








The Irvington Town Hall Theater 
(ITHT) kicks off the third season of its 
highly acclaimed Cabaret on the Hudson se-
ries with a special holiday-themed program 
on Sunday, December 11th at 3:00 pm. A 
collaboration of ITHT and NiCori Studios 
and Productions, this intimate series allows 
the audience and performer to engage in 
a musical conversation. Series host, multi-
award-nominated cabaret singer Corinna 
Sowers Adler, brings renowned cabaret 
performers to the ITHT stage where they 
perform samplings of their New York City 
cabaret shows. Many have performed at 
venues such as Feinstein’s/54 Below, the 
Oak Room at the Algonquin, Birdland, 
Feinstein’s at Loews Regency, Iridium, the 
Metropolitan Room, and Jazz at Lincoln 
Center.

The December 11th program will feature 
Natalie Arneson, Matt Baker, and Natalie 
Douglas. Arneson won the 2016 “Best Fe-
male Debut” award from the Manhattan 
Association of Clubs and Cabarets. She 
appears regularly in Feinstein’s/54 Below’s  
“Sondheim Unplugged” series. Her cur-
rent show, “I Love Being Here With You,” 
celebrates the original material of singer/
songwriter Peggy Lee. 

Australian born jazz pianist/vocalist 
Matt Baker has performed at jazz festi-
vals, clubs, and concert halls in Australia, 
Europe, the U.S., and the Pacific Rim. 
Baker’s album Underground received rave 
reviews in Downbeat, Jazz Times and Jazz 
Wise UK, and reached #26 on the U.S. 
JazzWeek charts. He is a Montreux In-
ternational Solo Jazz Piano Competition 

award winner. Baker has studied with Tay-
lor Eigsti, Mulgrew Miller, Benny Green, 
Fred Hersch, Aaron Goldberg, Jacky Ter-
rasson, James Williams, Ralph Sutton and 
Ella Fitzgerald’s lifelong accompanist, Paul 
Smith. (Visit: www.mattbaker.com.au.)

Natalie Douglas has won numerous 
Nightlife, Backstage Bistro, Margaret 
Whiting, Donald F. Smith, and MAC 
awards, and has brought concerts, work-
shops and master classes to audiences and 
students across the U.S., Europe, and South 
America. Douglas has performed at venues 
including Carnegie Hall, Birdland, Café 
Carlyle, Town Hall, and Jazz at Lincoln 
Center’s Appel Room and Rose Hall. In-

ternationally, she has performed in Monte-
negro, Greece, Italy, Spain, Corsica, Puerto 
Vallarta, London, Buenos Aires, Cancun, 
Turkey, Mazatlan, Belize, and Germany. 
(Visit: www.nataliedouglas.com.)

 Series host Sowers Adler also hosts the 
Music at the Mansion series and recently 
premiered her show “Something Beautiful” 
at Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Appel Room. 
She has been nominated for “Best Host of 
a Variety Show” and “Best Female Vocalist” 
for the Broadway World Cabaret Awards, 
and for an Excellence in Theater Education 
TONY Award. 

For tickets and more information about 
Cabaret on the Hudson, visit: www.irving-
tontheater.com.
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In addition to fall and spring All Shorts 
Irvington Film Festival (As iFF) film events, 
the Best of Film Series returns to the Ir-
vington Town Hall Theater this season. The 
popular series, which premiered in 2009, 
presents full-length documentary and fea-
ture films. North By Northwest, the Alfred 
Hitchcock classic, will be presented on De-
cember 11th at 7:00 pm in collaboration 
with the Irvington Historical Society; local 
historian Thom Johnson will introduce the 
film. On Friday, December 16 at 7:30 pm, 
the film series will present Beyond Glory — 
featuring actor Stephen Lang, who tells the 

stories of eight Medal of Honor recipients 
in their own words, as he tours across the 
Heartland, Afghanistan, the Persian Gulf, 
New York and Los Angeles. 

Based on the 2004 New York Times best-
selling book, Beyond Glory, Medal of Honor 
Heroes In Their Own Words, written by for-
mer Irvington resident Larry Smith, the 
story was first told as a one-man play (also 
starring Stephen Lang) with over 100 per-
formances at The Roundabout Theater in 
New York. Filmmaker Larry Brand took 
notice and worked with Lang to create this 
startling synthesis of cinema and theater 

that takes audiences on a journey through 
the desperate conflicts of World War II, Ko-
rea, and Vietnam. Changing character with 
quicksilver virtuosity, Lang reaches into his 
reservoirs of emotion and pain, fortitude 
and courage, humility and joy, embodying 
the personae of eight warriors with remark-
able stories to tell. Director Brand employs 
a wide cinematic arsenal to frame, enhance, 
and illuminate these stories. The result is a 
unique melding of two art forms.

Best of Film Series chair Beth Ryan said, 
“We think this is an incredible film to re-

Special Holiday-Themed Cabaret on the Hudson Event 
Brings NYC Performers to Irvington on December 11

Film Based on Irvington Author’s Best Seller to Screen 
on December 16, Followed by Q & A With Filmmakers

Arts & Entertainment

< Natalie Arneson

Continued on page 27
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by Morey Storck

Helen has been a student dancer with 
Sleepy Hollow Performing Arts (SHPA) 
since she was three years old. She is now a 
graduating senior at Sleepy Hollow High 
School with a 4.0 grade average. “I love the 
energy of SHPA, the people I’ve met and 
grew up with, and the fantastic teachers I’ve 
learned from. It’s like family here. We’re 
genuinely concerned for each other,” she 
said.

That was the typical response of other 
students, and it says a great deal about the 
comfort level at SHPA. The warm interrela-
tionship among all the students, regardless 
of age, gender or background, is evident in 
their performances, whether they be solo, 
partnering or ensemble, and that will be 
delightfully demonstrated in Entertainment 
and a Little Bit of Snow, scheduled for Satur-
day, December 17 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
December 18 at 3 p.m., at the Irvington 
Town Hall Theater. The Christmas/Holiday 
production, itself, is under the direction of 
Debralyn Press, Artistic Director of SHPA. 
It will incorporate pieces based on The Nut-
cracker, Broadway themes, and contempo-

rary hip-hop. With the exception of the 
very young learners, dancers of all ages will 
be integrated into the overall production, as 
will many guest artists from the Broadway 
scene who have donated their time to be 
part of the event and to support old friends.

 In addition, a special tribute will be paid 
to Leonard Cohen with an original piece 
danced to “Hallelujah.” Leon Russell and 
Sharon Jones will also be honored.

Sleepy Hollow Performing Arts is a not-
for-profit dance company, school and stu-
dio located at 362 N. Broadway in Sleepy 
Hollow. It was organized in 2002 by Press 
with its mission to “educate, elevate, and 
inspire the arts in Westchester by creating a 
safe artists’ community in which all arts and 
artists are celebrated.” 

“Our community of teens is underserved,” 

Press said. “Our community of would-be 
dancers and artists is underserved. And, our 
community of underprivileged families is 
underserved. Being a dancer is expensive. A 
single class can cost anywhere between $10-
$30. For young adults and teens who have 
little or no financial resources, studying 
dance in a traditional setting is impossible. 
But, dancers have to dance. It’s in them, the 
need to move and express their developing 
feelings, joys and sadness, through move-
ment.”

SHPA does what it can to provide that 
environment, and during 2016, it has do-
nated over $50,000 in free or cost-reduced 
classes to talented and/or economically de-
prived children. 

SHPA serves the community of West-
chester County by offering numerous 
workshops and performances to schools, 
community events, hospitals, assisted living 
facilities and organizational functions. Cur-
rently, SHPA runs an anti-bullying work-
shop and has fundraised for the Irvington 
Education Foundation (IEF) and Irving-
ton Rocks. Since September, they have 
conducted Friday Night Dance sessions at 
their studio that allow children and adults 
to dance in a substance free environment. 

There is also a Jr. Dance that runs on Sat-
urday nights for first through eighth grad-
ers. Because of these initiatives, and more, 
Sleepy Hollow Performing Arts is a proud 
recipient of the ArtsWestchester Award giv-
en to an organization that has made “a sig-
nificant improvement in a community over 
a significant period of time.” It is only one 
of a host of awards and accolades the studio 
has received from art publications and or-
ganizations around Westchester, as well as 
prominent members of the New York State 
Legislature.

“The significant difference between our 
studio from others in the area,” Press ex-
plained, “is that they audition students to 
be in a show. We, on the other hand, teach 
the students the elements to win that audi-
tion. You can’t just ‘kind of dance.’ Learn-
ing the skills and practice, practice, practice 
are the only things that can make you really 
good. Our kids go prepared and they make 
it through any grueling audition. Skill in 
dance technique is essential, recognized, ap-
preciated and rewarded.”

That discipline is carried through into 
school studies. SHPA demands that earning 
good scholastic grades be given the highest 
priority possible, and their work with at-risk 
kids has changed the lives of entire families. 
Twelve SHPA students have been first in 
their family to graduate from high school. 
30 students have been the first to attend 
college, and 24 have received scholarships.

Sleepy Hollow Performing Arts Presents Entertainment 
and a Little Bit of Snow

Marc Warnock, 48
Marc Warnock, a resi-

dent of Irvington, died 
unexpectedly November 
20. He was 48. 

He was born and raised 
in Irvington, the son of 
S. Howard and Sunday 
Warnock. He graduated 
from Landmark School 
in Vermont in 1986.  
A skilled contractor and 
carpenter by trade who 
had an eye for detail, Mr. Warnock took 
pride in his work and enjoyed taking on 
remodeling projects big or small. He loved 
spending time with his children and family 
and anywhere that had sun and sand and 
family trips to Cape Cod. He was an avid 
Jets fan, an excellent cook and a lover of all 
animals big and small. He loved to laugh.  
Mr. Warnock is survived by his three chil-
dren, Olivia, Sam and Spencer of Sleepy 
Hollow, his mother Sunday and sister Amy, 
both of Irvington, along with many aunts, 
uncles, cousins and extended family and 
friends who loved him very much and will 
miss him dearly.

Donations can be made to the Ameri-
can Heart Association or National Kidney 
Foundation in Mr. Warnock’s memory.

John Gallagher, 91
John D. Gallagher, a lifelong resident of 

the Tarrytowns, died peacefully at home 
with his family on November 22. He was 
91. 

Born in North Tarrytown on March 
22, 1925, he was a graduate of North 
Tarrytown High School. He went on 
to serve in the United States Navy dur-
ing World War II. He served in the Pa-
cific Theatre on the USS Charles Sperry. 
On October 17, 1959, he married Eileen 
Lynch. Mr. Gallagher had worked in cus-
tomer service for Con Edison for 35 years. 
He will always be remembered for his 
love of family and golf. In addition, he 
was a big fan of the Boston Red Sox. 

Colonel Paul E. Bell, USAF Ret., 91
Paul Edward Bell, Colonel, USAF (re-

tired), fighter pilot, former Tarrytown resi-
dent and longtime resident of Riverside, 
California, died November 16. He was 91.

Left to right: Leonard Cohen, Sharon 
Jones, and Leon Russell are all being 
honored
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Our Family Serving Yours

Celebrating Life with dedication, excellence and innovation. 
Our sta� have over 100 years of combined experience serving families. 
We serve all faiths, and can provide a full range of options to meet your 
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funeral services and transfers and are within close proximity 
to all Westchester houses of worship and cemeteries.
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from Landmark School 
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A skilled contractor and 
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Donations can be made to the Ameri-
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Foundation in Mr. Warnock’s memory.

John Gallagher, 91
John D. Gallagher, a lifelong resident of 

the Tarrytowns, died peacefully at home 
with his family on November 22. He was 
91. 

Born in North Tarrytown on March 
22, 1925, he was a graduate of North 
Tarrytown High School. He went on 
to serve in the United States Navy dur-
ing World War II. He served in the Pa-
cific Theatre on the USS Charles Sperry. 
On October 17, 1959, he married Eileen 
Lynch. Mr. Gallagher had worked in cus-
tomer service for Con Edison for 35 years. 
He will always be remembered for his 
love of family and golf. In addition, he 
was a big fan of the Boston Red Sox. 

Colonel Paul E. Bell, USAF Ret., 91
Paul Edward Bell, Colonel, USAF (re-

tired), fighter pilot, former Tarrytown resi-
dent and longtime resident of Riverside, 
California, died November 16. He was 91.

He was born in Tarry-
town in 1925, and enlist-
ed in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps as an aviation cadet 
shortly after graduation 
from high school.  He saw 
service during World War 
II as a B-24 crew member 
on the islands of Morotai, 
Indonesia and Okinawa, 
Japan in support of the 
final bombing offensive in 
the Pacific.

During his life, Mr. Bell was the beloved 
husband to his wife, the former Helen M. 
Lavin of Westminster, Maryland; became 
the father of four children and grandfather 
to four grandchildren.  He provided tireless 
leadership in his love for his country and 
the local community, the U.S. Air Force 
and March Air Reserve Base in Riverside, 
California.

During a career spanning World War II, 
the Korean War and the Vietnam War he 
flew 251 combat missions amassing 862 
combat hours in fighter, bomber and rotary 
wing aircraft.  His awards and decorations 
included the Legion of Merit with four 
oak leaf clusters, the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Air Medal with eleven oak leaf 
clusters, the Meritorious Service medal with 
one oak leaf cluster, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster, 
the Army Commendation Medal, the Asian 
Pacific, Korean, and Vietnam Campaign 
medals with 12 battle stars, the Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross with silver star and hon-
orary Vietnamese command pilot wings.  
He was an Air Force command pilot with 
10,000 flying hours in 30 aircraft.  He wore 
the Master Missileman badge.

Mr. Bell served his community, military 
support groups and veteran’s organizations 
throughout his life.  He was a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, the Elks and the 
Newcomen Society.  He was an area vice 
president for the California Air Force Asso-
ciation; was on the governing boards of the 
Silver Eagles, the March Field Museum, the 
Forum, Riverside Chamber Military Affairs 
Committee and 15th Air Force Association; 
was a flight captain for the Daedalians and 
the president of the Bob Hope chapter of 
the Air Force Association. 

Obituaries

Marc Warnock with sons Sam  
and Spencer

mind Americans of the amazing sacrifice 
made by those who serve and protect; 
something to unite us during this season of 
Thanksgiving, remembrance, and celebra-
tion.”

Actor Stephen Lang is known for film, 
television, and stage work. In his latest film, 
Song/ScreenGems thriller Don’t Breathe, he 
is “The Blind Man,” a performance already 
garnering critical accolades. On television 
he portrays Waldo, the crippled assassin, in 
AMC’s genre-bending martial arts series, 
Into the Badlands; and his ghostly presence 
continues as Increase Mather in WGN’s hit 
series Salem. Lang is currently preparing to 

reprise and expand his iconic role as Colo-
nel Miles Quaritch in four sequels to James 
Cameron’s film Avatar.

Lang recently received the “Special Jury 
Prize for Acting” award at the Phoenix 
Film Festival for his performance in Beyond 
Glory. He has also been nominated for and 
received Tony, Drama Desk, Lucille Lortel, 
Joseph Jefferson, Helen Hayes, and Outer 
Critics awards. 

The December 16 screening of Beyond 
Glory will be followed by a Q & A with di-
rector Larry Brand and author Larry Smith.

Tickets are $10 (advance online ticket 
purchasing is strongly recommended); visit 
www.irvingtontheater.com for tickets and 
more information.

Irvington Film
Continued from page 25



www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Comedy Night: At 8 p.m. starring Cory Kahaney, 
Karen Bergreen and Lenny Marcus at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. For tickets visit www.
tba-ny.org. 

Sunday 11

“Latkepalooza” Chanukah Festival and Fair: 
From 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or visit www.tba-ny.org.

Animal Adventures: Baby It’s Cold Outside: At 
11 a.m. meet animals that know how to prepare 
for a cold winter’s day at Teatown Lake Reservation 
in Ossining. To register call 762-2912, ext.110.

Author Visit: At 2 p.m. Jack Viertel discusses his 
book “The Secret Life of the American Musical” at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 
or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Holiday Concert: At 2 p.m. the Hudson Bells 
perform at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-
2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

Cabaret on the Hudson: At 3 p.m. enjoy a 
holiday themed cabaret hosted by Corinna Sowers 
Adler at Irvington Town Hall Theater. Visit www.
irvingtontheater.com.

O Holy Night: A Classical Christmas: At 7:30 
p.m. join Marco Panuccio in a concert by candle-
light at the Old Dutch Church of Sleepy Hollow. 
For tickets visit http://sleepyhollow.brownpaper-
tickets.com. 

Monday 12

How Television Began the Change from a Lit-
erary to a Visual Culture: At 10 a.m. presenta-
tion by Arthur R. Aldrich at JCC on the Hudson 
in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
jcconthehudson.org.

Tuesday 13

Concert: At 8 p.m. an evening with David 
Crosby & Friends at the Tarrytown Music Hall. 
Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusi-
chall.org.

Wednesday 14

“Daddy’s Girl”: At 7 p.m. Prudence Wright-
Holmes performs this one-woman show about the 
life and times of Harper Lee at the Ossining Public 
Library. Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglib-
rary.org.

Thursday 15

Beading Workshop: At 7 p.m. make a pair of 
earrings for yourself and another for a battered 
woman at the Ossining Public Library. To register 
call 941-2416, ext. 327.

Thursday Evening Book Club: Meets at 7:30 
p.m. to discuss “My Brilliant Friend” by Elena 
Ferrante at the Irvington Public Library. Call 591-
7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Concert: At 8 p.m. Ronnie Spector’s ”Best Christ-
mas Party Ever” at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 
877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.
org.

A Hip Hop “Nutcracker”: At 8 p.m. see a 
modern version complete with a dozen dancers, 
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Wednesday 7

Beyond the Synagogue: Memorials & Muse-
ums/Culture & Community: Lecture at 1 p.m. 
by Bruce J. Levy at Temple Beth Abraham in Tar-
rytown. To register visit www.bit.ly/TBAart. 

Thursday 8

Ossining Documentary & Discussion Series: At 
6:30 p.m. “Happy” will be screened at the Ossin-
ing Public Library followed by Q&A with three 
experts. Visit www.ossiningdocumentaries.org. 

Concert: At 6:30 p.m. violinist Elizabeth Pitcam 
performs at Lyndhurst in Tarrytown. For tickets 
visit www.lyndhurst.org. 

Book Discussion: At 7 p.m. the Warner Library 
Book Group discusses “The Marriage of Oppo-
sites” by Alice Hoffman. Call 631-7734 or visit 
www.warnerlibrary.org.

North by Northwest: At 7 p.m. see this classic 
Hitchcock film at Irvington Town Hall Theater. 
Visit www.irvingtontheater.com.

Play Reading: At 8 p.m. the Westchester Col-
laborative Theater presents a reading of “Lardo” 
by Sydney Blake, followed by a talk-back, at the 
Steamer Firehouse Gallery in Ossining. Call 762-
6429 or visit www.wctheater.org. Also Dec. 9 & 
10 at 8 p.m., Dec. 11 at 3 p.m.

Concert: At 8 p.m. the Wizards of Winter with 
original members of the Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
perform at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-
840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 9

Drop the Mic: At 7 p.m. Fullscreen Live presents 
Ricky Dillon, The Gabbie Show, Jack Baran Cha-
chi Gonzales and Andrew Lowe at the Tarrytown 
Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.

tarrytownmusichall.org.

Poetry Night: At 7:30 p.m. Amy King and 
Camille Rankine read from their new work and 
discuss what it means to be a woman poet in our 
time at Hudson Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy 
Hollow. Call 332-5953 or visit www.writerscenter.
org.

International Christmas Concert: At 8 p.m. 
at Maryknoll Society, 55 Ryder Rd., Ossining, 
preceded at 6:30 p.m. by displays and sweet treats 
from around the world. Call 941-7590 or visit 
www.MaryknollSociety.org/Concert.

Saturday 10

Friends Holiday Book Sale: At 11 a.m. at the 
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org.

Decorate a Tree for Wildlife: Enjoy this holi-
day tradition at 1 p.m. at Teatown Lake Reserva-

tion in Ossining. To register call 762-2912, ext. 
110.

Yoga Workship: At 1:30 p.m. “Yin/Vinyasa: Har-
nessing the Power of Stillness to Maximize Your 
Inherent Mobility” with Corina Benner at Club 
Fit in Briarcliff Manor. Register at www.YTAYoga.
com or call 582-7816 for information.

Holiday Concert: At 2:30 p.m. Kinny Landrum 
and Alan Bates play holiday music at the Warner 
Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

Dickens “Christmas Carol”: Master storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk performs this classic tale, with 
musical accompaniment, at Reformed Church of 
the Tarrytowns at 4 p.m., 5:15 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Advance tickets required. Call 631-8200 or visit 
www.hudsonvalley.org.  Also Dec.11, 17 & 18.

Concert: At 8 p.m. Andrew Bird performs at the 
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit 

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for December at www.thehudsonindependent.com

SENIORS

Senior Benefits Information Center: 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. a repre-
sentative from the Medicare Rights Center 
is on hand at the Warner Library in Tarry-
town.  Sign up at the Reference Desk or call 
631-7734.  To ask questions outside regular 
counseling hours call 269-7765. 

Senior Van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation.  Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hol-
low Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.

Hot Lunch: Plus other activities Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House in Tarrytown.  Suggested contribution 
$3.  Call 330-3855.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205

Greenburgh Nutrition Program: See Hot 
Lunch above.

Computer class: 11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).

Yoga on the chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays.

Art workshop: 1 p.m. Wednesdays. 

Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.

Senior canteen: informal social group, 1 
p.m. Thursdays.

Christmas Party:  11 a.m. entertainment; 
12 noon lunch Dec. 8.

Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays. 

Mah Jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays

Bridge and card club: 1 p.m. Fridays. 
	 Closed Dec. 26 – Jan.2	

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304.  Annual donation 
is $15.

Meeting: 1 p.m. Dec. 6, followed by games.

Exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays (except Dec. 9).

Nickel bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays .

Yoga: 10 a.m. Thursdays.

Holiday Party:  12 noon Dec. 9 at Tappan 
Hill.

Other classes:  Check bulletin board.

Pool tables:  Available any time.

	 Closed Dec. 26

 

JAMES F. GALGANO SENIOR CENTER

55 Elm St., Sleepy Hollow, 631-0390. An-
nual donation is $10, due before March 1.

Meetings: 1 p.m. Dec. 5 and 19, followed 
by bingo.

Exercise class: 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays.

Nickel bingo: 1 p.m. Tuesdays 

Yoga: 10:30 a.m. Dec. 7 and 21.

Christmas Party: 12 noon Dec. 14 at  
Tappan Hill.

Ceramics: 1:15 p.m. Dec. 1 and 15.

Exercise class:  10:30 a.m. Fridays.

Knitting: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Open weekdays for socializing, card  
playing, etc.:  1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
	 Closed Dec. 26

Sunday December 11: Cabaret on the Hudson: At 3 p.m. enjoy a holiday 
themed cabaret hosted by Corinna Sowers Adler at Irvington Town Hall Theater 
featuring Natalie Arneson, Matt Baker (left), and Natalie Douglas (right). 

Thursday December 8: North by Northwest: At 7 p.m. see this classic Hitchcock 
film at Irvington Town Hall Theater. 



www.tarrytownmusichall.org.
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perform at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-
2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

Cabaret on the Hudson: At 3 p.m. enjoy a 
holiday themed cabaret hosted by Corinna Sowers 
Adler at Irvington Town Hall Theater. Visit www.
irvingtontheater.com.

O Holy Night: A Classical Christmas: At 7:30 
p.m. join Marco Panuccio in a concert by candle-
light at the Old Dutch Church of Sleepy Hollow. 
For tickets visit http://sleepyhollow.brownpaper-
tickets.com. 

Monday 12

How Television Began the Change from a Lit-
erary to a Visual Culture: At 10 a.m. presenta-
tion by Arthur R. Aldrich at JCC on the Hudson 
in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
jcconthehudson.org.

Tuesday 13

Concert: At 8 p.m. an evening with David 
Crosby & Friends at the Tarrytown Music Hall. 
Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusi-
chall.org.

Wednesday 14

“Daddy’s Girl”: At 7 p.m. Prudence Wright-
Holmes performs this one-woman show about the 
life and times of Harper Lee at the Ossining Public 
Library. Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglib-
rary.org.

Thursday 15

Beading Workshop: At 7 p.m. make a pair of 
earrings for yourself and another for a battered 
woman at the Ossining Public Library. To register 
call 941-2416, ext. 327.

Thursday Evening Book Club: Meets at 7:30 
p.m. to discuss “My Brilliant Friend” by Elena 
Ferrante at the Irvington Public Library. Call 591-
7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Concert: At 8 p.m. Ronnie Spector’s ”Best Christ-
mas Party Ever” at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 
877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.
org.

A Hip Hop “Nutcracker”: At 8 p.m. see a 
modern version complete with a dozen dancers, 

live DJ and electric violinist at the Performing Arts 
Center, Purchase College. For tickets visit www.
artscenter.org. 

Friday 16

Cookies & Milk with Santa: From 6 p.m. – 8 
p.m. at the Sleepy Hollow Village Hall. Call 366-
5100 or visit www.sleepyhollowny.gov. 

Beyond Glory: At 7:30 p.m. see this documentary 
film based on Stephen Lang’s solo performance 
piece about 8 Medal of Honor recipients at Irving-
ton Town Hall Theater. Visit www.irvingtonthe-
ater.com.

Holiday Concert: At 8 p.m. Rob Mathes and his 
band perform at Purchase College on Anderson 
Hill Rd. For tickets call 251-6200 or visit www.
artscenter.org.  

A Celtic Christmas: At 8 p.m. Cherish the Ladies 
perform at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-
840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 17

Christmas Bird Count: At 8 a.m. adults can help 
count wintering birds at Teatown Lake Reservation 
in Ossining. Pre-registration required. Call 762-
2912, ext. 110 or visit www.teatown.org.

A Holiday Celebration Concert: At 11 a.m. the 
Laurie Berkner Band performs at the Tarrytown 
Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tar-
rytownmusichall.org.

Movie Mavens: At 7 p.m. “The Human Resources 
Manager” will be shown at Temple Beth Abraham 
in Tarrytown, followed by a moderated discussion. 
Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.

“The Beatles: Eight Days A Week – The Tour-
ing Years”: At 8 p.m. this documentary will be 
screened at the Nyack Center, Broadway at De-
pew, followed by the legendary 1965 “The Beatles 
Live at Shea Stadium” concert. Call 845-353-2568 
or visit www.rivertownfilm.org

The Ultimate Fleetwood Mac Tribute: At 8 
p.m. Tusk performs at the Tarrytown Music Hall. 
Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusi-
chall.org.

Sunday 18

Winter Pops Concert: At 3 p.m. the Westches-
ter Philharmonic with singer Ashley Brown and 
pianist Ji performs Broadway and holiday favorites 
at Purchase College on Anderson Hill Rd. Call 
682-3707 or visit www.westchesterphil.org

Concert: At 7 p.m. Blood Sweat and Tears featur-
ing Bo Bice performs at the Tarrytown Music Hall. 
Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusi-
chall.org.

Monday 19 

Hermes Pan: Academy Award Winning Choreog-
rapher: At 10 a.m. presentation by Edith Glass at 
JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 
or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.

African American History in Ossining: At 7 
p.m. presentation by Village Historian Dana 
White at the Ossining Public Library. Also exhibits 
on each floor of the Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org.

Tuesday 20

Mystery Book Group: Meets at 3:30 p.m. to dis-
cuss “What the Dead Know” by Laura Lippman at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 
or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Thursday 22

Hemingway’s Paris: At 7 p.m. Elizabeth Kemble 
gives a photo tour at the Irvington Public Library. 
To register call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org/adultp.htm.

Friday 23

Women’s Circle: At 5:45 p.m. explore Jewish 
women’s issues at Temple Beth Abraham in Tar-
rytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.
org. to RSVP.

Saturday 24

First night of CHANUKAH

Sunday 25

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Chopstix Chanukah: At 3 p.m. enjoy Chinese 
cuisine, a giant fortune cookie menorah, a Chinese 
acrobat, Chanukah crafts and latkes at Chabad of 
the Rivertowns in Dobbs Ferry. Call 693-6100 or 
visit www.Chabadrt.org. 

Monday 26

First day of KWANZAA

January 3

Vera Quartet in Recital: Concert at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns, 42 N. 
Broadway. Vist www.rctodc.org. 

Ongoing

New Romanian Cinema: Dec. 1-8 at Jacob Burns 
Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 747-5555 or 
visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

“Christmas Inn”: Dec. 1 – 23 at the Westchester 
Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com.

“Mr. Dickens Tells a Christmas Carol”: Dec. 
9 - 30 actor Michael Muldoon recreates Dickens’ 
own readings of this classic tale as guests travel 
though the Lyndhurst mansion in Tarrytown. 
Performance times vary. Advance tickets recom-
mended. Call 631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.
org. 

“Saturday Night Fever”: Dec. 29 – Jan. 29 at the 
Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Din-
ner at 6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 
or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Teaching Trails – Weekend Walks for All Ages: 
At 11:30 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays through 
Dec. 18 at the Greenburgh Nature Center in 
Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit www.green-
burghnaturecenter.org.

Tour Lyndhurst: Through Dec. 30 the mansion 
is lavishly decorated for the holidays including the 
upside down Christmas tree displaying hats of the 
last owner. Call 631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.

org.

Exhibit: “Paintings and Pastels: Inside and Out” 
by Linda Friedlander on display Dec. 5 -29 at 
the Irvington Public Library.  Reception Dec. 17 
from 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.  Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org. 

Exhibit: “In the Middle of Things”, paintings by 
Adam Tramantano at the Warner Library in Tar-
rytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.
org.

Exhibits: “Survivor” by artist Richard Sigmund 
Dec. 2-29 and “In a New York Minute” by artist 
Joanne Orce Dec. 1-29 at the Ossining Public 
Library. Reception Dec. 4 at 3 p.m. for Sigmund. 
Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets mul-
tiple times per week to keep fit, keep in touch and 
have fun. Beginning runners always welcome. Visit 
www.meetup.com/Irvington-running-Meetup/. 

Stone Barns’ Center for Food and Agricul-
ture in Pocantico Hills: Open Wed. – Sun. 
from 10 a.m. 6 p.m. Produce, meat and eggs avail-
able in Farm Store.  Call 366-6200 or visit www.
stonebarnscenter.org.

Field Goods Weekly Produce Delivery: Now 
available at the Ossining Public Library. Subscrib-
ers receive 5 to 8 different types of fruits and 
vegetables weekly, sourced from some 80 small 
farms. Sign up at www.Field-Goods.com or e-mail 
info@field-good.com. 

‘Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initiative: 
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown 
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into 
insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills.  
Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org. 

Irvington-Hudson River Tiffany Trail: This 
electronic guide leads visitors to sites from the 
Bronx to Briarcliff Manor open to the public dis-
playing the work of Louis Comfort Tiffany. Visit 
www.tiffanytrailcom.

Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail 
adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough 
players for a game.

Men’s club: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. 
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Meetings 
have varied speakers and are open to the public 
free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jccon-
thehudson.org.

Torah Study: Rabbi Holtz leads a class Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. (except Dec. 28) at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. No previous knowledge 
required. Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.
org.

Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday of 
the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 631-
7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Healthy Life series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Films for children: Weekends at noon at the 
Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.
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Check out the complete directory for December at www.thehudsonindependent.com

Sunday December 18: At 7 p.m. Blood Sweat and Tears featuring Bo Bice per-
forms at the Tarrytown Music Hall. 

Friday December 16: Beyond Glory: At 7:30 p.m. see this documentary film 
based on Stephen Lang’s solo performance piece about 8 Medal of Honor 
recipients at Irvington Town Hall Theater.
 



Carol Ressa
Works at Sleepy Hollow Middle 
School

“I need a vacation. Or Spin 
shoes.”
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To the Editor,

The “sanitation” fees paid by Sleepy 
Hollow home owners and businesses are 
supposed to cover the costs of handling 
our trash and recycling. But the fees actu-
ally come up short around $200,000 every 
year. To make up the difference, the Vil-
lage transfers about $200,000 (roughly 
1.5%) of our property taxes to the sanita-
tion budget.

This means we need to either be charged 
more for garbage collection or be encour-
aged to junk less stuff.  Or, better yet, 
do both by billing owners for how much 
they throw out. Just like how the County 
charges the Village for each ton of garbage 

it dumps.
Oddly, the Village’s current rate struc-

ture does the opposite. A single-family 
home pays $45 every three months, while 
a two family pays $50, a three family $75 
and a four family $105. Regular commer-
cial establishments have it worse, paying 
$275 per quarter, regardless of how little 
they dispose of. But restaurants, which 
tend to generate large trash volumes, only 
pay $365.

Our current government policy says 
“Throw out as much stuff as you want. No 
problem!” But it is a problem, for our bud-
get and our environment. 

Right now is the perfect time to fix this 
policy. The Village is buying a new sani-

tation truck. It will have an “automated” 
side arm for picking up garbage cans. The 
mechanized pickup requires sturdier cans, 
which the Village will provide.

The DPW wants to get 95 gallon cans 
for everyone. Those huge cans would en-
courage people to throw away even more 
stuff. So everyone would have to pay more 
“tipping fees” to the County and larger 
costs for collection and trucking.

The fairest thing to do is let everyone 
choose the garbage can size appropriate 
for their needs. Smaller cans pay a smaller 
fee and larger cans pay a larger fee. When 
people have extra items to throw out, they 
can purchase tags from vending machines. 
Potential locations for such machines 
could be Village Hall and the train station. 
The “friction” of having to obtain and pay 
for discarding excess materials encourages 

people to consider selling or donating us-
able items.

The industry calls this “Pay As You 
Throw” (PAYT). Though it’d probably 
be better named “Save As You Recycle.” 
42% of municipalities in New York use 
such pricing models. Variable rate systems 
reduce garbage tonnage by an average of 
17%. Better yet, these systems are very 
popular in communities that have imple-
mented them, where over 90% of people 
are supportive.

While these changes will be awkward 
for the Village, residents and shop owners 
alike, the long term financial and environ-
mental benefits are worth the investment.

Daniel Convissor
Sleepy Hollow
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Sleepy Hollow Sanitation Policy Should Be Changed

Letters

by Alexa Brandenberg

Diana Fajardo
Works in Sleepy Hollow

“Mostly I want to have a good 
holiday with my family.”

Nicholas Lukanko
Sleepy Hollow

“An iPhone.”

Tony (GM Tony) Napoli
Tarrytown

“A new GM Plant.”

Pancho Bravo
Sleepy Hollow

“I’d like to make things better for 
my kids because they are most 
important to me.”

Los Andes Bakery 
180 Valley Street 
Sleepy Hollow, New York 10591
914-631-3256
http://www.losandesbakery.com
 
Tarry Travel
38 Beekman Avenue
Sleepy Hollow, New York  10591
914-631-8312
 
Douglas Royce Advisory Group
445 North State Road, Suite 1
Briarcliff Manor, New York  10510
914-923-3101
www.douglasroyceadvisorygroup.com

Love Holds Life Children’s Cancer  
Foundation

2345 Route 52 
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
Phone: 845-592-4544
http://www.lhlny.org
 
Crown Trophy of Briarcliff
529 N State Rd
Briarcliff Manor
New York 10510
914-941-0020
http://www.crowntrophy.com/store-14

New SH/Tarrytown Chamber of 
Commerce Members 

Inquiring Photographer

“What is on Your Holiday Wish List?”



many targeted root-based treatments. De-
spite the changes in both his trades, he still 
thinks face-to-face interaction is key. 

Although you can buy anything online, 
Angel Rafter still believes that a real-world 
connection is an essential part of her busi-
ness. Eight years ago to date of our session, 
she launched Nu Toy Store midway down 
Tarrytown’s Main Street; three years ago 
she “took another leap of faith” and up-

graded to a storefront three times its size 
closer to the Broadway intersection. This 
location has made a huge difference to her 
visibility and expanded her clientele dra-
matically, she said. Rafter makes a point of 
also making herself visible in the commu-
nity, as an organizer of Third Friday and 
co-President of the PTA. Customers appre-
ciate the hands-on touches at her shop you 
can’t get on Amazon, from the thoughtful 
gift-wrapping to special events and touch-
ing the toys. 

Formerly in the corporate world, Rafter’s 
move into this special subset of retail was 
the perfect fit for the new mother in a town 
that lacked a toy store. Her customers, un-
like those of many other businesses, “come 
in 99.9 percent happy.” And, she added, 
“The loyalty we have throughout the town 
is phenomenal.” 

Finally, some entrepreneurial advice from 
the experts: “Love what you do,” said Me-
jias. “Be patient, have passion, tolerance, 
energy. Everyday you’re ready to think fast 

and solve problems. Know everything.”
And, from Harris Banks: “You can’t be 

grumpy, even if they just spent 10 cents.”
To listen to the full session and excerpts 

please visit TheHudsonIndependent.com. 
Next up: join us in the new year for an Oral 
History session with the heads of non-prof-
its in our villages. RSVP to krista@sleepy-
hollowink.com. We will meet on Friday, 
Jan. 13 at 1 p.m. in the Warner Library, 
3rd floor. Happy holidays!
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ed lunches daily ($3). She’s found friends 
here – “I know just about everybody” – 
since she moved to town two years ago 
from Yonkers. Plenty of others are lifers:

John Vlacancich, 97, also partakes of the 
hot lunch as he “never cooks; not even cof-
fee.” He gets a bus ride here from Sleepy 
Hollow where he’s lived for almost 60 
years, with his son nearby.

Betty Vivica, going on 93, has been here 
“all my life.” She remembers when the 
Tarrytown Seniors met here and enjoys 
“just being with people, getting out of the 
house.” She stands a chance of winning the 
“big-time money” at stake here today, she 
jokes, maybe $6-$7. Vivica recalls watch-
ing the first bridge go up (when her uncle 
was mayor and her sister marched in the 

bridge’s inaugural parade) “And now I’m 
lucky enough to see the second.” 

Second only in popularity to the Can-
teen, which usually attracts up to 30 people 
and is the only ongoing event that requires 
a $10 annual membership, the weekly art 
group is thriving at about 15 folks each 
week. Instructor Chris Blatt generously 
guides attendees in whatever individual 
medium they are most interested in, which 
all culminates in a robust annual show at 
the Warner Library. 

The chair yoga class is a hit with about 20 
people at each session. “We try to promote 
healthy aging,” Fazzino said. 

In the future, Spinner would like to see 
the NH further embracing its founding 
premise. “I think the original name is a key 
to our mission,” she said. “‘Civic’ implies a 

duty to be involved in the daily life of the 
community and be a positive force. This 
is my definition, but I certainly hope The 
Neighborhood House enriches the lives of 
its members and makes the community a 
special place,” she said. In the future, she 
hopes to be more involved with Chamber 
of Commerce events and cross-generation-
al connections with various groups. Their 
basement currently serves as the home of 
the high school special needs department’s 
Independent Living Program, which trains 
students in everyday skills like doing laun-
dry and making beds in rooms appointed 

like a house. 
Soon the NH plans to start distributing 

its spirit and talents to various public loca-
tions around town in the form of vividly 
painted Adirondack chairs. First, back to 
bingo.

“I love everything that’s offered to us,” 
Solomon said. “Sometimes I’m here five 
days a week. I just love it.”

The Neighborhood House is located at 43 
Wildey Street and can be reached for more 
info at (914) 631-0205.

by Alexa Brandenberg

Neighborhood House

Oral Histories

Continued from page 8

Continued from page 18

“I think the original name is a key to our mission. ‘Civic’ implies a duty to be 
involved in the daily life of the community and be a positive force.” 

— NH Board President Francesca Spinner

Inquiring Photographer

“What is on Your Holiday Wish List?”






