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As iFF you need to travel long to watch a 
short, the All Shorts Irvington Film Festival 
(As iFF) debuts its third season at 7:30 pm 
on Saturday, October 21 at the Irvington 
Town Hall Theater (followed by an after-
party at Red Hat on the River for all festival 
ticket-holders and filmmakers). The Fall 
2017 program, “A Film For Every Palate,” 
features nine outstanding short films from 
Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Hun-
gary, Syria, and the United States.

The selected short films were chosen out 
of more than 250 submissions from film-
makers around the world. Some have won 
numerous prizes at other film festivals such 
as Cannes and British Academy of Film 
and Television, while others are New York 
and United States premieres. Judged and 
curated by an esteemed jury of film pro-
fessionals, the program spans a diversity of 
cultures, emotions, stories, and cinematic 
styles.

Presented in two sets (each about an hour 
long) with a short intermission in between, 
the films range in length from one to 29 
minutes. Audience members vote for their 
favorite film at the end of the evening.  Jury 
prizes are awarded in a variety of categories 
by the As iFF Advisory Board (compris-
ing award-winning film editors, animators, 
writers, actors, directors, and producers).  

 As iFF premiered in the fall of 2015 to a 

sold-out audience of most-
ly local film fans eager to 
view international shorts 
on the big screen in their 
small town. Since then, 
the festival has attracted 
viewers from beyond the 
New York region, with 
filmmakers traveling from 
abroad to attend and par-
ticipate in Q&A’s with 
the audience. With each 
festival, the selection pro-
cess has grown increasingly 
competitive, and As iFF is 
now recognized interna-
tionally as a sought-after 
festival by both acclaimed 
and up-and-coming film-
makers.

 “The originality, artistry 
and quality of filmmaking 
we are seeing is breathtak-
ing,” said festival director, 
Laurie Chock. “We have 
dramatically exceeded our 
own expectations and put 
Irvington on the map of international film 
festivals. We are so grateful that the resi-
dents of Irvington, the rivertowns, and be-
yond have responded with such incredible 
enthusiasm.”

 The October 21 program weaves stories 
about childhood, aging, and imagination 
with worlds that are distant for many of us 
– from a 1970s pioneer camp behind ‘The 
Iron Curtain’ to a modern-day ‘neighbor-

hood’ in Syria.
 “A short has the potential 

to take an audience so com-
pletely far away in a very brief 
period of time,” explained 
Chock. “The richness of the 
cinematography and acting 
in these films is dazzling. Ev-
eryone will experience them 
differently the way each pal-
ate has a unique understand-
ing of sweet, sour, savory, 
salty, and bitter.” 

 The selected films illus-
trate choices we make as 
well as methodical details 
that fill one’s life.  Limits of 
time, voice, and perspective 
disappear -- from a whimsi-
cal dance film about a lonely 
fisherman who thaws out his 
prehistoric soul brother to 
the tale of a boy and his dog 
that is seen and told entirely 
from the dog’s point of view.

  For tickets and more in-
formation, visit www.asiffes-

tival.com.  “All Shorts’ Short Shots” (festival 
facts and previews of the selected films) can 
be found by following As iFF on Twitter 
and Instagram (@irvingtonfilm), and on 
Facebook (@AllShortsiFF).

All Shorts Irvington Film Festival (As iFF) Presents  
“A Film For Every Palate” on October 21



Brrzaar Bridge Street, 
Irvington

With the grand opening of 

Brrzaar Bridge Street (for-

merly Bridge Street Café) 

on October 2, Brrzaar’s owner, Michelle  

Leddy, has formally expanded her high-

ly successful Brrzaar at the Irvington 

Station fro-yo venue, but this time with 

a new culinary twist. 

Hailing from New Orleans, Leddy has 
hired chef Dedra Williams, also from 
NOLA,  to create a daily special that will 
“bring the best of the Big Easy to the 
North.” They will be “melding northern 
and southern food themes,” says Leddy.

Brrzaar Bridge Street will forego offering 
frozen yogurt, the specialty at the Irving-
ton station location, though smoothies are 
available. But, the café will continue offer-
ings bagels and lox, croissants, muffins and 
scones with coffee for breakfast, and will 
cater to a wide spectrum of dietary wishes: 
customers can enjoy a morning grain-free 
breakfast bowl with sauteed vegetables and 
protein, or cheesy grits, and everything 
in between, including breakfast brritos or 
quesadillas, eggs any style and plenty of side 
orders such as bacon, sausage, potatoes, a 
variety of toasts, even sauteed kale and spin-
ach.

Lunch includes a vast array of sandwiches: 
gyros, tuna melt, Reuben, meatball sub, and 
New Orleans’ favorite – the cold-cut-laden 
muffuletta – as well as avocado BLT, “con-
struct your own” and more. Brrgrrs,  plenty 
of salads – chopped, by the pound or mixed 

greens – and a variety of bottled drinks and 
chips along with house-made daily soups. 
Williams’ in-house specialty Southern of-
ferings will also be on the menu, and might 
be red beans and rice one day or a grits cre-
ation the next. For those on the run, a “grab 
and go” case is filled with bento boxes, fruit 

cups, Greek yogurt, hummus with veggies 
and more.

Bridge Street tenants and the public will 
continue to be able to grab breakfast on the 
way to work, or walk to the café for soup 
and a sandwich or a “taste of New Orleans” 

for lunch and dine at long, welcoming 
wood tables. Online ordering is available 
with curb-side pick-up.

Baked By Susan at  
Eatarry

Baked by Susan, an old-fashioned 

bakery located in Croton-on-

Hudson, has recently made 

a pop-up appearance at Tarrytown’s 

Eatarry on Main Street with a mouth-

watering variety of award-winning 

baked goods delivered fresh daily.  

Everything Susan bakes is made from 
scratch with all natural ingredients: 
her crusts are made from flour, but-
ter, water and salt – no lard or Crisco. 
Her puff pastes take 3 hours to com-
plete. Her fruit pies and turnovers are 
seasonal and sourced from local farm-
ers– no canned fillings allowed; her 
buttercreams are the real thing – but-
ter, cream and egg whites only. And, 
you can taste the difference. Baked by 
Susan offers the finest in baked goods, 
whether you are munching on one of 
her divine chocolate chip, oatmeal rai-
sin cookies, her muffins and scones, 
cupcakes (vanilla, chocolate, red velvet 
or “stuffed” specialties), or my absolute 
favorite – her banana pumpkin sugar 
donuts – these are a MUST.

She creates charmingly decorated 
cookies: sunflowers, pumpkins or ap-
ples, makes her own granola and even 
doggie bones! Her cinnamon rolls were 
designated  “Best of Westchester, ” but 
her honey loaf or her peach and raspberry 
hand pies, or blondies could win prizes as 
well. She also bakes a vegan, gluten-free 
banana bread. A pre-packaged “cookie 
stack” is a fun way to grab lemon sugar 
or chocolate chip cookies for a treat while 
strolling along Tarrytown’s Main Street.

Susan O’Keefe started ber bakery in 
2010 after years of baking solo at home 
for farmers markets and restaurants. She 
is now in a glass-fronted store with bak-
ing in full view. One of four sisters, she 
grew up in the kitchen cooking with her 
grandmothers, baking from age 8. “Food 
is a mood stabilizer,” she said,”Especially 
something sweet. I like to nourish people.”

She now has 15 employees in an 1100 
square foot communal space, and uses all 
vintage baking equipment. Her husband 
Chris covers the business side, her oldest 
son, Hudson, manages her Eatarry loca-
tion, and her graphics (t-shirts, labels, the 
free-hand wall logo) were designed and 
executed by another son, Dillon. Their 

brother Colgan works Sunday night – it’s 
definitely a collaborative  family effort. 
And, Susan makes sure that all of her left-
over baked goods are donated to the Cro-
ton-on-Hudson Food Bank.

Baked by Susan items are also available 
wholesale at Gourmet Garage, and at Mrs. 
Greens, Black Cow, Muddy Water Coffee 
and Café (in Tarrytown) and many coffee 
shops. She bakes different items depending 
upon requests. Muddy Water, for instance, 
makes sure to have her carrot cake on hand 
at all times. Special orders are available, so 

if you need seasonal pies for Thanksgiving, 
visit her menu at bakedbysusan.com.

Baked by Susan’s pop-up venture at 
Eatarry is scheduled through December, 
but she loves the energy in Tarrytown and 
would enjoy continuing at her new loca-
tion. Such a culinary addition to Main 
Street would be sorely missed; one taste 
and customers will return for more, so let’s 
hope Baked By Susan is here to stay.
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Two New Taste Treats in Our Rivertowns

Food for Thought

by Linda Viertel

If You Go
1 Bridge Street
914-231-9333
https://www.facebook.com/brrzaar-
bridgest/

If You Go
Baked by Susan at Eatarry
25 Main Street
914-862-0874
Hours: Wed.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
For special orders please email: 
bakedbysusan@gmail.com
Or call: 914-862-0874
Website menu: bakedbysusan.com

(L-R:) Chef Dedra Williams, Owner 
Michelle Leddy and Manager Jennifer 
Sawchuck at Brrzaar Bridge Street.

— Photo Credit: Jon Marshall

Susan O’Keefe displaying her delectable 
artisanal baked goods at Tarrytown’s 
Eatarry. 	 — Photo Credit: Jon Marshall



Eugene Connick, 85
Eugene Edward Connick, a lifelong resi-

dent of Irvington, died September 16. He 
was 85.

Mr. Connick was a proud veteran of the 
U.S. Navy having served in the Korean 
War. On September 21, 1957, he married 
his beloved Carol Taylor in Irvington. He 
was a real history buff  and loved to tell sto-
ries about the past days of Irvington. He 
always enjoyed the many trips to Gettys-
burg and learning the history of the Civil 
War. 

His home away from home was the 
Amish country in Lancaster, PA. Mr. Con-
nick cherished the time he and his wife 
spent in Florida every year and watched 
the Phillies during spring training. He al-
ways put his family fi rst.

Everett Weaver, Jr., 78
Everett L. Weaver, Jr., a longtime resi-

dent of Sleepy Hollow, died August 30. 
He was 78.

Mr. Weaver graduated from Washing-
ton Irving High School. He was known 
for his love of the New York Giants, Mets 
and Rangers. He was an avid fi sherman 
and loved to walk around the Tarrytown 
Lakes and all throughout the village. He 
proudly served his country in the United 
States Army and was store manager of the 
Tarrytown A&P Supermarket for almost 
64 years.

Antonio Iannarelli, 84
Antonio Iannarelli, a longtime resident 

of Tarrytown, died September 6 surround-
ed by his beloved family. He was 84. 

Born in Barisciano, Italy, he arrived 
in New York when he was 21 where he 
later met and married Domenica Scipi-
oni (Iannarelli), his wife of over 60 years. 
Th ey lived in Croton-on-Hudson un-
til 1974 and then moved to Tarrytown. 
Mr. Iannarelli began working in New York 
City where he excelled in his knowledge 

of acoustical ceilings and was soon ap-
pointed foreman for construction proj-
ects at many famous buildings such as the 
Chrysler Building, the Empire State Build-
ing, and the Twin Towers. After 25 years 
of working as a foreman, he established his 
own company,  Tony Iannarelli and Sons 
Construction  in Westchester County. 
Some of his best times were spent on his 
scenic property in the Catskill Mountains 
in NY. An avid outdoorsman he enjoyed 
hunting and telling stories of long ago 
(and not so long ago) on the back porch 
overlooking the mountains. He loved the 
area because it was reminiscent of grow-
ing up in the Apennine Mountains of the 
Abruzzo region in Italy.

Russell Watson, 77
Russell Ellsworth Watson III, a resident 

of Irvington, died at home August 30. 
He was 77. He graduated from the Hill 
School in PA and the Shrewsbury School 
in England. In 1962, he graduated from 
Princeton University Magna Cum Laude 
and as a member of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society. After starting his career at the Wall 
Street Journal, he went to work at News-
week. He spent more than 30 years at the 
magazine, where he served as Foreign Edi-
tor, Chief of Correspondents and Senior 
Writer. He covered Watergate, Tianan-
men Square Massacre and several Middle 
East confl icts. He travelled extensively 
while reporting on Europe, Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East. In the 1970s, he was 
one of the fi rst journalists to visit China 
after it was opened to the western press.
Mr. Watson moved to Irvington shortly af-
ter marrying Susan Waterbury in 1967. An 
active member of the community, he was a 
longtime parishioner at Th e Church of St 
Barnabas and was on the Board of Direc-
tors of Phelps Hospital for more than 30 
years, serving a term as Chairman of the 
Board. He was an avid photographer and 
bird watcher.

for lunch and dine at long, welcoming 
wood tables. Online ordering is available 
with curb-side pick-up.

brother Colgan works Sunday night – it’s 
defi nitely a collaborative  family eff ort. 
And, Susan makes sure that all of her left-
over baked goods are donated to the Cro-
ton-on-Hudson Food Bank.

Baked by Susan items are also available 
wholesale at Gourmet Garage, and at Mrs. 
Greens, Black Cow, Muddy Water Coff ee 
and Café (in Tarrytown) and many coff ee 
shops. She bakes diff erent items depending 
upon requests. Muddy Water, for instance, 
makes sure to have her carrot cake on hand 
at all times. Special orders are available, so 

if you need seasonal pies for Th anksgiving, 
visit her menu at bakedbysusan.com.

Baked by Susan’s pop-up venture at 
Eatarry is scheduled through December, 
but she loves the energy in Tarrytown and 
would enjoy continuing at her new loca-
tion. Such a culinary addition to Main 
Street would be sorely missed; one taste 
and customers will return for more, so let’s 
hope Baked By Susan is here to stay.
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Susan O’Keefe displaying her delectable 
artisanal baked goods at Tarrytown’s 
Eatarry.  — Photo Credit: Jon Marshall

in part from having autism “in the fam-
ily,” which is as specifi c as they want to be. 
But their personal experiences expanded as 
they learned about autism’s variability. “As 
they say,” said Anushka, “if you’ve met one 
person with autism, you‘ve met one person 
with autism.”  

“Our goal is to get the audience to root 
for the characters,” said Andy. “We also just 
want to make something that people want 
to see.” But in doing so, they hope to tackle 
fundamental issues: what is autism? What 
is “normal?”

Th ey sought out autistic people not only 
in the U.S. but abroad—in India and Saudi 
Arabia. Th ey tapped the expertise of many, 
singling out Anita Lesko, a photographer 
and anesthesiologist whose own wedding 
party, including herself and the groom, was 
made up of people on the spectrum. One 
of the actors in Uncommon Sense is himself 
autistic.

Andy Paris is an actor, writer and director 
who fi rst worked with Moisés Kaufman to 
produce several works stemming from the 
murder of Matthew Shepard, including the 
EMMY-nominated Th e Laramie Project. 
He teamed up with his wife to adapt Rikki 
Ducornet’s novel, Th e Fanmaker’s Inquisi-
tion into a play. He is from Cincinnati and 
graduated from NYU.

Anushka Paris-Carter was acting on tele-
vision in Australia at age 11. She studied 
at Australia’s National Th eater and the 
Swinburne Institute of Technology and has 
many credits in her native country. Her 
New York fi lm and TV credits include “Ed 
Bowe’s Picture Book” and a stint hosting 
“X-Games” for ESPN. Th e couple has two 
daughters in Irvington schools. 

Uncommon Sense will run for 34 shows 
beginning October 25 through November 
26, with the offi  cial opening night on No-
vember 2. Tickets ($69-$89) are available 
online at www.sheencenter.org, or by call-
ing 212-925-2812.

Continued from page 13

Irvington Play







the property.  Prior to release of the board’s 
decision, the Greenwich-based developer 
wrote to the village that the original agree-
ment should be honored. National Re-
sources attorney Daniel Pennessi quoted 
the 2006 Memorandum of Agreement as 
stating, “Contractor [shall] develop twelve 
units of moderate income housing on the 
Existing Village Hall Site…in accordance 
with the parameters and criteria estab-
lished by the village for moderate income 
housing, which shall include preferences 
for Village residents.” 

In a letter dated September 8, 2017, 
Tarrytown Village Administrator Rich-
ard Slingerland replied to the developer’s 
argument, noting that the old Moderate 
Income Housing guidelines only apply to 
housing constructed prior to December 5, 
2011, which was before National Resourc-
es began construction.

“Despite your reliance on documents 
that refer to ‘moderate income housing,’” 
said Slingerland, “you neglect to mention 
that all of 21 Wildey’s final land use ap-

provals… Since your client is required to 
provide affordable housing and such af-
fordable housing has not yet been com-
pleted and in fact, approvals for such con-
struction were not even granted until after 
2011, the standards set forth in Zoning 
Code § 130-130 [Affordable Housing] ap-
ply, and not the standards in Zoning Code 
§ 305-130.1 [Moderate Income Hous-
ing].”

Tarrytown’s village administrator point-
ed out that a 2014 amendment executed 
by the developer and village “explicitly ob-
ligates your client to construct ‘affordable 
housing’ at 21 Wildey.” 

Other differences between the two ordi-
nances include leasing protocol. The new 
ordinance specifies that income eligible-
households “shall be solicited” in accor-
dance with Westchester County’s Fair and 
Affordable Housing Marketing Plan “so as 
to ensure outreach to racially and ethni-
cally diverse households.”

A request for comment from National 
Resources and its owner, Joe Cotter, was 
not returned by press time.   
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by Linda Viertel

With lightning speed, TED (technology, 
education, design) talks have proliferated 
throughout the world. A nonprofit orga-
nization devoted to Ideas Worth Spread-
ing, in the form of short powerful talks 
(19 minutes in length or less), TED invites 
leading thinkers and doers to present at its 
annual conference in Vancouver, British 
Columbia which are taped and made avail-
able, free, on TED.com. Speakers have in-
cluded Bill Gates, Jane Goodall, Sir Rich-
ard Branson, Daniel Kahneman, Philippe 
Starck and so many others.

Tedx was created in this spirit of Ideas 
Worth Spreading – a program of local, 
self-organized events that bring people 
together to share a TED-like experience 
on a local level (the x means an indepen-
dently organized TED event). Video and 
live speakers combine to spark deep dis-
cussion and connection. And fortunately 
Tarrytown residents, Kimberly Marcus, 
and her co-organizer, Melissa Baer, ap-
plied for and received their license to hold 
TedxTarrytown, previously held at Temple 
Beth Abraham. “When our application 
from TED HQ was approved, Melissa and 
I were so excited. I had attended a TEDx 
conference in April to enable us to sell over 

100 tickets. With the new venue, we will 
now be able to share the TEDx experience 
with more people from the rivertowns.”

This year, on October 22, Tedx moves 
to that new venue: the Irvington Town 
Hall Theatre, with “Rise”as its theme, in-
spired by the new bridge 
depicted on the Tedx 
logo. “The bridge is rising 
up,” Marcus explained. 
“People are rising up. 
And organizations are ris-
ing up. The opposite is 
‘fall’; you have to rise up 
from somewhere, and our 
eight speakers will explain 
their various experiences.” 
Short talks and a musi-
cal presentation (from 
eight to 14 minutes) will 
be offered by experts in a 
dizzying variety of fields: 
Jaron Benjamin (Vice-
President for Community 
Mobilization for Housing 
Works, Inc), Hugh Locke 
(President, Smallholder 
Farmers Alliance), Pablo Mayor (compos-
er and musician), Amy Whitaker (Author, 
Art Thinking), Jamey Barbas, PE (Proj-
ect Director, Mario M. Cuomo Bridge), 

Ethan Schutz (President and CEO, The 
Schutz Company), Michael Alcee, Ph.D. 
(Clinical Psychologist), and Jennifer Wal-
ford (elementary school teacher, publisher 
of Found in Yonkers)

The all-volunteer event was organized 
with one simple prom-
ise: to deliver an authen-
tic TED experience to 
Tarrytown, Irvington 
and the greater West-
chester area. By present-
ing inspiring speakers, 
attendees will, hopefully, 
listen, learn, and grow 
with one another as a 
diverse whole. Marcus 
said, “We believe TEDx-
Tarrytown is a way to 
share the beautiful flavor 
of the rivertowns –  this 
is a chance for our area 
to learn from informa-
tive, inspiring, and en-
gaging speakers within 
our community.”

“I believe in the mis-
sion of TED and TEDx,” said Marcus. “It 
puts great ideas into the world and works 
to create positive change.  It is another way 
to make our world a better place.” Please 
check www.tedxtarrytown.com for tickets 
and more information.

Local sponsors have generously contrib-
uted to the event in order to keep ticket 
prices low and provide refreshments.Tedx-
Tarrytown is grateful for their participa-
tion. They are: Tarrytown – Regeneron, 
llda’s Salon and Spa, Coffee Labs, Bagel 
Emporium; Irvington – Red Barn Bakery, 
Dr. Mac; Mt. Kisco – Café Realty; Elms-
ford – Play Nice Together.

Inspiring Speakers to Present at Tedx  
Rivertown Event

Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

Member SIPC

19 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
Bus. 914-591-7800
Fax 877-462-3096
jean.sears@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Annie Get 
Your Gun: 
Brilliant at 
WBT
by Morey Storck

By any measure, the Broadway musi-
cal comedy classic, Annie Get You Gun, 
revived by Westchester Broadway Theatre 
with an extraordinary singing and dancing 
cast, and a brilliantly directed production, 
is marvelous, joyous entertainment. Every-
thing about it is appealing.  

Let’s start with the score. What an amaz-
ing hit-song collection it is: “Doin’ What 
Comes Naturally,” “You Can’t Get A Man 
With A Gun,” “The Girl That I Marry,” 
“They Say That Falling In Love Is Won-
derful,” “I Got The Sun In The Morning,” 
“I Got Lost In His Arms,” and of course, 
“There’s No Business Like Show Business.” 

The wonderfully talented Devon Perry, 
as Annie Oakley, gladly accepts the chal-
lenge in this WBT production. She is per-
fect in the role. Adam Kemmerer, as Frank 
Butler, overcomes the not-being-over-
six-foot-tall syndrome to maximize his 
musical comedy talents. He comes across 
as masculine, strong, and handsome. He 
knows how to put over a song, with com-
mand when that’s called for, with tender-
ness when needed, and with comic relief 
for character development.

Kilty Reidy as Charlie Davenport; Sarah 
Cline as Dolly Tate; Gary Lynch as Buf-
falo Bill; Kevin  C. Loomis as Pawnee Bill 
and Wilson, and Marshall Factora as Chief 
Sitting Bull, all give excellent character 
portraits with professional skill. The dance 
ensemble was well trained, directed, and 
versatile. The total direction by Richard 
Stafford is brilliant.

Continued from page 1

Affordable Housing

Logo: Caleb Gleit
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Fair at Christ Church in Tarrytown will start on 
October 20, from 4 to 8 p.m., and continue on 
Oct. 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The fundraiser, 
on the church grounds at 43 South Broadway, 
offers: activities for children and families; live 
music; jewelry and other treasures; bargains in a 
white elephant section; an international menu of 
home-made foods and desserts. Children’s toys, 
sports equipment, home furnishings and electron-
ics, books and CDs and holiday decorations. For 
more information, call Christ Episcopal Church 
& San Marcos at 631-2074 or e-mail: contact@
christchurchtny.org

Sunday 22

TEDxTarrytown Rise: TEDxTarrytown Rise, 
a series of short talks, demonstrations and per-
formances, will be held at 4p.m. at the Irving-
ton Town Hall Theater. The program is being 
presented by TedxTarrytown. Info: tedxtarrytown.
com. 

Thursday 26 

Book Club: The Irvington Thursday Evening 
Book Club has selected Commonwealth by Ann 
Patchett for this month’s book. The club will meet 
to discuss it at 7:30 p.m. at the Irvington Public 
Library. Copies of this book are available at the 
circulation desk.

Chabad of the Rivertowns: Dr. Jacob Eisenberg, 
Holocaust survivor, lecturer and author, will speak at 
7:45 p.m. in Dobbs Ferry. Call (914) 693-6100 for 
tickets.

Monday 30

Chamber Concert: At 1 p.m., the Hudson 
Valley Music Club will present the first Profes-
sional Concert of its 93rd season. Itamar Zorman, 
violin, and Drew Peterson, piano, will perform 
Rondo Brilliant in B minor, D895, by Schubert, 
Sonata no. 1 in G major by Brahms, and Viennese 
Rhapsodic Fantasietta by Kreisler. The concert 
will be held at the Dobbs Ferry Woman’s Club, 54 
Clinton Ave. Admission is $18. Call 232-5916.

Ongoing

Free Tai Chi: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 
– 10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 
a.m. & Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at 
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.   Call 
366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays and Saturdays at 
8 p.m. & 10 p.m., Sundays at 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. at 
One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 631-1000 or 
visit http://jazzforumarts.or.

Pirate Quest: On Saturdays and Sundays from 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt 
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto 
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor 
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

‘Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initia-
tive: Bring your worn denim clothes to the 
Tarrytown Music Hall lobby collection box for 
recycling into insulation and keep textile waste out 
of landfills.   Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

Guided Kayak Tours: Weekends from 9 a.m. – 
noon, 1– 4 p.m. & 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at Kingsland 
Point Park, Sleepy Hollow. Call 682-5135 or 
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Wednesday 4

Wednesday Movies: Wednesday Movies will be 
presented throughout October at 2 p.m. at the 
Warner Library, 121 N Broadway, Tarrytown. 
This month’s schedule is Oct. 4, Beatriz at Dinner; 
Oct. 11, Paris Can Wait; Oct. 18, Dean and Oct. 
25, The Hollars. Call 631-7734 or visit http://
www.warnerlibrary.org.

Thursday 5 

Drink & Draw: In association with Breff Studio, 
RiverArts will present Drink & Draw which will 
be held from 7:30 to 10 pm. at 145 Palisade St., 
Studio 412A, Dobbs Ferry. It is a modern take on 
the classic practice of life drawing. Bring your own 
art supplies. Any and all mediums are encouraged. 
You need to be at least 18-years-old to attend and 
at least 21 to drink. 
 
Author Visit: David Neilsen, author of the Be-
yond the Doors series will be held at 7 p.m. at the 
Warner Library. Following the talk there will be a 
book signing and refreshments. . Call 631-7734 
or visit http org.://www.warnerlibrary.

Saturday 7

Bluegrass Weekend: RiverArts is presenting a 
Blue Grass Weekend on Oct. 7 from noon to 6 
p.m. and on Oct. 8 from 2 to 6 p.m. at the First 
Reformed Church, 18 Farragut Ave., Hastings. 
Join award winning instrumentalists Tara Lin-
hardt, Mary Simpson, Bennett Sullivan, Christian 
Apuzzo, and Wesley Corbett. Develop vocal and 
instrumental skills of a bluegrass musician. Musi-
cians at all levels of experience welcome!

Bingo Night: The Sleepy Hollow Fire Depart-
ment sponsors bingo nights every second and 
fourth Saturday of the month at 55 Elm St., 
Sleepy Hollow. Doors open at 5 p.m.; games start 
at 7:p.m. You must be 18 or older to play. 

Jazz Quintet Performance: Westchester Col-
laborative Theater (WCT) will continue its highly 
touted Jazz Masters series with the Gerry Malkin 
Collective performing at WCT’s Black Box at 
23 Water St, at 7:30 p.m. in Ossining. Tickets, 
$15, can be purchased online at WCT’s website: 
wctheater.org (limited seating available; advance 
purchase is strongly recommended). Refreshments 
will be available. 

Flamenco Performance: A live flamenco perfor-

mance will be held at 3 and 7 p.m. at the Sleepy 
Hollow Firehouse. Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$10 for children. Visit www.artful.ly/Flamenco    

Tuesday 10

Mostly Morning Concert: The Hudson Valley 
Music Club will present the first Mostly Morning 
Concert of its 93rd season at 11 a.m. at the Dobbs 
Ferry Woman’s Club, 54 Clinton Ave. Ruth Gar-
cia, oboe and Judith Soffer, piano, will perform 
Schumann’s Romances for oboe and piano. Geof-
frey Katin and Daniel Salvi, clarinets, will perform 
Poulenc’s Sonata for Two Clarinets. Tom Sweezey 
and David Church, saxophone duo, will perform 
works to be determined. All of the wind players 
are members of the Westchester Symphonic 
Winds. Though admission is free, donations will 
gratefully be accepted. Call 591-6851.

Harvest Holiday Celebration: Havorah Jewish 
Harvest Holiday Celebration will be held from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown. Havorah is a program of Westchester 
Jewish Community Services that celebrates Jewish 
life, holidays and traditions for individuals with 
disabilities and their families. RSVP Required 
by Monday, October 2 to havorah@wjcs.com or 
761-0600 Ext. 124.

Movie Mavens: Ushpizin will be screened at 7 
p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham. The screening 

is part of the synagogue’s Movie Mavens series, 
which presents films with Jewish themes or con-
tent. Admission is free for Temple members and 
$5 for guest to pay for the cost of refreshments. 

Wednesday 11	

Rivertown Films: Rivertown Films will screen 
two films this month. On Oct. 11 at 8 p.m. at the 
Nyack Center, Obit will be presented. This film 
looks at the fine writers employed by The New 
York Times, whose mission it is to create these 
tributes to the recently deceased as they rush to 
meet deadlines, obtain perspective and assemble 
facts. On Oct. 27 at the Nyack High School audi-
torium at 8 p.m., the 1922 silent classic Nosferatu 
will be presented. Live accompaniment on organ 
will be provided by Ben Model, one of the leading 
silent film accompanists in the world. Informa-
tion: 845-353-2568 or www.rivertownfilm.org.

Candidate Q & A: A Westchester County Candi-
date Q & A on Environmental Issues will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Greenburgh Nature Center. 
Admission is free. 

Saturday 14

Marriage Is Murder: At 2 p.m. M&M Perform-
ing Arts Company will present Marriage is Murder 
a murderously funny comedy by Nick Hall at 
the Irvington Public Library, 12 S. Astor St.. 

Free.  Parking is available in front of and behind 
the library parking lot Please register ahead by 
telephoning the library at591-7840, or online at: 
irvingtonlibrary.evanced.info/signup/Calendar. 

Thursday 19

Library Book Sale: The Friends of Irvington Li-
brary Annual Fall Book Sale will be held on Oct. 
19, from 2 to 9 p.m.; Oct. 20 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Oct. 21 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
library, 12 S. Astor St. Visit www.irvingtonlibrary.
org/adult

Friday 20

Crafts for a Cause: Come to Temple Beth Abra-
ham in Tarrytown at 10:30 a.m. to make beautiful 
things for various causes. Participants will be pre-
paring scarves and shawls for the DOROT Winter 
Package Drive. Supplies are provided but any 
donations of yarn and knitting needles are always 
appreciated. For further information or to RSVP, 
please email craftsforacause@tba-ny.org.

Harvest Fair: A Harvest Fair will be held at the 
Union Church of Pocantico Hills, 555 Bedford 
Rd. (Route 448) on.Oct. 20 & 21, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. and Oct. 22, 12-4 p.m. The Fair features: 
antiques; jewelry, books, CDs, DVDs, clothing, 
furniture, plants and fall fruit. Call 631-2069.

Christ Church Fall Fair: The annual Fall 

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for October at www.thehudsonindependent.com

SENIORS

Senior Benefits Information Center 
(SBIC): Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
a trained counselor from SBIC is on hand at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at 
the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask 
questions outside regular counseling hours 
call 231-3260.
Senior Van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hol-
low Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
Hot Lunch: Plus other activities Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution 
$3. Call 330-3855.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205
Greenburgh Nutrition Program: See Hot 
Lunch above.
Computer class:   11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).
Yoga on the chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.
Senior canteen: informal social group, 1 
p.m. Thursdays.
Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.
Mah Jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays
Bridge and card club: 1 p.m. Fridays.

 TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation 
is $15.
Exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
Nickel Bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays
Book Club: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.

Ongoing 

It Takes a Village 10591: Seniors meet 
every second Tuesday from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
at The Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns, 
42 N. Broadway. The program includes a 
speaker, conversation, and refreshments. All 
are welcome. Call 914-222-5116 or visit 
www.itav10591.org

Saturday 7:
Bluegrass Weekend: 
RiverArts is presenting 
a Blue Grass Weekend 
on Oct. 7 from noon to 
6 p.m. and on Oct. 8 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at the 
First Reformed Church, 
18 Farragut Ave., Hast-
ings.

Wednesday 4: Wednesday Movies will be presented throughout October at 2 
p.m. at the Warner Library, 



Fair at Christ Church in Tarrytown will start on 
October 20, from 4 to 8 p.m., and continue on 
Oct. 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The fundraiser, 
on the church grounds at 43 South Broadway, 
offers: activities for children and families; live 
music; jewelry and other treasures; bargains in a 
white elephant section; an international menu of 
home-made foods and desserts. Children’s toys, 
sports equipment, home furnishings and electron-
ics, books and CDs and holiday decorations. For 
more information, call Christ Episcopal Church 
& San Marcos at 631-2074 or e-mail: contact@
christchurchtny.org

Sunday 22

TEDxTarrytown Rise: TEDxTarrytown Rise, 
a series of short talks, demonstrations and per-
formances, will be held at 4p.m. at the Irving-
ton Town Hall Theater. The program is being 
presented by TedxTarrytown. Info: tedxtarrytown.
com. 

Thursday 26 

Book Club: The Irvington Thursday Evening 
Book Club has selected Commonwealth by Ann 
Patchett for this month’s book. The club will meet 
to discuss it at 7:30 p.m. at the Irvington Public 
Library. Copies of this book are available at the 
circulation desk.

Chabad of the Rivertowns: Dr. Jacob Eisenberg, 
Holocaust survivor, lecturer and author, will speak at 
7:45 p.m. in Dobbs Ferry. Call (914) 693-6100 for 
tickets.

Monday 30

Chamber Concert: At 1 p.m., the Hudson 
Valley Music Club will present the first Profes-
sional Concert of its 93rd season. Itamar Zorman, 
violin, and Drew Peterson, piano, will perform 
Rondo Brilliant in B minor, D895, by Schubert, 
Sonata no. 1 in G major by Brahms, and Viennese 
Rhapsodic Fantasietta by Kreisler. The concert 
will be held at the Dobbs Ferry Woman’s Club, 54 
Clinton Ave. Admission is $18. Call 232-5916.

Ongoing

Free Tai Chi: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 
– 10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 
a.m. & Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at 
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.   Call 
366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays and Saturdays at 
8 p.m. & 10 p.m., Sundays at 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. at 
One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 631-1000 or 
visit http://jazzforumarts.or.

Pirate Quest: On Saturdays and Sundays from 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt 
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto 
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor 
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

‘Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initia-
tive: Bring your worn denim clothes to the 
Tarrytown Music Hall lobby collection box for 
recycling into insulation and keep textile waste out 
of landfills.   Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

Guided Kayak Tours: Weekends from 9 a.m. – 
noon, 1– 4 p.m. & 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at Kingsland 
Point Park, Sleepy Hollow. Call 682-5135 or 

visit www.KayakHudson.com.

Wine and Jazz Wednesdays: From 6 – 8 p.m. 
featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita Poblana 
in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapoblanany.com.

Tarrytown Sleepy Hollow Farmers Mar-
ket: Open 8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. Saturdays through 
Nov. 18 in Patriot’s Park. E-mail TaSHFarmers-
Market@gmail.com or visit www.TaSHFarmers-
Market.org.

Ossining Farmers’ Market: Open Saturdays 
from 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. through Dec. 17 at 
Spring & Main Sts. Call 923-4837 or visit www.
downtoearthmarkets.com.

Irvington Farmers Market: Open Sundays from 
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Main St. School.

Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets 
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in touch 
and have fun. Beginning runners always welcome. 
Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-running-
Meetup.

Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple 
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or 
e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are 
enough players for a game.

Men’s Club: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. 
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Meetings 
have varied speakers and are open to the public 
free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
ShamesJCC.org.

Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday 

of the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Healthy Life series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Children’s programs at the libraries: Stories, 
rhymes, crafts and songs for children of various 
ages at Tarrytown’s Warner Library and Irvington 
Public Library. For Warner, call 631-7734 or 
visit www.warnerlibrary.org. For Irvington, call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Torah Study: Torah Study is held on Wednes-
days from 10 to 11 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham 
25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Services are in the 
conservative tradition at 9 a.m. with weekly Torah 
discussion. Info: 631-1770.

World War I Program: World War I and 
America will be held Oct. 2, 16, 23 and 30 
and Nov. 6, 13 at Warner Library at 7 p.m. To 
commemorate the centennial of America’s entry 
into World War I, the Warner Library will host a 
seminar that explores the impact of our role in the 
war, through the writings of Americans who expe-
rienced it firsthand. The goal is to illuminate how 
the war framed issues that are current today along 
with an opportunity for veterans of recent wars 
to participate. Led by Historian Richard Rose, 
and sponsored and funded by Library of America 
and a grant from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. Please register at Reference Desk 
631-7734.
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92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE

EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.

Friday 27: The 1922 silent film classic Nos-
feratu will be presented at 8 p.m. at the Nyack 
High School auditorium.

Ongoing: Healthy Life series: Phelps Memorial Hos-
pital Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects as 
well as health screenings and support groups. 

Thursday 26:
The Irvington Thursday 
Evening Book Club has 
selected Commonwealth 
by Ann Patchett for this 
month’s book. The club will 
meet to discuss it at 7:30 
p.m. at the Irvington Public 
Library. 



by Robert Kimmel 

Given the current controversy over our 
government’s policies concerning immi-
grants coming to our shores and across our 
borders, it might be useful to go back in 
history to determine how our nation’s first 
President viewed similar issues. As an ex-
ample, what might George Washington 
have said about the current administra-
tion’s decision to suspend the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program, 
(DACA)? Or the disparaging racism that 
has risen of late? 

The legislation creating DACA, also 
known as the “Dream Act,” was signed by 
President Obama in 2012 to provide a way 
for some people who came to the U.S. il-
legally as minors, and often raised here, to 

have deportation deferred for two years, 
and have that action renewable. The hun-
dreds of thousands of “dreamers” enrolled 
also became eligible for a work permit. It 
was also seen as a pathway to permanent 
residency.   

The Trump administration’s action last 
month rescinding the program gives Con-
gress six months before implementing de-
portation, if that is decided, for those cur-
rently affected, including about 41,000 in 
New York State. It has generated fear and 
confusion among them, some already with 
their own families. 

At a tourist stop in Newport, Rhode Is-
land, there are copies of a letter written by 
George Washington. The stop is the Touro 
Synagogue, built in 1759, and our first 
President’s correspondence is a response to 

a letter written by a leader of the congrega-
tion. That letter, written in 1790, praised 
President Washington and expressed “grati-
tude” for “...a government, which to big-
otry gives no sanction, to persecution no 
assistance – but generously affording to All 
liberty of conscience, and immunities of 
Citizenship: deeming every one, of whatev-
er Nation, tongue or language equal parts 
of the great government machine.”

Washington, who was soon to visit 
Newport, responded, “The citizens of the 
United States of America have a right to 
applaud themselves for having given to 
mankind examples of an enlarged and lib-
eral policy, a policy worthy of imitation. All 
possess alike liberty of conscience and im-
munities of citizenship. It is now no more 
that tolerance is spoken of, as if it was the 

indulgence of one class of people that an-
other enjoyed the exercise of their inherent 
natural rights. For happily, the government 
of the United States, which gives bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution no assistance, 
requires only that they who live under its 
protection, should demean themselves as 
good citizens, in giving it on all occasions 
their effectual support.” 

The President’s letter added, “May the 
children of the Stock of Abraham who 
dwell in this land, continue to merit and 
enjoy the good will of the other inhabit-
ants, while everyone shall sit in safety under 
his own vine and fig tree, and there shall be 
none to make him afraid.”  

Yes, circumstances and time have changed 
many things, but need more be said?     

Say No to Climate Change

To the Editor,

Climate change is one of the single big-

gest threats to our environment, our pub-
lic health, and our economy. Pumping 
carbon and methane emissions into the 
atmosphere is accelerating climate change 

and is responsible for more extreme weath-
er.  New York State has spent billions of 
dollars over the past decade working to 
restore communities that have been dev-
astated by severe flooding brought on by 
climate change.

I join the New York Public Interest Re-
search Group (NYPIRG) in calling on all 
state and local elected officials to say no 
to the oil and gas industry. Say no to the 
campaign contributions and personal gifts 
from corporate oil and gas giants, say no to 
permitting new fossil fuel infrastructure to 
be constructed in our state, and say no to 
climate change!

Our policy makers and representatives 
need to invest in a clean, green, renewable 
energy economy that is beneficial to every-
one’s health, well-being and livelihood.  I 
applaud Attorney General Eric Schneider-
man for investigating ExxonMobil and 
other climate change igniters.  Now, let’s 
see the rest of our representatives and poli-
cymakers stand up against climate change 
too.

Sincerely,
Caroline Eimer
NYPIRG Volunteer, SUNY Purchase 
College
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George Washington’s Viewpoint

Commentary

The Reverend Dr. John H. Gilmore 
was called in 1992 to serve as the fourth 
Pastor for the congregation at the New 
Hope Institutional Baptist Church, lo-
cated at 80-82 Central Avenue in Tar-
rytown.  

Pastor Gilmore came to 
New Hope with the theme: 
“Where There Is No Vi-
sion, The People Perish.”  
Through his vision they have 
grown.  They have seen the 
renovation of their “House 
of Worship;” along with an 
increase in membership.  He 
is responsible for birthing the Church 
Choir, Sunday Evening Worship Servic-
es, Baptist Training Classes, New Mem-
ber’s Classes, Prayer Partners, Children’s 
Mission Support of African Children, 
Annual Black Heritage Day Celebra-
tion, Vacation Bible School, Men’s & 
Women’s Retreat Ministry, Carol Adair 

Praise Dance Ministry, The Everlasting 
Arms Puppet Ministry, the purchase of a 
Church Parsonage and Church air con-
ditioning.

A tribute entitled: “The Seasons Of 
Ministry Through Music” will take place 

on Saturday, October 14. 
To ensure ample parking 
and seating for everyone 
the service is being hosted 
at the Star of Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, located at 
304 Spring Street in Ossin-
ing.  The service will begin 
promptly at 4 p.m. and con-

clude at 7 p.m.  There will be the lifting 
of a “Free Will Offering,” as this is a fun-
draising event.

The Worship Leader for the Tribute 
will be the dynamic, powerful, spirit-led 
Reverend Sandra Baker, Associate Min-
ister of the Mt. Neboh Baptist Church, 
Harlem.

Rev. Gilmore to Celebrate 25th 
Anniversary at New Hope Church



indulgence of one class of people that an-
other enjoyed the exercise of their inherent 
natural rights. For happily, the government 
of the United States, which gives bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution no assistance, 
requires only that they who live under its 
protection, should demean themselves as 
good citizens, in giving it on all occasions 
their effectual support.” 

The President’s letter added, “May the 
children of the Stock of Abraham who 
dwell in this land, continue to merit and 
enjoy the good will of the other inhabit-
ants, while everyone shall sit in safety under 
his own vine and fig tree, and there shall be 
none to make him afraid.”  

Yes, circumstances and time have changed 
many things, but need more be said?     
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by Dorothy Conigliaro

Many hands make light — and artful — 
work when put to a good cause.  This was 
the case when a group of volunteers lent 
their time and talents towards the decora-
tion of Adirondack chairs for our commu-
nity. 

Christina Blatt, Art Director for the 
Neighborhood House in Tarrytown, first 
imagined the idea, and wondered how it 
might be done. She recalled, “ArtsWest-
chester had awarded us a grant to paint a 
travelling mural. Everyone enjoyed the pro-
cess of creating something that enhanced 
the neighborhood in some way. With that 
in mind, I remembered how Adirondack 
chairs brought back memories of happy 
summer vacations.” She discussed the pos-
sibility of painting the chairs and placing 
them around Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, 
calling on the advice and resources of Fran-
cesca Spinner, Chairman of the Neighbor-
hood House board of directors, and Karla 
Fazzino, the program coordinator.

Because ArtsWestchester provides pro-
grams and services that enrich the lives of 
everyone in Westchester County, it was felt 
that this project would fulfill those goals ad-
mirably. Chris, Francesca, and Karla wrote 
the proposal, and hearing of its approval, 
Francesca commented, “We are so pleased 
that the matching grant (through the New 
York Council for the Arts) helped to pro-
vide a creative outlet for the Art Workshop 

members, and showed that funding for the 
arts benefitted the whole community.” 

Getting down to business, Chris and Kar-
la searched to find sample painted chairs. 
Then they found just the right chairs for 
their project at Home Depot, which were 
reasonably priced and already primed and 
painted. Volunteers were enthusiastic about 
the project, including a youth group, mid-
dle school students, and special ed students 
who rent the Neighborhood House facili-
ties. In addition, talented seniors in Chris’s 
art class, many of whom come from coun-
tries as diverse as Iran, India, Poland, in ad-
dition to our own rivertown residents, were 
eager to take part in the project. Chris has 

inspired many of her students to use their 
talents in their own individual ways. 

Now it was the job of the volunteers to 
put their creative ideas into action.  After 
lightly sanding the chairs, they went to 
work creating their own patterns.  Some 
painted patriotic designs, inspirations from 
Van Gogh, and some painted lighthouses, 
flowers and animals. The variety of the fin-
ished products is a testament to their ability 
to express their inner artistic skills. 

“There were about 20 seniors and stu-
dents working on the chairs,” says Chris, 
“and the special ed students painted their 
chair in the “style of Jackson Pollack” — 
by carefully throwing paint on their chair 

(use your imagination!). It will be placed in 
their garden at the middle or high school. 
Other students worked on their chairs over 
the summer, and these will be placed in the 
school quad. Three chairs have been placed 
both at the new Tarrytown pool, and at 
Warner Library (painted by Chris herself ), 
and last week two chairs were presented to 
Sleepy Hollow.  

Not only are the chairs a novelty, but 
they’re functional as well, and anyone is 
welcome to sit and relax in them. In the 
end, the project was a huge success, uniting 
residents of all ages in the rivertowns in a 
collaborative effort toward a common goal 
— the beauty of the community.

North Country Chairs Find a Home in the Rivertowns

Adirondack chairs placed at Warner 
Library. 	 Photos by: Jon Marshall




