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Back to the Drawing Board for Affordable
Housing Project in Tarrytown
by Alexander Roberts
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On November 29, 2010, the Village of
Tarrytown issued a demolition permit for
the old Tarrytown Village Hall on Wildey
Street. It was supposed to pave the way for
new affordable, workforce housing pursuant
to a deal with the developer of Hudson Harbor on Tarrytown’s waterfront.
But after four years of hearings before
three land use boards, contentious meetings
with neighbors and the Warner Library, the
site remains an overgrown parking lot and
developer National ReSources remains far
away from putting a shovel in the ground.
As part of the Hudson Harbor approvals,
the developer, National Resources President
Joseph Cotter, agreed to build 12 units of affordable housing based upon the median income of village employees, which are given
top preference for the apartments.
The four two-bedroom and eight onebedroom units with affordability pegged to
median village salaries looked like it was on
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Irvington
Schools Tackle
Concussions
Head-On
by Rick Pezzullo

Former Tarrytown Village Hall property remains vacant as plans for affordable
housing have met with resistance.
Photo by Rick Pezzullo

the way to a building permit after receiving
site plan approval from the Planning Board.
But because three stories became only two
when the Library Board decided it liked the
view it never had with Village Hall, the development needed lot coverage, setback and
parking variances from the Zoning Board of

Appeals.
The ZBA nixed them all. ZBA member
Karen Brown said, “It looked like a big box
store,” and she and the ZBA sent it back to
the drawing board. The Architectural Review Board didn’t like the design either.
Continued on page 9

Cat Rescued from Tarrytown Fire
By A Whisker
by Robert Kimmel

“Scout,” a very injured survivor of a Tarrytown fire,
has caught the attention of countless local residents. His
photo is on Facebook pages, and concerned people have
been seeking information about his recovery. Scout is a
cat, and he owes his existence to the combined, caring efforts last month by members of the Tarrytown Volunteer
Fire Department, village EMTs and local veterinarians.
When smoke was spotted seeping from an adjoining
condo residence, a neighbor, Newt Alterman, ran to the
door of the second floor unit, found it locked and called
emergency services. Neither Russell Parker , nor his wife,
Linda, the unit’s residents, were in the building.
Firemen sped to the condo just off Martling Avenue,
broke into the residence and found the place filled with
smoke and flames near the entrance. As the fire was
doused, and the smoke was clearing away, the Captain of
Consolidated Engine Company 77, Robby Hoyt, Jr., noticed the cat lying motionless under a desk. He grabbed Scout is slowly recovering from injuries
Continued on page 9

sustained in fire.
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The Irvington School District launched a
new comprehensive program this fall to try
to prevent student-athlete head injuries.
The district not only hired a full-time
athletic trainer but also required all 250
high school athletes to undergo a computerized concussion evaluation system called
ImPACT. The approximately 140 students
who participated in varsity and junior varsity high contact sports, such as football,
field hockey and soccer, received additional
concussion screening tests.
“We introduced a multiple measure approach to collect a wider array of data on
our students and are also assessing more
students than in the past,” explained Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kristopher
Harrison, a member of the district’s concussion management team. “These efforts,
along with our continued work with the
school physician, will lead to a deeper pool
of data to help assess head injuries and inform the treatment they may receive.”
Athletic Director Artie McCormack and
parent Dr. Mark Herceg, director of the
Neuropsychology, Brain Injury Unit at
Burke Rehabilitation Hospital, developed
the program which is designed to provide a
baseline for athletes and allow for efficient
sideline assessments, while also providing
an additional level of medical clearance
that ensures students are symptom free.
“As a parent and physician I have seen
an alarming trend of concussions in young
people and this was an issue we wanted to
address within our community,” Herceg
said. “The Irvington School District now
has a dynamic approach to responding and
treating student-athlete head injuries that
incorporates neurocognitive testing, athletic training professionals, family and district
doctors and Irvington families.”
The district held a forum in October
with health professionals addressing concussions. All student-athletes playing
Continued on page 26

Help Families In Need at the Holidays
RSHM Life Center
32-34 Beekman Ave, Sleepy Hollow
Needed: new, unwrapped toys or clothing for children of all ages. Gifts donated
are sold for $1-$5. The Holiday Boutique
‘sale’ is open to Life Center families only.
The Boutique gives parents the opportunity and dignity of choosing and ‘buying’
gifts for their children. Proceeds go directly to RSHM child programs.
“Adopt a Family” Make the holidays
brighter for a struggling family. Provide

gifts for each member in a family from a
family’s wish list.
Date: December 1 -15
Contact:
Sister
Susan
Gardella,
914 366-9710

Warner Library
121 N. Broadway, Tarrytown
Needed: unwrapped children’s gifts - infant to 14 years - for Open Door
Family Medical Centers.
Drop off at Warner Library Children’s
Room.

Date: through December 13.
Contact: Maureen Petry, mpetry@wlsmail.org or 631-7734

Community Food Pantry of
Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown
Christ Church of Tarrytown,
43 South Broadway, Tarrytown
Needed: dried beans, cooking oil, rice,
canned tuna, sardines, peanut butter, cereal or monetary donations welcomed.
Contact: Teri Levine marter18@optonline.net, Rachelle Gebler ddgebler@yahoo.
com or visit www.communityfoodpantryshtt.org

Asociacion de Familias
Hispanas de Tarrytown
John Paulding School, 159 N. Broadway,
Sleepy Hollow
Annual Family Holiday Pot Luck.
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Needed: cooked chickens for our holiday
potluck dinner.
Date: Tuesday, December 16, 3-6pm
Contact: Susan Gitlitz, susangitlitz@
gmail.com

Sleepy Hollow Open Door Family
Medical Center Santa Day
80 Beekman Ave, Sleepy Hollow
Help Open Door provide a new unwrapped toy or gift to young patients
when they visit Santa.
Needed: new, unwrapped toys and gifts for
infants through age 14 of maximum $20
value. Drop off at Sleepy Hollow Open
Door or A Nu Toy Store, 16 Main Street,
Tarrytown.
Date: through December 13
Contact: Alicia Ward, award@odfmc.org
or 914 502-1468
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Gaulin Faces Sentencing After
Guilty Plea Deal in Fatal Shooting
by Robert Kimmel

Following his recent guilty plea to one
count of second-degree manslaughter in
the 2013 Labor Day shooting death of his
girlfriend in Tarrytown, Eric Gaulin, 26,
will face sentencing in January.
The plea arrangement with the Westchester County District Attorney apparently will result in Gaulin’s serving six
months in the county jail, and then fourand-a-half years of probation.
Had he not entered a guilty plea, Gaulin
could have been sentenced for up to a
maximum 15 years in prison if convicted
of the death of 23-year-old Megan Bookstaver of Hicksville. The state penal code
describes manslaughter in the second
degree as recklessly causing the death of
a person. Gaulin had been released on
$50,000 bail awaiting trial after originally
pleading “not-guilty” to the charges.

On the day of the shooting, Gaulin,
Bookstayer, and an unidentified male
friend, had gone to a sporting goods store
in Rockland County and purchased a rifle
and a box of ammunition. Returning to
Gaulin’s townhouse home on West Main
Street, the trio went to a fourth floor room
where Gaulin took out several other rifles.
Both Gaulin and Bookstaver have been
described as gun enthusiasts.
According to Gaulin, while he was
cleaning a rifle, it discharged with the bullet hitting Bookstaver in the jaw. Gaulin’s
parents were in a downstairs room and, after discovering what happened, called 911.
Police and EMS responded, but Bookstaver was pronounced dead at the scene.
A lengthy investigation followed, but it
wasn’t until April of this year that Gaulin,
who now lives in Elmsford, was charged
with the crime and released on bail.

Cedar Street
Grill
1/8

Tarrytown Officer Files Lawsuit Over
Alleged Prank Arrest
by Rick Pezzullo

A police officer in the Tarrytown Police
Department has filed a federal lawsuit
against the police chief and a lieutenant after being arrested in April and suspended
without pay for an alleged prank.
Derrick Purdie, 49, who has been in
officer in Tarrytown since 2003, and is
the only African-American in the department, alleges in an October 23 complaint
that he was charged with felony criminal
mischief for tampering with the office
door of Lieutenant Donald McGee “because of the color of his skin.”
Purdie futher alleges that Chief Scott
Brown gave him the option of being arrested or resigning immediately, and if he
didn’t resign he would be publicly embarrassed. The felony charge was eventually
rejected in county court and Purdie was
arraigned in Greenburgh Town Court on

misdemeanor charges of criminal tampering and obstructing governmental administration.
Reportedly, Purdie pled guilty in September to a violation of disorderly conduct
for creating a hazardous condition and received a one-year conditional discharge.
In the lawsuit, Purdie, who has returned
to the force, charged Brown and McGee
“sought to selectively criminally prosecute
and humiliate (him) because of his race.”
In addition, Purdie alleged “other Caucasian officers” have placed pranks on McGee, without facing any disciplinary or
criminal action.
Purdie seeks unspecified punitive and
compensatory damages in his lawsuit.
Tarrytown Village Administrator Michael
Blau, who Purdie maintains was not consulted by Brown or McGee when he was
arrested, declined to comment on the matter, citing the pending litigation.

Holiday Food Specialties
Local Holiday Fare:

• ORDER your holiday party meats (grass fed beef and Bell &Evans turkeys/chickens) from Geordanes Food World (Irvington): 914-591-6911.
• Create your own Italian Holiday Gift Baskets from Bella Roma Deli & Café
(Tarrytown): 914-909-4100.
• Enjoy a special New Year’s celebration at Cedar Street Grill (Dobbs Ferry)
with complimentary champagne, party favors, and music provided by Andy Bart and
The Ruins. Reservations recommended: 914-674-0706.
• Tarry Tavern (Tarrytown) is offering special holiday gift certificates - a free
$25 gift card with the purchase of a $100 gift card. (restrictions apply). Dover Sole in
a classic meuniere sauce will be the featured December special: 914-631-7227.
• Treat yourself to Italian seafood and chophouse specialties at Rini’s Restaurant & Wine Bar (Elmsford). Enjoy live music while you dine on the weekends:
914-592-6799.
• Take a break from Thanksgiving leftovers and build your own burrito
from an all-organic, farm-to-table “Mexchester” menu that includes fajitas, tacos, and
enchiladas at Tomatillo (Dobbs Ferry): 914-478-2300. Or try The Taco Project’s (Tarrytown) wide selection of popular tacos, burritos and salads: 914-909-4455.
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Historic Cottage in Tarrytown
Blocked from Demolition
by Elaine Marranzano

Clement Brace who built “Braceholme” on
Wilson Park Drive near the top of Cobb
Lane in 1910. She and her brother Frederick Scott Brace, Jr., brought with them a
DVD of a Christmas party at the original
mansion in 1924 showing guests arriving
in the snow by horse drawn sleigh and car.
The recording also shows the granite mansion’s interior, including a massive 4-sided
grand fireplace.
Charles Brace made his fortune as the
founder of the Denver Chemical Manufacturing Company in Boulder, Colorado
and as manufacturer of a once-popular
poultice called Antiphlogistine, which is
still manufactured in Canada. He was instrumental in founding Downtown Hospital in Manhattan, and his wife, Mabel,

A last-minute effort by preservationists
has given a historic stone cottage in Tarrytown a stay of execution, at least temporarily.
The cottage, a caretaker’s residence for the
former Brace family estate, is slated for demolition by the Toll Brothers, Inc. to make
way for the last of 14 homes the builder
has been working on at Wilson Park since
2011. But at a meeting in October, the
Tarrytown Planning Board declined to approve the site plan for Lot 2 that included
the destruction of the 106-year-old cottage
and instead asked Toll to prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
that addresses the cultural, historical and
architectural significance of
the Brace Cottage.
The Planning Board made
its decision despite the objections of Toll Brother’s
attorney Judson K. Siebert,
who said the issue was dealt
with during the subdivision
approval process and that it
was too late to save the cottage. “That ship has sailed,”
Siebert remarked.
But local preservationist, Mark Fry, member of
the Tarrytown Lakes ComStone Brace Cottage in Wilson Park is 106 years old.
mittee, argued that very
little was known about the
cottage at the time of the subdivision ap- helped establish the Robin’s Nest daycare
proval.
center in Sleepy Hollow.
“I went through the entire 1,000 pages
“Brace was one of Tarrytown’s most faof this application and there are only five mous residents and a titan of industry,
passing mentions of the Brace Cottage, along with his neighbors Worcester War- no details about its architecture, no de- ner and John D. Rockefeller,” said Fry.
scription, no history and no indication
Braceholme was one of three mansions
that demolition was an option,” said Fry.
demolished in 1984 when the land was
Fry solicited the input of architects, his- sold to a developer. Brace Cottage, the last
torians, a lawyer and Brace family mem- remaining bit of the once-grand estate,
bers who traveled from upstate New York was spared the wrecking ball because it was
and Ohio to lobby before the Planning occupied and is currently being used as the
Board.
Toll Brothers’ construction office.
“As an architect, I am continually surThe well-preserved and intact building
prised at our culture’s willingness to turn is “stylistically representative of Revival
our collective backs on the built environ- and Craftsman styles popular during the
ment of our predecessors,” wrote Connie period and embodies the Great EstatesContinued on page 25
Brace, great-granddaughter of Charles
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New Tarrytown Tree Law
Challenged at Hearings
by Robert Kimmel

“I think that I shall never see, a poem as
lovely as a tree” reads the first line of the
famous verse written by the poet Joyce
Kilmer just over 100 years ago in his rhyming tribute to trees. Following in that spirit,
Tarrytown’s Tree Commission has drafted a
proposed, completely rewritten village tree
law, but the law’s substance has been challenged by several residents during a series of
hearings on the regulations.
Tarrytown’s original tree law was adopted
in the 1980s and was modified in the past,
years before the need for the new version
was conceived. Commission member, and
its former Chair, Eric Clingen noted at the
first of several hearings that, “Our goal was
to make things clear and unambiguous and
yet inclusive enough.” He added that, “The
proposed new tree law represents a couple
of year’s worth of work by the Tree Commission.”
The rewritten law is focused on, “the
preservation of trees in the Village of Tarrytown,” as stated by Commission Chairperson Anne O’ Brien. Replacing Tarrytown’s
existing tree rules, it “is stylistically more
user friendly,” according to comments made
by one of the commission’s five members,
Susan Goodwin, at a November hearing at
Village Hall. She pointed out a “new section called ‘protection of trees,’ where it delineates which actions are prohibited, which
actions require a permit and which actions
may be carried out without a permit.”
Goodwin, at an earlier hearing before
the village trustees, offered an example of
what she termed, “a substantive change to
the current tree law.” The law to be replaced
states that, “Topping is to be avoided and
may be allowed under some circumstances
if a permit is granted.” Goodwin noted that,
“Our proposed tree law ‘Prohibits topping
of non-damaged or non-diseased limbs and
does not allow the granting of permits for
this purpose.” She offered other examples
of “language” changes that dealt with the
trimming of residents’ tree branches which
“project into the public street or place.”
Among the most vociferous of Tarrytown
residents opposing the new law is Peter Bartolacci. He asserted during an early November hearing that the proposed law will add
new burdens on residents because it is too
restrictive and will increase their needs to
obtain tree permits.
After the village announced the hearings,
in a note to Mayor Drew Fixell and Village
Administrator Mike Blau, Bartolacci had
urged that the sessions be delayed until a
new announcement was issued which more
explicitly defined the major changes in the
proposed law. He also claimed that the in-

tended purpose of simplifying the law had
not been met: “This does not simplify anything for a resident,” he wrote.
“To actually understand the proposed
changes, he/she must therefore review in
detail the entire existing law and then compare the existing law with the proposed language in the public hearing notice, “ Bartolacci insisted.
Regarding the announcement of the hearings, Fixell told The Hudson Independent,
that, “in reference to the notice, the village did, in effect, follow the same pattern
as with other changes. Since the language
was completely new, i.e., it completely replaced the old language, that meant stating
that the old language was to be deleted in its
entirety, and publishing the new language.”
Blau confirmed that, “The public hearing
notice was developed in concert with the
village attorney and meets all of the requirements of state law.”
Sam Viera, an architect, stated at the
initial hearing that there were “some ambiguities” in the new law, and that seven
pages of the law, “get paired down to a few
paragraphs that have distinct language as to
what needs a permit, where and how.”
The mayor responded that the Tree Commission had “made a sincere attempt to
make the tree law easier to apply...but that
as you noted, ambiguities do exist, and we
will continue the public hearings and have
the Tree Commission address these.”
At a November hearing, Paul Cancro of
Tarrytown, objected to the law changes altogether, claiming, “There is nothing wrong
with the current law,” and later asked,
“What gives the village the right to tell a
resident what they can do with their own
tree?”
“There are public benefits associated with
the existence of trees in communities,” Fixell replied, noting that “the public health
can be affected by trees.”
Research shows that an increasing number of communities, if they don’t already
have tree laws, are enacting them. Municipalities, counties, and even states have such
laws, based on the concepts that trees improve air quality, guard against soil erosion,
offer havens for wildlife and, among other
things, maintain the looks of a community,
and generally provide shade and help to
cool areas in hot weather. Such laws, while
far from uniform, often deal stiff penalties
to violators.
The tree hearings at Tarrytown’s Village
Hall Trustee meetings are continuing this
month, and Blau, commenting on that process, said that, “the village is soliciting input
from the general public regarding the proposed law, and this input is being directed
to the Tree Commission.”

Jewish
Learning For
a Just World
Join us in creating a Jewish
community that engages in Jewish
cultural learning and activism.
Our unique program, designed with
your family in mind, celebrates
holidays, teaches progressive
values & inspires action.

Want to know more about our
community in Westchester?
Contact our Director of Education
at kobrien@circle.org or
646-291-8371 or visit us on
the Web at www.circle.org

Check our Complete

“Happenings”
directory for DECEMBER at www.thehudsonindependent.com
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A Dream (Act) Deferred:
The Long Journey to the Rivertowns and Legal Status
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donated to the Community Food
Pantry operating out of Christ
Church.
“We literally watch them blossom
before our eyes,” Ackermann said.
While they may thrive – making
friends, playing ball in the field –
they are itching to get to their loved
ones and begin their new lives.
What this new life looks like,
however, is pretty uncertain, as the
youths often face being returned to
From a reading of “Flowers Behind the Mountain”
the place they risked so much to at Christ Church:
flee.
Top row (L -R:) Santiago Morocho (musician), HowAbbott House only marks the en- ard Lipson (director), Barbara Bennion (playwright)
try point in a spectrum of growing Jose Yenque (actor). Bottom row L to R: Rev.
immigration services in our river- Susan Copley, and actors: Patrick Valley, Barbara
towns. Sleepy Hollow, whose popu- Bonilla, Teresa Yenque, and Pablo Andrade.
lation is majority Spanish-speaking
– largely from Ecuador and the Domarily “overflow,” Gardella said, for the orminican Republic – now has a new RSHM ganization’s popular after-school programLIFE Center annex on Valley Street staffed ming, but it was also an obvious fit for the
with an immigration lawyer to provide legal legal piece. Though the Abbott House hasn’t
support for the other side of that long jour- placed any of their youths in our villages, the
ney to the United States: trying to stay here. LIFE Center’s lawyer has seen an uptick of
Sister Susan Gardella, Executive Director unaccompanied minors in her caseload.
of LIFE, said winning actual citizenship is
Gardella, who grew up on Manhattan’s
sort of pie-in-the-sky for most. It’s the abil- Lower East Side, emphasized that “immiity to get a driver’s license, a job, and enjoy gration is nothing new” though its characthe security of legal residency that’s the real teristics may certainly change.
challenge.
“Anna,” who didn’t want to use her real
Continued on page 7
The LIFE annex opened a year ago as pri-
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Photo courtesy of Barbara Bennion

Irvington’s Abbott House administrators
thought there might be some concern when
they opened their doors in June to unaccompanied minors among the recent surge
from Central America. What they’ve gotten instead is an outpouring of community
support to welcome a steady stream of very
grateful, and often desperate, teen refugees.
Tarrytown’s Christ Church, in particular,
has forged an “incredible relationship” with
these teens, said Henry Ackermann, Chief
Development Officer for the 50-year-old
not-for-profit with roots as a foster care
agency. In October, the church staged a
reading with professional Latino actors of
“Flowers Behind the Mountains,” a play
about immigration. All the proceeds went
to the Abbott House’s new Transitional Resources for Children Program.
The teens sometimes attend the church’s
12:30 pm Spanish service on Sunday, but
usually congregants go over later in the afternoon for worship, games and sharing food
and “our lives,” Pastor Susan Copley said. “It
has been a privilege to be with them.”
“There’s a stark need for these kids to be
cared for,” Ackermann said. “These kids
have been trekking thousands and thousands of miles with nothing but the clothes
on their back. They are running from some-

thing that is terrible. They’ve been through a
very traumatic experience.”
After surviving the treacherous journey to
the U.S./Mexico border, some 60,000-plus
youths from El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras have been picked up by authorities and put in detention centers. The Federal Office of Refugee Resettlement then reroutes them to facilities all over the country
to reunite them with approved family members or sponsors in the region. About 3,000
of these kids have landed in New York.
Abbott House won a federal grant to be
included on this facilities list, enabling the
organization to revive the Irvington campus
it had previously put on the market. To date,
103 youths aged 13 to 17 have stayed for
an average of 17 days. The bed count has
recently increased from 20 to 51 with a new
dedicated floor for girls, of which there have
been nine so far.
The response from the teens to the support they receive here – ranging from “warm
hugs, smiling faces, a bed of their own,” said
Ackermann, to therapy, ESL education, and
even getting a broken bone reset or an open
wound treated – is, foremost, gratitude.
“One of the first things they want to know
is how to say ‘thank you,’” Ackermann said.
Instead of trick-or-treating around the Abbott House this Halloween, the teens collected canned goods, which they, in turn,

by Krista Madsen

Local Reaction Positive to
Obama’s Immigration Deal
Photo courtesy of Barbara Bennion

by Janie Rosman

“We’re going to offer the following deal:
if you’ve been in America for more than
five years; if you have children who are
American citizens or legal residents; if you
register, pass a criminal-background check,
and you’re willing to pay your fair share of
taxes, you’ll be able to apply to stay in this
country temporarily without fear of deportation,” President Barack Obama told
the nation on November 19.
To say that the president’s executive action on immigration was well-received by
The Westchester Hispanic Coalition is an
understatement.
“We’ll be helping our clients and community with immigration relief and are
excited the president has taken a big step
forward to help people,” immigration staff
attorney Jessica Young said. “We’re hoping that a more permanent solution can be
reached through Congress.”
Charlotte Gossett, Regional Outreach
Senior Associate at the New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC), works with
immigrant communities in Westchester
County and the Hudson Valley.
“We’re very excited and see it as a win
for the immigrant rights movement, and
we applaud him taking these steps where
Congress has not,” she said. Nevertheless,

the agency will keep pushing for comprehensive immigration reform “because too
many people were left out.”
While five million people will benefit
from the plan President Obama outlined
last month, Gossett felt it was a temporary
solution. “It leaves out more than half of
the undocumented workers in the United
States, so it’s bittersweet. Hopefully this is
a catalyst to more action,” she said.
One foreseeable challenge will be protecting people from being taken advantage of by inflated fees or misinformation
“NYIC is looking at how to coordinate
countywide services from providers — social support, legal services, education center, hospitals, and others — to have the
correct information so they can see what
eligibility looks like,” she said.
Those who are affected, mainly immigrants who have been here in the United
State for more than five years and whose
children are U.S. citizens or legal residents,
will have to register with the government,
and take and pass a criminal background
check, and pay their taxes and fines for late
payment.
They would then be allowed to stay here
and work legally, minus citizenship or
permanent residency, and they would not
have health care or other benefits.
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Continued on page 25

Dream Act
Continued from page 6

name, was brought to the U.S. from Ecuador by her parents when she was three years
old. Two years ago she applied for and was
granted Deferred Action status, which does
not put her on a path to legalization but
does buy her some time to try. She graduated with honors from Sleepy Hollow High
School, has a job as a secretary, and started
her first semester in a nursing program,
building toward the sort of future career that
might sponsor her stay.
Her parents, on the other hand, “are
working everyday but there’s nothing that
will help them,” Anna said. “They’ve been
in this country for a long time, contributed
and been good citizens. Hopefully with immigration reform someday my dad will have
a chance.”
A dire need for legislative reform is what it
comes down to for many. “Some that are the
loudest against it, if they really looked at a
week in their life – how many people are involved in their life who are undocumented,
they’d be shocked,” Gardella said. “Are they
willing to change their whole lifestyle? To
pay what things would cost without them?
People often put on blinders to those things
– it’s them verses us – it doesn’t touch us directly.”
That said, Gardella noted that most of the
Spanish-speaking immigrants who live in
our villages are indeed tax-paying, legal and
contributing residents.
For those adults who have enjoyed resi-

dency status for the requisite three to five
years, the Southern Westchester BOCES
branch, operating out of Sleepy Hollow’s St.
Teresa’s school, offers a course to prepare for
that final step of their long journey: the citizenship exam.
Students practice for an interview, English
language reading and writing, and a brief
American history test, said Maria Guerrero, Supervisor of the Center for Adults
and Community Services. The course also
emphasizes that citizenship is a privilege that
requires participation – you can now vote;
men may be drafted for war.
About 100 graduates of the regional BOCES program passed the citizenship test last
year, but that’s a drop in the bucket really.
“It’s becoming a legal resident that’s hard,”
Guerrero said.
LIFE’s Gardella understands that this difficult path is often the only choice. “If it’s
better than what you came from, it’s worth
the struggle,” she said. “We have bullying
here and we think that’s horrendous, but
what if you were told to sell drugs or we’ll
kill your mom? Parents want a better life for
their families. That’s the bottom line.”
To donate goods, money, or your time to the
Transitional Resources for Children Program
at the Abbott House (new and unused sporting goods, winter clothes, art supplies, school
supplies, toiletries, Target or Kmart gift cards,
footwear, accessories, duffle bags are always in
need) contact Lindsay Brienza at 914-3656715 or email lbrienza@abbotthouse.net.
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Watercooler

Heard Around the Watercooler
ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS
Rivertown Artists Workshop invites
open nominations from the community
for the second annual Sleepy Hollow Art
and Performance Awards (The Sleepies).
This ceremony recognizes emerging and
established local artists, along with entrepreneurs and business leaders, who have
championed the creation, presentation
and/or proliferation of new artistic work,
or spearheaded community arts-based alliances during the past year. Deadline for
submissions is December 15. For details
and to nominate, visit: www.rivertownartistworkshop.org/the-sleepies

OPENED
Congratulations to chef Eric Korn, owner of Good-Life Gourmet in Irvington, on
the exciting launch of his new restaurant,
Wolfert’s Roost, at 100 Main Street in Irvington. Look for a feature article and review in next month’s Hudson Independent
about Eric and Wolfert’s Roost.

AWARDED
Sleepy Hollow High School students
placed third and were awarded $250 Apple
Store gift cards after entering Con Edison’s
Get Out the Vote contest. The students (enrolled in Participation in Government and
Contemporary Issues 12 Honors) created a
90-second video message that included every class member, combining interviews,
posters, and human letters spelling the
word VOTE. (To view their video, visit:
http://conedison.votigo.com/fbcontests/
showentry/Con-Edison-Get-Out-theVote-Video-Contest/187849/187849.)
The contest was open to all middle and
high school students living in New York
City and Westchester County with the
goal of promoting the right and civic duty
to vote on Election Day. Judges included
staff from the Museum of the Moving
Image, the Jacob Burns Film Center, and
Con Edison. SHHS seniors Jeffrey Asante,
Thalia Criollo, Daniel Elia, Joseph Galasso, Ashley Pesantez-Quesada, and Christian Yuqui attended the October 28th
screening reception held at the Museum of
the Moving Image in Astoria, Queens.

HONORED
Tappan Zee Constructors, LLC (TZC)
President, Darrell E. Waters, was honored
with the Industry “Good Scout” Award
last month by respected members of the
construction, labor and real estate communities.
Waters, a Senior Vice President of Fluor
Enterprises and Project Executive/President of TZC, brings more than 40 years of
high‐level construction industry manage-
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ment experience to the New NY Bridge
project. Waters holds a B.S. degree in Civil
Engineering and an M.S. in Civil Engineering and Construction Management
from Stanford University. He and his wife
of 33 years, Jenene, have two grown sons.
Other honorees include Jeff Loughlin (Local 137 IU Operating Engineers) and Jeff
Randolph (PepsiCo).

ACCEPTED
The following Irvington student musicians were accepted into Area All-State
this year: Maxine Bell, Nora Burkhardt,
Luke Hargraves, Swati Narayan, and Gabe
Siegel (All-State String Orchestra); Jillian
Conley, Remy Mermelstein, and Zoe Mermelstein (All-State Band); Tiara Borneman, Miles Gilbert, Clara Montgomery,
Elizabeth Wang, and Ethan Weinstein (AllState Symphony Orchestra); and Amanda
Blass, David Chu, Katie Graubart, Chaeyoung Kang, Lisa Kusiak and Illeana Zinger
(Area All-State Chorus).

NAMED
Dobbs Ferry High School senior Yiorgos
Argyros has been named a Semifinalist in
the 2014 Siemens Competition in Math,
Science & Technology, one of the nation’s
premiere science research competitions
for high school students. Argyros, a student in Dobbs Ferry High School’s science research program, teamed up with
Mamaroneck High School senior Emily
McCarthy to study the effect that a specific gene has on a person’s susceptibility
to epilepsy and seizures. Their findings
have the potential to help clarify the genetic underpinnings of Juvenile Myoclonic
Epilepsy in humans and could ultimately
help to develop more effective treatments
for seizures. This collaboration is a first for
the two Westchester schools, which have
their own award-winning science research
programs.
Please send submissions about special distinctions, honors, and awards given to local
community members or organizations to:
thiwatercooler@thehudsonindependent.com
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Rescued Cat
Continued from page 1

it and, “put its face into my mask and turned
on the air supply,” he said. He massaged the
cat’s chest as he left the building. Hoyt’s father, Robert Hoyt, is a village trustee, and
drove a fire truck that day. Robby Hoyt kept
the air mask on the cat until the arrival of the
Tarrytown Ambulance Corps.
“I did what I would expect anyone to do,”
Hoyt said in recounting his efforts to keep
the kitty alive. Firefighters remained at the
location for almost two hours, ensuring that
nothing would spark renewed flames in the
devastated residence or spread to the heavily
water damaged first floor unit at the Edgemont Condominium.
Hoyt turned Scout over to EMT Alaric
Young who provided a regular oxygen supply to the cat and kept applying manually
what might be described as artificial respiration to resuscitate an animal. The cat was
rushed to the Greenburgh Animal Hospital,
where it was further treated by a veterinarian emergency group, and Scout’s condition
stabilized.
Two days later, the cat was taken to Sleepy
Hollow Animal Hospital. Dr. Brian Green
who operates the hospital, described Scout
as having “suffered severe neurological

Affordable Housing
Continued from page 1

In October, Village Manager Michael
Blau organized a closed-door meeting, inviting two members of each of the three boards
to try and reach consensus. And they did—
recommending that an architect design part
of the building with three stories and part
with two to preserve the library’s view. The
only problem, according to Blau, the design
didn’t work.
“From the village’s perspective,” said Blau,
“we very much need this housing and want
to see it built.” Blau said Cotter will try

problems,” from the toxicity in the inhaled
smoke, causing blindness and paralysis. The
cat was unable to support its own weight,
Dr. Green said. It also had developed pneumonia, but antibiotics apparently are successfully treating that condition and the cat
was back to “breathing very comfortably,”
Dr. Green added.
Green had the cat examined by a noted
veterinarian neurologist. Dr. Green stated
in a web post that the neurologist, despite
Scout’s “profound neurologic compromise,
felt he had a chance to recover partially at
least, and near completely at best.”
Given the cat’s condition, “Vision would
be the last thing to be restored,” Dr. Green
noted, and in a Facebook post at week’s
end, described Scout as “progressing beyond expectations. By the week of Thanksgiving, Scout was back with the Russells in
their temporary residence. Linda Russell
described Scout as apparently still without
vision, “but I’m hopeful that it will come
back as will happen in these type injuries.
He is eating well. Scout is still kind of wobbly, trips around ... and sometimes falls
completely over his head into his food. He
is working on his motor skills” she added,
and “He’s doing pretty good.” Linda Russell
expressed gratitude to all who participated in
Scout’s rescue and rehabilitation.

again with a new design, starting with a submission to the Architectural Review Board.
While Cotter did not return a call for
comment, last year he told The Hudson Independent, “We’ll try to create the type of
housing that people want.”
His partner, Lynne Ward, recently spoke
as a panelist at an Urban Land Institute conference in White Plains. She said that the
difficulty of navigating the various boards
and the SEQRA (State Environmental
Quality Review Act) process had caused a
“hollowing out” of Westchester, making it
uncompetitive and unattractive to business.

8 Main Street, Tarrytown
(Across from the Music Hall)

Archival Framing • Mirrors • Shadow Boxes • Poster Framing
Art-Frame Restoration • Installation Service
Corporate Accounts Welcome · Discounts for Artists
N

EW
HOUR
S

Ted Howell, owner • 914-332-5200
Monday thru Friday 10 - 6 • Sat 10 - 5 • Sunday Closed
“Four Generations of Fine Framing”
Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
19 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
Bus. 914-591-7800
Fax 877-462-3096
jean.sears@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
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Phelps New President, CEO Sees Services Expanding With
North Shore LIJ Link
When Phelps Memorial Hospital Center officially becomes a part of the North
Shore-LIJ Health System in January, initial
changes in its operation will be subtle, but
the additional resources at its disposal will be
extensive, according to Daniel Blum, newly
appointed President and CEO of the hospital. He defined the alliance with the expanding health care system as “more of an
alignment” rather than a dramatic transformation for Phelps.
Phelps will be the 17th hospital within
the North Shore LIJ system, and its first in
Westchester, adding to the system’s status as
New York State’s largest group health care
employer. The Sleepy Hollow Hospital will
be able to provide a level of care, “that you
would not be able to achieve with a smaller
system,” Blum said.
Last month, Blum replaced Keith F.
Safian, who is credited with the major expansion of the hospital’s services through
his 25-year tenure at Phelps. Blum’s former
position at Phelps was that of Senior VicePresident with wide-ranging responsibilities
that included following through with the
hospital’s strategic planning, and supervising its multi-specialty medical group, clinical and ancillary services. Previously he held
top administrative positions at White Plains
Hospital Center and St. Vincent’s Hospital
in New York City.
He began his career in healthcare as a
paramedic and paramedic instructor in
New York City. While at Phelps he also
serves as Vice Chairman of the New York
State Health Emergency Medical Advisory
Council.
Moving into the hospital’s top administrative post as the alliance with North
Shore-LIJ, is taking place, Blum unpreten-

tiously sees his role, as
serted. “A shared burden.” to balance our books even though we have,
“someone who has to faHe mentioned health within the community a population of pacilitate things. I think that
insurance companies, in tients who were not able to reimburse comchange will occur subtlety
posing the question as to pletely for the cost of the care.”
over time” Blum said, but
which constituent group
To assist the hospital in caring for the unhe added, “There will be
would be the ones to be insured, “...we truly rely on the good graces
things immediately availcut or eliminated. “People of the community, Blum stated. “There are
able to us.”
talk about a single payer a lot of generous people who provide donaBlum cited the recent
system...that would elimi- tions. That is an investment in the commuconcerns over Ebola as
nate the third party purse nity and the hospital, and it enables us to
an example where there
and the profits they at- improve the hospital and provide a safety
are advantages being aftain.” However, he said, “I net for those who require the care.”
filiated with a large health
personally don’t believe we
Blum cited the five new state-of-the-art
care system. “We really Daniel Blum replaced longtime will ever have a single pay- operating rooms, for both inpatient and
had a tremendous burden Phelps President Keith Safian. er system exclusively with- outpatient surgery, slated to open early
here preparing for Ebola,”
out third party insurance.” next year as an example that will “...make
he explained. “We certainly had to do this,
“One of the strategies we are participating us highly competitive with other providers
but it is a huge expense. There is a certain in with North Shore LIJ is a health insur- surrounding us.” He said the hospital spent
amount of learning that has to be undertak- ance product that is now licensed by LIJ for $15 million on the new surgical center. He
en.” He said that included “training a phe- this region, and beyond,” Blum noted. “It is also envisioned an expansion of outpatient
nomenal number of staff so that they can called North Shore-LIJ CareConnect and it services by Phelps. He added that, “Our
protect themselves and our patients.”
is on health care exchanges, and it also can goal is to create some community centers
Blum said that for the hospital to under- be purchased privately.” Blum pointed out that are comprehensive in nature and oftake that on its own, “it is so much more that the hospital’s physicians and services fer physicians’ services for primary care and
costly and difficult as compared to receiving would be among health care providers ac- multi-specialty care as well as clinical supsupport on the subject from the health sys- cepting the insurance.
port services.”
tem, so we were quick to react to the that
While it costs Phelps “millions of dollars
Characterizing North Shore LIJ’s “ethos
mandate to make preparations. I have to a year,” Blum emphasized that “charitable and values as the same as ours,” Blum said
commend North Shore LIJ. With roughly care, caring for the uninsured and underin- that its goal coincides with that of Phelps,
15,000 employees, they do have experts in sured is our mission,” and he explained that “to continue to serve our community.” As
such remote minutiae, so we get a head start includes, “taking care of any person who for his own newly acquired position and its
on things. If we were to have gaps....they comes to us with the same standard of care. demands, Blum added, “ I am very enthusiwill assist us in covering those gaps.”
Fortunately, we historically have been able astic about the challenge.”
Among the challenges most hospitals concede they face today is trying to cut operating
costs while improving patient care. While
calling that pursuit something of a paradox,
Blum said, “There are certain ways to do it;
for instance using technology.” However, he
Since 1980
explained that the capital cost of acquiring
the technology itself is “tremendous.”
“There should be constituent group approaches to the health system,” Blum asBrian J. Green, D.V.M.
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We are pleased to introduce
Puparazzi Pet Grooming by Jen Florio now at our facility!

914-631-0606

By appointment
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ACCREDITED PRACTICE

by Robert Kimmel

www.sleepyhollowanimalhospital.com

AAHA
AMERICAN
ANIMAL
HOSPITAL
ASSOCIATION

Coin and Stamp Buyer
Visits your home……

Buying Coin & Stamp Collections
Paying highest prices for entire collections of
coins, stamps, and paper money.
Complete Privacy and safety of your own home.
Payment on the spot in full.
Serving the Hudson Valley!

Call Anthony’s 1-800-543-4514
*Established 1958
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Business News

Pretty Funny Vintage & Antique Store in Tarrytown
by linda viertel

Stephanie Leggio, owner of Pretty Funny
Vintage & Antique Store in Tarrytown, describes her shop, jam-packed with folk art,
gift items, vintage clothes and antiques, as
an “emporium.” But, even that word doesn’t
really come close. Pretty Funny is a place of
enchantment, with an inventory to delight
the eye; it’s the perfect place to hunt for that
inspired gift, and to return to again and
again for new choices, or just to browse for
that unexpected something that will light
up your own home or wardrobe.
Leggio’s store is called “Pretty Funny”
for good reason. As she says, “I love
humor - things that give you a
laugh.” Folk art, the natural
world and the off-center inspire her. Where else can you
find hand-crafted shea butter soaps, hat pin holders,
brass stencils, 19th century
tool wood tool carriers, antique
beds and dressers, picnic baskets,
bartending ware, vintage glassware and
clothes, unusual light fixtures and bee skeps?
Leggio grew up in Tarrytown and started

in the antique business 28 years ago; when
her parents purchased their spacious Queen
Anne corner home at 80 South Broadway,
she created a store upstairs with their help.
Then, her student hobby grew into a profession. ”I studied theatre, so I had prop styling in my background. It was natural for me
to do display work.” Her next store in the
family home, Sam Said, sold strictly vintage
clothes, folk art and furniture. But, after having her two boys, she turned Sam Said into
her “emporium,” ever-changing, and filled
with both old and new-fangled items – “curious goods,” as she likes to describe them.
Along with her helpful staff, Mary Schnogg
amd Sandy Henke, Leggio has created a place “where you feel like
you are going to a friend’s
house.” And, she kept that
focus as Pretty Funny grew.
A welcoming cup of coffee
or tea and cookies greet customers. On weekends, visitors
can be found reading The New
York Times on her porch. “It’s a
fun place to come, shop, and get inspired:
it’s about liking the experience and letting
others know,” Leggio added.

www.thehudsonindependent.com

She still takes road trips looking for vintage clothes, furniture, and decorative
items. “That’s my real love,” she said. While
selling to prop stylists, and film companies,
she also finds time to listen to and search for
what her customers want. Leggio and her
creative staff constantly move items around,
creating elaborate and enticing vignettes, so
that returning customers keep discovering
different merchandise.
Her love of nature can be seen in the bird
themed pillows, reed baskets, wicker furniture, papier mache animal heads on the
walls, or the charming felt animals figures
to decorate holiday trees.
Holiday shopping at Pretty Funny will give
customers a plethora of choices for stocking
stuffers and hostess gifts, not to mention
one-of-a-kind presents for friends and family. Artisanal picture frames, paper weights,
old suitcases and typewriters co-exist with
cashmere scarves, new and old hand bags,
botanical essence candles, Lisa B. socks, unusual greeting cards, and reasonably priced
costume jewelry. Books range from Leonard
Cohen’s poetry, to early edition Zane Grey
mysteries, and The Hudson Independent writer, Marci Cuff’s This Book Was A Tree.

And, don’t forget to go downstairs where
the same authenticity and curiosity are on
display. There, you’ll find picnic baskets,
kitchenware, vintage and new barware,
mixology books, vintage clothes and more
furniture.
Well-known Tarrytown resident, Eleanor
Ross, Stephanie’s mother, has opened an
annex upstairs on Saturdays and Sundays –
her new venture for the holidays. It will be a
continuation of Pretty Funny with some specially priced sale items, “new and old gifts.”
If you aren’t fortunate enough to see Pretty Funny first-hand and wander through
the treasure trove of ever-changing inventory and hand-picked finds, Pretty Funny
can be found in the Ecommerce world: easily accessible, but not as much fun!

If You Go
Pretty Funny Vintage
80 South Broadway, Tarrytown
914-631-3368
Hours: 11-7, Tues.-Sat.
prettyfunnyvintage.com
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Introducing Found:
A Store Supporting Animal
Causes Through the Arts
by Krista Madsen

Ricky R., colon patient

M

Y

The Advantages of Laparoscopic
Colon Surgery

CM

MY

Hudson Valley Surgical Group’s Minimally
Invasive Center oﬀers patients a better choice
for colon surgery.

CY

CMY

K

Hudson Valley Surgical Group. Providing
patients the latest in Minimally Invasive
Surgery while utilizing the most advanced
technology.
■ Abdomen
■ Appendix
■ Hernia
■ Colon & Rectal
■ Gallbladder
■ Thyroid
Robert Raniolo, MD & Har Chi Lau, MD
Castle Connolly’s Top Doctors™ in America
©2014 Hudson Valley Surgical Group | All Rights Reserved.

Beneﬁts include:
■ Less postoperative pain
■ Shorten hospital stay
■ Quicker return to normal activity
■ Improved cosmetic results

Hudson Valley
Surgical Group
MINIMALLY INVASIVE CENTER

777 N. Broadway, Suite 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

914.631.3660 | HudsonValleySurgeons.com
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“The doctors understood how important
it was to get me back to work in a week.”

C

Dr. Pia Salk, a clinical psychologist, mom
to many rescued animals, and a Sleepy
Hollow resident, has opened a space for
her growing practice in Irvington – with a
creative twist. Her office is tucked into the
backroom of a very lively Main Street storefront packed with fun and imaginationstirring found objects. Found is a crafty
hoarder’s paradise – albeit an organized one
– with innumerable containers, each with
their own theme. Mason jars of buttons,
beads. Tempting tubes of BINGO ink. A
tower of corks, a basket of old keys, bottle
caps, gem-like lightbulbs. It’s endless.
Within this mix, are objects for sale (Salk
makes all kinds of wearable and hangable
art from such oddities) and invitations to
create. Salk is still working out the details
on how best to make Found into a userfriendly community space – hours, pricing,
ages, TBD – but there will be art-making
for groups and individuals, themed events,
and open studio days to peruse and purchase one-of-a-kind gifts and treasures.
The art-making can even accompany her
therapy sessions, as she likes to apply a collaborative, creative model to her practice.
Most importantly, Salk knows where the
proceeds will go: to the animals so close to
her heart. As the spokesperson for Adopta-Pet.com, America’s largest non-profit pet
adoption web service, Salk has become a
recognized advocate for animal welfare issues and Humane Education.
An expert on the human-animal bond,
Salk and her husband share their home
with a posse of rescued companion animals – from a pit bull to a three-legged
cat – some of whom she adopted after
co-leading the post-Katrina animal rescue
effort in the Gulf Coast. Found will fund
various animal welfare issues and support
local organizations with its myriad crueltyfree offerings and events.
Salk often attracts clients who, though
they may not have a particularly issue related to their pet(s), know she has a sensibility
that complements theirs. She is known to
bring her own dogs to select therapy sessions, and is always open to including one’s
own furry or feathered family in her work.
Salk is trained in family systems theory
and “a family often includes members of
others species – from dogs and cats, to turtles and hamsters – they are all beings with
whom we have a relationship,” she said.
“They are often the non-consenting casualties of our human problems. Whether we
realize it or not, we have a shared lineage.
Humans are just one species of animal
among many.”
While pets are often overlooked in the
psychology field, Salk said they, like children, often exhibit the symptoms of what
ails a whole family, and so often, they are

also a key to its healing.
Healing has historically been a family
business. Salk is the niece of Jonas Salk, who
developed the first vaccine against polio in
1954. He was the eldest of three brothers.
Herman was a veterinarian. Pia’s dad Lee
was a child psychologist, who wrote bestselling books that brought fathers into the
childrearing process and encouraged listening to the wisdom of children.

Dr. Pia Salk is a Sleepy Hollow resident
and clinical psychologist.

It was a dense, intellectually lively household in Manhattan, growing up with these
three debating around the dinner table.
And there was always art, said Salk, who remembers making things as part of her own
therapy, she supposes. She sees the artistry
in being a scientist too, as ultimately it’s
creativity that made these smart men great,
“my three wise men,” she calls them fondly.
Sadly, all deceased but figuring largely in
her own character.
Salk became a psychologist, “for humans,” she specifies, but unable to ignore
the healing power of her other interests –
art and animals – she now embraces the
idea of incorporating her full personality
into her work. She remembers spending
her childhood summers in Maine, balancing the other seasons spent in the density
of the city. Here she saved animals, painted
stones.
Her psychiatry practice and the other activities soon to ensue at 123 Main Street
will honor discovery, collaboration, nature,
and allow much room for one’s personality to flourish. Grab the objects you like
– everything has potential – use glue, apply paint, make someone something truly
unique, laugh, relax, connect.
“Art and animals offer great ways for
people to connect,” she said. On a broader
scale, “this is about everything we want in
a healthy society, nonviolent solutions to
issues, empathy, personal responsibility…
Anyone can make art with things they find
Continued on page 20
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Christ Episcopal Church
Anticipates Another
Successful Clothing Sale
by Tess Weitzner

Photo by Krista Madsen

Once a year, the English-speaking
and Spanish-speaking communities
within the Christ Episcopal Church
come together for a joint “Spanglish”
service. Together, they pray and connect, and for an afternoon, the two
communities are one.
Twelve times a year, the two communities convene to take part in
the Clothing Closet & Boutique
Sale. Held every second Friday and
Saturday of the month, this wildly
successful sale has been one of the
church’s most talked-about events.
“I began the sale because the people asked for it, and today there is
Merchandise at bargain prices will be sold
still a need for the clothes from the
December 12 and 13.
community” said head organizer
Photo by Tess Weitzner
Margarita Cantillana, who represents the church’s Spanish-speaking
community.
cially because the prices are so low.”
When Cantillana first coordinated the
Hamilton pointed out that one needn’t
sale in 2007, the merchandise was confined be a church member to enjoy the Clothing
to a few large garbage bags, held in the cor- Closet’s vast array of apparel and linens, or
ner of a room. Seven years later, the sale has to donate. In fact, the sale’s popularity has
expanded to two full rooms, stocked floor spread far beyond the Sleepy Hollow/Tarto ceiling to accommodate the staggering rytown region. “We’ve had people from the
amounts of donated clothes. The Hackley Poconos drop off bags of clothes; the word
School alone gave the church more than spreads fast!” she noted.
150 coats, and in less than two hours nearly
The surplus of donations has also allowed
all were in the hands of grateful new own- the church to help those in need. Families
ers.
who have suffered a fire are helped back on
“Everyone loves it!” exclaimed Kathy their feet, and the church also partakes in
Hamilton, the event’s second organizer. “It programs such as the Midnight Run to prohas become so popular, and we sell out so vide New York City’s homeless with warm
quickly! We’re always shocked.”
weather attire.
Families, teens, tourists, and everyone in
In a bright, warm room, there is a buzz of
between have eagerly flocked to the Closet’s folding, sorting, and labeling as Cantillana,
John Street location (just one block west Hamilton, and about 15 volunteers are alof the Church, in the lower level of Acker- ready hard at work preparing for the next
man Hall) to enjoy an extensive collection sales to be held on Friday, December 12,
of styles and sizes. Most shirts, sweaters, from 5 to 7 p.m., and Saturday, December
and pants go for $1 to $3, and $4 can buy 13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
a blazer or a pair of boots. “Coats, shoes,
“We have fun, and everybody works toand children’s clothing seem to be our most gether,” beamed Cantillana “It is such a
popular items,” Hamilton remarked, “espe- beautiful thing.”

LIFE Center Receives $30,000
Grant for After School Program
by Tess Weitzner

The St. Faith’s House Foundation last
month approved a grant of $30,000 for
the RSHM LIFE Center’s After School
Program in Sleepy Hollow.
“St. Faith’s House Foundation has been
very faithful to us in the past, and we are
grateful,” said LIFE Center Executive Director Sister Susan Gardella. “We don’t get
money from the town or the county, so we
depend on support from the RSHM community (Religious Sacred Heart of Mary)
and from local organizations such as the
Kid’s Club, the Rotary Club, and the Rivertown Runners.”
Though the Center offers services for

toddlers to senior citizens, the After
School Program is the Center’s flagship.
Throughout the school year, 125 children
in kindergarten through fifth grade are
provided with English language development, homework assistance, tutoring, a
computer lab, enrichment activities, and
supervised recreation. Understanding
that many of the children have not been
exposed to English prior to enrolling in
school, the program is designed to place
a special emphasis on literacy. Just passing by the Center on Beekman Avenue in
Sleepy Hollow, one can easily see that it is
reading time. The coveted reading spot is
the carpeted corner by the window.
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Viewfinder
1: V
 eterans Johnny Blaylock and Chick Galella shook hands
in front of wreath created by Tarrytown Little Gardens
Garden Club.
2: S
 usan Antenen of Rockefeller Preserve gave a lecture at
Warner Library.

2
1
3: Sleepy Hollow Mayor Ken
Wray took part in ribbon
cutting ceremony for Tjuana
Mexican Grill on November
1.
4: Recipients of Sleepy
Hollow Tarrytown Chamber
of Commerce 2014 Milestone Awards posed together on November 18.

3

Photos by Sunny McLean

4
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Sports

Youth Football is Alive and Well in Sleepy Hollow
by Kevin Brown

Big Media has reported huge drop offs in
the number of kids playing youth football
this past season. There is relentless coverage of the potential for injury and the various kids that do suffer life-ending and lifethreatening injuries as a result of playing
youth football. There is no doubt that it is a
game filled with contact, and when 11 kids
are colliding with 11 other kids, anything
can happen.
What is not shouted from the rooftops
are the hundreds of thousands of boys who
play youth football and benefit so tremendously from it. The 24-hour news cycle
blasts the most egregious issues regarding
football players and their conduct. What
you don’t hear about are all the amazing
football programs that teach young boys
focus, discipline, toughness and team synchronicity.
Steve Nelson, father of one of the Wolfpack players in Sleepy Hollow, said, “Of
course I am worried about my son playing
football. But our coaches spend a ton of
time on head-up tackling and making sure
that all of the rules are followed to maximize their safety.”

The Wolfpack 5thand 6th grade team
won the WYFBL Championship on November 8 beating the Pleasantville Panthers
in a rematch of an earlier battle of undefeated teams. In the earlier contest, the Wolfpack charged out to a 24-8 first half lead,
but Pleasantville took advantage of some
key injuries to tie the game late, and eventually won in overtime on an extra point.
Back at full strength for the Championship Game, the Wolfpack left no doubt
they were the class of the WYFBL. Led by
QB Ben Good and the powerful running
of Harrison Halesworth and Dylan Nelson, the offense was not to be stopped. The
offensive line anchored by Larson Ortiz,
Talon Carsto, Weston Latessa, Liam Hansen, and Ruben Bertiz dominated the line
of scrimmage allowing Halesworth to rush
for 150+ yards and two TDs, and Nelson
to add 75 yards of his own. The offense was
so relentless that they did not punt in the
game.
The defense was also outstanding, led by
Halesworth’s 13 tackles, and the penetration of Latessa, Carsto and Noel Gomez.
Outstanding tackling from Jake Zednik,
Zach Rudder, Nelson, and the defensive
backfield of Michael Scaglione, Kevin Sulli-

The Wolfpack won the WYFBL championship after an 8-1 season.
—Photo by: Danny Elia

van, Eli Dessesow and Daniel Callahan left
the Panthers with little room to run, and
less hope to score.
In the end it was Good in the victory
formation, and the Wolfpack celebrating
their 12-0 win, an 8-1 season, and a welldeserved championship.
Steve Rudder said, while celebrating the
victory, “No, I don’t worry at all about my
kid playing football. These coaches follow
all of the rules for concussions, injuries,

heat, etc. Things are different now and we
know where the issues come from and how
to address them. Head Coach Dave Halesworth and his staff care far more about each
kid then winning, as they are dads too!”
It was an amazing accomplishment from a
group of young men and the coaching staff
who worked all summer long to hoist the
trophy pictured here. The future of Sleepy
Hollow football appears extremely bright.

AYSO’s New SH Football Club Celebrates Inaugural Season
by Michael Weitzen

Like USA soccer stars Alex Morgan,
Landon Donovan, and Julie Foudy, our
local youth have grown up playing the
beautiful game with the American Youth
Soccer Organization (AYSO). Today, in
the wake of the growth of soccer in the
United States, AYSO boasts over 650 chil-
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dren registered in our local program; and
this fall, a new era in local youth soccer
began when Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow’s
AYSO program formed the Sleepy Hollow
Football Club (SHFC).
The new club plays in the Westchester
Youth Soccer League (WYSL), the largest
regional soccer organization, which, with
multiple divisions of over 17,000 play-

December 2014

ers and more than 650 teams, offers the
potential for higher levels of competition.
SHFC fields boys’ and girls’ (U9-U13)
teams through open tryouts, and all of
the players continue to be registered with
AYSO and coached by trained AYSO volunteers committed to its philosophies.
Recognizing that skilled players would
benefit from playing on more competitive
teams, Region 220 long participated in the
countywide AYSO EXTRA program, and
many elements of this program were incorporated in AYSO’s national EXTRA Program. However, over time, other AYSO
regions in Westchester began withdrawing EXTRA teams from the program and
moving them to WYSL. This year, Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow AYSO decided to
follow suit, allowing players interested in
club soccer to continue to play locally.
“Many families are interested in club soccer, and we had enough skilled players to
create our own club program. We wanted
to promote the ideals of AYSO soccer, like
player development and positive coaching,
and keep the cost of the program reasonable so all our interested and qualified
players could participate,” said former Regional Commissioner Karen Kuhn. “Now
our top players have the opportunity to
stay in our villages and play together in a
positive environment. We look forward to
seeing their skills develop further as they
play together into their high school years.”
SHFC partnered with Rivertowns
United of Ardsley/Dobbs Ferry/Hastings
(RUFC), which has a similar two-tiered
AYSO and club structure, to enter WYSL.
Following the RUFC/AYSO model, all
SHFC players are registered in both pro-

grams. All coaches benefit from the wealth
of resources provided by the WYSL as well
as AYSO’s National Coaching program,
the only soccer coach education program
in the U.S. that is accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Coaching Education.
“We initially planned to enter four
teams, but demand was so high that 11
teams were formed,” said SHFC and
AYSO Regional Commissioner, Matt Evans. “In addition to our AYSO core program for children aged 4 to 19, and our
VIP program for children with special
needs, we now have club boys and girls
teams from Under age 9 to Under age 14.
Our plans are to expand as our children
and our program grow.”
The local community seems to be on
board with the newfound momentum for
soccer, recently passing a bond issue to
build two artificial turf fields to increase
the availability of recreational field space.
The Toll Brothers development is also
nearing completion on a new large grass
field on the Tarrytown Lakes, and the
Region is constantly on the lookout for
more field space. AYSO has long benefitted from a partnership with the Villages
of Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, and the
Tarrytown and Pocantico School Districts
for use of fields and facilities.
“It’s important that the school fields be
available to the community,” said Sleepy
Hollow High School Athletic Director
Chuck Scarpulla. “These young people are
the future of Sleepy Hollow Athletics, and
this will help them bring more success and
enjoyment to the Horsemen community.”
Continued on page 17
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Sports

SH Boys and Girls Hoops
Teams Counting on Returning
Players to Lead
by Katy Kachnowski

AYSO
Continued from page 16

In recognition of the importance of
youth sports in the community, AYSO
players, including SHFC teams, marched
at halftime of the SHHS Football game
on September 20, along with members of
other youth sports organizations.
Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow AYSO continues to stay true to its roots as a volunteerrun, child-centered organization. It seems
to be paying off as SHFC teams, the “new
kids on the block” in WYSL, have been

SQUINT

successful in their first fall season, with a
record of 55-29-16, and almost every team
finishing in the top half of its division with
two claiming championships.
“This year our youth soccer program celebrates its 35th anniversary in Tarrytown.
We have come a long way since 1979,
when I was a player,” reflected Matt Evans.
For more information about AYSO and
Sleepy Hollow Football Club, visit aysotarrytown.com. For more information
about Rivertowns United, visit rivertownsunited.org.

by Rick Pezzullo

Having won four consecutive state championships and three Class B state Federation
titles in four years, it was only natural for
the Irvington High School girls’ basketball
team to be “devastated” after being bounced
in the semifinals at the County Center by
Dobbs Ferry last year.
However, the Lady Bulldogs still managed to clinch their sixth straight league
title and finished with a 17-3 record. Over
the last five seasons, Irvington has posted an
amazing 123-9 record.
Coach Gina Maher, starting her 39th
season, recorded her 600th win on the
sidelines last year and is “energized” for another campaign where she is confident her
11-member squad will perform well.
“We will rely on 11 kids, not one or two.
No matter who I put in I think will help
us,” Maher said. “A lot of the kids play at
the same level, and in order to be successful

all 11 girls will have to do their part.”
Irvington lost only two players from last
year’s team, but All-Section seniors Lauren
Chafizadeh and Laurilyn Gelardi were the
main scoring threats.
Five seniors, Catherine Hoy, Laura DiCampli, Olivia Rose, Roxy Trama and
Havanna Hall, will provide the leadership
this year. Also returning are juniors Lindsay
Chafizadeh and Nina Valdes, sophomore
point guard Lindsay Halpin and classmate
Katie McMahon, and freshmen Kelly Degnan and Zoe Maxwell.
“It’s great group. They work very hard,”
Maher said. “I think people really gear up
for us and it put a lot of pressure on our
girls, and I try to relieve that pressure by
talking about the here and now. You have to
live in the present.”
Irvington kicks off its season on December 3, followed by the Tipoff Tournament
December 4-6 with local rivals Ardsley, Briarcliff and Dobbs Ferry.

Record Crowd Gobbles Up Turkey Trot:
A record-setting 305 runners turned out on
November 23rd for the 36th annual Irvington
Turkey Trot, a 2.5-mile race through the village
in honor of the late Peter Oley, longtime teacher
and track coach at Irvington High School. With
temperatures hovering close to 70 degrees,
the run from Dows Lane School up Broadway
and back down the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail
to Memorial Park drew an equally large crowd
of spectators. The winner was Andrew Cleary
of Irvington, who clocked in at 14 minutes 10
seconds. Mary Beth Whalen of Sleepy Hollow
was the top female competitor, finishing at
18:16—four seconds ahead of Irvington’s Maggie Segich, who, along with Cleary, took home
a prize turkey, awarded to the top male and
female finishers from Irvington. Recently retired
HIS Principal Scott Mosenthal, an early supporter of the race, won fifth place overall and first in his age category with a very respectable 16:30 finish.

®

PTOMETRY
eye exams frames contact lenses
Tues: 9-5 · Wed: 11-7
Thu, Fri: 11-5 · Sat: 10-3
Sun, Mon: CLOSED
www.squintoptometry.com
VSP Provider
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Dr. Debra Bernstein
68 Main Street
Irvington, NY

914-231-7557
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This season, the Sleepy Hollow boys’ varsity basketball team hits the court with a
new coach. Chris Starace, a special education teacher in the district, who has previous
experience as an assistant coach at Haldane,
Tuckahoe and Rye.
Starace is happy to take on his new role.
“I love coaching because I am able to work
with young men and teach them life lessons on the court that will help them for
years to come,” he said. “I have very high
expectations for this season. We have seven
returning players with varsity experience
and a great group of new players so I think
we have the capability of improving as the
season goes on. Senior captains Henry Hargitai and Joey Good are two returning starters who have really taken their games to the
next level. Both worked hard all summer
preparing for this. ”
The coach will also look towards senior
captain Michael Fortugno to be a strong
presence on the court. “He really sets the
tone on the defensive end of the court,” said
Starace, who noted that Daniel Moriarty,
Michael Morales, and Gabe McGuire will
be key players.
“I am very excited to be a part of this

community as a teacher and the basketball
coach,” Starace said. “I look forward to a
successful season and I hope the community
comes out to support the team because they
have been working very hard.”
The boys’ first home appearance on the
hardwood will be on December 4.
Meanwhile, Sleepy Hollow’s girls’ varsity
basketball has a tougher road ahead of them.
Five talented players graduated last year, resulting in a lot of changes for this season.
“This year is definitely a rebuilding year,”
said coach Nicholas Romeo. “Our team
strengths have yet to be determined and this
first month of the season will be telling.”
The coach is placing a large emphasis on
the team learning plays as well as learning to
work together. Captains, senior Alexandria
Davis-Sumter and junior Vanessa Onwe,
will be crucial to the team dynamic. “If they
can lead the others this year our season will
be a success,” said Romeo.
“I’m excited to play as a Horseman one
last time,” said Davis-Sumter. “The team
is going through a rebuilding process, but
we’re focusing on making the new girls comfortable.”
The team’s first home game will be on December 5 at Sleepy Hollow’s annual holiday
tournament.

Irvington Girls Counting on Depth
to Continue Hoops Success

Explorations Program at Irvington High Teaches Life Skills
by Janie Rosman

Now in its 14th year, the Explorations
Program at Irvington High School teaches
life skills to young men and women with
cognitive disabilities, highlighting a different aspect of learning each day. Most of
the teens and young adults, ages, 14 to 21,
are referred from Irvington Middle School

(which later implemented a similar program) and surrounding school districts.
“Everything we do relates to life skills to
help them move on to an adult life,” explained Holly Sewalk. Part of the program,
one of the first of its kind in the district, is
academic : a math lesson involves a trip to
Sunnyside Federal Savings bank in Irvington. “We fill out a deposit or withdrawal

Tarrytown Mayor Drew Fixell
presented more than 50 local children
with award certificates on October 19 at
the annual GunpowdersKids Awards Party
at the Warner Library. GunpowdersKids
(named for Ichabod Crane’s loyal horse,
Gunpowder) is a project of Ichabod Alive
which encourages children to help others
and develop civic pride with activities that
reach out of the immediate family setting
to benefit the community in some way.
Individually and with TWKH (Town Wide
Kids Helpers), BUDS, and Girl Scout
Daisies, the children volunteered for a
multitude of projects that were noted in a
Proclamation read into the record at the
Board of Trustees meeting on October
20. The Proclamation was accepted by
representative award winners, and October 21 was declared “GunpowdersKids
Day” in the Village of Tarrytown.
Photo by Sunny McLean

slip, hand it to the teller, and then check the
balance,” she said.
Social skills are also a major component
of the program. In addition, students learn
about shopping and best value, “which isn’t
always the lowest price.”
Two mornings a week, students work in
local businesses as part of the program’s vocational learning. “Some are at Courtyard

Marriott in Tarrytown, StoneFire Pizza in
Irvington, Geordane’s Food Market, the
Irvington Public Library, our district office and the district elementary school program,” she said.
To help her students understand community-based instruction, Sewalk, who
lives in Nanuet and commutes across the
bridge, felt that learning about this monumental undertaking in the local community
was important for students to understand.
Teaching Assistant Mary Fox called the
New NY Bridge Outreach Center and arranged a presentation. “I felt it’s important
for them to see history in the making,” she
said.
Because project officials had planned a
media boat tour that day, Public Outreach
Administrator Andy O’Rourke met her
class solo and well prepared.
“Andy spoke with teachers before the
presentation and tailored it to my students’
comprehension abilities,” Sewalk recalled.
Most important was making sure the subject matter was at students’ comprehension
levels. Additionally, she and teaching assistant Mary Fox did pre-teaching strategies
about the bridge prior to the day trip.
“He went through the history of the
bridge, why it’s named the Tappan Zee
Bridge, and the oyster program, so the presentation combined current events and also
included historical components,” she said.
Students had seen pictures of the barges and
Continued on page 21
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Arts & Entertainment

SHPA’s Winter Performance: The Hip Nut
by Zoe Kaplan

Looking for some fun this winter season?
Come join the Sleepy Hollow Performing
Artists in their modern twist on The Nutcracker: The Hip Nut. Although the show
is complete with the well-known and traditional music of The Nutcracker, it takes
a fun spin, where Clara wants an iPhone
6, but gets a Nutcracker instead. Despite
her disappointment, she has more things
to worry about: her toys have come to life,
including her Nutcracker Prince and an
Evil Mouse Queen. Furthermore, Clara
and the Prince are captured by the Evil
Mouse Queen. Once the prince and Clara
escape, they go clubbing, where they must
also rescue popular stars like Beyoncé,
Nikki, Miley Cryus, Lady Gaga, and Katy
Perry. The adventure is complete with Sugar Plum Dew and Sugar Plum Don’t: two
individuals who help Clara control her actions to stop being an out-of-control teen.
At the end, Clara not only learns a lesson
in how to behave, but has fun along the

way.
This idea of teaching good character in a
positive and exciting environment reflects
the basic principles of the Sleepy Hollow
Performing Artists (SHPA). SHPA was
founded in 2002 by Debrayln Press, a renowned performing artist. As the director
of SHPA, Press emphasizes what she believes to be core values: talent, focus, joy,
individuality, and creativity. Teachers at
SHPA, all master artists, work to incorporate these values into every class. Parents
of children enrolled in programs at SHPA
comment on not only an improvement in
talent, but in self-esteem and confidence.
There are numerous classes available at
SHPA, not only for dance students, but
for theater and voice as well. If interested
in dance, one can choose from an extensive variety, including modern, jazz, breakdance, ballet, tap, theater dance, and hip
hop, for which SHPA has won Westchester’s Best Hip Hop Classes for the past five
years. For those more interested in acting
and singing, SHPA offers a wide range of

classes for all aspects of theater and voice.
These classes run every day of the week,
and can be enjoyed by any individual,
whether child or adult.
No matter what class one takes, one can
be assured that they will be immersed in an
environment of kindness and respectable
behavior. Not only does SHPA work to
promote growth in talent and technique,
but in attitude and hard work. Every student at SHPA is taught to treat others well,
welcome them, and assist them, whether it
be with a move for a dance or with a personal issue. The environment SHPA creates for its students is extremely nurturing
and caring, nearly guaranteeing a special,
positive experience for all who enroll.
SHPA’s The Hip Nut features many
young students who have learned and benefited greatly from the SHPA core values
and healthy environment. The show will
be performed at the Irvington Town Hall
Theater on December 13 at 7:30 p.m.
and December 14 at 5:30 p.m. Tickets
for adults are $20 and are $18 for stu-

Modern twist of The Nutcracker will be
performed at the Irvington Town Hall
Theater.

dents and seniors. They may be purchased
from SHPA’s location in Sleepy Hollow
at 362 N Broadway. For additional information, SHPA can be reached by calling
(914) 909-5070 or by emailing contact@
shpacenter.com.

Irvington Town Hall Theater Events Scheduled
Under the direction of new Irvington
Town Hall Theater (ITHT) manager
Gregory Allen, the theater has developed
two new self-produced series, joining the
Best of Film Series (now in its sixth season)
which will screen Force Majeure (Cannes
Film Festival Jury Prize winner and Sweden’s Official Selection for the 2015 Academy Awards’ Best Foreign Film) on Friday,
December 5 at 8 p.m.
The two new Monday night series,
Cabaret on the Hudson and Irvington
Stage Door, present shows alternately each
month. (Monday nights are notoriously
dark on Broadway, allowing for NYC performers to come to Irvington.)
Cabaret on the Hudson, which returns
to ITHT on December 8 at 8 p.m., offers an evening of music mixed with stories
during which the audience becomes part
of what’s happening on stage. Partnering with NiCori Studios and Productions,
ITHT showcases seasoned performers-hosted by multi-nominated cabaret artist
Corinna Sowers-Adler. The December 8th
production will feature Marissa Mulder,
Kevin Dozier, and Deborah Tranelli. To
help create an authentic dinner theater
experience, participating Irvington restaurants offer dinner specials before Cabaret
and Stage Door events for patrons who
present a theater ticket for that night’s
show.
Irvington Stage Door presents readings
of works in progress headed to New York
City before they have gone into production. After each Stage Door performance,
the audience participates in a talk-back
session with the play’s creative team-- a
unique opportunity for both the audience and playwright (before the show is at
the mercy of critics). The Stranger will be
presented on Monday, January 12 at 7:30

p.m. -- a newly adapted play based on the
1942 French novel by Albert Camus and
developed by the Ensemble of The Seeing
Place Theater with artistic director Brandon Walker as the head writer.
Broadway Training Center and Clocktower Players, whose performers study
and rehearse at ITHT, offer a diverse range

of shows throughout the season. Clocktower Players’ Kids Troupe will perform
Disney’s Jungle Book on December 6 and
8 at 12:30 p.m. Common Ground Community Concerts will present the Andy
Statman Trio with David Goldman on
December 6 at 8 p.m., and Sleepy Hollow
Performing Artists will perform Hip Nut, a

modern twist on The Nutcracker, on December 13 at 7:30 p.m. and December 14
at 5:30 p.m.
Visit www.irvingtontheater.com to purchase tickets online (which are always less
expensive than at the door) and learn more
about ITHT events.

Cosby Controversy Reaches Tarrytown;
Comedian Coming to Music Hall
by Robert Kimmel

Bjorn Olsson, Executive Director of the
Tarrytown Music Hall, explained that the
theater is contractually obligated to go
forward with two Bill Cosby’s appearances
on Saturday, December 6, otherwise it could heavily damage the
non-profit theater financially.
Cosby’s Tarrytown performances come amid allegations
of past sexual assaults against
the comedian by several women
which have resulted in cancellations of some of his TV and live
appearances as he was a making
an effort to revive his career. Despite the accusations and controversy it has stirred, Cosby’s
mid-November appearance at
a Melbourne, Florida theater,
drew waves of laughter and a
standing ovation.
Olsson’s clarification in a post on the
Music Hall’s Facebook page was in response to requests on the page by some local residents that it cancel the 77-year-old
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comedian and actor’s appearances. Olsson
addressed it to “Dear Friends of The Music Hall,” and went on to note that, “ I
understand the frustration that many feel.
However, I would like to explain why I
think directing these feelings against The

Music Hall is misguided.”
“We were unaware of this controversy when the show was booked, as I am
sure the majority... of ticket holders and
other concerned individuals were,” Ols-

son wrote. He added that the show was
booked by an outside promoter.
“The way our business works is that a
contract exists between Cosby and AM
productions, the promoter, which in turn
rents the Music Hall as a venue,” Olsson
further explained. “If AM breaks their
contract with Cosby, they still have to pay
him the guarantee, same thing if we break
the rental contract with AM, except they
would then be forced to come after us to
recoup the money they owe Cosby. Since
he is a very expensive artist, this would be
a tremendous blow to The Music Hall,
likely to force layoffs and cuts in our community programs.”
“So, in short, cancelling the show or
refunding tickets would not hurt Bill
Cosby, only The Music Hall, a non-profit
organization, and the promoter,” Olsson
concluded.
In defense of Cosby, and the mounting
claims against him, his lawyers have reportedly issued statements, ranging from
calling the charges, “fantastical,” and “unsubstantiated,” to saying they were “fabricated.”
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DWYER & VANDERBILT
FUNERAL HOME
Tarrytown

WATERBURY & KELLY
FUNERAL HOME
of Briarcliff Manor

The Guarino Family continues
the warm and personal service
which was originally
established by Jack Kelly
Celebrating Life with dedication, excellence and innovation.
Our staff have over 100 years of combined experience serving families.
We serve all faiths, and can provide a full range of options to meet your
individual religious or financial needs. We offer immediate out of town
funeral services and transfers and are within close proximity
to all Westchester houses of worship and cemeteries.

 Individualized Service 
 Pre-Planning 
Dwyer & Vanderbilt
Funeral Home
90 North Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591
(914) 631-0621

Waterbury & Kelly
Funeral Home

1300 Pleasantville Road
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
(914) 941-0838

Our Family Serving Yours
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Obituaries
Graziella (Grace) Buonanno, 71
Graziella (Grace) Pacini Buonanno, a
longtime resident of Sleepy Hollow, died
November 13. She was 71.
Born in Genoa, Italy on April 28, 1943,
she was married to Vincent Buonanno,
who predeceased her in 1993. Mrs. Buonanno was a retired teacher who had taught
at St. Teresa’s School and then for the Tarrytown Public Schools. She had been in
the choir at St. Teresa of Avila Church, and
was a member of the Golden Apple Chorus and the Hudson Valley Writers Center. She was also a published author of her
children’s book Dancing on Grapes.
Paul E. LeClerc, 88
Paul E. LeClerc, a longtime resident of
Sleepy Hollow, died at home on October
26. He was 88.
Mr. Le Clerc was born on August 17,
1926 in Quebec, Canada. He married
Huguette Pelchat on February 18, 1960 at
St. John the Baptist Church in New York
City. He has been a resident of Sleepy Hol-

low since 1962. He worked for many years
as a Foreman for Tensolite in Tarrytown.
Mr. LeClerc was a parishioner of St. Teresa
of Avila Church. In addition he was a Past
President of the American French Club,
as well as a member of the Sleepy Hollow
Seniors.

Joshua Slavitt, 51
Joshua J. Slavitt, a resident of Irvington,
died November 3 in a tragic car crash in
Norwalk, CT. He was 51.
Mr. Slavitt was a Senior Policy Analyst at John Dunham and Associates and
President of Intelligent Management Inc.
a policy affairs strategy consulting firm.
He was formerly of Altria / Philip Morris in New York City and in Australia. He
was a graduate of Colby College and Brien
McMahon High School. He is survived by
his wife of 21 years Kelly (formerly McGlynn), his son Liam (7), and his daughter
Millie (1), as well as his mother Greta, and
other relatives.

You Can’t Keep a Good Sign Down
by Elaine Marranzano

Like a sentinel standing guard over
New Broadway in Sleepy Hollow, the
Webber Park sign has given its life, repeatedly, to protect local folks from errant 18-wheelers, drunk drivers and
loopy people who just don’t seem to understand the sign is a solid object, not an
apparition.
Since the traffic island and sign were
erected in 2010, the sign’s been hit
“about five times,” according to Police
chief Greg Camp, most recently in September when it was hit twice.
“The second time a truck completely
took it out,” said Village Administrator
Anthony Giaccio.
Each time the sign is hit, the guilty
party’s insurance pays-up and Sign Extreme, just across the street, makes another one.
The sign and traffic island were installed to differentiate New Broadway
from Route 9 and prevent trucks from
barreling down the neighborhood street
where children play and outdoor kitties
dart across the street.
“Installing that sign is the single most

important thing we’ve done to improve
safety in that neighborhood,” said Giaccio.
Safer for the community, yes, but the
sign should be scared.

Dr. Pia Salk
Continued from page 12

around them. And art can then connect
people and support social justice. My mom
always told me, ‘If you’re creative, you’re
never alone.’”
Dr. Pia Salk provides collaborative support
for families, couples and individuals of all
ages in her therapy practice. Approaches
include creative arts, animal-assisted activi-

ties and traditional interventions, and she
specializes in the human-animal bond.
Her new storefront Found can be found at
123 Main Street, Irvington and online at
found123main.org and facebook.com/found123main. Found will celebrate the season
with a Found Fest holiday fair, featuring a
few found-object artists selling their wares
and other eclectic treasures on Dec. 6 from
noon to 5 p.m.
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Sleepy Hollow Creates Tree Database
by Elaine Marranzano

Using GPS technology, Sleepy Hollow has
mapped and assessed the health of all trees
on public property to aid in the development of the village’s first comprehensive tree
management plan.
Funded by a $16,000 Urban and Community Forest Grant from the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), a master arborist assessed
each tree and recorded attributes such as
location, species, height, diameter, canopy

radius, and condition. The information will
be the basis of the village’s first searchable,
digital tree database.
“The inventory will provide an accurate
picture of current conditions and tell a
story of what the urban forest will be like
in the future, allowing the village to plan
ahead,” said Village Administrator Anthony Giaccio.
Trees in urban environments are exposed
to stressful growing conditions such as restricted root-growth area, road-salt, pollution, and improper pruning. Overtime,

Explorations Program

these conditions can threaten the health
of trees.
“Our primary goal in assessing the village
trees is public safety,” said Shelley Robinson, a member of the Village Tree Commission, “but the benefits of healthy trees
are significant: energy savings, storm-water
runoff reduction, cleaner air, higher property values and the beauty they add to the
landscape.”
The work was done by California-based
ArborPro and entirely funded by the DEC
grant. The DEC has also offered free training to village DPW employees on proper
tree pruning techniques.

Continued from page 18

the bridge, and learned each crane has a different name and is paired with a barge.
“Our Educational Outreach program
helps inform and shape all students’ understanding of the New NY Bridge project.
The presentation for special needs groups
like the Irvington High School Explorations
Program takes the effort to another level. It
is extremely gratifying to connect with these
young people and get them interested in
learning more about this historic project,”
O’Rourke stated.
So engrossed was her class that they spent
more time than planned at the viewing area
and got back to school later than expected.
A big thrill was holding the steel piling.
“They couldn’t believe how heavy it is!”
Sewalk recalled.
Last month they watched the I Lift NY
super crane’s arrival from their school’s second floor windows. “It came very slowly,
and they could experience it arriving,” she
said. “Some of the leaves had fallen from
trees, so we had a mostly-clear view.”
Initially presented to the Tarrytown
Board of Education in October 2013, and
reported by The Hudson Independent, the
educational initiative has received positive

reactions from parents and educators. It
aims to stimulate young minds into pursuing education and careers in science, technology, engineering and math.
Irvington High School graduate and New
York City special education teacher George
Basley credited Sewalk’s Explorations Program for shaping his life and his career. A
former student in the Gifted Special Education (GSE) program, part of Southern Westchester BOCES, Basley began tutoring students in 10th grade. “During lunch we did
lessons and concepts, and worked on basic
communications skills,” he said
Currently working toward his master’s degree and accepted into the New York City
Teaching Fellows program, Basley felt the
amount of peer support given to students
and volunteers is an important part of the
program.
One year, Temple Grandin, Ph.D., noted autistic activist, who is an author, speaker, and
cited expert (she is autistic herself), came to
speak at the school. “Holly loaned me copies
of Grandin’s books, which I read cover-tocover. Her program helped me greatly.”

LOSE THAT WEIGHT
Marta Hernandez, MD — (914) 372-7800
Physician Supervised Weight Loss
Appetite suppressing drugs not needed
Increase your health/Decrease your waistline
Our program of diet & nutrition,
stress management,and lifestyle counseling
& coaching is your formula for success.

245 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

Now Is The Time
For A Healthier
New You!

www.newdaymedicalweightloss.com
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Concert: Pianist Daniel Kim
performs at 2 p.m. at the Ossining
Public Library. Call 941-2416 or
visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

Monday 1
Piano Sing Along: At 10:30 a.m. Allan Mohl
plays favorite oldies at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.

Tuesday 2
Teen Crafts: Holiday cupcake making at 3:30
p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.
Science in the Library: At 3:45 p.m. ages 5-8
build towers and bridges at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Wednesday 3
“The One Hundred Foot Journey”: Showing at
2 p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.
“My Old Lady”: Showing at 8 p.m. at the Nyack
Center, Broadway at Depew. Call 845-353-2568
or visit www.rivertownfilm.org

Thursday 4

ville. Call 747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org. Also Dec 6.

Saturday 6
Model Train Exhibit: Presented by the Yonkers
Model Railroad Club from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at the Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale.
Call 723-3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org. Also Dec. 7, 13, 14, 20 & 21.
“Disney’s The Jungle Book”: Presented at 12:30
p.m. by Clocktower Players Kids Troupe at Irvington Town Hall Theatre. Call 591-6602 or visit
www.irvingtontheater.com. Also Dec. 7.
Break it Down: Pig: From 1 to 3 p.m. learn
about cuts of pork and how to use them at Stone
Barns Center, 630 Bedford Road, Pocantico Hills.
Call 366-6200 or visit www.stonebarnscenter.org.
Dickens “Christmas Carol”: Master storyteller Jonathan Kruk performs this classic tale,
with musical accompaniment, at the Old Dutch
Church in Sleepy Hollow at 3:30 p.m., 4:45 p.m.
& 6 p.m. Advance tickets required. Call 631-8200
or visit www.hudsonvalley.org. Also Dec. 7, 13,
14, 20, 21.

String Card Workshop: At 7 p.m. adults and
teens make holiday cards at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

A Holiday Open House: From 4 to 8 p.m. enjoy
winter-themed crafts, live fiddle music, sweets and
beverages at Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy Hollow.
Call 631-8200 or visit www.hudsonvalley.org.
Also Dec. 7, 13, 14, 20, 21.

“The Gift of the Magi”: Dramatic reading by
Alan Sklar at 7 p.m. at the Warner Library in
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Bill Cosby: Performs at 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at
the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org

Holiday Card Making: At 7 p.m. for adults and
teens at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up
at 631-7734 or the Reference Desk.

Friday 5

Irvington Tree Lighting Celebration: At 5
p.m. at the I.K. Benjamin Community Center,
followed by refreshments courtesy of The Irvington Fire Company. Call 591-7736 or visit www.
irvingtonny.gov.

Holiday Book Sale: From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or
visit www.ossininglibrary.org. Also Dec. 6 from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Tree Lighting: At 5 p.m.at Patriot’s Park in
Tarrytown, followed by a visit from Santa Claus at
the Warner Library. From 6 to 7 p.m. enjoy music
and refreshments at the Library. Call 631-7734 or
visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Literary Evening: At 7:30 p.m. Jeffrey Harrison
and Jeffrey McDaniel read from their work at
Hudson Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy Hollow.
Call 332-5953 or visit www.writerscenter.org

Afro-Fusion Concert: At 8 p.m. the band
H’SAO performs at The Purple Crayon in
Hastings-on-Hudson. Call 231-9077 or visit
www.purplecrayoncenter.org.

“Best of ” Film Series: The Swedish film “Force
Majeure” will be shown at 8 p.m. at Irvington
Town Hall Theatre. Call 591-6602 or visit www.
irvingtontheater.com.

Concert: The Andy Statman Trio performs at 8
p.m. at Irvington Town Hall Theatre. Call 5916602 or visit www.irvingtontheater.com.

Concert: Neil Berg’s Broadway Holiday at 8 p.m.
at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457
or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org
Sing for the Holidays: The Old Mill Singers
perform at 8 p.m. at Clear View School, 480 Albany Post Rd., Briarcliff Manor. Call 917 – 3188941. Also Dec. 6 at 8 p.m. & Dec. 7 at 3 p.m.
After Dark: “The Babadook” will be shown at
9:45 p.m. at Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasant-

Sunday 7
Feathers, Scales and Fur: At 10 a.m. learn how
animals make it through the winter at Teatown
Lake Reservation in Ossining. Call 762-2912, ext.
110 or visit www.teatown.org
UJA-Federation Family Project @ The J: From
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. bring new and gently used
children’s clothing for donation to the Kids Kloset
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 3667898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.

“The Nutcracker”: Performed at
2 p.m. and 6 p.m. by Danse Elite
Performing Artists at the Tarrytown
Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org
Music on a Sunday Afternoon:
Presented at 3 p.m. by The Hudson
Valley Chamber Singers at the
Harrison Town Hall, 1 Heineman
Pl. Call 907-3348 or e-mail randee.
ginsberg@gmail.com.

Monday 8
Georges Seurat and Pointillism:
At 10:30 a.m. Robin Rice explores
his art and life at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.
Tony Kenny’s Irish Chirstmas: At the Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Matinee: lunch
at 11 a.m. & show at 1 p.m. Evening: dinner at
6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or
visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.
Cabaret on the Hudson: At 8 p.m. hosted by
Corinna Sowers-Adler and featuring Marissa
Mulder, Kevin Dozier and Deborah Tranelli at
Irvington Town Hall Theatre. Call 591-6602 or
visit www.irvingtontheater.com.

Tuesday 9
Glenn Miller Orchestra: At the Westchester
Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Matinee: lunch at
11 a.m. & show at 1 p.m. Evening: dinner at 6:15
p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit
www.broadwaytheatre.com.
Science in the Library: At 3:45 p.m. ages 9-12
build towers and bridges at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.
“It’s a Wonderful Life”: Classic film at 7 p.m. at
the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org
Cyber Safety: At 7:30 p.m. a workshop for
parents of plugged-in kids at JCC on the Hudson
in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jc-

Wednesday 10
“Calvary”: Showing at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

10 Ways to Make Your Holidays ‘Green’: Learn
about traditions for celebrating the holidays
minus the fuss and waste at 7:30 p.m. at the
Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. Program
co-sponsored by the Sierra Club Lower Hudson
Group. Call 723-3470 or visit www.newyork.
sierraclub.org/LHG.
The Aimee Mann Christmas Show: Returns at 8
p.m. to the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-8400457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org

Thursday 11
Book Discussion: At 7 p.m. the Warner Library
Book Group discusses “The Bridge of San Luis
Rey” by Thorton Wilder. Call 631-7734 or visit
www.warnerlibrary.org.

SENIORS

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Senior Benefits Information Center:

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation is $15.

Senior Benefits Information Center: Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. a representative
from the Medicare Rights Center is on hand
at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up
at the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask
questions outside regular counseling hours call
269-7765.

Meeting: 1 p.m. Dec. 2, followed by games.

Senior van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday
through Friday, a van is available for seniors
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hollow
Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
Hot lunch: Available Monday to Friday 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for $2.50 donation at
Knights of Columbus Hall in Tarrytown. Call
631-2717.

Exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.
Holiday Party: 12 noon Dec. 1.
Nickel bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays (except
Dec. 1).
Swimming: 11 a.m. Tuesdays at Kendal-onHudson.
Games: 1 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Yoga: 10 a.m. Thursdays.
Other classes: Check bulletin board.
Pool tables: Available any time. Closed Dec.
25

JAMES F. GALGANO SENIOR CENTER

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205
Computer Class: Tuesdays (please call).

55 Elm St., Sleepy Hollow, 631-0390. Annual
donation is $10, due before March 1.

Memoir writing: 1 p.m. Dec. 9.

Meeting: 1 p.m. Dec. 15, followed by bingo.

Yoga on the chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays and
Fridays.

Swimming: 10 a.m. Tuesdays at Kendal-onHudson.

Art workshop: 1 p.m. Wednesdays.

Exercise class: 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays.

Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays (except Dec. 11).

Christmas Party: 12 noon Dec. 2 at Tappan
Hill.

Christmas Party: 11 a.m. entertainment; 12
noon lunch Dec. 11.

Nickel bingo: 1 p.m. Tuesdays (except Dec. 2).

Senior canteen: informal social group, 1 p.m.
Thursdays.
Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Yoga: 10:30 a.m. Thursdays.
Exercise class: 10:15 a.m. Fridays.
Knitting: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Bridge and card club: 1 p.m. Fridays.
Closed Dec. 24 p.m. - 31
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The History of Jews from Arab Countries in
the 20th Century: Joseph Levy speaks at 7:30
p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call
631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.

Crafternoons: At 3:45 p.m. children 8-12 create
holiday hot chocolate kits at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
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conthehudson.org.

Open weekdays for socializing, card playing,
etc.: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed Dec. 25

www.thehudsonindependent.com

After Dark: “Frank” will be shown at 7:45 p.m.
at Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

and Light” at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or visit www.kolrinahchorale.org.

Darlene Love’s Holiday Show: At 8 p.m. at the
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit
www.tarrytownmusichall.org

Monday 15

Friday 12
Clothing Closet & Boutique: Donated clothing and accessories for sale from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
at Christ Episcopal Church Hall in Tarrytown.
Call 631-2074 or visit www.ChristChurchTNY.
org. Also Dec. 13 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Irvington Recreation and Parks Dept. Ballet
Recital: At 6:30 p.m. at Campus Theater. For
information e-mail mdepaoli@irvingtonny.gov.
Dance: New choreographic work by Jill Liflander
at 7:30 p.m., followed by talk back, at TTUMC
Arts Center, 27 S. Washington St., Tarrytown.
Visit www.rivertownartistsworkshop.org.
Poetry Night: At 7:30 p.m. the work of MFA
students from local universities is showcased at
Hudson Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy Hollow.
Call 332-5953 or visit www.writerscenter.org.
Concert: The Vienna Boys Choir sings at 8 p.m.
at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457
or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org

Blacks in the Colonial Bronx: At 10:30 a.m.
Lloyd Ultan tells their story of slavery, freedom
and accomplishments at JCC on the Hudson in
Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.
Forever Motown: Musical gala at the Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15
p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit
www.broadwaytheatre.com.
Author Visit & Jazz Concert: At 7 p.m. Scott
Schacter presents his jazz novel “Outside In” at
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734
or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Tuesday 16
Robert the Guitar Guy: Songs, movement
and lots of fun at 1 p.m. at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.
Crafts with Kevin: At 4 p.m. children 4-8 make
an extra large snowman at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Saturday 13
Breakfast with Santa: 10 a.m. at Immaculate
Conception Church in Irvington. Visit www.
iccirvington.com.
Another Night Before Christmas: A family musical at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. at the
Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Call
592-2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.
Also Dec. 20.
Decorate a Tree for Wildlife: Enjoy this holiday tradition at 1 p.m. at Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining. Call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit
www.teatown.org.
Classics of Italian Literature: At 2 p.m. Toni
McKeen discusses Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio and
Machiavelli at the Irvington Public Library. Call
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.
“A Christmas Carol”: Enjoy this Dickens’ classic
as a live radio play at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. at First
Reformed Church in Hastings-on-Hudson. Call
412-5120 or e-mail info@riverarts.org.
Holiday Rock Show: Sponsored by Maxim
Records to benefit Toys for Tots at 6:30 p.m. at
the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.
Movie Mavens: At 7 p.m. “Hava Nagila: The
Movie” will be shown at Temple Beth Abraham
in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@
tba-ny.org.

Sunday 14
“Latkepalooza”: Chanukah Festival and Fair
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in
Tarrytown. Call 631-1770.
Wings of Flight: At 1 p.m. learn about how
birds and insects fly at Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining. Call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit
www.teatown.org.
Concert: The Laurie Berkner Band performs at 1
p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-8400457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.
Holiday Open House: From 2 p.m. to 3:30
p.m. join the celebration at the Historical
Society’s Museum in Tarrytown. There will be
a harp concert, an International Doll exhibit
and refreshments. Call 631-8374 or visit www.
thehistoricalsociety.net.
Holiday Concert: At 2 p.m. the Hudson Bells
perform at the Ossining Public Library. Call 9412416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.
Talk and Tastings: At 3:30 p.m. Peter G. Rose
discusses her book “Delicious December, How the
Dutch Brought us Santa, Presents and Treats” at
the Irvington Public Library. Visit www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org.
“Miracle on 34th Street”: Shown at 6 p.m. at
the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org
Concert: At 7 p.m. Kol Rinah, the Jewish Chorale of Westchester, performs “Chanukah: Music

Sunday 21

592-2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Chanukah Village: From 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Chabad of the Rivertowns transforms Main St.
in Irvington into a magical holiday experience
for the whole family, capped off with lighting the
Village menorah. Call 693-6100 or visit www.
chabadrt.org.

Art Exhibit: Acrylics, abstracts and papermache by Paul Aiello at the Warner Library in
Tarrytown. Reception Dec. 6 at 2 p.m. Call 6317734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

“A Winter Broadway Cabaret”: Presented at
2 p.m. by Vicki and Clif Act II at the Ossining
Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.
Nature Storytime: At 2 p.m. listen to “Three
Billy Goats Gruff” and enjoy nature-themed
activities at the Greenburgh Nature Center in
Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
Westchester Philharmonic: Winter Pops
Concert featuring Victoria Clark and Santino
Fontana in the Frank Loesser Songbook at 3 p.m.
at Purchase College on Anderson Hill Rd. Call
682-3707 or visit www.westchesterphil.org

Art Exhibit: “Visions of Europe”, oil paintings by Joseph Genova at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.
Photography Exhibits: By the Westchester
Photographic Society and by Elisabeth Sinsabaugh at the Ossining Public Library. Receptions Dec. 13, 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. and Dec. 3, 6:30
p.m. – 8:30 p.m. respectively. Call 941-2416 or
visit www.ossininglibrary.org.
Ossining Down-To-Earth Farmers’ Market:
Open Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. all year at
Spring and Main Sts. Call 923-4837.

“White Christmas”: Classic film at 6 p.m. at the
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit
www.tarrytownmusichall.org

Monday 22 – Friday 2
Vacation Sensations: Pick and choose up to 8
fully planned days of fun for children in grades
K and up from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at JCC on the
Hudson in Tarrytown. To register call Colleen at
366-7898. Closed Dec. 25 & Jan. 1.

Wednesday 24
CHANUKAH begins at sunset
Elvis Does Christmas: Garry Wesley performs at
the Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford.
Dinner at 6 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222
or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Wednesday 17
“The Family Man”: Showing at 2 p.m. at the
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or
visit www.warnerlibrary.org.
Mystery Book Group: Meets at 3:30 p.m. to
discuss “Outsmarting of Criminals” by Steven
Rigolosi at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Christmas Pageant: The Nativity story comes
alive at 4 pm. at Christ Church & San Marcos
in Tarrytown. Call 631-2074 or e-mail Christchurchtny@aol.com.

Thursday 25

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Friday 26

Earring Workshop: At 7 p.m. with beading
expert Joan Lloyd at the Ossining Public Library.
Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.
Women’s Circle: At 7:15 p.m. explore Jewish
women’s issues at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.
org to RSVP.
Last Days in Vietnam: At 8 p.m. this documentary will be screened at the Nyack Center, Broadway
at Depew. Call 845-353-2568 or visit www.
rivertownfilm.org

Thursday 18
“Max & Ruby in the Nutcracker Suite”:
Performance at 6:30 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music
Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org
Thursday Evening Book Club: Meets at 7:30
p.m. to discuss “The Museum of Extraordinary
Things” by Alice Hoffman at the Irvington Public
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Saturday 20
Celebrating Winter Trees and Animals: At
2 p.m. learn how they survive and thrive at the
Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 7233470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
Winter Olympics Night at the J: From 6:30
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. ages 8 and up recreate the winter games at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.
Registration required. Call 366-7898 or visit
www.jcconthehudson.org.
“A Christmas Carol”: Presented at 7 p.m. by
Skyline Theatre Company at Irvington Town Hall
Theatre. Call 591-6602 or visit www.irvingtontheater.com.
Concert: Cherish The Ladies share a Celtic
Christmas at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall.
Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org
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First day of KWANZAA

Saturday 27
Whoo Loves Winter?: At 10 a.m. learn about
great horned owls at Teatown Lake Reservation
in Ossining. Call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit
www.teatown.org.

Monday 29 to Wednesday 31
Holi-Daze Minicamp: Four to 12-year olds can
enjoy games, animals, hikes and seasonal activities at Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining.
Pre-registration required. Call 762-2912, ext.
110 or visit www.teatown.org.

Tuesday 30
Rhythm & Blues Concert: Tower of Power
performs at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall.
Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org

Ongoing
Tot Shabbat: Songs, stories, crafts and challah
from 4 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. the first Friday of every
month for children up to 5 years old with an
adult at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call
366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.
STEM Saturdays: Ten courses in science,
technology, engineering and math for grades K-3
and 4-6 from Dec. 6 – March 7 at JCC on the
Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit
www.jcconthehudson.org.
New Romanian Cinema: Dec. 5-10 at Jacob
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 7475555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.
“It Happened One Christmas Eve”: Dec. 4-28
at the Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT
WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE
COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.
92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591
Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM
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Calabrese Calamari

Food for Thought

Red wine and squid - a tasty combination (serves six)

An Italian Christmas Eve Feast
by Fran Claro

Meet our guest columnist, Fran Claro (see
page 27 “Irvington Author, Fran Claro, Remembers 1940’s South Brooklyn Life”) who has
had a 50-year career as a writer, editor, caterer,
recipe archivist and creator. She has written for
multiple publications, grandparents.com, and
her own blog when she isn’t creating ItalianAmerican feasts for family and friends.
Italian and Italian-American families an-

ticipate Christmas Eve as eagerly as they do
Christmas Day. On the Eve, they celebrate
The Feast of the Seven Fishes. The only constant on the menu is the number of fishes
served — seven. The only difference is the
manner of preparation that varies from region to region in Italy. Try some of these recipes and bring the spirit of Italy to your holiday entertaining. Please find more recipes
for “An Italian Christmas Eve Feast” at our
website: www.thehudsonindependent.com.

Neapolitan Baked Red Snapper
A shrimp-filled treat (serves four)
1 whole large red snapper, slit down one
side, cleaned, head removed, washed and
dried
1 large onion, diced
1/4 cup olive oil plus 2 tablespoons
1/2 cup bread cubes from good quality
white bread

Salt
Freshly ground pepper
1/2 pound large shrimp, cleaned, deveined,
washed, dried and diced
3 tablespoons anisette or Pernod
3 tablespoons white wine plus 3 additional
tablespoons

Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. Rub fish all over with some of the 1/4 cup oil. Coat a large nonreactive baking dish with 1tablespoon oil. Heat the remaining oil in a frying pan; sauté the diced onion
until it is slightly golden and translucent.
Add salt, pepper, bread cubes; stir until cubes begin to turn pale gold. Increase heat, add shrimp;
sauté shrimp until cooked through. Add anisette, 3 tablespoons wine; stir; remove from heat. Stuff
cavity of red snapper with mixture; hold fish closed with toothpicks, skewers, or butcher’s twine.
Sprinkle remaining 2 tablespoons oil and 3 tablespoons wine over and around fish.
Bake 20 to 25 minutes, or until fish ﬂakes easily and skin is golden.
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3 pounds squid, bodies sliced into 1/2 inch
rings; tentacles left whole
1/2 cup olive oil
1 large onion, diced
1/2 teaspoon salt
Freshly ground pepper to taste
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 large can San Marzano tomatoes

1 cup red wine
1 tablespoon capers, rinsed
8 Gaeta olives, pitted, crushed
Red pepper ﬂakes
1 teaspoon basil dried, or 1 tablespoon
fresh, minced
1 pound fusilli

In large nonreactive saucepan, heat oil; add onions, garlic, salt and pepper; sauté until onions
are golden. Add red wine, and reduce by half. Add tomatoes, capers, olives, red pepper, and basil.
Simmer for 15 to 20 minutes, or until sauce thickens. Raise heat to high; bring sauce to a boil.
Add washed and dried squid; stir; return to boil. Lower heat; partially cover pan; simmer 75 minutes,
or until squid is fork-tender.
In a large pot, add 2 tablespoons salt to 5 quarts of water; bring to boil; add fusilli. Boil pasta until
al dente; drain well. Add to tender calamari; toss; simmer 5 minutes. Serve.

Venetian Fish Saor
An easy room-temperature appetizer
(serves four)
11/2 pounds lemon sole, ﬂounder, petrale,
or grey sole
Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
1/2 cup unbleached ﬂour
1/4 cup olive oil
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar
1/4 teaspoon red pepper ﬂakes
1 small red onion, thinly sliced into rings
Rinse and dry fish; sprinkle with salt and
pepper. Dust fish with ﬂour; shake off excess.
Heat a broad skillet over medium heat; add oil.
When oil is hot, sauté fish until golden on
each side. Transfer fish to a ﬂat plate;
sprinkle with vinegar and red pepper.
Scatter onion rings atop fish. Serve at
room temperature.

Neapolitan Pasta

Garlic and olive oil take center stage
(serves six)
2 jars best-quality anchovy fillets, packed in
olive oil
2 tablespoons capers, rinsed and diced
3 cloves garlic, quartered
1/2 cup olive oil
2 tablespoons pine nuts, toasted
1/2 cup fresh bread crumbs ground from
good quality white bread
2 tablespoons chopped Italian ﬂat-leaf parsley
1 pound farfalle or bucatini

Put 5 quarts salted water on to boil for pasta.
While pasta is boiling, in a skillet, heat olive oil until
it shimmers. Add garlic and cook until it is golden; add anchovies with their oil. Stir rapidly
to break up anchovies; reduce heat. Stir in
breadcrumbs, pine nuts, and parsley; toss
in pasta; heat until pasta is covered with
sauce. Serve.
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Cottage
Continued from page 4

Country House movement,” said architectural historian Deborah Van Steen.
“The cottage’s cultural identity speaks to
the development of our village at the beginning of the 20th century which cannot
be recreated and keeps our unique history
alive,” said architect Gregory Gall.
Fry and attorney Frederick W. Turner
reminded the board that the law requires
that all environmental impacts be given a
“hard look” before site plan approval.
“Legally, the developer must identify all

the potential impacts and include them
in the analysis of the property. It wasn’t
done,” said Fry.
The Planning Board has given Toll 60
days to prepare its report and another 30
days for its review.
“Tarrytown has a wonderful history and
wonderful architecture. We want to be
careful in our deliberations,” said Planning
Board Chairman Stanley Friedlander, adding that he hopes Toll Brothers’ will take
the board’s decision “in the spirit of cooperation.”

Obama
Continued from page 7

“You can come out of the shadows
and get right with the law,” Obama said.
“That’s what this deal is… What I’m describing is accountability — a commonsense, middle-ground approach.”
State Assemblyman Tom Abinanti
(D/92nd AD), whose district includes Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, agreed more
needs to be done.
“The president took a step forward in
protecting five million people and advancing the conversation after a Republicancontrolled Congress had four years to act
and failed,” he said. “We need a path to
citizenship. This is all legal; however, Congress can move in numerous directions,

and they haven’t done it.”
Gossett’s concern was shared by Sleepy
Hollow-based RSHM Life Center Executive Director Sister Susan Gardella. “We
will have ongoing information sessions as
more information becomes available,” she
said. “People are hesitant in the beginning
to come forward, yet we won’t know how
many people there are until they come forward.”
Acknowledging that the next administration may overturn the President’s executive order, Gardella added, “We’ve known
for many years that the current immigration system isn’t working. There are a variety of guidelines, and while it won’t be in
effect until several months, not everyone
will qualify.”
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Inquiring Photographer

by Alexa Brandenberg

“What are You Most Thankful for This Year?”

William Kotchen, 7
Irvington

Sandra Wingate, 46

Elyse Goldschlag, 56

Tarrytown

Tarrytown

“I am thankful for the people who
give to the community.”

“I am thankful that my children,
who are adults, are healthy and
happy. And that my fingers still
work so I can still knit.”

LIFE Center
Continued from page 13

For nearly 20 years, the LIFE Center
has served Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow’s
Hispanic immigrant population through a
multitude of educational and social programs. Gardella stressed it is the personalized, family approach that has allowed the

“Basketball!”

Grace Kotchen, 10
Irvington
“My family and Derek Jeter.”

Center and the After School Program to
flourish.
“The population we serve feels comfortable here with us. They see it as we see it:
not just an agency but as an extension of
family,” she said.
Today, the Center remains a crucial
resource in the area, where 47% of the
population is at low to moderate income,
and 98% of the Center’s families are at or

Corrections
In the November issue of The Hudson Independent, the last name of Westchester
County’s Commissioner of Health, Dr. Sherlita Amler, was mistakenly left out of a
front page story on local hospitals dealing with Ebola.
Also, in the November issue, on page 3, “Peabody Outdoor Classroom Opems
With Great Fanfare,” Sonia Cawley’s last name was misspelled as Crawley.
The Hudson Independent regrets the errors.
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Josh Gorham, 27

Dallas Scurry, 24

Head Roaster, Coffee Labs,
Tarrytown

Tarrytown

“I’m thankful that I’m living,
that I still have a job, and for my
10-month old daughter.”

below the poverty level.
“We aim to serve those who are underserved, and have nowhere else to turn,”
remarked Ann Phillips, who spoke on behalf of the St. Faith’s House Foundation
Grants Committee. “Without teachers,
there is no program, and we understand
that without the Center, {the children and
their families} may have no place to go.”

“It’s been a hard year and I am
thankful for those who have been
there for me.”

Concussion

Continued from page 1

winter and spring sports will be evaluated
by ImPACT and athletes in high contact
sports such as wrestling, basketball, ice
hockey, baseball, softball and lacrosse will
be assessed with the expanded medical and
clinical protocol.

Historic Hudson Valley’s
Christmas Carol Sold-Out
From all appearances, Historic Hudson Valley has a hit on its hands with this
month’s scheduling of master storyteller
Jonathan Kruk ‘s solo performance in
his adaption of Charles Dickens’ Christmas Carol. The show, with six December dates in the Old Dutch Church in
Sleepy Hollow, and three performances
on each date, is sold out.
The candlelit, venerated Church will
serve as the venue for Kruk’s portrayal of
the Charles Dickens’ story of Ebenezer
Scrooge and the ghosts of Christmas,
past, present and future. Rave reviews
followed Kruk’s 39 appearances in his
rendition of Washington’s Irving’s “Legend” which also drew sold-out audiences in October for that Historic Hudson
Valley show.
The audiences for Christmas Carol
will also be treated to complimentary
admission to “A Holiday Open House”
at Philipsburg Manor, across Route 9
from the church on the same dates of
the Christmas Carol performances.
However, tickets can also be purchased
separately for “A Holiday Open House”
set for the weekends of December 6-7,
13-14, and 20-21. The 18th century
Manor will be lit by candle lanterns and
bonfires, and Historic Hudson Valley
describes that event as one where, “Visitors can take part in hands-on, winterthemed crafts, listen to live fiddle music

and toast the evening with complimentary sweets and hot beverages.”
Those separate tickets for “A Holiday
Open House,” which do not include
admission to Dickens’s sold-out Christmas Carol are $14 for adults, $12 for seniors, $8 for children 3-17, and free for
children under 3 and Historic Hudson
Valley members.
For ticket sales and more information,
call 914-366-6900, or visit www.hudsonvalley.org
A printing error in Historic Hudson
Valley ads in this newspaper’s November issue unfortunately made unreadable a listing of the dates and times of
the events noted above. The Hudson Independent regrets any inconveniences to
our readers and associated problems for
Historic Hudson Valley.
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Our Neighbors

Irvington Author Remembers 1940’s South Brooklyn Life
by Linda Viertel

Fran Claro recalls growing up in post
World War II Brooklyn as if it were yesterday. In her new book, The Macaroni’s in
the Basement, she invites readers into her
own culinary past, creating four memorable characters: the nonnas (grandmothers) Maddelana, Guiseppina, Concetta and
Aniella, “the shortest, liveliest grandmas
in the neighborhood.” The four, she says,
are a composite of her many lively female
relatives who lived within a 3-block radius.
They cook together, attend church together,
complain, judge, drink coffee and eat cakes
together, and, of course, take care of the
children. But, above all they make sure that
their families are well fed and enjoy a communal experience around the table, feasting
on traditional dishes from their Sicilian and
Calabrian homelands.
The book is a loving tribute to Claro’s
grandmothers, aunts, and relatives. “There
was so much family,” she recalls, “that you
never got away from them. I was just a kid,
but I was attuned enough to know what was
happening in our post World War II family.
I didn’t want their stories to die; traditions
should continue. There were many laughs.”
Nonna herself to 11 grandchildren, Claro
spent much of her young life with her grand-

parents and wanted to keep
the structure for Claro’s text.
that identity alive for her
In fact, you can cook your
own family. “Many of my
way through the year just
cousins who were raised in
by turning the pages of her
Connecticut got very much
book. Each recipe, or reciaway from the culture; they
pes, follows charming narrabecame Americanized. I
tives based on her close-knit
took all aspects from ev1947 childhood world in
eryone I knew growing up.
South Brooklyn.
My grandmothers, aunts,
We witness weddings,
relatives all sat around the
Palm Sunday, children coolFran Claro has penned
table making remarks,” she
ing down at the fire hydrant,
a new book called The
explained. “All the family
sewing sessions, Saints’
was a fire-escape away; my Macaroni’s in the Basement Days, and so much more, all
mother’s mother lived next
through the eyes of Claro’s
door, and my father’s family lived 2 blocks nonnas, who rarely refrain from offering
away. We were all very close. My mother’s opinions. They argue, (while Giuseppina
family was Neopolitan, my father’s Cala- puffs away on her Chesterfields), compare
brese. When one person came from Naples recipes, take care of their grandchildren,
or Calabria, many paesani followed and cook for wakes, dust their parish halls, dicksettled in the neighborhood.”
er mercilessly with local shopkeepers, and
That tenement-filled neighborhood was tend their gardens. But above all– they cook.
brimming with life, much of it taking place
Favorite dishes include chicken scarpain the kitchen and around the communal riello, redolent with hot cherry peppers in
table. Food is the passion of the feisty non- vinegar and made hearty with plenty of fennas she portrays; that’s why recipes, much- nel sausage; pizza rustica, a double-crusted
discussed, debated and fussed over, grace the Holy Saturday specialty filled with 4 differpages of Claro’s book, all artfully making ent salamis, 7 cheeses, and prosciutto; and
the passage from traditional Italian cuisine olive salad, which mixes a variety of cracked
to American cooking. Just as seasons deter- oil-cured olives with fresh red bell peppers
mine what is freshest to cook, seasons create and celery. Over sixty recipes, all seasonally
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arranged, complement Claro’s delightful
reminiscences creating a captivating cookbook hybrid.
Where else can you read about football
weddings, nonnas debating about a statue’s
eyes moving and Dish Night at the Movies,
all the while learning about what to do with
leftover crostata dough?
Italian cookbook writer, Carol Field,
wrote,” These grandmothers are the keepers of memory and the providers of many of
the sacred moments of everyday life.” Claro’s
nonnas are grounded in tradition while trying to learn new ways in their adopted country, and we are all grateful to Claro for keeping their humor, their spirit, their customs
and their recipes vibrantly alive.
And, why is the macaroni in the basement? Read Claro’s book to discover the
answer.
The Macaroni’s in the Basement is a family affair: Natasha Claro Southwick provided
enticing photographs, and Noel Claro designed the inviting text.
Please visit Fran Claro’s food blog: The
Italian Pantry to read more nonna narratives accompanied by a recipe with each
charming story. She is this month’s “Food
for Thought” guest columnist on page 24,
where you will find traditional Italian dishes
to enliven your holiday table.

December 2014    The Hudson Independent    27

a Boutique
Collection of
Waterfront Homes

reside

RESORT STYLE LIVING ARRIVES IN WESTCHESTER
Standing in front of Lookout North’s soaring windows, you feel a connection
with the River. An abundance of glass helps to break down the barriers between
your home and nature. Spacious balconies become a seamless extension of
interior space, as evening sunsets unfold before your very eyes. A personal
concierge assists with daily needs and ensures security, while integrated
Smart Home technology and upgraded appliances simplify household tasks.
A Residence at Lookout North is not simply a home, but a lifestyle.
SALES OFFICE |

2 HUDSON VIEW WAY | TARRYTOWN, NY

The complete offering terms are contained in an offering plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD10-0296. Sponsor: Tarrytown
Waterfront I LLC, 485 West Putnam Ave., Greenwich, CT 06830. Address of the Property: 129 West Main Street, Tarrytown, NY 10591.
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