of Sleepy Hollow, the
96-acre property must be subdivided when
it is sold.
As Sleepy Hollow Mayor Ken Wray recently pointed out, “when it is sold, part
of it will be given to the village, part of it
will go to Historic Hudson Valley, and the
remainder will go to the developer.” The
Industrial Development Agency would
have to consent to the subdivision before
it releases the deed to GM. Once provided
with the subdivision’s detailed plans, it is
expected to agree.
A White Plains law firm representing
GM, Cuddy & Feder, presented the requests to IDA in a letter last month which
also spelled out a requirement for the recording of multiple deeds when the property is transferred along with the need for

the IDA’s general consent to the subdivisions.
Wray described the action “encouraging”
for the village which is eagerly anticipating
the property’s return to the regular tax rolls
when purchased by a developer. The village’s special permit allows the developer
to build as many as 1,177 residential units
and approximately 170,000 square feet
of retail space and office space, including
a 140-room hotel on just more than half
of the site. A space of about eight acres,
for village services would take up part of
the remainder , along with about 28 acres,
most of the East Parcel, going to Historic
Hudson Valley for improvement of the
Phillipsburg Upper Mills historic site.
GM has apparently reached an agreement to sell the property, which it vacated
in 1996, to an alliance of two development
companies, Diversity Realty Developers,
of New Jersey, and SunCal, a California
developer. Details of the deal have not
been made public.
Assuming the accord is finalized and
the developers take over the property, the
$140,000 a year payment the village now
receives from GM in lieu of taxes, (PILOT), would reportedly turn into property tax payments of at least a $1 million
for the village. For the Tarrytown School
District, a $240,000 annual PILOT, would
end and an estimated $2 million in annual
taxes would begin to benefit the schools.
The takeover by a developer would also
mark a successful end to GM’s long effort to sell the site which has overcome a
number of hurdles, including the backing
off of a deal by one developer, negotiating
an appropriate special permit with Sleepy
Hollow, and a settlement of a lawsuit by
Tarrytown against Sleepy Hollow over potential parking problems caused by the size
of the development.

Some winners of Tarrytown Easter Egg Hunt with baskets of goodies.
— Sunny Mclean photo
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Village of Sleepy Hollow Taxes to Rise 5.6%
by Elaine Marranzano

Property taxes collected by the Village of
Sleepy Hollow will rise 5.6% percent for
single-family homes and 6.5% for other
properties in fiscal year 2014-2015
The Board of Trustees approved the budget on April 29, one day ahead of schedule
after a series of public hearings and work
sessions aimed at reducing a proposed tax
increase of nearly 11%.
On a tax bill of $20,000, the village tax
hike translates to approximately $224 annu-

ally as only about 20% of a property owner’s
total tax bill goes to the village. The schools
get 60% of property tax dollars with the remainder being split between the county and
the Town of Mt. Pleasant.
While the village will retain management
of Kingsland Point Park after public opposition to giving it back to the county, the
overtime budgets of the department of public works (DPW) and the police department
will be slashed for a $105,000 savings. As
a result, garbage will no longer be collected
from public receptacles in the inner village

on Sundays when DPW union employees
are paid double-time. In addition, the cost
of police overtime for special events, such
as the half-marathon, will now be charged
back to the event organizers as opposed to
being paid by the village.
An $85,000 savings on the village liability
insurance was found after the policy was put
out to bid. In addition, the village’s first tax
lien sale in 20 years is expected to raise at
least $400,000 on May 7.
The trustees reduced the village contingency fund for unforeseen expenses by

$175,000 and increased the amount of
money expected to be generated by building
department fees associated with completion
of the River’s Edge complex this year. The
board also reconfigured existing money in
the building department to allow for the addition of a full-time clerical employee.
The total cost of running the village is
$20.5 million, the largest portion of which
($4.3 million) is employee benefits. The village employs 60 full-time people and pays
health insurance for an additional 52 retirees.

Tarrytown Board Votes to Exceed Tax Cap Just in Case
by Rick Pezzullo

For the third consecutive year, the Village
of Tarrytown Board of Trustees voted to
exceed the state mandated tax levy cap as a
precautionary measure.
Tarrytown Village Administrator Michael
Blau explained the village was actually about

$4,900 below the cap in its 2014-15 budget
but passing the legislation to exceed the cap
protects the village from any penalties in case
any mistakes were made in calculations.
“It’s kind of a belt and suspenders thing,”
Blau remarked. “There’s no downside to
passing the law, so why not do it?”
Taxes will rise 3.5% under the budget ap-

proved by the Board of Trustees on April 30.
For the average single-family homeowner in
the village, the tax increase would translate
to an additional $158.
Blau said the spending plan was fiscally
responsible and contained no layoffs or cuts
in village services.
In putting together the budget, Blau ex-

plained he had to account for the loss of
$342,125 in assessables, a 9.2% increase
in workers compensation insurance and a
$42,500 increase in the Fire Department
budget. An additional $23,000 was also
added to the snow removal budget following this year’s brutal winter.

RSHM Life Center Students Benefit from New Computers
by Janie Rosman

Students at the RSHM Life Center’s
Valley Street location turned to their new
Google Chromebooks, a helpful new addition to their After School Program.
“They had lots of questions about Rotary and looked online for the Rubber
Ducky Derby,” Rotary Club of the Tarrytowns past President Margaret Black said
after visiting the fourth and fifth graders
last month. She and Rotary president-elect

Gary Solomon, Assistant Vice President
and Branch Manager, Tompkins National
Bank, were beneficial in ensuring they
keep up with their studies when the school
day ends.
With help from a grant application written by Black, Operations Manager at Allan Block Insurance Agency, and funding
from the bank, Life Center Executive Director Sr. Susan Gardella purchased seven
Chromebooks and secured additional
funds for a computer person to set up the
network.

Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
19 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
Bus. 914-591-7800
Fax 877-462-3096
jean.sears@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

8 Main Street, Tarrytown
(Across from the Music Hall)

Archival Framing • Mirrors • Shadow Boxes • Poster Framing
Art-Frame Restoration • Installation Service
Corporate Accounts Welcome · Discounts for Artists
N

EW
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S

Ted Howell, owner • 914-332-5200
Monday thru Friday 10 - 6 • Sat 10 - 5 • Sunday Closed
“Four Generations of Fine Framing”
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It’s not the first time
the bank and the Rotary
Club assisted the Life
Center, which received
the maximum $1,500
amount, Gardella explained. At an earlier
time, the English as a
Second Language adult
education program received funds for Rosetta
Stone® materials.
Focus then turned to
kids in the After School
Program who didn’t
have computer access at
home with their different school assignments.
“Chromebooks are por- Children use new computers at RSHM Life Center.
table and user-friendly,
and not terribly susceptible to viruses,” Gardella said. “Kids use
The panels are angled to attract the most
them to boost their literacy in dual-lan- sunlight, which sends electricity made into
guage classes.”
the building’s meters, causing them to run
Students can reinforce what they learned backwards.
during the day, or work on specific home“They provide electricity to the buildwork assignments, by logging into their ing, which powers the appliances,” Sunaccounts. “Now the kids don’t have to Blue President Chris Hale explained. “You
miss homework due to a digital divide,” (company) then get credit.”
Gardella said.
Software will be installed on some of the
Other Life Center news is happening Life Center’s computers so students can see
outside: last month, Tarrytown Company how that energy is created. “They’ll be able
SunBlue Energy began installing solar to access the performance of each of the
panels at the Life Center’s Beekman Av- 61 modules individually, and as a whole, at
enue roof.
any time throughout the day,” Hale said.
“It saves money, and since we talked
He’s excited to be living in an area where
to the kids about ecology and saving the he’s working. “We (SunBlue) are tied to
earth, we’re jumping in and doing some- the community. I live in Sleepy Hollow,
thing to help the cause,” Gardella said of my installer grew up in Tarrytown and
the project, expected to take several weeks. Sleepy Hollow, and we’re working on a
“We recycle, and one piece from the solar community center.”
panels let you see the energy that’s being
Within a few weeks, students at the Life
generated. “We’re using this as a learning Center will be able to watch the sun’s entool.”
ergy at work from their computer screens.
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Irvington Group Promotes Anti-Bullying Message at Forum
by Julia Sipos

Irvington Diversity Foundation’s early
April fundraiser, “Irvington Rocks,” was yet
another highlight of the many proactive efforts and successful accomplishments of the
organization.
With several performances by teachers
and students, at the Irvington High School
Campus Theater, the event brought the
community together to acknowledge the
perils of bullying and to encourage children
to stand up to bullying. The organization’s
hard work has contributed to its highly
regarded reputation not only throughout
Irvington, but also throughout other river
towns.
Since 2011, the IDF has made countless
efforts to promote anti-bullying and emphasize the importance of acceptance and
diversity within the Irvington school district. It has organized fundraising events,
movie viewings, lectures with guest speakers, including Holocaust survivors, Town
Hall meetings, and teacher and staff training.
The IDF organization has continuously
promoted the Dignity of All Students Act
(DASA), which states that no student shall
be “subject to harassment or discrimination based on their actual or perceived race,
color, weight, national origin, ethnic group,
religion, religious practice, disability, sexual
orientation, or gender.”
President of the IDF, Michael Zeldes, has
organized events such as Irvington Rocks
in order to increase awareness of bullying throughout the Irvington community.
“No young person should ever fear going to
school in the morning, or hold in so much
sadness because of how they feel others have
treated them,” said Zeldes.
After becoming a law in 2012, DASA was
revised in 2013 to include cyber-bullying
and occurrences outside school property
that can increase the risk of disruption within the school. Cyber-bullying has become a
more prevalent problem within school districts, prompting New York State to encourage more awareness efforts to keep up with
the advancing pace of technology.
The Irvington Diversity Foundation has
been working to create training programs to
educate children and adults about Internet
safety.

According to Zeldes, “Now more than
ever, we see the importance of educating
our children and advancing acceptance and
diversity in our schools, our community
and beyond.”
Musical performances by local singers and
dancers, as well as students, teachers, and
Irvington residents, made Irvington Rocks
an entertaining production. The event featured speeches from two special guests,
Steve Weatherford of the New York Giants
and Joe Girardi, manager of the New York
Yankees.
One of the main highlights was Weatherford’s speech. Bullied for his ADHD,
Weatherford shared how he overcame his
struggles and became a successful football
player despite his disability. He uses his
fame to promote anti-bullying.
“The greatest thing about the Nation
Football League is not the fame or the money, it is being able to inspire and motivate
others,” Weatherford said.
After Weatherford delivered his speech,
Girardi, who was not present during the
event, was shown on video during spring
training for the Yankees as he praised the
IDF for their efforts to promote anti-bullying.
In addition to the celebrity speakers,
there were many student and teacher performances. All four schools of the Irvington
district were represented at the event. The
Dows Lane Elementary School students
used sign language while playing the song
“Lean on Me” by Bill Withers, the Main
Street School students sang “Keep Your
Head Up” by Andy Grammer, and several
middle and high school students performed
in dances choreographed by members of the
Sleepy Hollow Performing Arts Center. Irvington High School’s principal David Cohen performed a vocal and guitar solo and
high school teacher David Whitehead also
performed in a musical number with other
Irvington residents.
Another highlight of the event was the
outstanding performance by 15-year-old
Julianna Padilla from the Stuttering Association for the Young. A stutterer, she wrote
and performed her own song, “Put Your
Hands Up.” Following her performance
there were videos of students sharing their
bullying experiences, a dance routine performed by the NYGKA Karate team, and

a performance by a marching band, the
Marching Cobras of New York. Irvington
Police Chief Cerone and Detective Toolan
also discussed Irvington’s efforts.
Attended by over 700 people, Irvington
Rocks marked another one of IDF’s successful events. The first “Rocks” event in 2012,
“Irvington Talent Rocks!” sold out completely and raised over $12,000.
“Irvington Rocks was successful in bringing the community together for an uplifting
event and establishing the IDF as a resource

in the community,” said Jennifer Ruoff, its
executive director.
Greenburgh Town Supervisor, Paul Feiner, wrote to Artie Duncan, the U.S. Secretary of Housing, suggesting that the IDF be
honored for their remarkable achievements
in fighting bullying.
“I would be amazed if any community,
anywhere in the United States, works harder than Irvington on this important matter,”
Feiner said.

Fortress Bible Church Moves
Services to Tarrytown
by Neal Rentz

Starting with Easter Sunday, the nondenominational Fortress Bible Church is
now holding services at Tarrytown Music Hall.
Lead Pastor Danny Castro, who resides in Greenburgh, explained why he
chose the new location during a recent
interview in his office at the Watercooler.
The church had been located in Mount
Vernon for decades.
“I did some research, did some homework and made some calls,” Castro said
about choosing the Music Hall. “Timing worked out.”
As stated on its website, the mission
of the church, which Castro said was
“multi-generational,” is “to help people
know Jesus and grow in a relationship
with Him.”
A main reason Castro wanted to move
to Tarrytown was because he wanted his
church to attract those who normally do
not attend religious services. Each service will begin with an informal coffee
hour, and child care is available.
Castro, his wife, Laura, and daughters, Naomi and Sophia, moved back
to the area 18 months ago after Castro
preached in Texas. “It’s where God wanted us to be,” he said.
Castro, who grew up in the Bronx,
said he was not sure if Tarrytown

Lead Pastor, Danny Castro

would be the permanent location of the
church. He and other representatives of
the church will take a “sample size of our
work” to see how successful the church
has been in its new location before determining if it will stay in the village or to
build a new church elsewhere.
For more information about the
church, call (914) 699-9038, visit http://
fortressbiblechurch.com. The church is
also on Facebook.
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We are pleased to introduce
Puparazzi Pet Grooming by Jen Florio now at our facility!

914-631-0606
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By appointment

 N B, S H, NY 
www.sleepyhollowanimalhospital.com
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Board of Education Races
Uncontested in Tarrytown,
Irvington
by Rick Pezzullo

The races for the Board of Education in the
Tarrytown and Irvington school districts this
month are no races at all as the candidates
seeking available seats are unopposed.
In Tarrytown, Katharine Swibold, a twoterm incumbent, and newcomer John Paine,
a longtime board watcher, will be elected on
May 20.
Swibold, a 22-year resident, said it has taken her six years as a trustee to learn all the ins
and outs of the district and how it operates.
“The learning curve is pretty high. I feel
like in a lot of ways I now know what I’m
doing and it would be a shame to stop now,”
she said. “I care about the schools, I like the
people I work with on the board and I feel
I’m a good voice at the table. It’s interesting
and I learn a lot from it. I like to think I’m
doing something important and good.”
Paine, a 12-year resident who finished
fourth in an unsuccessful bid for the board
last year, has two children in the district and
has been involved with special education
since his daughter has needs.
“My interest is securing a good education
for the kids of the district and focusing on
science technology and math,” said Paine.

“I have a strong engineering and technology
background. Making what the board does
more accessible to everyone and making it
easier to participate has been a strong interest of mind. I think I can bring a fresh perspective into the deliberation process of the
board.”
In neighboring Irvington, incumbent Phil
Whitney is running solo for a second term,
fulfilling a promise he said he made when he
was elected three years ago.
“It’s inconceivable that I could accomplish
what I wanted to accomplish in three years,”
he said. “Overall I am very pleased that the
board as a whole is having very productive
and thoughtful discussions on what this district has to move forward on. We as a board
are adhering to good governance.”
Whitney said he is unsure how a future
bond vote on a planned artificial turf field,
which has failed twice in the past, will shake
out.
“I am confident that the board did its due
diligence,” he said. “The hardest decision
voters have to make is do we continue to invest in athletics and all that means for our
children in a district like Irvington or is that
beyond the means of our community?”

FLYING ONTO THE WBT STAGE MAY 8
The Enchanting Supercalifragilistic Hit

The Area’s
Premier Night Out for
40 Fabulous Years!
Nowhere but the WBT
can you enjoy an intimate
night out with a delicious
served dinner including
your choice of prime rib
and chef specialities,
and a professional show
– all for one low price!

School Budgets at a Glance
Tarrytown UFSD Budget
Total: $71.2 Million
Spending Increase: $2.4M (3.5%)
Tax Increase: 1.8% (Greenburgh), 1.6% (Mount Pleasant)
Voting Info: Tuesday, May 20, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., Washington Irving School, W.L. Morse School

Irvington UFSD Budget
Total: $56.29 Million
Spending Increase: $2.2M (4.1%)
Tax Increase: 2.9% (lowest in four years)

St. Patrick’s Parade Committee strikes a pose.
—Sunny Mclean photo

Chim Chim Cher-ee • A Spoonful of Sugar

LIVE ON STAGE MAY 8 THRU JULY 27

A Sultry Night of Salsa,
Mambo, Cha-Cha and Bolero

AN EXCITING
TROPICAL REVUE

Starring Hector “La Llave”
Leguillow, the MTG All-Stars
Orchestra, singers Hector
“Papote” Jimenez, Sammy
Rosa, Marlene Villafane,
Rosio Rosado and the
MTG All-Stars Dancers.
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MON., MAY 12
Dinner & Concert $80 per person plus tax

Experience the hits of the
60s, 70s & 80s the way
you first heard them!
Featuring former stars of

FRANKIE VALLI
AND THE 4 SEASONS
and other megastar acts!

t
1
h
s
$
e
w

An incredible look back
through rock & roll history.

TUES., MAY 13
Dinner & Concert $80 per person plus tax
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Voting Info: Tuesday, May 20, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., Main Street School

Adventure abounds in this high-flying family favorite!
The enduring classic loved by adults and children alike!

VIVA LAS LEYENDAS

C
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Support
Continued from page 1

As Rose stated, “My journey to find healing has led me in many directions and recently to evaluate five alternative healing
clinics in Mexico. There are clinics all over
the world that approach illness and specifically cancer very differently than here in
the U.S. The approach to healing is wholly
integrative. I have researched many clinics,
Germany, France, Spain etc., and all share
this same philosophy. Treating the whole
body, mind and spirit greatly enhances the
positive outcomes of the treatments employed.”
On May 1, a group of supporters, “Team
Jilly,” arranged a Taste for Life Dance Party
and Food and Wine tasting to help to raise
money for her treatment. Hosted by Chris
Brazil, Rachel Teiger and Angela Olmeta,
and with the support of many others, the
event took place at The Lodge at Hudson
Harbor in Tarrytown and was arranged
through the Eventbrite website (http://
tinyurl.com/jillrose). According to Teiger,
“Seeing the level of community involvement has been a completely heartwarming experience; people have been more
than eager to help Jill. Very few businesses
turned us down when we approached them
for donations for the silent auction. But
more notably, people and business owners
who read about Jill’s plight contacted us
through the Eventbrite site and Facebook
to donate and help in any way they could.
The restaurant community has been particularly generous and supportive.”
The evening was made to order for food
lovers, complete with offerings from over
18 local chefs and restaurants, a wine tasting, a dance party with DJ Rita Houston
from WFUV, and a Beer Tasting courtesy
of Captain Lawrence. “There were also
many great items in the silent auction,”
noted Christopher of Michael Christopher
Antiques, “including artwork, wine, tickets
to Yankees games, a private plane ride, flying lessons, dinner for two at Xavier’s, golf
lessons, yoga and Pilates instructions as
well as a private cooking class with Jill Rose
herself.” Some participating local chefs and
restaurants included: American Bistro,
Finalmente, Lefteris, Main Street Pizza,
Myna Menon, Mint, Mima, Mr. Nicks,
Vijay Raghavan, Samosa Shack, Santa Fe,
Michael & Madhavi Strohl, Sweetgrass
Grill, Tarry Tavern, Taste of China, Lacy
Tokash, Velo, Zuppa, among others.
Yet another surprise source for funds
came from an event hosted by W@tercooler in Tarrytown: a “Bra Into Art (BrART)”
on April 17 and 18. Jenifer Ross, W@tercooler co-founder and owner, explained,
“For the BrArt event, we called upon creatives and they came…bearing glue guns,
bead-dazzles, and their philanthropic spirit.
Over the course of two days, local women
volunteers produced 18 breathtaking and
fabulous BrArts.”
On June 7, as part of W@tercooler’s
three-year anniversary, Ross hopes to have
100 artful, funny and provocative BrARTs
hanging throughout the office space for
sale at $100 each. “Our fundraising goal is
$10,000 to help with Jill’s cancer treatment
expenses,” she said, and encourages others
who can’t come to one of the BrART eve-

nings (the next session on Thursday, May
8), to make one at home and drop it off or
send it to her at 21 North Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591.“This is a cause worth
supporting!” exclaimed Ross, who added:
“Send us an e-mail or call 332-1400 if
you’d like to join us for the next art session
on May 8. All are welcome.”
The support keeps on coming. YouCaring.com is an online fundraising site hosted
by Team Jilly. The money raised will enable
Jill to attend an integrative cancer facility.
Thus far, the site has raised 52 percent of
its $100,000 goal. Help came from others,
too. Rose’s good friend Karen Blood noted
that Juliana Santos-Kraus held a yoga class
for Jill at Yoga Shivaya in Tarrytown and
raised $1,000; Debbie Allan from Debbie Allan Photography hosted a recent art
exhibit at W@tercooler and raised $185.
Polpettina restaurant in Eastchester made a
limited-time offer in April inviting customers to buy their specially-created Chiboost
pie, donating 100 percent of the sales to
Jilly’s Fund. Of course, Rose’s family has
stood by her side, supporting her in her
quest for a cure.
Rose is so appreciative of all the support
given her, remarking, “As I continue to
seek the right treatment for me, I feel the
positive energy and healing thoughts sent
my way – from all of you and those around
me. Thank you so much!”
For more about Jill Rose and how you
can help, visit http://youcaring.com/
helpjill.

Now more than ever, the Y is the
place to spend your summer!
At Y Early Learning Center at Tappan Hill, 50 Ichabod Lane, Tarrytown

Mix and match half day and full day sessions to create an exciting,
challenging and fun summer for your child! For more information, visit
www.ymcatarrytown.org or call 914.418.5561/2 and mention this ad!

Y ELC Traditional Day Camp: For infant through six years.
Art, physical fitness, games, sports, cheers, trips and more!
One week sessions running all summer. Nicole Bernardone &
Susan Barak, Co-Directors.

Y Summer Shakespeare: Celebrating our 10th
Anniversary! Join this intensive, wildly fun
four-week, half day program culminating in
multiple outdoor performances of Shakespeare
at Patriot's Park in Tarrytown the first weekend
in August. Hone your craft and produce a show!
Tricksters Camp for those entering grades 3 – 6
will perform Julius Caesar, Renegades Camp for
those entering grades 7 – 12 will perform
Romeo & Juliet. Peter Royston, Camp Director.
Y Theatre Arts Camp: Create the sets, props and costumes
for the Summer Shakespeare productions during this half day
camp running in July!
Vera
Zamdmer, Camp Director.

YDA Summer Dance Intensives: The Y Dance Academy offers
summer dance intensive programs for ages 5-18, levels beginner to
advanced. Please contact the YDA office for details and registration
information: 914-631-4807 x32. Jane Alexandre, Director.
Kent Miller

®

Y Improv Camp: Kids get their funny on
in these week-long sessions that help
them
develop
self-confidence,
quick-thinking skills, teamwork, and
public speaking abilities while getting
them on their feet, laughing and being as
silly as they wanna be. Weekly, half day
sessions running in July. David Neilsen,
Camp Director.

“Your Neighborhood Apple® Store”

64 Main Street, Irvington, NY
914-591-1010
www.doctormac.com

TouchTone

From id America comes
a premium wireless
portable speaker that
packs awesome sound
quality via Bluetooth®
technology. The advanced
touch-interface controls are simple and easy to use.
This lightweight, portable speaker is a perfect
companion on the go.

Y Circus Arts Camp: Enjoy and learn clowning, tumbling, fire twirling,
wire-walking, balancing globes, juggling, stunt bikes, rings, trapeze,
triple trapeze, spanish web, silk, ropes and other acts which all perform
in an end-of-session extravaganza. Campers who just want to try new
things without participating in the show also have that opportunity.
Two week and one week sessions run throughout the summer. Hilary
Sweeney & Carlo Pellegrini, Co-Directors.

$79.95 On Sale for $59.97

25% OFF

WHILE SUPPLIES L AST

Poetry & Story Slam Workshops:
a collaboration with The Hudson Valley Writers’ Center. Youth one
week, afternoon camp in July. Teen one week, full day workshop in
August. Work with experts to write and perform original material. Tania
Moore Barrett & HVWC instructor Dan O’Brien, Co-Directors.

Intelligent Cases
Pong introduces Intelligent
cases for the iPhone 5/5s, iPad
Air, and iPad Mini with Retina
display. Pong’s wafer thin
built-in antenna is engineered
to redirect your mobile device’s
wireless energy away from
your head and body. So more
wireless energy or “signal”
is available to reach the cell tower.

$79.95 On Sale for $59.97
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Rockin’ Hood Camp: This August,
Sherwood Forest rocks! Students will
act, sing, and rock out to popular favorites while
presenting an original take on the legend of Robin
Hood in this two-week, full day musical theatre
program. August 4 – 15; David Neilsen & Neal Spitzer,
Co-Directors.

And more, including Y Aviation Camp, Y Fashion Camp and Y
Chess Camp – one week camps exploring these exciting topics!

Summer Camp Open House!
Sat., May 10th, 1-3pm • Y ELC at Tappan Hill
May 2014 The Hudson Independent 9

Inquiring Photographer

by Alexa Brandenberg

“Does the Lack of Parking in the Villages
Deter You from Shopping Locally?”

Geraldine Smyth

Pepe Monteforte, 55

Emilia Monteforte

Robin Larocca, 50

Yonkers

Sleepy Hollow

Sleepy Hollow

Sleepy Hollow

“No, because I really like the
town. I don’t mind walking and I
know the areas to look for a spot.”

“It’s the lack of money rather than
the lack of parking. I don’t think
parking in town is a problem.”

“The willingness to support locals
is stronger than the complaint of
parking shortages.”

“Yes it does. There’s no parking,
especially on Friday and Saturday
night. That’s why I’m here right
now, after work.”

Parking Woes
Continued from page 4

“We have hired a private company to
manage the parking (accept the fees for

parking since people do not have a parking
permit from the village), and they split the
proceeds with the village,” he said. Plans to
convert the lots to multi-space parking are
in the foreseeable future.
Store manager Pat McAvoy said people
will sometimes walk into Mrs. Green’s, look

Rahul Sood, 39 with Dhruve,
17 mos

around, and then walk out the front door.
“It happens,” Stamford agreed. While the
manager of CVS said he was prohibited
from speaking without management’s approval, customers said they appreciated the
convenience and safety of a parking attendant.

Scarborough
“Yes, definitely. If I have my kids
and need to look for parking
I’m less likely to stop and shop.”

“It is evident we have a challenge in and
around Main Street, and that will be a factor as the village considers planning options
for the downtown area in the future,” Tarrytown’s project liaison/representative David
Aukland said.

Eye Exams
Full Range
Designer
Eyewear
Owners: Dr. Nathan DeDeo & Dr. Larah Alami
4 N. Broadway — Corner of Main St.
Tarrytown, NY 10591 / 914-332-4074
www.hudsonrivereyecare.com
info@hudsonrivereyecare.com
Hours:
Tues: 10-5 • Wed/Fri: 10-6 • Thur: 10-7 • Sat: 9-5 • Sun/Mon: Closed
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Contact
Lenses
Insurance
Accepted
Appointments
& Walk-ins
Welcome
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Students Get Valuable Experience in EF Volunteer Program
by Janie Rosman

After spending two months with local companies, Japanese student Masataka
Kimura can now say he worked in New
York.
“Many international companies in Japan
will give us the favorable treatment if you
have an experience of internship in abroad,”
Kimura stated. “My job hunting is coming
up next year so it definitely will help me.”
Volunteering at the Greater Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown Chamber of Commerce and
at Professional Graphics Systems & Services,
Inc. in Elmsford was beneficial and offered
lots of practice time. “At the Chamber, I help
(with) a networking event, helped to set up
the venue, and was at the reception desk,”
he said. “I could talk (to) many people who
are (in) different type of industry.”
Kimura, like other qualified EF International Language Center/New York students
fluent in English, is taking advantage of her
chance to “work” in companies while in
school.
“Those who volunteer part-time for one
semester are eager to gain practical experience in English,” Volunteer Coordinator
Lisa Wilkerson said. “They have elected to
sign up and are serious about helping the
company they’re paired with and interacting
with the community.”
Japanese law student Kazuma has been
updating member profiles on the Wall of

Members in W@tercooler’s lobby, and
updated its MailChimp database, removing nonworking email addresses
and inactive subscribers for owner Jen
Ross. “Right now he is assisting one of
our members, a lawyer, research banking opportunities for NFP clients so
they can compare and contrast fees/options,” she said.
Students must complete a minimum
of 55 volunteer hours outside scheduled class time in accordance with their
course; however, most students are
willing to volunteer more than the base
time requirement. Prerequisite prep
includes basic resume and cover letter
writing, interview skills, and employment research; certificates are awarded
when they complete placement requirements.
To qualify for consideration, students
must:
• Be at least 18 years old
• Arrive in the United States with a valid
visa (students on a tourist visa may only
participate in the volunteer program for 12
weeks or less)
• Have solid upper-intermediate English
skills of Level B2-2 or more
• Maintain a B+ average and 85% attendance in their EF courses to be considered as
candidates and receive a certificate
• Book for an absolute minimum of eight
weeks; placements in a specific field students

www.thehudsonindependent.com					

may need to book three to six months
Once a company accepts a student, both
supervisor and student sign written agreements indicating the student’s work and responsibilities. Volunteers submit a monthly
signed time sheet, and when the assignment
ends, each supervisor submits an evaluation
form.
Most students are directly supervised and
benefit from feedback and native English
dialogue, and the English volunteer coordinator is also available for support.
Companies can benefit from a student
volunteer for marketing, research, general
office duties, working on specific projects,
updating social media, assisting with events,

to name a few areas. Placements match
students’ interests, experience and skills
as closely as possible; it’s up to each candidate to clearly identify areas of interest.
Kimura’s experience at Professional
Graphics in Elmsford included answering phones (which also helped her to
speak English), and clerical duties.
Kimura, and International Affairs student Sonoka Hatanaka, said volunteering gave them the opportunity to practice their English speech and writing
skills.
Unable to find placement with an African-related company, Hatanaka realized a rewarding experience was across
the street from EF at The Institutes of
Applied Human Dynamics, Inc.
She spent several months researching different aspects of the program, highlighting
workers’ accomplishments and skills for the
agency’s newsletter, helping with clerical duties and at company events, like an awards
celebration at the Westchester Marriott in
Tarrytown.
“In September, I joined as volunteer for
a marathon and provided beverages to runners. In November, I participated in a big
annual event,” she said. “I met many people
and talked with them about assisting people.
I could learn various opinions on assisting.”
Companies interested in participating can
email Lisa.Wilkerson@EF.com.
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Penguin Plunge Helps Restore Programs in Irvington
By Barrett Seaman

How many people in their right minds on
a sunny Sunday afternoon in April would
willingly submerge themselves in the icy waters of the Hudson River?
Sixty-one, as it turns out. That’s the number of “plungers” who braved water temperatures in the mid-30s in order to raise money
to pay for programs that had been cut in order to balance the Village of Irvington’s operating budget. By recruiting sponsors who put
up varying amounts of money to encourage
their audacity, participants in the third annual Penguin Plunge raised $55,000.

Net expenses, the event will put some
$45,000 back into Irvington’s budget to
subsidize jitney service for seniors, various
teen programs, scholarships for summer day
camp, Thanksgiving and Christmas Day
home meal deliveries for shut-ins, the annual
Hay Ride and Turkey Trot and the Fourth of
July fireworks.
In what has become an Irvington tradition,
hundreds of supporters turned out on April
6 to cheer on the plungers, many of whom
wore costumes—among them, super heroes,
gladiators, an angel, a snow globe and a lobster. During the lengthy countdown to the
plunge itself (no one was in any rush), ven-

New at Phelps

The Balance Center
Do you have vertigo? Do you feel dizzy
or unsteady when you . . .






dors sold hamburgers and sodas while contestants vied for best costume prizes. Jimmy
Annicharico (the snow globe) and Heather
Bancroft (the lobster) took away individual
honors.
Also cited were those who raised the most
money. For the third year running, Mayor
Brian Smith won the individual prize for
raising $12,622, while among the teams entering, The Ultimate Frisbee Team snagged

the prize for their $3,915 contribution to the
cause.
Superintendant of Parks and Recreation
Joe Archino said the event’s sponsors are considering moving the event later into April in
hopes of warmer water, but he knew of no
participant who “ended up on the DL (disabled list)” as a result. “As far as I know, every
plunger reported for work on Monday,” he
quipped.
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Special Olympics Spring
Games will be held
Saturday, May 17 at Sleepy
Hollow High School.
Volunteers are still needed.
To help, call (914) 3326201.
—Photo by Rick Pezzullo

Look up or turn your head quickly?
Turn over in bed quickly?
Bend down or stand up suddenly?
Walk down a supermarket aisle?
Or do you have other problems with
your balance?
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The Balance Center team of audiologists
and occupational and physical therapists
will work together to diagnose the cause
of your imbalance, treat the symptoms
and improve your quality of life.
For an appointment, call
914-366-1170

P H E L P S
Memorial Hospital Center
Get better. Here.

www.phelpshospital.org

Looking for great international students
to assist at your company?
Learn more at http://bit.ly/EFVolunteerProgram

Some of our local partners
On Track Sports Center • W@tercooler • Rey Insurance
“We’ve had great success with our EF Volunteers — We get more done in a day and
they learn new skills while being immersed in the language they are studying.”
— Jenifer Ross, Owner, W@tercooler

To provide great opportunities for students with you company.
Contact Lisa Wilkerson, Volunteer Coordinator
914-597-7119 / lisa.wilkerson@ef.com
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Watercooler
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Around the Watercooler

2012 & 2013
Best Design
Awards
Winner
Westchester
Home

by Jenifer Ross

PUBLISHED
Jake Samoyedny, a professional working
medium, has just published a book that
was available on Amazon as of the end of
last month entitled The Compassionate Medium, By Your Light You Shall be Known.
Samoyedny, who has been a Tarrytown
resident for 25 plus years, is the only registered Lily Dale Medium in the tri-state
area and has trained with some of the best
mediums alive today. He studied at the
prestigious Arthur Findlay College for
Psychical Studies in Stansted, England and
is a member of The Spiritualist National
Union International. His website compassionatemedium.com.

SPONSORED
EF Education First in Tarrytown is
sponsoring free museum passes available
to Warner Library patrons who would like
to visit the Intrepid, Frick Museum, Guggenheim Museum, Children’s Museum of
Manhattan and Katonah Museum. Passes
can be borrowed from the library for either the weekend (you borrow them on
Friday and return them on Monday) or for
a mid-week outing (borrow the pass from
Tuesday to Thursday). The pass will let the
borrower in for free to visit any of these
museums. With the exception of the Frick,
the borrower can take children in with
him/her and make it a family day. Passes
can be reserved in advance. For more in-

Specializing in
Residential &
Commercial
Design
Visit our
website
for a selection
of recent
projects
formation visit http://www.warnerlibrary.
org/museumpasses
Private Residence Dobbs Ferry NY

RAISED
This year’s Foundation of the Public
Schools of the Tarrytowns’ Dinner Dance
held at the Sleepy Hollow Country Club
was one of their most successful fundraisers to date. The Foundation netted
$96,320, and honored the Kids’ Club of
Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown and the original founders of the Foundation from 1993.
The mission of the Foundation is to encourage and enhance academics, athletics,
the arts, technology and other programs
of the Public Schools of the Tarrytowns.
They have funded dozens of programs and
equipment for the schools and are committed to enriching learning experiences
so that all students can excel.

Best Design
Best of
Everything
2011
Westchester
Home
Magazine

914.478.3448
www.nccstudio.com

Orissa Restaurant & Wine Bar Dobbs Ferry NY

Continued on page 14
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A Fourth Generation Celebrates 135 Years in Business
by Morey Storck

Details become hazy after 135 years, but
Ted Howell remembers being told that
his great-grandfather brought his energies
and expertise, when he immigrated from
“the old country,” to 50 Maiden Lane in
Manhattan, and set up shop there as New
York Frame and Picture Company. But
now, Howell has brought his energies and
expertise to 8 Main Street in Tarrytown to
continue the family history into the 21st
century as Heritage Frame and Picture
Company.
Because Maiden Lane was also close
to the financial district and Wall Street,
it offered opportunities to satisfy both
his interests in art and finance. Luckily,
there was a firm commitment and work

ethic bestowed from father to son, and
then from son to his son, that allowed for
growth and success in both fields. New
York Frame and Picture Company flourished and its client base broadened so that
its frames were hanging in corporate showrooms, and legal and financial boardrooms
throughout the city.
“The trolley would always make a special stop at our shop for deliveries and customer purchases,” Howell was told. “and
another thing I remember my grandfather
telling me was that every employee was referred to as ‘Mister’ whether or not he was
just a janitor, a star salesman, or a frame
craftsman. I liked that.”
Eventually, as his father’s son, it became
Howell’s turn. He remembers hanging out
at the shop at an early age and feeling that,

one day, he just had to continue the work.
“I can hear my father, even now, telling me
to hide that beveled seam and to smoothly
round the edges,” he mused. Throughout
the years, quality custom-made perfection
was the rule. “You may be management,
but take your jacket off, roll your shirt
cuffs up and conduct yourself like a working man,” he said.
During their time in the financial district, the company moved four times,
though never far from the original shop.
Howell, himself, moved his family to
Ossining. However, after 9/11 the framing operation moved to Westchester as
Heritage Frame and Picture Company,
leaving only a showroom behind at 170
Broadway. By this time, he felt that his
personal relationship with clients was the

best way to service the corporate culture.
He brought the product to them, and discussed their needs on a one-to-one basis.
That theory of doing business has proven
very successful for him, and continues to
do so in Manhattan, and now in Westchester as well.
To locate the second frame showroom
and art gallery in Tarrytown was decided
upon to be near his Ossining home, the
company’s Yorktown production facilities, and because “we feel Tarrytown is a
‘destination place’ and it serves our twin
goals of being able to attract more interest in our product and to best service our
current Westchester corporate and private
clients on a personal level.”
By the way, Ted has a son. Who knows
what the future holds?

Tarrytown DoubleTree Manager Rich Friedman Honored Twice
by Robert Kimmel

Rich Friedman, general manager of the
DoubleTree By Hilton in Tarrytown, recently was the recipient of two hospitality industry honors, one national, and one
statewide. The American Hotel & Lodging
Association at a Washington ceremony last
month presented Friedman with the “Stars
of Industry Award for General Manager of
the Year, Medium Property.”

That award followed Friedman’s acceptance of the New York State Hospitality
and Tourism Association’s “Outstanding
GM of the Year” Award. In presenting that
award, the organization’s President, Jan
Marie Chesterton, stated,” after reviewing all of the nominations submitted, the
judges agreed that Rich Friedman was the
best of the best.”
Friedman garnered the AH&L honors
for his leadership of the local DoubleTree’s

Kykuit

HISTORIC

HUDSON

the Rockefeller Estate

team in developing one of Westchester’s
most successful full-service hotels since it
re-opened seven years ago. Cited also were
his philanthropic achievements, particularly the establishment of the Bryan Johnson Hospitality Scholarship, in honor of a
DoubleTree staffer who died suddenly, and
Friedman’s efforts initiating and hosting an
annual free barbecue for first responders to
assisting a local elementary school by organizing a back to school supply drive, and
encouraging academic achievement by donating free Kindle Fires to top students.
An ardent backer of charitable and community endeavors, Friedman is a member
of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society,
the Rotary Club, and a supporter of the
Theodore Young Community Center. He
is also a member of the Westchester Putnam Workforce Investment Board, which
mentors economically challenged young

adults.
The DoubleTree General Manager received added praise from the DoubleTree
staff for his accomplishments at a special
gathering organized by the hotel’s part
owners, Paul and Alex Sirotkin. They
joined in to laud his performance since
he became GM of the 250 room hotel in
2007 when it was under renovation and
only partially re-opened.
Friedman has more than 40 years of experience in the hospitality and food and
beverage industry, having managed a number of hotels and been a traveling troubleshooter for hotel groups. An honors graduate of the Culinary Institute of American,
he went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in
Hotel Management from the University of
New Haven, graduating with honors, and
then received a Master’s in Business Administration at Loyola University.

Watercooler
Continued from page 13

AWARDED

Stunning architecture, spectacular gardens, world-class art...
spend the day here and find inspiration around every corner.
Open Now for Guided Tours

Jenifer Ross owns W@tercooler, a shared
workspace located in Tarrytown, NY
www.watercoolerhub.com

Visitor Center at Philipsburg Manor,

See website for schedule

Route 9, Sleepy Hollow

hudsonvalley.org >
>HHValley

The Rotary Club of the Tarrytowns
awarded a $500 grant to support Rivertown Artists Workshop’s (RAW) Small
House presentation of bite-sized contemporary dance pieces for families. Small
House will be back in June and July. Visit
www.rivertownartistsworkshop.org
for
dates and details. Hats off to Naomi Vladeck and Sarah Levine, RAW’s founders,
for highlighting local dance and enriching
the cultural landscape of our villages.
Congratulations to SHHS senior Luke
Colley, of Tarrytown, who was selected as
the Regional Winner for the 2013 President’s Environmental Youth Awards Pro-

gram for his project “Using Apples as a Locally Sustainable Fuel Source in New York
State.”
Greater Hudson Heritage Network presented their 2014 Awards for Excellence to
two projects designed by area architect Stephen Tilly for the restoration of Irvington’s
Tiffany Reading Room and the preservation of five contiguous buildings in Yonkers’ Philipse Manor Historic District. The
awards program seeks to recognize “projects that exemplify creativity and professional vision resulting in a contribution to
the preservation and interpretation of the
historic scene, material culture and diversity of the region.”

TICKETS + INFO

TICKETS + INFO
or 914.366.6900
call 914.366.6900
or call

>InTheValley1

14 The Hudson Independent May 2014

Check our Complete

“Happenings”
directory for MAY at www.thehudsonindependent.org

www.thehudsonindependent.com

a Boutique
Collection of
Waterfront Homes

k

reside

o
s
e
o
e
-

RESORT STYLE LIVING ARRIVES IN WESTCHESTER
Standing in front of Lookout North’s soaring windows, you feel a connection
with the River. An abundance of glass helps to break down the barriers between
your home and nature. Spacious balconies become a seamless extension of
interior space, as evening sunsets unfold before your very eyes. A personal
concierge assists with daily needs and ensures security, while integrated
Smart Home technology and upgraded appliances simplify household tasks.
A Residence at Lookout North is not simply a home, but a lifestyle.
SALES OFFICE |

2 HUDSON VIEW WAY | TARRYTOWN, NY

The complete offering terms are contained in an offering plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD10-0296. Sponsor: Tarrytown
Waterfront I LLC, 485 West Putnam Ave., Greenwich, CT 06830. Address of the Property: 129 West Main Street, Tarrytown, NY 10591.
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Rivertown Runners Take Steps to Contribute to the Community
by Todd Ruppel and Rick Rennert

Claire Heskestad, a Social Studies teacher
at Sleepy Hollow High School, decided she
wanted to begin running. Like most people
who set out to become runners, she started
off by running on her own. But it didn’t
take long for her to realize that running on
a regular basis might be more appealing—
and more fun—if she did it with people
who enjoyed putting in the miles just as
much as she did. That’s when she discovered Rivertown Runners, a running group
based in Sleepy Hollow.
The vision of a running club that would
meet on a regular basis for group runs and
direct races to benefit local Rivertown
charities and organizations was formed in
July 2010, at the dining room table in the
home of Kristen Idalski, a mother of four
and a dedicated runner. Soon after, Idalski
and fellow runner Todd Ruppel incorporated Rivertown Runners as an organization committed to developing community
running events for members and other runners with the purpose of raising money to
benefit local charities and putting the “fun”
back in the run. Idalski became President
of Rivertown Runners, and Ruppel took on
the role of Director of Membership.
“Seeing the camaraderie that running develops, I wanted to use that energy to raise
funds for charities and not-for- profits in
the Rivertown communities,” Idalski said.
She credits her husband, Tim, along with

Ruppel and Bob Sullivan for their assistance
in getting Rivertown Runners up and running.
By October 2010, Rivertown Runners—
with the support of Phelps Memorial Hospital as a key sponsor—was ready to stage
the inaugural Sleepy Hollow 10K along the
streets of Sleepy Hollow. Three hundred
runners participated. The 6.2-mile race has
grown each year, with runners coming to
the race from throughout the Tri-state area.
For the 2013 event, held just before Halloween, more than 1,000 runners registered
for the race. Many of them celebrated the
Halloween season by running in costume.
Following the success of the initial 10K—
and with the support of the Village of Sleepy
Hollow—Rivertown Runners presented
the first Sleepy Hollow Half-Marathon
in March 2011. Again, Phelps Memorial
Hospital and local Rivertown merchants
provided the sponsorship necessary for putting on the 13.1-mile race. Gentle Giant
Moving Company has also supported both
events.
Last year’s Sleepy Hollow Half-Marathon
had more than 1,200 registered runners,
while the fourth Sleepy Hollow HalfMarathon, which was held on March 22,
had 836 finishers. The more experienced
members of the running community use
the half-marathon as a tune up for spring
marathons. Some say if you can run the
hills of the Rivertowns, you’re ready to run
the Boston Marathon. Other runners sim-

ply enjoy the beautiful course, which takes
you along the Hudson River.
The next Rivertown Runners race is the
10K in October. If you would like to be
a sponsor or have a question about Rivertown Runners races, contact Kristen Idalski
at rivertownrunner@gmail.com.
Of course, none of these races could be
presented without the support of the Village of Sleepy Hollow and the vast number
of local volunteers, including Sleepy Hollow
High School students and Education First
students, Rivertown Runners members, and
the local Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops.
In turn, Rivertown Runners gives back to
the community where it’s based. Since its
inception, Rivertown Runners has donated more than $80,000 to the community
through the RTR Outreach Fund. Recipients include the Boys and Girls Club, the
RSHM LIFE Center, the Neighborhood
House, the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the
Food Pantry, Open Door Family Medical
Center, the Community Center, Hurricane
Sandy victims, and the Village of Sleepy
Hollow Fire Department and Ambulance
Squad. The more than 100 members of
Rivertown Runners are proud to be part of
an organization that makes such a positive
contribution to the community.
“It is amazing how large the races have become in such a short period of time and the
positive impact it has had on the community,” said Jay Duggan, a top local runner.
When the members of Rivertown Run-

ners are not busy planning their next race or
group event (such as a potluck dinner or a
health and fitness seminar), you can usually
find them running on the trails and streets
of the Rivertowns. Group runs take place
on Saturday and Sunday mornings, leaving
from the Sleepy Hollow High School parking lot at 8 a.m. and running through the
Rockefeller State Park Preserve (aka “The
Rockies”). Runners take the course at different paces, so everyone has someone to
run with—no runner is left behind.
The running group attracts a wide range
of people from all walks of life. Among
those in the group are teachers, writers, lawyers, doctors, and medical students. Some
have been running on the trails in the Rockies for years, others are newcomers to the
area—or to the sport of running. Some are
young and some have a bit more mileage
under their belt. But what brings them all
together is a passion to get outside and get a
move on, no matter what time of year it is.
Winter, spring, summer, and fall, you can
always find them gathering in the parking
lot on weekend mornings, ready to run and
chat and start their day off on the right foot,
rain or shine.
Laura Murray, a Rivertown Runners member and a race sponsor, enjoys the weekend
morning runs, saying, “I do a lot better
when I run with you guys then solo.”
To become a Rivertown Runners member, contact Todd Ruppel at toddruppel@
hotmail.com.

CSA
Community
Supported
Agriculture

Summer Shares Available Now
Sunday morning, June through October,
seventh generation family farmer Dan King
brings to Sleepy Hollow and Irvington
his freshest and ripest vegetables,
chemical and pesticide free
questions and signup, contact Barbara Carr
barbarajcarr@verizon.net or 917-597-1443
visit us at: rexcroftfarm.com
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www.squintoptometry.com
VSP Provider

Dr. Debra Bernstein
68 Main Street
Irvington, NY
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Stallings, Elia Latest Track Standouts at SH High
by Katy Kachnowski

Sleepy Hollow High School’s track and
field program has produced several topnotch runners over the past several years.
Senior Will Stallings and junior Danny Elia
have been this year’s stand-outs. Their honors have included an appearance at the New

York State Championships, a new school
record, and an astounding accumulation
of All-League, All-County, and All-Section
awards.
Stallings has been running on the varsity team since freshman year but had been
interested in the sport since his elementary school days when he performed well
in field day events. Running
comes naturally to him and he
enjoys the sense of accomplishment he feels after a practice
or a race. Stallings is a sprinter,
running the 55 meter dash and

an underclassman, he competed in the mile,
but now runs the 55 meter hurdles, and the
4x200 meter relay during indoor track in
the winter. During the spring season, Elia
participates in the 400 meters, 400 meter
hurdles, 110 meter hurdles, and the 4x100
meter relay. “When I race,” Elia said, “nothing else matters. I can’t hear anything. I’m
only focused on the finish line.”
During the past winter season, Elia qualified to compete at the 2014 Indoor Track
State Championships in the 55 meter hurdles where he placed 20h in the preliminar-

ies with a time of 7.99 seconds. Elia has
received All-League and All-County honors
for the 400 meter hurdles and the 4x100
meter relay, as well as All-Section recognition for the 55 meter hurdles and the 4x200
meter relay.
“To achieve great success, you must sacrifice,” said Coach Paul Gersfeld. “Both Will
and Danny embody this. They have both
grown so much since their first years on the
track team. Their dedication is exemplary,
and I know they will both succeed in the
future.”

Left: Junior Danny Elia
Bottom: Senior Will Stallings

the 4x200 relay during the winter season, and the 100 meter
dash, 200 meters, and 4x100
relay during the spring season.
During his four-year career, he
has received many accolades,
including All-League for the 200 meters,
All-County for the 55 meter dash, and AllSection for the 4x200 meter relay.
Stallings set the bar even higher for his final season as a Horseman. “I wanted to beat
a school record, go to the New York State
Championships, and run below a 22.0 in
the 200 meter run,” he said. One of his
goals for the year was already achieved when
Stallings’ 4x200 relay team beat the school’s
record during the indoor track season with
a time of 1:32.04.
Elia joined the varsity track team as a seventh grader in 2009. “At first I was a distance runner, but I slowly moved from the
longer races to the sprints,” he explained. As

TNT Little League players march in annual parade through village.
— Photo by Sunny McLean

C

M

Y

Mastering Outcomes
while Minimizing Surgery

CM
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Robert J. Raniolo, MD • Har Chi Lau, MD

With 4000+ surgeries performed to
date Hudson Valley Surgical Group’s
Minimally Invasive Center provides
their patients a better quality-of-life
option and access to full breast care
center support.
Robert Raniolo, MD & Har Chi Lau, MD

Castle Connolly’s Top Doctors™ in America
© 2014 Hudson Valley Surgical Group | All Rights Reserved.

www.thehudsonindependent.com

“Hudson Valley Surgical Group was
my choice for caring and thorough
breast care.” Claire M., breast patient
Women diagnosed with breast cancer face
a tough decision. New studies suggest less
invasive treatment for early stage breast
cancer may provide better outcomes.
The experts at the Hudson Valley Surgical
Group’s Minimally Invasive Center take the
time to counsel their patients on the best
decision.

Hudson Valley
Surgical Group
MINIMALLY INVASIVE CENTER

777 N. Broadway, Suite 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

914.631.3660 | HudsonValleySurgeons.com
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Musician from Irvington Launches Interactive Guitar School
by Sue Guzman

Twenty-year Westchester resident Chuck
Loeb is on a mission to teach guitar to his
friends and neighbors in a whole new way.
As the Grammy nominated guitarist for
the jazz group Fourplay, Loeb has performed
around town—from the Tarrytown Music
Hall to the Paramount in Peekskill—as well
as around the world.
Last month, he began teaching virtually
right from his home studio in Irvington as
well as on the road, thanks to a teaching
platform, created by the ArtistWorks Jazz
Guitar School.
ArtistWorks is a unique online campus
where tens of thousands of aspiring musiChuck Loeb

cians in nearly 100 countries receive personal
interactive lessons with acclaimed musicians
and artists through their mobile devices and
computers.
The platform allows beginning and seasoned members to submit practice videos to
their teacher using a smartphone, tablet or
computer. Their teacher reviews them and
responds with his/her own video containing personalized feedback and additional
instruction.
The video exchanges are then paired together on the site and made available for
all members to learn from, creating a constantly growing, ever-evolving virtual master
class online.
Loeb said the virtual classroom is liberating for both students and teachers
alike. “I love teaching, but because of
my travel and recording schedules,
it’s nearly impossible to schedule
traditional master classes and clinics,” Loeb explained. “When fellow
ArtistWorks instructors Nathan East
and John Patitucci approached me
about this incredible format, I was
hooked. It’s a brilliant way to get
busy artists and students together to
interact on a regular basis, and in a
meaningful and never-before-possible way.”
Loeb’s new online school simplifies complicated modes and scales,
and makes jazz improvisation accessible to guitarists from all genres and

Voice Lessons
◆

Learn from a conservatory-trained soprano

◆

All ages/levels accepted, all styles of music

◆
◆

Prepare for auditions/performances/NYSSMA
Or just have fun and hit those high notes
in the shower!

allows everyone, from the hardcore hobbyist
to the rusty guitarist getting back into the
game.
“I’m incredibly excited about this opportunity,” Loeb said. “I’m able to teach and
then have these personalized video exchanges which gives each student exactly what he
has to focus on rather than one meandering
lesson. It’s really the best way to offer classes
to people who have a limited amount of
time.”
Loeb’s career spans four decades. He has

performed with and written music for such
artists as Bob Dylan, Carly Simon, Johnny
Mathis, Spyro Gyra, Jeff Lorber and Art
Garfunkel. Loeb released his 18th solo album entitled “Silhouette” in 2013.
He joins fellow Westchester resident and
world-class bass player John Patitucci, who
in 2012 launched his own ArtistWorks bass
school, which has become one of the most
popular destinations on the site.
For more information, visit chuckloebguitar.com.

Lightscapes to Debut at
Historic Van Cortlandt Manor
by Rick Pezzullo

With the incredible success of the Great
Jack O’Lantern Blaze over the last 10 years
during the Halloween season at Van Cortlandt Manor in Croton-on-Hudson, Historic Hudson Valley officials have been
looking for an event to draw crowds in the
springtime.
More than two
years in the making,
the masterminds behind the Blaze have
come up with Lightscapes, a garden fantasyland
featuring
colorful
creatures,
thousands of flowers
and special effects
with
soundscapes
over 11 evenings in
May.
“This has a lot of different elements.
There’s more variety. It has a different walking path than the Blaze,” explained Historic
Hudson Valley Media Relations Manager

Rob Schweitzer. “We know from the Blaze
that people like things they can do at night
that’s kind of off the beaten path.”
Schweitzer said everything at Lightscapes
was created by Historic Hudson Valley staff,
including more than 6,500 tulips. Floating
fairies, butterflies, an enormous caterpillar
and a supersize birdhouse are among the
thousands of treasures that visitors
will see.
Meanwhile, in
the
hospitality
tent, organic and
sorbet ice cream
sandwiches will
be sold by Blue
Pig of Croton,
along with homemade candy and
baked goods from
Geordane’s of Irvington.
Lightscapes will take place every 30 minutes from 8 to 10 p.m. on May 9-10, 16-17,
23-25 and 30-31. For ticket information,
visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

TEXTILES • FURNISHINGS • VINTAGE FINDS • GIFTS

Nancy Rathbun Voice Studio
(914) 332-0203 ◆ NNRathbun@aol.com
Irvington/Sleepy Hollow/Thornwood

LOSE THAT WEIGHT
Marta Hernandez, MD — (914) 372-7800
Physician Supervised Weight Loss
Appetite suppressing drugs not needed
Increase your health/Decrease your waistline
Our program of diet & nutrition,
stress management,and lifestyle counseling
& coaching is your formula for success.

245 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

www.newdaymedicalweightloss.com
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Now Is The Time
For A Healthier
New You!

VISIT NINESTREETSNY.COM OR
361/2 MAIN STREET IN TARRYTOWN
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Student Performers in Jazz Festival at SH High Draw High Praise
by Robert Kimmel

Jazz has never lost its allure since its origins
more than a century ago, and that lasting
appeal was evident during the 11th annual
Sleepy Hollow Jazz Festival last month. Nine
regional high school jazz bands, including
Sleepy Hollow’s, were selected to compete
in an all-day event at the school’s auditorium under the scrutiny of three professional
musicians. The student’s performance levels
drew plaudits from the pros.
Four of the bands, including Sleepy Hollow’s, which won third place in the day’s
competition, took part in an impressive
evening concert, whose MC, District Superintendent Dr. Christopher Clouet, voiced
pride over his school’s presentation, and he
lauded the others as well.
The trio of guest professionals picked to
judge the bands’ playing and to perform
during the evening critiqued each group.
Offering advice and recommendations were
composer and pianist Mike Holober, Grammy Award Winning baritone saxophonist
Laurin Sevian, and trumpet player and educator Chris Persad.
“We look to bring in artists who are not
just great musicians, but are also educators
and know how to work with the students,”

explained Micah Sprague, Sleepy Hol- are so interested in jazz music and learning
low High School’s Band Director. “It also about it, and all the groups have come with
gives the kids a memorable experience. The really great energy.”
groups play, it is a competition, but they get
Holober had a similar appraisal of the tala 20-minute clinic with the artists. That is ent; “Quite high, really good for high school
the biggest thing that sets our festival apart groups,” he said. “Along with the experience
from a lot of others.”
some have, a lot of educators know what
Showcasing their musical talent during the
evening’s show were first
place winner, Woodbury High School, from
Monroe; second place
Ardsley High School;
Sleepy Hollow, third;
and Mahopac High
School, which gained
an honorable mention.
Other prizes went to soloists and band sections. Nine high school bands performed at SH Jazz Festival.
Mamaroneck High’s saxophone section and rhythm section received they are doing with them to get authentic
“Best” awards.
sound. They all have to listen to this type
“The bands we get are unbelievable,” of music more...to help them to understand
Sprague said. “It is really awesome to hear the fundamentals of how to play good jazz.”
the high level of jazz that is taking place in
“I am amazed at what their directors are
the schools around here.”
bringing here and they are obviously exposThe pros agreed. “The caliber has been ing the students to the music of real jazz
very, very high all day,” Sevian noted. “I am greats,” Persad maintained. “They are playjust impressed that young people like this ing the music of those musicians, such as
Count Basie and they sound great on it,” he
said. He advised, “Listen to the music and
keep swinging.”
It was Sprague’s first year of fully organizing the Festival, and he gave credit to Gail

HV Symphonic Wind Ensemble to
Perform at SH High
The Hudson Valley Symphonic Wind
Ensemble will perform a “Concert For All
Generations” on May 17 at 7 p.m. in Sleepy
Hollow High School’s Kusel Auditorium.
All proceeds from the concert are generously being donated to the school’s Performing
Arts Boosters. Select members of the high
school band, including Colin Atkinson,
Glenn Carney, Isabel Centra, Asa ChambaJacobs, Luke Colley, Griffin Gebler, Alexis

Javier, Daniel Mares, Hayley Mead, Viktoria Molchanova, Sophia Norwood, Sere
Politano, Julia Rennert, Lily Sands, Tom
Sobolik, and Henry Titcomb, have been invited to play alongside the professional and
semi-professional musicians who make up
the ensemble. Tickets will be $10 for adults,
$5 for students and seniors, and can be purchased at the door.

Persad, Sleepy Hollow’s Choral Director,
for handling that chore over the past decade
while he dealt with logistics. “I organize
it but the students are the ones that really
make it happen,” he acknowledged.
“We pretty much run it, so it is a responsibility for us,” Sleepy Hollow trumpeter
Katherine Thayer said. “It’s great to get together with the other schools,” said Thayer,
who has played the trumpet since fourth
grade. Of the professional critiquing, she remarked that, “They said we played good but
that our articulation could be better.”
“You really work hard to prepare,” said
fellow senior, Rebecca Leeper, a trombonist, who added, “We get to hear bands from
around the area and it really is a great opportunity. It is a nice vibe; everybody here
is happy.”
“It’s fun,” said Tony Cypress, a 10th grader, who is a snare player, and who was clad
in a festival T-shirt as were most of the other
Sleepy Hollow students helping out in the
Kusel Auditorium.
“It is a great Festival, and I am really proud
that Sleepy Hollow is able to do this,” said
Mayor Ken Wray, who was among the concert’s audience. “Bringing in all these great
high school Jazz bands from around the area,
and having their kids and our kids hear each
other play, it’s just incredible.” The mayor’s
daughter, Anna, had been a drummer with
the band, and is now playing as a professional percussionist while attending graduate
school at California Institute of the Arts.
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Rotary Ducky Derby/Y Healthy
Kids Day Draws Throngs
Photos by Rick Pezzullo

Full Value Reassessment
Starts in Greenburgh
by Alexander Roberts

The first full value reassessment of all
town properties in nearly 50 years commenced this month in the Town of Greenburgh. So do not be surprised if some day
soon a data collector knocks at the door
asking to look at your home or office.
According to the Greenburgh town website, “When all properties are appraised
at market value at the same time, and the
values meet statistical standards for accuracy, equity will result.”
Since property taxes are based upon assessments of market value and more frequent updates insure they are fair, why did
it take so long?
The answer is probably summed up best
by a fact of human nature discovered by
Nobel Prize winner Daniel Kahneman and
Amos Twersky. People prefer to avoid losses far more powerfully than they’re willing
to risk gains. Although there will be the
same number of winners and losers in any
market reassessment because the result will
not increase or decrease the total taxes collected, the potential losers are always more
motivated than potential gainers. However, as property assessments fell further
and further out of “equity,” tax challenges
called “certiorari actions” by commercial
and residential property owners simply
overwhelmed the town.
This set the stage for September 2013,
when the towns of Greenburgh and Ossining, together with the city of Yonkers,
combined to issue a request for proposals
to perform the full value assessment. The
task was awarded to a private firm, Tyler
Technologies, which performs these studies all over the country.
Melissa Baer, the Tyler project man-

ager who will oversee the assessment, said
Greenburgh represents a challenge. “We’ve
been in states where they go in cycles over
five years or 10 years but it’s different [in
Greenburgh] because it’s been so long…
The inequities are so great that there will
be tremendous shifts between commercial
properties, and different neighborhoods..
That’s the primary difference.”
Based on past reassessments, such as one
completed recently in the Town of Mamaroneck, about one-third of taxpayers
will see an increase, one-third a decrease,
and one-third no change in their tax bill.
Greenburgh Town Assessor Edye McCarthy said that the town hopes to engage
the public as much as possible and that all
property owners—residential, commercial, vacant and industrial—will allow data
collectors access. However, she said they
might legally refuse entry to an inspector if
they so choose. Asked how the assessment
would then be determined, McCarthy replied that it would be based upon findings
in similar properties in the neighborhood,
so that the assessor may assume a finished
basement with a bathroom even if one is
not on the Certificate of Occupancy.
“The success of this full value assessment
really depends upon cooperation,” she
said. “Residents will receive communication via mail, email, the website and social
media every step of the way.” In addition,
property owners will have plenty of time
to review their new assessments and appeal
them since they won’t go into effect until
April 2017. For an FAQ and regular updates, consult the Greenburgh website at
www.greenburghny.com.

Hundreds of kids and adults attended the seventh annual Rotary
Club Ducky Derby and the YMCA’s
Healthy Kids Day last month in
Tarrytown’s Patriot’s Park, enjoying
the entertainment, games, rides and
ducky races.
The Rotary raced 1,600 Duckys
and netted approximately $14,500
which will go back to the community in grants and scholarships. The
adopter of the Grand Finale Race winning ducky, Val Dugan, generously returned half of
her $1,500 prize to the Rotary Club. “In addition to the many Rotarians that help make
the day a success, we had volunteers from the Girl Scouts and Irvington Immaculate
Conception Church teens,” noted JoAnne Murray, who along with Mimi Godwin, are
the major Rotary organizers of the Derby.
“This year’s Healthy Kids Day appeared to be our best ever based on attendance,”
said Barbara Turk, the Y’s Vice President of Marketing and Community Development.
“With strong support from our event sponsors, and the rides, games and music sponsors,
who helped us add a new climbing wall, new carnival games, and great music from our
local youth, we know the community enjoyed the day as much as we did.”

All (Co)Work
and no play
is no fun.
Come Celebrate + Do Good!
W@tercooler Turns Three
June 7th, 8-12
Join us for an evening of partying &
BrArt! 100 ArtBras made by local folks
will be sold during the event to raise
funds in support Jill Rose of Chiboust
who is battling cancer.
Visit our website to RSVP and get
the inside scoop on our crowd fund
and expansion into Yonkers.
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Obituaries
Photos by Rick Pezzullo

Ali Speechley, 40
Ali Speechley, a resident of Irvington,
died peacefully March 24, surrounded by
her family. She was 40.
She was born in Sleepy Hollow and
graduated from Irvington High School.
She was a cook and bartender at the
Broadway Grill in Irvington. She enjoyed
all sports and was an avid softball player
and a New York Giants fan. She had an
unconditional love for her two children.
She enjoyed attending St. Patrick’s Day
parades throughout the metropolitan area
and enjoyed cookouts at Matthiessen
Park.
Fannie Stone, 96
Fannie Q. Stone, a lifelong resident of
North Tarrytown, died April 22. She
was 96.
During her long, remarkable life, she
served on the School Board of the Tarrytowns, was an active member of the Tarrytown Historical Society, and was a committed parishioner of St. Teresa of Avila
Church. She enjoyed many years serving
on the committee for the North Tarrytown
High School Alumni Reunions.
Assis Silvestre, 82
Assis Silvestre, a resident of Tarrytown,
died unexpectedly March 24. He was 82.
Born in Bustos, Portugal, Mr. Silvestre
had worked at Marymount College for
about 34 years before he retired in 2008.
He was a member of the Portuguese American Cultural Club in Tarrytown.
Wilma King, 92
Wilma J. King, formerly of Sleepy Hollow and more recently of Stratford, CT,
died March 28. She was 92.
While a resident of Philipse Manor from
1957 to 1996, in addition to raising her
family with her husband Robert E. King,
Mrs. King was a volunteer at Phelps Memorial Hospital for 40 years. She was also
a member of the Philipse Manor Garden
Club. She will always be remembered as an
avid fan of the New York Yankees. She was
also an animal lover, especially of her dog
Dolly, who survives her.
Rose Kutarnia, 86
Rose Kutarnia, a lifelong resident of Irvington, died March 26. She was 86.
Born in Irvington, she was an employee
of the Burnham Corporation in Irvington
as a bookkeeper for 25 years. She married
Robert Slavin on February 6, 1949. He
died in 1965. She married John Kutarnia
in 1969. He died in 1975.
Mary Hernen, 84
Mary A. Hernen, a resident of Irvington,
died April 13. She was 84.
She worked as an executive secretary for
Hanover Bank in New York City for many
years. She married Arthur H. Hernen on
September 11, 1971 at St. John’s Church
in Yonkers. They lived happily in Yonkers
before settling to Irvington in 1981. She
was a parishioner of the Church of the Immaculate Conception in Irvington.

Tenby Storm, 93
Tenby Storm, a longtime resident of
Sleepy Hollow Gardens in Tarrytown and
a tenant advocate with the Tarrytown Tenants Association for more than 30 years,
died April 15 at Somers Manor Nursing
Home in Somers. She was 93.
Mrs. Storm was a 1941 graduate of the
University of Michigan, where she was a
member of Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Kappa
Phi. She also was a graduate of the Katharine Gibbs School for Secretaries in New
York City. During WWII, she lived in
New York City at International House and
worked for the Berlitz Schools of Languages and Export Associates Development
Company. She was very active with various
USO clubs helping to entertain troops.
Mrs. Storm was interested in photography, constructing crossword puzzles, playing Scrabble and reading mystery stories.
She was a member of the New York City
Nero Wolfe Pack Society and developed
puzzles for the Pack newsletter for many
years. She loved to swim and as a young
woman won awards at competitive swim
meets. She followed college football with a
passion and was an avid race car fan.
Joseph Aiello
Joseph V. Aiello, a resident of Tarrytown,
died peacefully on April 24 at Calvary
Hospital in the Bronx. Mr. Aiello graduated from Trinity College in Hartford, CT
and served his country in World War II in
the United States Navy Air Corp. He enjoyed a career in the construction business
and was a partner in Blaire Construction
Company. He will be remembered as a devoted Catholic who loved his wife, his
children, grandchildren, the construction
business, poker and his poker pals.
Lucille Ceconi, 82
Lucille D. Ceconi died peacefully on
April 27, with her husband, Arthur, at her
side. She was 82.
She was educated in Tarrytown schools
and was an active member of The Church
of the Magdalene in Pocantico Hills. She is
survived by her loving husband of 58 years,
three children, seven grandchildren and
other relatives.
Joseph Rizzi, Jr., 89
Joseph N. Rizzi, Jr., a 1941 graduate of
Washington Irving School, died March 30
in Nashville, TN. He was 89.
He played on the strong WI football
teams of the 1940s, attended Curtiss Wright
Technical Institute and served in the 12th
Air Force in the Mediterranean area. After
WWII, Mr. Rizzi returned to Tarrytown,
married Marjorie Elliott (WI ’43), and
earned a degree in civil engineering at NYU.
He had a long and successful career, mostly
in large water utility programs. He managed the Florida office for Hazen & Sawyer,
covering projects in South and Central
America, and southeastern USA.
His wife predeceased him, as did his son
Ernest (in February 2014). That sad occurrence may have precipitated his entrance to
a hospital, where he fell victim to pneumonia and its complications
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DWYER & VANDERBILT
FUNERAL HOME
Tarrytown

WATERBURY & KELLY
FUNERAL HOME
of Briarcliff Manor

The Guarino Family continues
the warm and personal service
which was originally
established by Jack Kelly
Celebrating Life with dedication, excellence and innovation.
Our staff have over 100 years of combined experience serving families.
We serve all faiths, and can provide a full range of options to meet your
individual religious or financial needs. We offer immediate out of town
funeral services and transfers and are within close proximity
to all Westchester houses of worship and cemeteries.

 Individualized Service 
 Pre-Planning 
Dwyer & Vanderbilt
Funeral Home
90 North Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591
(914) 631-0621

Waterbury & Kelly
Funeral Home

1300 Pleasantville Road
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
(914) 941-0838

Our Family Serving Yours
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What’s Happening
Tuesday 6
Jewelry Workshop: At 2 p.m. make a ring from
beads and silver wire at the Ossining Public
Library. To register, call 941-2416, ext. 327.
Crafts: At 5:30 p.m. teens and adults make felted
flowers with Marcy Cuff at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 to register or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Wednesday 7
“Saving Mr. Banks”: Film will be shown at 2
p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org
Moms and Monarchs: At 4 p.m. children learn
about monarch migration and make a Mother’s
Day craft at the Warner Library in Tarrytown.
Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org
“The Water Engine”: M&M Theater presents
this David Mamet at 7 p.m. at the Ossining
Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit www.
ossininglibrary.org.

Thursday 8
Senior Book Club: At 10 a.m. the group
discusses “Circle of Friends” by Maeve Binchy
and watches the movie of the same name at the
Irvington Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit
www.irvingtonlibrary.org.
Exploring Careers in Health: Sign up for a
WEBS Career & Educational Counseling Service
presentation at 7 p.m. at the Warner Library in
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit Reference desk.
Advanced LinkedIn Part II: From 7:30 p.m. to
8:45 p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. To
register call 631-7734 or visit Reference desk.
“Hair”: The Tribe performs this rock musical at 8
p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-8400457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

the Irvington Town Hall Theater. Call 591-6602
or visit www.irvingtontheater.com. Also May 10.
Concert: Southside Johnny & The Asbury Jukes
perform at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall.
Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 10
Riverkeeper Sweep: From 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Meet at the Senior Center in Piermont Park, Tarrytown. Visit www.riverkeeper.org/news-events/
events/rvk-events/riverkeeper-sweep-2014.
Plant Sale: From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Lyndhurst in Tarrytown, sponsored by the Hudson
Valley Rock Garden Society and the Irvington
Garden Club. Call 738-1156 or visit www.
lyndhurst.org.
Concert: Shuly Natan performs at 8 p.m.
at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call
631-1770 or visit www.tba-ny.org/shuly-nathanconcert.
Chamber Music: At 8 p.m. Friends of Music
present the St. Lawrence String Quartet at Sleepy
Hollow High School. Call 861-5080 or visit
www.friendsofmusicconcerts.org.
Concert: Judy Collins & Don McLean perform
at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 11
Mother’s Day Celebration: At 2 p.m. visit the
animals and learn about some really wild mamas
at the Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale.
Call 723-3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
Concert: The Hudson Bells perform at 3 p.m.
at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or
visit www.ossininglibrary.org

Monday 12

Friday 9
Book Club: At 10 a.m. “Liar’s Gospel” by Naomi
Alderman will be discussed at Temple Beth
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or visit
www.tba-ny.org/study/adults
Clothing Closet & Boutique: From 5 p.m. to 7
p.m. donated clothing and accessories will be sold
at Christ Episcopal Church Hall in Tarrytown.
Call 631-2074 or visit www.ChristChurchTNY.
org. Also May10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
“Into the Woods”: Presented at 7:30 p.m. by
the Clocktower Players Jr. and Teen Troupes at

SENIORS
Senior Benefits Information Center:
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. a representative from the Medicare Rights Center is on hand
at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up
at the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask
questions outside regular counseling hours call
269-7765.

DON’T MISS

Springtime
Events

“Stanley Donen: From Southern Jew to Innovative Genius”: Lecture at 10:30 a.m. at JCC
on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or
visit www.jcconthehudson.org.
Designing A Great Neighborhood: At 7 p.m.
TEAC presents a film about a zero emissions
project which eliminates the need for fossil fuels
at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 6317734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org
Seeing Your Way Out of Power Struggles
with Your Teen: At 7 p.m. a workshop for
parents of teens with special needs at JCC on the

Senior van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday
through Friday, a van is available for seniors who
need transportation. Call the Tarrytown Village
Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hollow Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
Hot lunch: Available Monday to Friday
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for $2.50 donation at
Knights of Columbus Hall in Tarrytown. Call
631-2717.

Hudson in Tarrytown. To register
call 366-7898.

Tuesday 13
Touch-a-Truck Day: At 4 p.m.
climb aboard fire trucks, police cars
and more at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Wednesday 14
Teen Crafts: At 3:30 p.m. learn
origami with Juliana Biro at the
Warner Library in Tarrytown.
Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org
Estate Planning Seminar: At
7 p.m. at Sunnyside Federal, 56
Main St. Irvington. RSVP to David
VanOsdol at 591-8000, ext. 116.
Also May 20 at 1 p.m. at Irvington Senior Center.
The Global Impacts of What We Choose
to Eat: At 7:30 p.m. learn about the concerns
raised by current corporate animal agricultural
production and how to choose environmentfriendly foods at the Greenburgh Nature Center
in Scarsdale. Program co-sponsored by the Sierra
Club Lower Hudson Group. Call 723-3470 or
visit www.newyork.sierraclub.org/LHG.

“The Circle” by Dave Eggers at the Irvington
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Friday 16
Third Friday in Tarrytown: Come to Main St.
& Broadway from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. to celebrate
“May Flowers for Mom”. Enjoy live music, an
aerial show, face painting and more. Call 6318347 or visit www.tarrytownthirdfriday.com.

“Go For Sisters”: At 8 p.m. this thriller will be
shown at the Nyack Center, Broadway at Depew.
Call (845) 353-2568 or visit www.rivertownfilm.
org.

Family Movie Night: At 5:30 p.m. “The
Incredibles” will be shown at the Irvington
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Thursday 15

Saturday 17

Cyber Café: Three sessions on how to use your
smart phone and/or tablet from 10 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call
366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org. Also
May 22 & 29.

Spring recital: Broadway Training Center
students perform at 2 p.m. at Irvington Town
Hall Theater. Call 591-6602 or visit www.
irvingtontheater.com.

“Scooby-Doo Live! Musical Mysteries”:
Performances at 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. at the
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Roaring ‘20s Costume Cocktail Fundraiser:
At 7 p.m. to launch the film “A Thousand Deaths:
The Story of Anna Mae Wong” at the Dobbs
Ferry Historical Society, 12 Elm St. Visit http://
athousanddeaths.com.

Spring Wine Tasting Fundraiser: From 6
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Neighborhood House
in Tarrytown. Call 631-2717 or visit www.
theneighborhoodhouse.org.

Concert: The Hudson Chorale sings on the
theme of War and Peace at 7:30 p.m. at Irvington
High School. Call 332-0133 or visit www.
hudsonchorale.org.

Dance on Film: At 7 p.m. screening and talk with
choreographer/filmmaker Marta Renzi, sponsored
by RAW (Rivertown Artists Workshop) at the
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 917- 544-3974
or visit www.rivertownartistsworkshop.org.

Music: Singer/songwriter David W. Jacobsen
performs from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Coffee Labs
Roasters in Tarrytown. Call 332-1479 or visit
http://davidwj.com.

Book Group: Meets at 7 p.m. to discuss “The
Brothers: John Foster Dulles, Allen Dulles and
Their Secret World War” by Stephen Kinzer at the
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit
www.ossininglibrary.org
Book Club: At 7:30 p.m. the group discusses

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205
Memoir writing: 1 p.m. May 13 and 27.
Yoga on the chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays.
Art workshop: 1 p.m. Wednesdays.

Concert: The Westchester Symphonic
Winds perform at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown
Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.
“Pros(e) of Pie”: At 8 p.m. join a monthly
storytelling forum and bring a pie to share at
W@tercooler, 21 N. Broadway, Tarrytown. This

Senior canteen: informal social group, 1 p.m.
Thursdays (except May 15).
Yoga on the chair: 11:15 a.m. Fridays.
Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.
Bridge and card club: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays (except May 15).

NEW FOR 2014!
Experience a Springtime Garden Fantasy

HISTORIC

HUDSON

in Sleepy Hollow Country
from Historic
Hudson Valley

LIGHTSCAPES

May Weekends

at Van Cortlandt Manor

18
Discover Pinkster! May
at Philipsburg Manor

Tickets + Info > hudsonvalley.org or call 914.366.6900
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A Night on Fire
>HHValley

June 28-29

at Philipsburg Manor
>InTheValley1
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library.org

the Reference Desk at 631-7734.

High School Book Club: Meets at 7 p.m. at
the Irvington Public Library. Call 591-7840 to
register or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org/ya.htm.

Mah Jongg: Play Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or
e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are
enough players for a game.

Author Visit: At 7 p.m. Richard R. Binkele
discusses his novel “Harvey’s Robot” at the
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or
visit www.warnerlibrary.org

Friday 30
Concert: Jay Black performs with Jay Siegel’s
Tokens at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music
Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 31
Muddy Sneakers: At 2 p.m. join a wild excursion
through woods, puddles and fields at the
Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 7233470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
Sunday, May 18: Pinkster - An African- American Celebration of Spring. Philipsburg
Manor in Sleepy Hollow

month’s theme is “Mother Lode. Call 332-1400
or visit www.prosofpie.com.

Sunday 18
Pinkster –An African-American Celebration
of Spring: From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Philipsburg
Manor in Sleepy Hollow. Call 631-8200 or visit
www.hudsonvalley.org.
5th Grade Car Wash: From 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown to support
Israeli children. Call 631-1770.
Spend Some Time with History: Lecture at 11:30
a.m. by Rabbi Israel “Si” Dresner, followed by
luncheon, at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown.
Call 631-1770 or visit www.tba-ny.org/study/
adults.
Wild Edibles Walk and Taste: At 1 p.m. for ages
12 and up at Stone Barns Center for Food and
Agriculture in Pocantico Hills. Call 366-6200 or
visit www.stonebarnscenter.org.
Concert: Spin Doctors perform at 7 p.m. at the
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Monday 19
“Extreme Concepts in Science, Religion and
Philosophy”: Lecture at 10:30 a.m. at JCC on
the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit
www.jcconthehudson.org.
Crafternoons with Carolyn: At 4 p.m.
children 8-12 create a flower pot at the Irvington
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.
Adult Craft Group: At 7 p.m. at the Warner
Library in Tarrytown. To register call 631-7734 or
visit Reference desk.

Tuesday 20
Crafts with Kevin: At 3:45 p.m. children
4-8 build hero puppets at the Irvington
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Wednesday 21
“American Hustle”: Film will be shown at 2 p.m.
at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 6317734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org
Butterfly Release: At 3:45 p.m. ages 4 and up
hear a story and help release butterflies in the
courtyard at the Irvington Public Library. Call
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.
A Conversation with Gil Tamary: At 7 p.m.
the Washington correspondent for Channel 10
News in Israel speaks at Temple Beth Abraham
in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or RSVP to
IsraelCommittee@tba-ny.org.

Thursday 22
Robert the Guitar Guy: Songs, movement
and fun for all ages at 1 p.m. at the Irvington
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org

Urban Coyotes: Ecological Recovery or Conflict
in the Concrete Jungle: Presentation by Frank
Vincenti at 7 p.m. at the Warner Library
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.
Annual John Cheever Book Discussion Group:
Meets at 7 p.m. to discuss “Wapshot Chronicle”
at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or
visit www.ossininglibrary.org
Strategies for Kicking Off a Job Search: At 7
p.m. workshop conducted by WEBS Career &
Educational Counseling Service at the Irvington
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.
Concert: Alfio – The Voice from Oz performs
at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.
College Planning 101: At 8:30 p.m. learn about
options for financing a college education at the
Warner Library in Tarrytown. To register call 6317734 or visit Reference desk.

Saturday 24
Gem Hunt: At 2 p.m. discover the treasures of the
earth and take home a geode at the Greenburgh
Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
“Magdalen”: At 7:30 p.m. Erin Layton performs this one-woman play at The Art Academy
of Westchester, 145, Palisade St. Dobbs Ferry.
Call 455-4050.

Sunday 25
Bear-Foot Storytime: At 2 p.m. children ages
2-6 enjoy a story, live animals and a nature
activity at the Greenburgh Nature Center
in Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Monday 26
Memorial Day Parade: Leaves Main St. in
Tarrytown at 9 a.m. and ends in Patriot’s Park
via N. Broadway and Beekman Ave. in Sleepy
Hollow. Visit www.sleepyhollowny.gov.
Memorial Day Celebration in Irvington:
Services begin at 10:45 a.m. at Main Street War
Memorials, followed by parade to Memorial Park
for a second service. Visit www.irvingtonny.gov.

Wednesday 28
Jewish Food for Thought: At 7:30 p.m. explore
everyday spiritual themes through a Jewish lens at
Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Spcial guest
appearance by artist Hanan Harchol. Call 6311770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.
“Smokey Joe’s Café”: Rivertown benefit at 7:30
p.m. at Elmwood Playhouse in Nyack. Call (845)
353-2568 or visit www.rivertownfilm.org.

Thursday 29
Hall of Fame Essay Contest Awards Ceremony: At 7 p.m. prizes will be awarded to winning
high school students at the Warner Library in
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warner-
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Torah Study: Rabbi Holtz leads a class every
Wed. at 10 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in
Tarrytown. No previous knowledge required. Call
631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.
Ossining Down-To-Earth Farmers’ Market:
Open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. all year at
Spring and Main Sts. Call 923-4837.
Stone Barns’ programs: A series of producerelated talks and tours are offered on Saturdays
and family programs on Sundays at Stone Barns
in Pocantico Hills. Call 366-9606 or visit www.
stonebarnscenter.org.

Ongoing
Backgammon Night: Starts at 6 p.m. the first
Monday of the month at the Warner Library
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.
Mah Jongg: Play Tuesdays at 10 a.m. at JCC
on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or
e-mail lgreen@jcconthehudson.org.
History of Opera II: At 3 p.m. Thursday
afternoons starting May 8 at the Warner Library
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org
Lightscapes: A springtime garden fantasy
Fridays and Saturdays from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
at Van Cortlandt Manor in Croton. Timed
tickets required. Call 631-8200 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.
World Stage on Screen: May 1-July 24 at Jacob
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 747-5555
or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.
“Mary Poppins”: May 8 – July 27 at the
Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford.
Dinner at 6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 5922222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.
Exhibit: Hooked rugs by Mary Tooley-Parker on
display at the Irvington Public Library. Call 5917840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.
Exhibit: Artwork by students from Sleepy Hollow
High School at the Warner Library in Tarrytown.
Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.
Annual School District Art Show: On view
at the Ossining Public Library. Reception May
1 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Call 941-2416 or visit
www.ossininglibrary.org.
Photography Exhibit: Cherry blooms by
Rebecca Singer through June at the Greenburgh
Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
Tarrytown Farmers’ Market: Open from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays at Patriots’ Park from
May 24. Call 923-4837.
Farm Market: Stone Barns Center’s produce,
meat and eggs are on sale Sundays from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. at 630 Bedford Road, Pocantico Hills. Call
366-6200 or visit www.stonebarnscenter.org.
Buddhist Meditation: Westchester Buddhist
Center meets every Sunday at 10 a.m. at Eileen
Fisher headquarters in Irvington. All are welcome.
Visit www.westchesterbuddhistcenter.org.
Yiddish: Read, learn and sing on Tuesdays at
12:30 p.m.at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.
Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.
Jazz Wednesdays @The Prime: Mark Morganelli,
Vic Juris & Nilson Matta play jazz and Brazilian
jazz from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 19 Main St.,
Hastings-on-Hudson. Call 478-1147 or visit
www.jazzforumarts.org.
Used Books: Friends of the Irvington Library is
partnering with Curious-on-Hudson Bookshop,
145 Palisade St., Dobbs Ferry to offer used books
year round. Proceeds go directly to the Library.
Call 412-8393 or e-mail friends.irvingtonlibrary@
gmail.com.
Homebound Services @ Your Library: If you
are unable to leave your home due to illness or
disability, a Warner Library staff member or
volunteer will bring library materials to you. Call

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT
WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE
COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.
92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591
Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM
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Mother’s Day Highlights
May for 100th Year

New Executive Director Named
at Jacob Burns Film Center

in 1878, express hope that , “...someone,
sometime, will found a memorial mother’s
May’s calendar holds one of the year’s day.” After her mother’s death, Anna Jarvis,
most personal holidays in regard to how it now an adult, began an extraordinary camis celebrated.
paign to have that come about. She began a
It is Mother’s Day, of course, falling al- letter writing campaign that included misways on the second Sunday in May in this sives to President William Taft and former
country. That is May 11 this year. Many President, Theodore Roosevelt.
choose to celebrate by dining out with
A special Mother’s Day service took place
Mom, or communicating one’s feelings in May of 1907, in the church where her
through gifts, cards, visits, or phone calls. mother taught, and with the help of a
The latter is evidenced by the fact that holi- prominent businessman, John Wannaday calls to Mom increase phone traffic on maker, a service was attended by an overMother’s Day by as much as 37 percent, flow audience of thousands of people in his
making it the highest
Philadelphia auditophone call day of the
rium.
year.
Similar
services
‘Calls to Mom increase phone traffic
Its origins are shared
began
to
take
place
on Mother’s Day by as much as
by several women;
across the country,
37 percent, making it the highest
however, most of the
and finally, in 1914,
phone call day of the year.’
credit in the U.S. for
President Woodrow
its existence focuses
Wilson signed a Conon Anna Jarvis, who
gressional Resolution
led a movement during the early 20th making Mother’s Day official.
century to have it officially memorialized.
Years before, in 1872, another woman,
Anna got her inspiration from her mother, Boston poet Julia Ward Howe had also
Anna Reeves Jarvis.
planted the seeds for a Mother’s Day. A sufThe elder Anna was a community mind- fragist, and pacifist, she pushed the celebraed homemaker in West Virginia, when, in tion of Mother’s day following the Franco1858 she organized “Mother’s Work Days,” Prussian War as a symbol of world peace. It
assembling groups of women, or “clubs,” caught on briefly, but lost its appeal at the
to help women learn proper child care, turn of the century.
and improve local sanitation, particularly
Ironically, Anna Jarvis, beginning in
eliminating polluted water. She pursued 1920 denounced Mother’s Day as it was
her work during the Civil War without re- being celebrated, charging it had become
gard to whose side people had taken in the too overly commercialized, and even spent
conflict and tried to unify and reconcile the her wealth over many years legally fighting
divided population after the war’s conclu- groups that used the term, “Mother’s Day,”
sion. As part of that effort she established as well as seeking to have it eliminated as an
a “Mother’s Friendship Day.” She had be- official holiday.
come known as “Mother Jarvis.”
However, it has rightfully endured to this,
As a 12-year-old, the younger Anna heard its 100th year, as a tribute to all mothers.
her mother, while teaching Sunday school

The Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville recently named Edie Demas as its new
executive director. As of May 1, Demas will succeed Steve Apkon, who held the post for
12 years.
Demas, who has spent 20 years focused on arts appreciation and education programming , was selected after a nationwide search over six months that included more than
100 applicants.
“We are excited to bring in such an accomplished arts educator to continue our work
in quality film programming and to expand the impact of our innovative visual library
curricula,” said David Swope, chairman of the film center’s Board of Directors. “Our
board unanimously concluded that Edie’s background, abilities, energy, and overall interest in JBFC’s mission set her apart.”
From 2001 to 2010, Demas served as the director of education at New York City’s New
Victory Theater, where she designed and expanded their Partnership Program to reach
30,000 school children annually.
“I have always been drawn to opportunities that link arts/culture to education,” she
said. “The more fully these entities are intertwined, the better. I am very much looking
forward to becoming part of such a dynamic organization, stellar team and vibrant community.”

by Robert Kimmel
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County-HUD Dispute
Continued from page 1

a flood control project, which will be on
hold, he said. Schopfer noted that Irvington’s senior center was renovated more
than a decade ago with approximately
$300,000 in federal grants and a HUD
grant about six years ago funded the purchase of a senior citizen’s bus for $60,000.
HUD officials had set the deadline for
Astorino to acknowledge that the county
has “an ongoing duty to affirmatively fur-

ther fair housing,” as cited in the settlement; adopt and comply with the findings of a monitor regarding “fair housing
choice,” and the monitor’s analysis of
municipal zoning; agree to “submit a final
zoning submission” for 31 municipalities
by July, 2014; and implement a provided
strategy “ to “overcome exclusionary zoning practices.”

Photo by Sunny McLean
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The Friends of the RiverWalk met at the end of West Main Street in Tarrytown
last month to honor Kathryn W. Davis and clean up trash. The next RiverWalk
Appreciation Day is set for May 17.

Send letters to the editor to:
letters@thehudsonindependent.com

Corrections

Published by the Hudson Valley News
Corporation:
Matthew Brennan, president;
Morey Storck, vice president;
Robert Kimmel, Zak Shusterman

Due to an editing mistake, it was incorrectly reported last month that it would take
about 10 years to construct the new Tappan Zee Bridge. The new bridge is expected to
open in 2018.
The Community Food Pantry of Tarrytown & Sleepy Hollow at Christ Episcopal
Church serves between 750-800 people monthly, not about 400 as was reported last
month.

Editorial Board:
Robert Kimmel, chair,
Kevin Brown, Paula Romanow Etzel,
Steven Gosset, Jennie Lyons, Alexander Roberts,
Barrett Seaman, Morey Storck, Joanne M. Tinsley,
Donald Whitely
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In Bye, Bye, Birdie at Sleepy Hollow High School, Mr. MacAfee was played by Francis
Pace-Nunez and Justin Atkinson played the MacAfee’s son.
The 4th Annual Sleepy Hollow Half Marathon sponsored by Rivertown Runners drew
almost 900 participants, not 103 as stated in a photo caption.
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Good News for Many
Commuters from the MTA
by Robert Kimmel

Commuters in the rivertowns should be
heartened by a series of actions aimed at
enhancing their journeys as disclosed late
last month by transportation officials.
New spring timetables to be distributed
this month by the MTA for Metro-North
lines, including the Hudson line, will show
shorter inbound morning commute times
for most trains, compared to current
schedules. System wide, 96% of commuters heading for Grand Central will experience swifter morning arrivals, according to
the MTA.
“We have analyzed train performance
with an eye to bottlenecks, permanent
speed reductions, actual running times,
customer requests and the need to provide
sufficient time to allow ongoing track and
infrastructure improvements,” stated Metro-North President Joseph Giulietti. “We
believe the new schedule will result in substantially improved performance.”
The MTA explained that changes in
scheduling last summer caused many trains
to arrive later, and that resulted in numbers
of commuters shifting to earlier trains. The
new schedules, it stated, “reestablishes traditional AM Peak arrival times at Grand
Central.”
Improvements are attributed in part to

the elimination of extra running time needed to accommodate emergency track work
last summer. The new schedule, the MTA
added, “allows for ongoing infrastructure
repair and maintenance in the midday offpeak and at nights and on weekends.”
Commuter safety will also get a boost by
the expansion of a contract announced in
April by the MTA. It has expanded a contract by more than $11 million awarded to
a company late last year to provide technology for the MTA’s Positive Train Control
system integrator. The original contract,
$428.5 million awarded to a joint venture
of Bombardier/Siemens, is designed to
“provide a strong layer of safety over our
existing systems,” said MTA Chairman
and CEO Thomas Prendergast. He added
that it “aims to eliminate the risk of accidents from train-vs.-train collisions or
derailments resulting from excessive speed
around curves.”
The MTA is also latching on to updated communication technology. It has announced that it has approved a contract for
the installation of a “mobile ticketing program” that will allow customers on Metro
North and the Long Island Railroad to buy
and display tickets on their smartphones
and tablets. They would simply use the
apps to purchase the ticket before boarding
and show the image to the conductor.

Mass Transit System Planned
for New NY Bridge
by Brian Conybeare

Another major step forward is being
taken on a new mass transit system for the
New NY Bridge and the Hudson Valley.
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo recently
announced the state is making a $20 million investment from the 2014-2015 state
budget to support the implementation of
the recommendations of the New NY
Bridge Mass Transit Task Force (MTTF).
The 31-member panel was made up of local stakeholders including elected officials
from Rockland, Westchester and Putnam
counties, along with transit advocates,
professional planners and transportation
experts.
The MTTF made multiple short-term
recommendations including a new bus
rapid transit (BRT) system to be in place
when the new bridge is open in 2018. The
new BRT system is projected to increase
transit ridership by 10,150 people per day
in the region and to reduce commuter
travel times by 20 to 25 percent.
The clearly branded BRT system will
include high-quality transit stations with
passenger amenities such as, real-time
bus arrival information, Wi-Fi at stations and on board, and protection from

the weather. The system will target major
residential, commercial and employment
corridors and help commuters, shoppers and others get around Rockland
and Westchester counties, and into New
York City by using connections to Metro
North rail service and local buses.
The state is also applying for a $26.7
million Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
matching grant through the U.S. Department of Transportation to provide additional support for the BRT system and
other MTTF recommendations.
“These innovative mass transit investments in Westchester and Rockland
Counties will make the New NY Bridge
an even greater asset for commuters in
the region,” said Governor Cuomo. “We
have moved this project forward at an extraordinary speed with an unprecedented
level of community involvement, and I
commend the MTTF members for recommending practical improvements to
local transit options as we continue to
build the new bridge that is so vital to our
state’s infrastructure and economy.”
Brian Conybeare is the Special Advisor for
the Tappan Zee (New NY Bridge) Project
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Andrea Martone
Real Estate Salesperson

NEW LISTING
SLEEPY HOLLOW | $835,000

Picturesque Mediterranean-style home in Philipse Manor, Sleepy Hollow. Imagine living in
this four-bedroom home with nine-and-a-half foot ceilings, grand center hall, updated
kitchen with breakfast room, large dining room, oversized living room with fireplace, and a
sunroom/playroom that leads to a patio with awning and nearly 1/3 acre level acre. Central
air. Short walk to the Philipse Manor train station, beach and boat club and two parks, a
wonderful lifestyle all right in the neighborhood.

Mobile: 914.261.7458
AMartone@houlihanlawrence.com
www.AndreaMartoneNY.com
#1 Houlihan Lawrence Salesperson
in Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown

Irvington Brokerage | 113 Main Street | Irvington, NY 10533
Source: HGMLS, 1/1/2013 – 12/13/2013, single-family homes, Houlihan Lawrence #1 salesperson in Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown.
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Remember When: Route 9 Unpaved
by Elaine Marranzano

Perhaps no one alive today can
recall Albany Post Road’s progression from Indian foot path
to stagecoach route to the paved
highway we know today as Route
9. It happened gradually until the
turn of the 20th Century when the
push for better roads took hold and
rapidly changed our little piece of
what was called “the most important road in New York State.” And
it began not with the car, but with
the bicycle.
In the late 1800s bicycling was a
popular sport. Outings and bicycle
races originating in New York City
frequently took riders north on the
Albany Post Road to Tarrytown.
But outside city roads were dirt
or gravel; mud in the winter and
dust in the summer. So the League
of American Wheelmen started to
push for better roads.
At the time, Albany
Post Road was likely
a compressed rock
and gravel surface
known as “macadam,”
named after road engineer John McAdam.
By 1899 cars were
being manufactured in
Sleepy Hollow and as
they gained in popularity automobile outings
became a leisure time activity. The New York Times
described a drive along the
historic Albany Post Road
into the Westchester Hills
as a “delightful one-day auto tour of New
York.” Connecticut enacted the country’s
first speed limit in 1901- 12 mph in the

“Early auto travel was risky
and accidents were routinely
reported.”

Route 9 today (top) and in the
1800s (left).

cities, 15 mph elsewhere. Early auto travel was risky and
car accidents were routinely reported in
newspapers such as this one from 1910:
“A large auto was wrecked on the Albany
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Post Road when it struck a stone in
the road about one mile past North
Tarrytown.”
In 1914 New York State first
considered turning Albany Post
Road into a state highway, but in
1917 its maintenance was still a
local matter because that year the
Village of Tarrytown voted to pave its section of the road at its own expense. How
to pave the road was hotly debated with
Mayor F.R. Pierson casting the deciding
vote in favor a new product called asphalt,

leading opponents to call the pavement Pierson’s Piecrust.
Other paving techniques of
the day included wooden planks,
concrete and bricks. Main Street
in Tarrytown was once paved in
yellow bricks, making it truly the
“yellow brick” road. In New Jersey,
parts of the turnpike were paved
with oyster shells dumped in the
middle of the road, smoothed and
crushed by passing cars.
By 1925 New York State was
in control. Albany Post Road was
widened and improved and renamed Route 9 when the United
States Bureau of Roads mandated
that highways be numbered, prompting
a backlash against what some called “an
effort to remove the souls from America’s
highways.”
“The traveler may shed tears as he travels
down the shady vista of Lincoln Highway
or dream dreams as he speeds over a sunlit
path on the Jefferson Highway. But how in
the world can a man get a kick out of 46 or
55 or 33 or 21,” conjectured the Lexington
Herald in 1927. “The United States Bureau of Roads has officially changed their
names to numbers and has sprinkled the
highways with signs that bear cold numerals instead of names that glow in American
history.”
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Murphy First Female Fire Chief in History of Tarrytown
by Rick Pezzullo

For the first time in the more than 150
years that the first fire company was formed
in the Village of Tarrytown, a female holds
a chief position, a ground breaking achievement that isn’t lost on Kelly Murphy.
“It’s definitely a big honor,” said Murphy, who was officially appointed second
assistant fire chief of Hope Hose, one of six
companies in the Tarrytown Fire Department, on April 4 by the village Board of
Trustees after being elected by her peers.
“It’s something to show females you can
do something that people consider a man’s
job,” Murphy said. “It was a goal of mine
and it’s something you have to have the
heart for.”
The youngest of five children, Murphy,
36, graduated in 1997 from Sleepy Hollow High School, where she played varsity softball and basketball. She received
a bachelor’s degree in physical education
at West Virginia Wesleyan College and
for the last nine years has been a physical
education/health teacher at Middle School
322 in Washington Heights, where for the
last three years she has also coached girls’
basketball.

“Ever since I was five years old
I knew I wanted to be a phys. Ed.
teacher,” she said.
Murphy conceded she had no
plans to return to Tarrytown after graduating college, but when
she did she was offered an opportunity to become a volunteer
firefighter at Riverside Hose, following in the footsteps of her
brother, John, who died in 1986
in a garbage truck accident in
Tarrytown.
“I never had any intention of
joining the fire department until
then,” she explained. “Something
I enjoy doing is helping people.”
In 2007, as a member of Tarrytown Fire Department Marine 5,
Murphy saved the life of a man
from drowning who had jumped
off the Tappan Zee Bridge and
was later given the “Above and
Beyond Award.” In late 2008,
she transferred to Hope Hose, where she
served as captain for three years.
“I rekindled old friendships. A lot of
these guys knew my brother and they told
me stories about him,” she said. “It makes
me feel good that he was well liked by
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assistant fire chief, Murphy oversees the entire department and
manages fire scenes if she is the
first one to respond.
Fred Gross, a 49-year firefighter
who served as fire chief of Hope
Hose from 1990-93, said Murphy more than earned her way up
the ranks.
“She had no competition at
Hope Hose and rightfully so,”
Gross said. “She’s experienced,
she’s well trained, she’s got common sense and she’s intelligent.
She fits in well.”
Murphy noted since there are
only showers in the men’s locker
room at Hope Hose she has to
put up a sign to let the other
firefighters know when she’s in
there. Otherwise, she stressed she
is treated no differently as one of
the few female firefighters.
“I love them all. They’re like
family,” she said. “The support they have
given me is tremendous.”
In a few years, Murphy is hoping to make
history again as the first woman to be top
fire chief in the village.
Photo by Rick Pezzullo
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Our Neighbors

Kelly Murphy in the trenches at Duck
Derby.

these guys.”
The Tarrytown Fire Department has
more than 200 members, while Hope Hose
has about 30 active members. As a second
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...from the creators of the
Great Jack O’Lantern BLAZE

HISTORIC

HUDSON

BRAND NEW EVENT
MAY WEEKEND EVENINGS

LIGHTSCAPES
EXPERIENCE A SPRINGTIME GARDEN FANTASY AT VAN CORTLANDT MANOR • CROTON-ON-HUDSON, NY

Enjoy an elegantly enchanting evening of
awe-inspiring illumination and all-original
sculpture designed and hand-made on site.
Immerse yourself in an incredible display of art,
light, sound, and special effects.

> BUY TICKETS ONLINE

SAVE MONEY + SECURE PRIME TIME
SLOTS BEFORE THEY SELL OUT

FOUNDING SPONSOR

Learn more and buy tickets at

hudsonvalley.org

or call 914.366.6900

MEDIA SPONSOR

#LIGHTSCAPES
>HHValley

>InTheValley1

