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Real Estate
Investor Looks
to Tame
Cortlandt Street

Help for Needy in Puerto Rico Pursued
in Local Communities
by Robert Kimmel

Residents of hurricane battered Puerto Rico are
benefitting from a large amount of aid provided by
our rivertowns. Contributions of needed goods and
cash have been facilitated by organizations, institutions, businesses, houses of worship, committed individuals, and the county and villages.
“There has been an overwhelmingly supportive
response,” said Natalie Coriano of Westchester’s Department of Social Services, who is overseeing the
county’s ‘Puerto Rico Relief Initiative.’ “It has been
very heartening to know that there have been tremendous efforts,” she added.
Those county efforts were to conclude by the end
of this month; however, Coriano said that the collections would be extended, particularly for toys and
other goods for Puerto Rican children during the
coming holidays.
Dozens of volunteers from the Department of Social Services are participating in the aid project. Col- Phelps Hospital President & CEO Daniel Blum surrounded by volunteers at
lection bins for items ranging from baby formula, the TaSH Farmers Market where donations were accepted.
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by Elaine Marranzano

Tarrytown, Irvington, Dobbs Ferry and Hastings—formed a consortium to explore what will
have to be done to accommodate a bike lane, bolstered by the state grant and the implicit promise
that the state will eventually approve what is an
ambitious—and ultimately expensive—project
along what is a highly-traveled state road.
With support from a contingent of bike aficionados from around the lower Hudson Valley, the
villages hired Nelson Nygaard, a national transportation consulting firm with offices in New
York City and elsewhere. The firm has done work
in Westchester in the past, most recently with Ossining and the county-wide Bee-Line bus system.
The “Route 9 Active Transportation Conceptual
Design Plan,” as the campaign is called, has been
out polling residents, merchants and government
officials for their views on how to create a protected bike lane through Broadway’s diverse environments and still allow easy access to shops and
schools as well as to the new Tappan Zee Bridge

The tornado-force winds of change are
blowing down Cortlandt Street in Sleepy
Hollow in the form of Billy Procida, a highprofile, feisty, real estate lender who is the
new owner of eight mixed-use buildings on
the beleaguered inner-village street.
Procida acquired the properties when previous owner Cirilo Rodriquez defaulted on a
$9.5 million loan from Procida’s $200 million investment fund.
In the last five
months, Procida has
removed “$100,000
worth of trash,”
painted and repaired
crumbling facades,
installed three new
boilers, removed unsightly awnings and Billy Procida is an
blankets
covering award-winning rewindows, installed habber of decrepit
neighborhoods.
smoke detectors and
window shades, fixed
faulty wiring, eliminated illegal and overcrowded occupancy and provided leases to
tenants for the first time. He is a visible,
hands-on landlord who said he has already
spent $500,000 on his strategy for the
buildings: “Make ‘em safe. Make ‘em pretty.
Make ‘em legal.”
“We inherited hundreds of building code
violations that have existed for decades,” said
Procida. “We have cleared up about 90 percent of them.”
The Sleepy Hollow Building Department
could not confirm this assessment.
“In May 2017, the Building Department
issued permits for each of Mr. Procida’s
buildings to correct miscellaneous violations,” said Sleepy Hollow Building Inspector Sean McCarthy. “At this time, we have
not been contacted to inspect all of the
work, so I cannot quantify what percentage
of the violations that have been corrected.
Cortlandt Street was a vibrant commercial

Continued on page 6
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Rivertowns Residents Weigh In on
Broadway Corridor Bike Lane
by Barrett Seaman

The bicycles are coming, they’re coming to
town. If you believe the Route 9 Active Transportation campaign pitch, they will be coming over
the new Mario Cuomo Bridge or up from the city
by the thousands—and the rivertowns will need
to prepare for them by building a bike lane along
Broadway (Route 9) from Ossining all the way
down through Hastings-on-Hudson.
The catalyst driving this campaign is the addition of a 12-foot-wide dedicated bicycle/pedestrian pathway, referred to as the “Shared-Use Path,”
along the north span of the new bridge. With the
pathway comes the expectation that the cyclists
who use it will need someplace safe to ride once
they reach the shore.
The Thruway Authority has demonstrated its
enthusiasm for the biking culture by throwing in
$150,000 towards building a consensus in the affected communities. On the eastern shore of the
Hudson, the villages themselves—Sleepy Hollow,
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Greenburgh Assessor Tells Realtors Property Taxes Are
Still Going Up
by Barrett Seaman

Whenever Greenburgh Town Assessor
Edye McCarthy calls a meeting for area realtors, they come—but not without a good
deal of trepidation. The 2015-16 townwide reassessment of property values sent a
shock wave through the system that is still
being felt, especially in upscale districts like
Irvington, Dobbs Ferry, Edgemont and
Hastings, where home values were hit with
double-digit increases and subsequent tax
bills that rose in some cases by more than
100%.
It was no surprise then when agents
packed the ballroom at Tarrytown’s DoubleTree Hotel on a blustery mid-October
Monday morning to hear McCarthy’s latest
update. Her news: while the 2017 tax rates
were now set, the underlying home valuations that would determine final tax bills

were still in flux—and would continue to
shift (almost certainly upwards) in the years
ahead.
“Every year, from now on,” she said,
“we’re going to be looking at the market
and we’re going to be making changes.”
Even as the fallout from the 2015-16 reassessment, the first in 60 years, was settling,
earlier this year the New York State Office
of Real Property Tax Services was telling
Greenburgh that its home price increases
were still “off the charts,” and demanding
what McCarthy called a “non-reassessment
reappraisal” that hit some 19,000 homeowners with small increases again this past
May. Now, she told the brokers, the state
was back at them again, saying rising prices demanded that the town reappraise yet
again or risk losing its credits for maintaining a 100% market value standard.
“The market is hot,” she declared to a sea
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of faces that did not look entirely convinced.
Inventories were low and homes selling at,
near and sometimes even above asking prices. McCarthy acknowledged, however, that
these were “pockets” of increases, and that
there were also some pockets of decreases.
What she asked of the agents was that they
help her identify the anomalies. Mostly, she
was after homes that were undervalued, but
she added, “If you’re listing a house for a
million and it’s assessed at $1.5 million, call
me.”
More likely, there were going to be houses
that, for one reason or another, had been assessed below what the market would eventually bear. “If they’re low taxes,” McCarthy
warned, “they won’t be low for long.”
Circumstances for such under-assessments vary, she said. Perhaps a homeowner
had made improvements—added a bedroom or updated a kitchen—and not reported it, so that the improvements were
not reflected in the Certificate of Occupancy (C of O). “I don’t care if it’s legal or not,”
declared the Assessor. “If I go out and I see
it, I’m taxing it.”
She ran through the sequence of events
that brokers and homeowners can expect in
the formulation of tax rates going forward.
April is when town and county taxes are announced. May 1 is the deadline to apply for
exemptions, like the School Tax Relief de-

duction for seniors (STAR) or for veterans
or the disabled. June 1st through the 21st is
when grievances can be filed, and June 21st
is when they are adjudicated. Further appeals will be resolved by September 15, and
September is when first-half school taxes—
the largest component of the tax bill—are
mailed out.
In the past, STAR deductions were taken
right out of tax bills before they are mailed.
As of this year, the state will mail those
checks out separately to qualified homeowners.
“I just want to capture the market,” said
McCarthy. “I don’t want to kill the market.”
But that assurance, coupled with the message or uncertainty on valuations going forward did not appear to assuage the concerns
of the professional brokers in McCarthy’s
audience. The current state of low inventory and relatively high demand may indicate
a healthy home-buying market, but brokers
in the high-end neighborhoods hit hardest
by the reassessment feared that the damage
was not yet done. One Irvington realtor,
who did not want to be identified, said that
there were a number of homeowners who
had either put their houses on the market or
were contemplating doing so soon — “not
because they want to leave, but because they
cannot afford to stay.”
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Skating to Return to Tarrytown
Lakes as Group Seeks Funds to
Eliminate Algae
by Elaine Marranzano

If it gets cold enough this winter, skating will once again be allowed on the Tarrytown Lakes.
“Yes, we are prepared to allow skating on
the lower lake this season if the ice is thick
enough,” said Village Administrator Richard Slingerland.
The turnabout is largely due to the prodding of the Tarrytown Lakes Committee.
With “great effort and community involvement,” the committee coaxed Tarrytown to get the necessary training and
equipment to once again allow skating.
“Our role is basically that of a nudge,”
said Cathy Ruhland, chairperson of the
Tarrytown Lakes Committee, a nonprofit
group made up of volunteers.
By prodding, coaxing, cajoling and encouraging the village and others to pay
attention to the 72-acre Tarrytown Lakes
Park, the committee has spearheaded a remarkable renovation.
The trails around the lake have been
expanded, there are new bilingual fishing
signs, the new soccer field is in use, the
grass at Wilson Park has been mowed and
dead trees removed, you can now use your
own canoe or kayak to paddle around the
lakes, and – the ice skating.
The experience of skating at the lakes is
an indelible memory for people who grew
up locally.
“I remember my white ice skates tied

together with red, belled, pom-pom decorated shoelaces, slung over one shoulder...
meeting groups of friends on the way... entering the warm wooden shed.... changing
into my skates and gingerly walking down
the wooden steps ...finally gliding onto the
bumpy ice,” wrote Mary Lynn Pearlman
on Facebook.
The committee held Toll Brothers’ feet
to the fire to make sure the developer honored its commitment to properly manage storm water runoff and install a welldrained soccer field at Wilson Park.
“But for the persistence of the Lakes
Committee, these commitments would
not have been fulfilled,” said Ruhland.
To continue their work, the Lakes Committee is hosting its first fundraiser to
“Celebrate Tarrytown’s Lakes” on November 18. They are seeking funds to help address the algae problem and the restoration
of the beloved skate shack, among other
things.
“The village can bring about one level of
improvement to the park, but the Lakes
Committee can raise the bar to a higher
level,” said Slingerland. “We are grateful
for their help.”
The cocktail party fundraiser will take
place on: November 18 from 4 –7 p.m. at
Sleek eBikes, 37 Main Street, Tarrytown.
Tickets are $40 and can be purchased at
the door or in advance at: www.Tarrytownlakes.org.

“The village can bring about one level of improvement to the park, but the
Lakes Committee can raise the bar to a higher level.”
— Richard Slingerland, Village Administrator
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New Water Reservoir Fulfills Sleepy Hollow’s Requirements
by Robert Kimmel

Sleepy Hollow’s huge new water reservoir
is operational, opening the way for growth
within the village, and ending deficiencies
the village faced prior to its construction.
The underground tank holding 1.6 million gallons of water is “critical” for further
development in the village as Mayor Ken
Wray described it during the ribbon-cutting inaugural for the structure last month.
“Without this new reservoir, we couldn’t
approve a single new residence,” Wray explained. The tank’s added water capacity
is vital for the current construction of the
Edge-on-Hudson waterfront development,
which will include 1,177 residential structures, as well as retail and office space.
The $6 million reservoir also brings the
village into compliance with New York
State regulations that call minimally for a
full day’s supply of water in reserve for a
municipality. The village’s old reservoir in
Rockefeller State Park Preserve, which will
remain in operation, contains only 800,000
gallons, about half the storage requirement.
The ribbon-cutting brought together an
array of dignitaries, including village and
state officials, business and institutional
leaders. The tank is off Lake Road in Pocantico Hills, on National Trust for Historic Preservation land, which is administered by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. It
is adjacent to the Rockefeller Estate. Wray

lauded both organizations for approving
the tank’s location.
“We are pleased to be part of it,” said Tom
Mayes, Vice President and Senior Counsel
of the National Trust, adding, “Without
the full recommendation of the Rockefeller
Brothers fund, we might not have been

Sleepy Hollow was able to finance the
project mostly with the help of a state
grant and low interest loans facilitated by
the state, along with some assistance from
developers.
“One of the things we do is to make
sure we appropriate money that goes back

Village and state officials and other local leaders celebrated operation of new water
tank.
—Photo by Sunny Mclean

able to make this property available.”
The higher land on which the tank is built
augments the flow of water piped down
into the village. Constructed underground
in a tree encircled area, with a paved walkway and low rock wall surrounding it, the
tank’s disruption of the landscape is quite
limited.

to our communities,” State Assemblyman
Thomas Abinanti said. “We share with you
the concerns you have for clean, drinkable
water. Congratulations on what seems to
be a very cooperative venture.”
As part of its arrangement with Sleepy
Hollow, the developers of Edge-on-Hudson, paid the village $650,000 toward the

construction of the water tank. Jonathan
Stein, one of the partners in Lighthouse
Landing, Ltd., the developer, noted that “It
could not have happened” without the new
reservoir. “We were pleased to work with
the village to do whatever we could,” to assist the project.
Daniel Blum, President and CEO of
Phelps Hospital, saw the new reservoir as
“essential” for the medical facility, as he
noted, “We are constantly modernizing
and trying to extend our services.” Blum
stressed, “Water is part of a healthy life
style. People are drinking a lot of sugary
drinks, and frankly that leads to medical
issues and illnesses...so we are for a bigger,
better reservoir and greater consumption of
water.”
A bountiful supply of good water is also
a benefit for tourism in Sleepy Hollow, as
Waddell Stillman, President of Historic
Hudson Valley sees it. Noting that 100,000
visitors annually come to Philipsburg Manor and other local tourist sites, including
the nearby Kykuit Mansion, the Rockfeller estate. Stillman said, “They all will
be drinking water from this tank, so we are
excited about that.”
As Wray summed it up, “This new
1.6-million gallon water storage facility
ensures a safe, reliable supply of water for
village residents and property owners for
decades to come.”

We help Businesses GROW

Running your business is tough enough,
let us figure out your insurance.

Allan M. Block Insurance
24 South Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591
914-631-4353
www.ambins.com
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Tarrytown to Seek Proposals to Make Repairs to H-Bridge
by Rick Pezzullo

Tarrytown officials will be seeking outside
help to determine the best course of action
in making needed repairs to the H-Bridge
near the Metro-North train station.
The H-Bridge was cited by State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli in an October re-

port as one of the most structurally deficient
municipal bridges in the state.
“Local communities are facing a big price
tag for maintaining and repairing bridges,”
DiNapoli said. “These structures are aging
and the cost for repairs will likely only increase over time. Many local governments
understand the importance of long-term
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planning for their infrastructure needs but
they will need help. Difficult decisions lie
ahead, but these infrastructure needs must
be addressed.”
Mayor Drew Fixell said he was surprised
the H-Bridge was among the worst “because
of the attention the bridge has received”
from the village in recent years.
Village Administrator Richard Slingerland
explained Tarrytown has been performing
“ongoing needed repairs on the H-Bridge”
but conceded the bridge was in need of rehabilitation to address “long-term maintenance issues” related to the structure.
He noted former Village Administrator
Michael Blau received a grant of approximately $1 million from the state Department of Transportation’s Bridge New York

program for the approach legs of the HBridge. The middle span of the bridge is
owned, operated and maintained by Metro
North.
“In the past I know there have been projects performed to correct rust and corrosion
as well as paint and treat metal that has been
the subject of rust and salt damage,” Slingerland stated. “We have cut and/or repaired/
welded pieces of bridge to replace weightholding bearing-plates that allow the bridge
to slide on its footings, and other similar
metal and structural repairs.”
Slingerland said “in the near future” the
village will be requesting engineering design
proposals to try to pinpoint what is wrong
with the H-Bridge and comply with state
standards. It will then go out to bid.
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Bike Lanes
Continued from page 1

bike path. They also hope to improve sidewalks, crosswalks and intersections in order
to enhance safety for pedestrians, and to
make bus stops more accessible and attractive.
From June through October, the Active
Transportation team held four public information events. That process will continue
online going forward. For its part, the Thruway Authority held a similar event at Tarrytown’s DoubleTree Hotel where they displayed their ideas for linking the new bridge
bike path to Broadway.
“Residents and visitors alike are challenged
to navigate along or across most of the corridor by bus, bike and walking due to a steady
stream of 4,000 to 75,000 vehicles per day,
long distances between protected crossings,
poor wayfinding, and missing sidewalks,”
concluded Nelson Nygaard’s preliminary
analysis of the project. The complexities and
potentially conflicting interests involved
are evident beginning right at the point the
bridge’s Shared-Use Path meets Broadway.
The proposed 270-ft. bridgeway for bikes
and pedestrians that parallels Broadway as
“Residents and visitors alike are
challenged to navigate along or
across most of the corridor by bus,
bike and walking due to a steady
stream of 4,000 to 75,000 vehicles
per day, long distances between
protected crossings, poor wayfinding,
and missing sidewalks.”
—Nelson Nygaard
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it crosses over the Thruway
is simple enough, but how
to get bikes and walkers
through the thicket of public
buildings that surround the
intersection is not. Within a
quarter-mile radius, there is a
shopping center, a large office
building, the Jewish Community Center, the DoubleTree Hotel, a newly-expanded Honda dealership and
service center and two heavily-used on/off ramps to the
Thruway. Traffic back-ups are
routine during both morning and evening rush hours
even before the addition of
light-regulated
crosswalks
as proposed in the Thruway
Authority plan.
Listening to the comments
from attendees at the DoubleTree information session,
the state’s project manager,
engineer Dan Capobianco
acknowledged the “competing interests” his team has to
wrestle with. The bike advocates were present as well as
some local merchants, but no
one there spoke for the drivers. “Generally, we don’t see
commuters here,” said Capobianco, “and we haven’t even talked about
the property owners.” Still, the Thruway
Authority hopes to nail down plans for the
intersection this winter and have the project
completed in 2019.
Proponents hope that the continuous
shared-use lane will make it safer for bike
riders and attract more of them—as tourists,
as commuters and as local residents availing

themselves of the opportunity to do more
without a car. By improving sidewalks and
crosswalks, they hope to make the area safer
for pedestrians of all ages. And they hope
to make bus stops more accessible and attractive. The net effect, they believe, will be
to calm automotive traffic, both by slowing
it down and by reducing it by attrition as
more people turn to other modes of transportation. From the public sessions, what

November 2017				

the group is picking up, says
Andrew Ratzkin, a member of
the steering committee from
Hastings, is a “consistent desire
to have Broadway safer, calmer
and less dividing of east and
west sides.” The strategy is “to
create a virtuous cycle in which
people are made more comfortable crossing Broadway, which
in turn will slow traffic.”
The villages themselves,
sponsors of the study, have
begun to weigh in. Irvington
Village Administrator Larry
Schopfer recognizes “the competing concerns that need to be
vetted in some public fashion.”
His sense is that many would
agree that reducing the lanes on
Broadway from four to three
with a turning lane in the middle as a way to make room for
bikes would be a good thing—
at least in Irvington. But like
many, he is concerned about
traffic back-ups in peak hours.
Irvington trustees have generally indicated they want to first
see specific recommendations
before deciding.
Tarrytown Village Administrator Richard Slingerland
reacted to the preliminary analysis in a message to Nelson Nygaard by acknowledging the importance of pedestrians
and cyclists to the village but also expressing
concerns about the potential loss of parking
availability that the addition of a bike lane
would almost certainly entail. “As a balance,
parking is a vital resource that is in high
demand in all municipalities around WestContinued on page 9
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Senator Latimer Seeks to Oust Astorino as County Executive
by Rick Pezzullo

back to the bad old days of tax and spend.”
The hallmark of Astorino’s administration has been not raising property taxes
in the county, which represent only about
15% of a homeowner’s total tax bill.
“When I was elected county executive,
I made a promise to Westchester taxpayers that we would bring fiscal sanity back
to county government,” Astorino said. “We
cut taxes and the county budget is smaller
today than when I took office, because we
made better spending decisions and cut
waste, while strengthening the social safety
net for those in need. We’re investing in
people and infrastructure and we’ve done it
without raising taxes.”
Latimer said the financial picture Astorino paints of the county is not so rosy, contending Astorino has deferred some costs,
such as pension expenses, which caused
the county’s bond rating to drop. If elected, Latimer said he would have the state
comptroller do a full review of the county’s
finances.
“He’s used gimmicks to keep the tax levy
down. He’s been doing one-shot deals, like
the airport, to balance the budget,” Latimer
said. “When he says he held the line on
taxes, it’s not true.”
In September, Astorino issued an executive order that stated county law enforcement will continue to cooperate with
federal authorities in investigating and apprehending immigrants involved in criminal activity but will be prohibited from asking about their legal status unless required
by law. The executive order followed Astorino’s veto of the Immigrant Protection
Act, which was approved by the Board of
Legislators.
“What this bill was about was criminals. It violated county law,” Astorino said.

The two candidates running for Westchester County Executive on November 7
have a combined 52 years of experience as
elected public servants.
Incumbent Republican Rob Astorino,
50, who resides in Mount Pleasant, is vying
for a third four-year term in the county’s
top post, which carries an annual salary of
$160,760.
“I still have the fire burning in me. If I
didn’t I wouldn’t be running,” Astorino
said at a recent debate. “Taxes are front and
center in this campaign. I ran in 2009 on a
promise and I’m still on that mission. I’m
proud of what we have done.”
Democrat George Latimer, 63, a resident of Rye, is currently serving his third
two-year term as State Senator in the 37th
District. Prior to that he served four terms
in the State Assembly and 13 years on the
Westchester County Board of Legislators,
including four years as board chairman.
Latimer will also be running on the Working Families Party, Independence, Women’s
Equality, and Reform lines.
“I’m doing this because this county government needs to be straightened out. It’s
going to be really tough,” Latimer said during a recent interview. “As chairman of the
Board of Legislators, I worked across the
aisle. I’m not looking to create a record that
will allow me to run for something else.
Rob is a terrific politician. He really gets it.
What he’s not good at is running government. This job to him is a stepping stone.”
Astorino, who has also secured the Conservative line, unsuccessfully challenged
Governor Andrew Cuomo in 2014 and
Latimer has contended Astorino has his
sights set again on running for New York

State’s highest seat in 2018.
“In four weeks, Rob Astorino will be running for governor,” Latimer said. “I think
he expected an easier race this year. He has
a tough race. He has to win by impressive
numbers. I have name recognition. I’m
known to be a hard worker. I have positive ratings in the polling. I think we need
change, and we need it now.”
Throughout what has been a campaign
filled with personal attacks, Astorino has
mostly sidestepped questions about his
aspirations for governor, contending there
will be a large group of candidates lining up
to do battle with Cuomo.
“I intend to run for County Executive
and fulfill my pledge,” Astorino said. “The
last thing I want to see is the county go
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“Taxes are front and center in this
campaign. I ran in 2009 on a
promise and I’m still on that mission.
I’m proud of what we have done.”
—County Executive Rob Astorino

“ I’m not looking to create a record
that will allow me to run for something else. Rob is a terrific politician.
He really gets it. What he’s not good
at is running government. This job to
him is a stepping stone.”
—State Senator George Latimer

“We’re standing on the side of law enforcement.”
Latimer charged Astorino was siding with
President Trump with his stance on immigrants. As County Executive, Latimer said
within his first month in office he would
issue an executive order that “most reasonable people can support” that would satisfy
the concerns of law enforcement officials
and immigrants.
“He (Astorino) weakened the order that
(former county executive) Andy Spano had
in place and he did it because he thought he
would lose money from Trump,” Latimer
said.
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Tarrytown Schools Screen New Documentary on Teenage Anxiety
by Maria Ann Roglieri

Anxiety in teenagers is increasing and is
currently a hot topic among school psychologists and parents. According to the
National Institute of Mental Health, anxiety aﬄicts nearly 1/3 of adolescents and
adults. Fortunately, it is treatable. The New
York Times Magazine recently featured
an article about anxiety (“Why Are More
American Teenagers than Ever Suffering
from Severe Anxiety?” October 16, 2017)
and highlighted a residential treatment
facility center, Mountain Valley in New
Hampshire, that is one of an increasing
number of programs for severely anxious
teenagers.
But in order to get any kind of treatment,
one must first recognize the signs of anxiety and learn how to get help. With this
in mind, the Rivertown Parents Consortium (www.rivertownparents.com) and the
Horseman PTA collaborated to present to
parents and students a newly-released documentary on anxiety, its causes and effects,
and what we can do about it. Angst: Raising Awareness around Anxiety was produced
by Indie Flicks (www.indieflix.com) and
features teenagers and Michael Phelps, fivetime Olympic champion swimmer, talking
about their experiences with anxiety. It also

Bike Lanes
Continued from page 6

chester, including the Village of Tarrytown,”
the administrator wrote. The village, he continued, “has concerns about the elimination
of parking along Route 9 that would replace
the parking with a bicycle lane.”
Dan Convissor, who founded the grass
roots group Bike Tarrytown, has informally
surveyed businesses along the route and says
that of the 22 he has interviewed, 11 are on
the record as being in favor, six said they
are in favor but “don’t want to be political;”
three are interested but are concerned about
parking and two are “on the fence.”
While some merchants see the increase in
bike traffic as good for business, others are
less sure. Kevin Kaye, owner of Tarrytown’s
On Track Sports Center and co-chair of the
village’s Chamber of Commerce, says he
would “like to be positive about it, but like

features healthcare professionals and teachers giving tips on how to help students with
anxiety.
The film was presented during the day to
seventh and eighth graders of Sleepy Hollow Middle School (SHMS) with a Q&A
led by the principal, Joshua Whitman.
Relates Dr. Maritza Cifre-Kerekes, SHMS
psychologist, “During the film our students
were very attentive and engaged, indicating that they connected with the film on
any number of levels. The prevalence of
anxiety among our youth seems to be on
the rise. Clearly, it’s difficult to not know
someone who is going through this struggle. The documentary did a wonderful job
of providing a glimpse into the many layers of ‘angst’ today’s youngsters experience.
As a result, the film made important strides
towards destigmatizing anxiety while promoting more meaningful and helpful conversations about this condition.” The film
was also later shown to as many students in
Sleepy Hollow High School as scheduling
would permit.
The evening presentation to adults and
students at Sleepy Hollow High School
drew a crowd of more than 100 people
and was followed by a Q&A led by Scott
Dorn, Director of Pupil/Personnel Services at TUFSD, and Dr. Carolyn Cullen, a
most people in our community, our main
concern is parking.” Area merchants, said
Kaye, are only now “starting to get a little
more vocal.”
The areas of concern, according to Nelson
Nygaard’s data, are concentrated around the
major intersections: Beekman Avenue to the
high school in Sleepy Hollow, the stretch of
Broadway on either side of Main Street in
both Tarrytown and Irvington, and the double intersection of Broadway with Ashford
Avenue and Cedar Street in Dobbs Ferry
high on the list (see map).
While results of the Nelson Nygaard
study will be published in the spring, approval of—and most especially funding
for—whatever the consortium decides it
wants to do is yet to be determined. As Dru
van Hengel, a principal on the project for
Nelson Nygaard who grew up in Tarrytown
and Sleepy Hollow, acknowledged, “We’ve
got our work cut out for us.”

psychotherapist in private practice. Parents
in the district learned a great deal: Related
Gina Lamparella, “Anxiety disorder was
something I knew little about before seeing
Angst. It turns out my kids were more educated about it than I was. In the film, my
kids recognized the struggles that many of
their peers go through. I was glad to have
the opportunity to talk to them about the
film, as well as their own thoughts and experiences. Any time you can get your kids
to open up about what is going on in school
is a win. I look forward to more programs
like this one.”
Another parent in the district, Jen Povman, commented, “The film was enlightening in its inclusion of the physiological
components of anxiety and the brain path-

ways involved. By sharing interviews with
a wide range of young people, the film candidly revealed the struggles but also successful strategies young people have adopted to
cope--—from using exposure therapy to
redirecting thinking in the moment with
quick, simple tasks or breaks. The film also
emphasized how important it is to reach
out and communicate what is going on, for
oneself or on behalf of others. Thank you
Rivertown Parents and Horseman PTA for
presenting this powerful piece.”
For more information about anxiety and
resources for dealing with it, go to the website of The American Association of Anxiety
and Depression at https://adaa.org/livingwith-anxiety/college-students/resources.

Dows Lane Elementary School second-graders, who had been studying about
sound in their science classes, experienced how vibrations are responsible for
the sounds they hear and how vibrations can travel through different mediums.
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Puerto Rico
Continued from page 1

blankets, bottled water, garbage bags,
laundry detergent, and first aid kits, to
mosquito repellent, towels, work gloves,
and much more are set up at seven county
offices whose addresses are listed on the
county’s website www3.westchestergov.com/
puerto-rico-relief or at this newspaper’s site:
www.thehudsonindependent.com. Cash
donations, as well, can be facilitated on the
websites.
The Department of Social Services will
also pick up collected goods if contributing sponsors have no way of getting them

to the designated locations. The county has
partnered with The Mariano Rivera Foundation to package the donated items for
shipping to Puerto Rico.
Phelps Memorial Hospital responded to
the Puerto Rican crisis by setting up collection booths for donations at three farmers markets: the TaSH Market in Patriot’s
Park, as well as the markets in Chappaqua
and Pleasantville and places on the hospital grounds. Overall, it gathered more than
13,000 pounds of supplies for the devastated island. Other Northwell Health facilities
pursued their own collections.
“It was amazing, fantastic,” Tammy Abraham said in describing the amount of designated items donated at the TaSH Farmers Market. Abraham, Co-President of
Rivertown Village Green, the community
organization that runs TaSH, said donors
coming into the market “filled up huge
containers several times throughout the
day.” TaSH had promoted the collection
with its newsletter and flyers. “We are so
grateful to our partners at Phelps for organizing this effort and making the collection
possible,” Abraham said.
Tarrytown’s EMS provided what was described as “tons of items,” including cases of
bottled water. Among the donors contributing directly to the hospital was the nursing home and rehabilitation facility, Tarrytown Hall Care Center, providing what
it called a “care package” filled with baby
diapers, wipes and other items.
An entire large van was filled with donations for Puerto Rico and brought to
Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown by its
members, Children’s Garden Center families, and the JCC of Westchester, according
to Stessa Peers, who directs Youth Engagement at the Temple. Its Teen Youth Group,
ZEETY, and its Tikkum Olam Committee,
led by Melissa Baer, co-sponsored the effort.
Peers said the van was loaded completely in
“just a few days with items such as diapers,
baby wipes and feminine products as well
as batteries, flashlights, food and water. We
are still receiving goods, and have begun to
see donations of food for animals as well.
Rock of Salvation Church in Sleepy Hollow joined up with the Spanish Eastern

Cortlandt Street
Continued from page 1

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT
WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE
COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.
92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591
Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM
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and residential district filled with bakers,
butchers, bars and houses of worship. It was
the kind of street where kids rode their bikes
and bought lemon ice at Popeye’s Stationery
and fresh rolls at Alter’s Bakery. There was
a lot of “stoop talking” among the AfricanAmerican, Irish, Polish and Spanish-speaking residents.
But in recent memory, Cortlandt became
a place where sometimes unruly crowds
gathered, smoking pot, drinking and littering. In 1998 a man murdered his wife and
then jumped out of his fourth-floor apartment window on – you guessed it – Cortlandt Street. Until recently, the most positive thing to have happened on the street
was the sighting of the Virgin Mary in the
bark of tree. It was deemed miraculous.
Procida hopes to change that.
“This is not just about renovating my
buildings. That would be short-sighted. It
is about involving everyone and improving

District Council of The Assemblies of God
with its project “to help collect items for the
people in Puerto Rico who were devastated
by Hurricane Maria.” Among the items it
gathered were canned goods, blankets, water, underclothing, diapers, soap, laundry
detergent, batteries and tooth brushes.
Diapers, 10,000 in number, were the
contribution to the county’s Hurricane Relief by the Junior League of Westchester.
Members were joined by County Executive
Rob Astorino to pack them for delivery to
a children’s hospital on the island by the
AFYA Foundation, a Yonkers-based nonprofit. “It will go a long way towards keeping babies healthy,” said Astorino. “Our
hope is to give the babies more comfort and
the caregivers one less worry during their
time of need,” explained Alyse Streicher,
President of the JLCW.
Committed individuals also played important roles in contributing to Puerto Ricans in need of help. Lorraine Tamburrino,
an Irvington resident, who was born in
Puerto Rico, directed her efforts to help
provide drinkable water to the island. She
ran a campaign that, “has sent over 20 units
of water purifying equipment to the island’s
children’s and domestic survivor shelters,”
she said. “That has provided access to
drinking water for over 5,000 individuals.”
Tamburrino is also adding other needed
supplies to her pursuit. Within 27 days
since beginning her drive, 61 people had
helped her raise $4,180. toward her goal of
$5,000. She lauded the “Irvington residents
who have been instrumental in helping me
with donations and sharing my campaign.”
A bake sale in Irvington lasting just
over four hours added more than $600 to
a campaign initiated by a former village
resident, John Michael McArthur IV, who
wanted to assist a relative on the island.
McArthur said his aunt, Velia Ortiz, “lost
everything.” Overall, McArthur’s campaign
raised $3,165 in the first 16 days of his efforts. The bake sale was a project by Melody
M Eisenlau, of Irvington, a former nurse
practitioner, who said she was not a baker,
but, had asked herself, “What could I do to
actually help?”
Eisenlau baked for two days, and assisted

by friends, set up a stand in front of Antonia’s Pizzeria. “I was amazed at the outpouring of support from our community,” said
Eisenlau. The pizzeria also contributed one
dollar for every large pie ordered during the
bake sale. Even when they didn’t buy her
baked goods, “People would just come up
and give me $20,” Eisenlau noted.
With family in Puerto Rico, Noemi
Ledesma Flores wanted to reach out for
help. “I felt I had to do something,” the
Sleepy Hollow resident explained. She got
the word out “by posting flyers, word of
mouth, and the village also announced it at
a board meeting.” The Reverend Sykes Park
was the collection point for donated items
which included bottled water, first aid
items, diapers, formula, and both canned
and non-perishable food items.
“The response was good,” Flores stated.
Donated cash “was enough to cover transportation and a filled 16-foot long U-Haul
truck rental.” In addition to providing
goods, “Sleepy Hollow sent a village employee to drive a village truck that helped
us transport the goods to the EMS station
in New York City,” Flores said. “The village
was very cooperative.”
Christian Roberts, who is employed at
Grape Expectations on Broadway in Tarrytown, felt he had to help the needy in Puerto Rico. With owner John G. Sarofeen’s approval and cooperation, Roberts organized
a project to collect contributed goods at the
shop by promoting the effort through the
business’s newsletter, Facebook and emails.
Clothes, food, and diapers were among the
items collected. Roberts, a Peekskill resident, hauled the goods to a shipping point
from which they would eventually be taken
by UPS for shipping to the island.
When Astorino announced Westchester’s
plans to help Puerto Rico, he noted that the
county is “home to 44,000 Americans of
Puerto Rican heritage. We are all one community here in Westchester,” he said, “and
my hope and prayer is that we can make a
meaningful contribution to the people and
communities most in need.”
Through the efforts reported, and many
others, it appears those hopes have been
met.

people’s lives,” said Procida. “That is the way
you make money.”
Procida is an award-winning rehabber of decrepit neighborhoods in Harlem
and the Bronx and a driving force behind
renovations in Philadelphia and Beacon,
New York. His company, Procida Funding
and Advisors, lends to people who can’t get
funding through a traditional bank. If the
borrower defaults, Procida may become
owner of the real estate securing the loan,
which is how he came to own the buildings
on Cortlandt.
“This is the first time in 10 years that one
of my borrowers declared bankruptcy,” he
said as a point of pride.
Rodriquez is what bankruptcy courts call
“a repeat filer.” Since 2008, he has filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy three times. When
he defaulted on the loan from Procida in
2016, a judge ordered his assets be sold.
“He messed with the wrong guy,” Procida
remarked.
Rodriquez has a long and fraught history with the village. In 1999, he sued the

building inspector for trying to force him to
comply with state and local building codes.
He lost. In 2008, he was ordered by a judge
to pay $94,500 in fines for building code
violations at 196 Cortlandt Street. Procida
now owns that building. In 2010, he tried
to evict an 80-year-old cancer patient from
145 Cortlandt for nonpayment of rent
when she was in the hospital.
“He was definitely preying on these tenants,” Procida maintained. A storage facility
and four “dungeons” without windows were
being rented out as apartments for $400 a
month in a Rodriquez-owned building, according to Procida. Sixteen people were living in another two-bedroom apartment. “I
think they were sleeping in shifts,” he said.
The illegal tenants were asked to leave, but
“not one legal tenant has been displaced.”
By law, the Sleepy Hollow Building Department cannot enter a building to investigate suspected building code or occupancy
violations unless there is a complaint. Complaints and inspections are frequently trig-
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Public Participation in Tarrytown’s Comprehensive Plan Expanding
by Robert Kimmel

Tarrytown residents will have another
opportunity to offer their ideas and visions
for the future development of the village.
The second public workshop for the village’s in-progress Comprehensive Plan, entitled “Tarrytown Connected,” takes place
Sunday, November 5, from 1 to 4 p.m. at
the Warner Library.
The workshop follows a similar session in
September and a presentation by the planners early last month before various village
boards and committees at the Village Hall
during which the public was also invited
to participate. Discussions also included
possible train station area zoning changes.
The October session was partly directed
at avoiding duplicate work by the village
boards and committees.
Describing the public involvement at the
initial workshop, Joan Raiselis, Chair of
the Station Area Study, commented, “The
outpouring of participation at this event
was a testament really to the village and
the people within this village. It showed
me that the people are getting involved and
understand the process. How great that
was,” Raiselis stated. “It takes a village to
make a village.”
The public workshop process was set
up by a consulting team which consists
of WXY Architecture + urban design, the
Pace Land Use Law Center, Regional Plan

Association, and Westchester County Planning.
“What we are doing now from the September event and the coming November
event is consolidating people’s thoughts
and narrowing them down and detailing them,” said Tiffany Zezula, Deputy
Director, Pace Land Use Law Center and
Adjunct Professor, Pace Law School. “It is
mostly directed toward the Comprehensive
Plan work and not so much toward the
train station zoning right now, which will
follow the Comprehensive Plan. The priority focus right now is on the Comprehensive Plan. The goal is still to complete it by
May of next year. We are on track for that.”
A Public Engagement Report issued by
the village consolidated and examined the
wide-ranging comments offered at the
earlier workshop. “Participants expressed
a clear wish to maintain and protect the
Village of Tarrytown’s unique character, including its historic properties, recreational
and natural spaces, and diversity of businesses and population,” it stated.
Land use topics were emphasized at
the workshop, according to the report.
The topics included, Built Environment;
Economy; Mobility; Community; Culture
and Entertainment; Natural Resources
and Open Space. Economic Sustainability,
Tourism Opportunities, and ways to support local businesses, were also brought up.
“People were talking about mobility and

“The outpouring of participation at this event was a testament really to the
village and the people within this village. It showed me that the people are
getting involved and understand the process.”
— Joan Raiselis

connection within Tarrytown,” Zezula said.
“How do we connect all the places within
Tarrytown? How do we get from point A
to point B?” She added that there were also
concerns expressed about how to handle
the increased pressure of development.
Questions and feedback also included
“strategies to reduce traffic congestion, improve parking availability and improve pedestrian safety and walkability,” the report
noted. Expansion of parking embraced
both downtown and the train station, and
“shared mobility opportunities including
bikes, buses and shuttles.”
In addition to gathering new information from participants, the November
workshop will also “Show attendees that
we listened and that this is what we heard
from you and that we heard correctly,” Zezula said.
Comments and responses to the topics
made at the earlier workshop were carefully
recorded, and comment cards from participants were collected. There were a myriad
of subjects discussed under categories such
as development, economic, strategies, and
positive comments. They ran from “lack
of chain stores,” “economic development

on Rt. 119,” the “village as a tourist attraction,” “access to the riverfront,” “stop overflow of traffic on Route 9 into residential
neighborhoods,” to “bus access and routes,”
“create opportunities for employees to live
and shop where they work,” and “station
area to Main Street (use shuttle or tram).”
There were dozens more.
Another topic was added to the discussions by Village Administrator Richard
Slingerland who had attended a recent
state meeting regarding sea-level rise in
Westchester County. “It’s a big issue with
major impacts on the village’s Comprehensive Plan,” he commented. “Sea level rise
creates significant challenges for all of our
waterfront community areas.” Waterfront
planning and building codes will need to
take that into consideration.
Ultimately, the planners will need to
consolidate the variety of concepts into
a design that benefits the entire village.
“We are not planning specific solutions
right now, and we want to make sure that
we understand what the goals are for the
village as a whole before we transition to
more specific planning toward those goals,”
Raiselis stated.
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Sleepy Hollow Artist Creates The
Stopping Stones Project
Paul Growald created an art installment
to remember the contributions that slaves
made to Philipsburg Manor and to the
North. He sculpted a series of 24 stones and
engraved each one with the name of a slave
who worked on the Manor in 1775. He
arranged the stones in the shape of a cosmogram to commemorate the eight slaves
whose names were lost. These eight slaves
built the Old Dutch Church and the buildings at Philipsburg Manor. The cosmogram
is a symbol of the cycle of life, a circle that
is divided into four parts and reads counterclockwise. The artist chose this symbol
because it was an important one in the
BaKongo Kingdom from where the eight
slaves were taken in 1685. Growald’s project took two years to complete, and was celebrated in a ceremony in September. The
artist hopes to call attention to the presence
of slaves in the North in the 1700s with this
installation and others: one is completed in
Medford Massachusetts, and four others in
northern states are soon to follow.

Abbott House Honors
Among the recipients of this year’s Loving Arms Awards for contributions as volunteers to the Irvington-based home for indigent children were long-time Tarrytown
resident Lauren Wendl and her daughters
Kate and Lily. Also honored were Irvington’s Karen Schatzel, Ann Grow, and the
entire Mercy College Women’s Lacrosse
team—21 women and their three coaches.

The Hudson Valley Writer’s
Center’s Annual Gala
The Hudson Valley Writer’s Center
(HVWC) will be hosting its annual benefit
Gala on November 17 at the former Mark
Twain estate in Tarrytown (Tappan Hill
Mansion). HVWC is the only cultural organization of significant size in the Hudson

Valley which is devoted exclusively to literary activities including year-round writing
workshops, readings of new works, a national poetry chapbook competition, and
an open mic night every third Friday. The
HVWC also works in underserved communities. For more information see writerscenter.org.

YMCA Awarded Grant
The Rotary Club of the Tarrytowns
awarded the Family YMCA at Tarrytown
the Art Kennell Scholarship grant of
$2,500 to support summer camp scholarships at the Y.
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Congratulations to SHHS
Student Musicians
Leah Scarpati was selected to participate in the NYS School Music Association (NYSSMA) Allstate Music Festival in
Rochester and Patrick Leavy was selected
as an alternate bass player. Freshman Ben
Poret will be recognized as a composer in
the NYSSMA Electronic Music Competition, presenting his piece and spending a
day with a composer in residence. The following students were selected to participate
in Area Allstate (NYSSMA) in November: Brandan Gianni, Mary DelVecchio,
Julia Friedman, Tess Kaplan, Casey McDonough, Cori Trenczer, Patrick Leavy,
Asana Love, Devin Batheja, Sarah Clayton,

SPECIAL SENIOR CLASSES
AND SOCIAL EVENTS
MARGARET FOX PHOTOGRAPHY

Y EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Continued on page 22
MARGARET FOX PHOTOGRAPHY

Infant through Pre-K
Daycare • Preschool
Fabulous
Indoor Space
Outdoor Play &
Learning Space!
Swim & Dance
Lessons Onsite!
Y School’s Out Afterschool
and/or enrichment programs
are offered in Croton Harmon,
Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow,
Elmsford, Briarcliff Manor,
Irvington & Ossining schools

MARGARET FOX PHOTOGRAPHY

TRATION
OPEN REGISLESSONS:
FOR SWIM arting at 8 am
1 st

November 1

The Family YMCA at Tarrytown
62 Main Street • Tarrytown, NY 10591
ymcatarrytown.org • 914-631-4807

www.thehudsonindependent.com					

November 2017 The Hudson Independent 13

Viewfinder
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1. Sleepy Hollow’s finest gathered at the police booth during the village’s 2017 Street Fair.
2. Christ Episcopal Church Pastor Rev. Susan Copley gave
a healing blessing to Bear, a 17-year-old dog, as owner
Michael Lyons and his son, Mason, looked on.
3. More than 200 scarecrows were made and later displayed in Tarrytown as part of the Recreation Department’s annual Scarecrow Making event.
— Photos by: Sunny Mclean

2

3

4. Main Street School students and staff celebrated
Unity Day, the signature event of National Bullying Prevention Month, by uniting against bullying
on October 25.
—Photo courtesy of Irvington School District
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Business News

Luxury Tile Showroom
Opens in Dobbs Ferry

JAG Physical Therapy Making
Its Presence Known in SH
Photo by: Rick Pezzullo

Will Sideli and Megan
O’Halloran.
Photo by: Barrett Seaman

Before September 6, rivertowns architects, interior designers and their clients
looking for a broad selection of high-end
tiling had to go either to a large and intimidating showroom on Central Avenue
or into New York City. No longer. Since
then, Sideli Tile & Stone has been offering
a full array of tiles as well as installation services out of a two-room boutique on Main
Street in Dobbs Ferry.
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Will Sideli, who grew up
on a bluestone quarry near
Kingston, NY, had been
installing tile for 15 years,
from upstate New York to
Brooklyn. But with more
and more clients in the metropolitan area, Will and his
wife, Megan O’Halloran,
decided to move to Dobbs.
Not only were the rivertowns a more convenient
center for Sideli’s installation work, they reasoned, it
was also a more appropriate
environment for opening
a showroom. “The idea for
us,” said O’Halloran, “was to
have a smaller boutique with
lots of selection.”
According to the couple,
Sideli already has a client
base, but as newcomers, they
are concentrating on growing that list—especially among the professionals. “We’ve got to be on the menu,” said
O’Halloran, who, with her background in
business management, acts as the firm’s
Principal. “We’re working hard on marketing.”
Sideli Tile & Stone is located at 74 Main
Street in Dobbs Ferry. Customers can view
their offerings at www.sidelitilestone.com.

by Rick Pezzullo

One year ago, JAG Physical Therapy,
which offers care for orthopedic and sports
injuries, merged with Sleepy Hollow Physical Therapy, a staple in the community for
about 30 years.
Since setting up in the Amenta Building
at 245 North Broadway, where it recently
doubled its space and updated its equipment, JAG has striven to have a presence
in the community as a valuable resource for
residents.
“We try to give back. The community is
how we are able to succeed and achieve,”
said Clinical Director Tom Protopapas, who
led the Sleepy Hollow facility before relocating to Hawthorne last month, changing
places with fellow Clinical Director Ashley
Kieltyka.
“The company was built on being a resource for the community. If you have an
injury and don’t know where to go, we can
tell you,” Protopapas said. “We try to do ev-
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Clinical Director Tom Protopapas (left)
with two physical therapy aides in Sleepy
Hollow.

erything we can to help everyone. I like to
think we do things a step above.”
JAG Physical Therapy President and
CEO John Gallucci, Jr. explained on the
company’s website why the “JAG Method”
makes a difference.
“We treat every patient just as a professional athlete or a VIP should be treated,” he
stated. “Based on experiences with high-end
athletes, we believe that everyone should be
treated in the same fashion. It doesn’t matter
if you’re a multi-million dollar baseball player or a painter trying to get up and down a
ladder without pain, everyone deserves the
same treatment.”
JAG has 17 locations: 13 in New Jersey,
one in New York City and three in Westchester. It accepts most insurances and also
offers self-pay rates. For further information, visit www.jagpt.com.
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Notes from the HVWC:
Hidden Gem
by Jennifer Franklin

Often called a “hidden gem” and praised
as “the most beautiful place in which I
have ever read,” The Hudson Valley Writers’ Center is housed in the historic and
lovingly restored Philipse Manor Train Station. The Center hosts a series of classes and
readings by writers in all genres, runs social
outreach programs for youth and adults,
hosts a monthly open mic, and operates the
Slapering Hol Press. Since HVWC’s founding by poet and editor Margo Taft Stever in
1988, the Center has welcomed literary luminaries including Rita Dove, Toni Morrison, Billy Collins, Yusef Komunyakaa, and
Michael Cunningham.
Upon my taking over programming in
the fall of 2014, the Center instituted a Program Committee that decides on the novelists, non-fiction writers, and poets invited
to read at the Center. It is my job, along
with the Program Committee, Slapering
Hol Press co-editors (Margo Taft Stever
and Peggy Ellsberg), and the SHP Advisory
Committee, to invite new and established
voices to read for the community. Since I
was appointed Program Director, the Center has hosted a diverse group of established
writers, including Nick Flynn, Mark Doty,
and Margo Jefferson. Emerging writers
Joshua Bennett, TJ Jarrett, Rickey Laurentiis, Aracelis Girmay, and Natalie Diaz
read at the Center with their most recent
books. This fall, the Center will welcome
former New York State Poet Laureate, Marie Howe, poet and novelist Victoria Redel,
and memoirist Melissa Febos. Sri Lankan
poet Indran Amirthanayagam will be the
keynote reader for SHP’s annual “War and
Peace Reading” to commemorate Veteran’s
Day.
The Center’s classes are similar to MFA

classes, but far less costly. Most of our students find the instruction so rewarding and
productive that they remain in the same
classes with the same teachers for years.
Classes run for six-week sessions, but the
Center also offers one-day Master Classes
so that writers who work full time can partake of our award-winning instructors. This
season’s instructors include Alex Dimitrov,
Fred Marchant, and Kathleen Ossip. Improv comedy, playwriting, and screenwriting are all new classes this season.
In the spring, we will welcome Sergio
Troncoso and Lisa Page, who will read from
We Wear the Mask, a non-fiction anthology
about passing as white in America. Frank
Bidart, Martha Rhodes, John Murillo, and
Nicole Sealy will read from their acclaimed
new collections. Kimiko Hahn and Tamiko
Beyer will launch SHP’s newest Conversation Series chapbook. Pamela Paul, the
editor of The New York Times Book Review
will speak about keeping a record of all the
books she has ever read. Kara Lee Corthron,
author of the award winning-young adult
novel, The Truth of Right Now, will read
and teach a class on YA writing. The Westchester Poetry Festival, our collaboration
with The Masters School, will hold craft
talks and workshops before the reading this
April. The Center is expanding its benefits
for all members. Submission Sundays began
in June. Students Carla Carlson and Mary
Ann Scott volunteer once a month to help
members in every genre with cover letters
and with deciding what and where to submit for publication.
To become a member of the Center or find
out more about our upcoming courses and
programs, visit www.writerscenter.org or call
914-332-5953.

www.thehudsonindependent.com					

November 2017 The Hudson Independent 17

Sports

Hackley Standout Running Back Satisfied with Success on Gridiron
by Tom Pedulla

Top running back William Waterhouse
could not have embraced the student-athlete role more seriously than he did during
his time at Hackley. He is so earnest about
his studies that he likely has taken his last
handoff.
When Simon Berk, Hackley’s secondyear coach, was asked about the senior’s
college football prospects, he replied, “He
certainly has the talent and ability. But after speaking to him and his family, it’s not
something he’s interested in pursuing.”
Waterhouse’s decision is uncommon, to
say the least, for a running back with his
production. Through the first six games
of his final season, he averaged more than
nine yards per carry with 90 rushing attempts for 864 yards and a team-leading 12
touchdowns. He totaled 681 yards on the
ground with 12 touchdowns as a junior.
“He’s willing to go between the tackles
and finish runs strong, but he’s certainly
dynamic in the open field,” Berk said. “He’s
one of the leading rushers in the Hudson
Valley.”
Few players possess the ability to change

William Waterhouse reflects on his football career at Hackley.
— Photo by Suzy Allman

the complexion of a game the way Waterhouse can. On his first handoff as a junior,
he dashed 50 yards. Although the play was
designed as an inside dive that typically
produces short yardage, his peripheral vision and speed led him to bounce it outside. He later scampered 90 yards for a
touchdown versus Woodlands. This year,

he raced 85 yards in sparking a convincing
victory against Morristown-Beard of Morristown, New Jersey.
“Whenever you have a run like that, the
whole momentum of the game just shifts,”
Waterhouse said. “The offensive line starts
playing better. Everyone starts playing
stronger and harder.”

McCarthy Becomes All Time Passing Leader at
SH High
by Kevin Brown

Sean McCarthy, quarterback for the Sleepy Hollow Headless
Horsemen, became the all-time leading passer for total yards passing
in a single season and for total yards passing in a career at the school.
Due to playing from behind often in the current 1-8 campaign,
McCarthy has been airing it out all season to Daniel Willams, Jared
Carey, Travis Cowles, Luis Espinal, Luke McCarthy, Malik Jones,
Julien Stoll, and Manny Perez.
The JV team also struggled to a 1-7 record as nine freshmen lined
up on both sides of the ball. QB Ben Good, Zack Rudder, Will Kelly,
Harrison Halesworth, Talon Carsto, and Kevin Sullivan showed that
the future is extremely bright for the young Horsemen, who competed against sophomores and juniors all season.
Sean McCarthy was a bright spot for The Headless Horsemen.
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Waterhouse (6-0, 170 pounds) was a major figure as the Hornets finished a combined 20-3 in his first three seasons there.
That included a 7-0 record last year, when
they won the Metropolitan Independent
Football League championship. He never
experienced a losing season.
That makes it all the more surprising the
Briarcliff resident would not want to compete at the next level. But athletics played
no role as he narrowed his list of college
options. The decision revolved primarily
around academics.
Waterhouse prides himself on being an
above-average student. He said of the importance of academics, “It lays a solid base
for yourself. It’s definitely something that
has to be taken seriously, especially coming
out of a school like Hackley, where school
is always first. You have to do the best you
can.”
He noted that football practices can be
long. Pre-game preparation is extensive,
and he believes that would keep him from
performing at his best in the classroom.
“Especially when you go off to college, it’s
such a time commitment,” he noted.
There also are health considerations. He
broke his arm as a sophomore. He said his
parents, Lindsay and Patrick, would endorse whatever decision he made. But they
would be happy if he never pulled on his
helmet again.
“I’m nervous before games,” he said.
“They say they are more nervous.”
Waterhouse sounds content to call it
a great high school career. He is quick to
emphasize that his individual accomplishments would never have occurred without
the handiwork of the offensive line, namely
tackles Sam Goldberg and Michael Hoffman, guards Jason Mark and Conor Thomson and center Dillon Schaevitz.
“You are really nothing without them,”
he said. “Seeing them respect you and want
to block for you is the best part of that position.”
Waterhouse said he will always treasure
the tight bond he formed with teammates
through football.
“As it comes to an end, it’s so bittersweet,”
he said. “But I’ve loved every second of it.”
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JV Horsemen Squads Posting Remarkable Records
by Kevin Brown

What a season for youth football! The
Jr. Horsemen are now under the umbrella
of SHHS Varsity coach Jorge Veintimilla,
and coordinated by Joe and Chrisse Good.
Cheerleading is run by Cindy Guzman.
Members of the Westchester Youth Football League (WYFBL), USA Football, and
a practitioner of Heads Up Football, the Jr.
Horsemen focus on teaching kids from kindergarten to 6th grade the fundamentals of
the game, in a fun and safe environment.
This season the Wolfpack fielded the following five teams, made up of over 90 players and 75 cheerleaders.
The Jr. Horsemen 5th & 6th grade team
is alive and well this 2017 season. After
struggling with low participation last year,
they returned with a vengeance, and a full
roster of 24 young athletes. Currently, the
Jr. Horsemen are 4-2 with signature wins
over Ossining, Mount Kisco, Westlake and
Greenburgh. In his 14th season with the
program, Coach Joey Good noted the leadership and hard work of a strong returning 6th grade class including Evan Bowen,
Reilly Tuck, Justin Fink, Damon Fedor and
Mathew Plunkett. The talent and commitment doesn’t end with the 6th graders, as the
5th grade group has shown some bravado
of their own, with Julian Guzman, Timmy
Plunkett, Eddie Mahood and Daniel Ford
putting in the work to become positive
leaders like their older role models. Firing
on all cylinders, Coach Good believes they
are one of the top teams in the WYFBL,
and are prepared to carry on the winning

Kids from kindergarten to sixth grade learn the fundamentals of football.

tradition of the Jr. Horsemen through the
playoffs.
The 3rd & 4th grade team, coached by
Rob Gramaglia, Jason Estevez, Tommy
Kellas, Jon Balascio, Chris Puleo and Dave
Halesworth, continue their march to the
WYFBL playoffs. Undefeated entering
Sunday’s game against rival Armonk (the
only other undefeated team in the league),
the Jr. Horsemen came out on fire. Staunch
defense, and touchdowns by Brayden Richardson, Heston Halesworth, Ben Meyer,
and Tray Parks paved the way to first place
and a 5-0 record. The team is led by a stellar group of linemen including Daniel
Nyarady, TJ Kellas, Braden Feeney, Ben
Meyer, RJ Gramaglia, and PJ McCaffrey.
QB Braden Richardson leads the WYFBL’s

highest scoring offense, averaging nearly
30 points per game, with running backs
Heston Halesworth, Andre Estevez, and
Amare Estevez carrying the load, while sure
handed receivers Ben Meyer and Jeremiah
Bowen providing firepower in the passing
game. The Jr. Horsemen will wrap up their
regular season with home games against
Westlake and Ardsley, before heading to the
playoffs where they hope to complete their
second consecutive undefeated season, and
repeat as WYFBL Champions.
With one game remaining in their season, the Jr. Horsemen Red Flag team stands
undefeated, 6-0, and unscored upon. Flag
Red is led by the excellent offensive and
defensive play of Jack and Daniel McCarthy and Quarterback Sevan Arduino. Flag

Red is highly competitive, on both sides of
the ball, with contributing players AJ Kumar, Cole Bertolucci, Gabe Morse, Wyatt
Lilley, Grant Lofaro and Brandon Rosario consistently stepping up when needed
most. Coaches Eugene Arduino and Rajesh
Kumar are proud of the entire squad’s season-long work ethic and performance. “We
have high hopes for all our future Jr. Horsemen as they graduate to the tackle program
next season,” said Coach Arduino.
With one game remaining in their season, the Jr. Horsemen Black Flag team
stands undefeated with a 6-0 record. Flag
Black has been playing great offense, and
the defense and has proven very difficult to
score upon. This year’s team is led by Quarterback Jadiel Grullon, with great running
provided by Dorian Hidalgo, Ethan McGuire, Kelvin Jimenez, Landon Golokeh,
Mason Seawright and Andrew Romoino.
Flag Black’s centers and line led by Kellen
McGuire, Jayden Bernardez, Donte and
Cole Bunch, Angel Negron and Nicholas
Taveras, have done a great job all season
long. Flag Black’s defense is led by Miles
Dunn, a.k.a JJ Watt, who plays with great
toughness and skill. Coaches Randolph Hidalgo and Jose Grullon are thrilled with the
squad’s performance and cohesiveness and
can’t wait to see them play at the next level.
For fans of football who follow the Jr.
Horsemen at home at SHHS, the games
wouldn’t be the same without the large
group of cheerleaders who create amazing
energy at the games. The squad performed
at halftime of the Varsity Lakeland Game
and captivated the crowd.

Local High School Football Teams Fail to Hit Pay Dirt
by Tom Pedulla

DOBBS FERRY
Dobbs Ferry completed the regular season with a 6-2 record, a fine accomplishment for a team that depended heavily
on underclassmen. The Eagles carried six
seniors, only half of whom received significant playing time.
“We’ve been getting a lot better each
week,” said Coach James Moran. “We were
starting from ground zero with some guys.”
Moran rotated guards Harry Dann, Jack
Fessler, Kosta Georgioudakis and Yaseen
Hamideh. Justin Morgan, a junior, and
Tyler Sepinski, a sophomore, received valuable playing time behind senior tight end
Arman Cherian-ashe.
Nose guard Awvise Khan, a junior,
emerged as a defensive force. “He’s undersized, really quick, with a great motor,”
Moran said.
He has high hopes for quarterback Patrick Straub, who will be a senior. “He’s
made a ton of progress. We can attack people through the air now,” the coach said. “It
makes it more difficult to defend when we
can run and throw it a little bit.”
The Eagles will sorely miss senior Jordan
Lyerly, a potent offensive threat as a runner
and pass receiver. He was a shutdown cornerback on the other side of the ball.

HACKLEY

Hackley began the season aiming for a
repeat of last year’s 7-0 perfection. Those
hopes were dashed when they floundered
during a 2-2 September. The Hornets alternated victories and defeats, absorbing losses
to Albertus Magnus and The Pingry School
of New Jersey.
“There were some coaching mistakes,
some player mistakes,” said Simon Berk,
the Hornets’ second-year coach. “It was a
learning experience for all of us.”
Coaches and players made adjustments,
and a much more powerful team took the
field in October. Hackley rattled off three
consecutive lopsided victories, routing
Montclair Kimberly Academy 37-0, Morristown-Beard 26-6 and Riverdale Country
School 33-8.
Berk has high hopes for tight end F.J.
Hogg, who will be a senior. Junior center
Dillon Schaevitz is a mainstay on the offensive line. Jordan Johnson, an outside
linebacker, started as a freshman and offers
great potential.
“He’s done an exceptional job for his first
year in the program,” the coach said. “He
certainly has a bright future with us.”
The Hornets must find replacements for
two key seniors, quarterback Javon Coleman and running back William Waterhouse. That will not be easy.
Waterhouse regrets the games that got
away. “The games we lost were definitely
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winnable games,” he said.

IRVINGTON

The Bulldogs fell short of their goal of
qualifying for the playoffs. Their seasonending 28-20 loss to Briarcliff left them 3-5.
There is plenty of hope for the future,
however. “We’re still a pretty young team,”
said Steve Yurek after completing his second season as coach. “We have a lot of guys
coming back.”’
Quarterback Liam Toolan will top the list
of returning players. “He’ll be a senior next
season. He’s dynamic,” said Yurek. “When
he has time, he can really rip defenses apart.”
Frequent breakdowns in the offensive line

troubled Irvington this season, though, and
diminished Toolan’s effectiveness. Improving that unit will be among the off-season
priorities. The continued progress of left
tackle Ryan Kelly, who will be a junior, will
certainly help.
Bullish running back Michael Brennan
possesses the size and strength to build on
a fine sophomore season. He is a workhorse
back that can ease pressure on Toolan and
the defense by keeping the chains moving.
Yurek views freshman middle linebacker
Justin Kim as a “special player” with exciting upside. Running back Tim Mezaros and
receiver Joey Clewell are among the seniors
who were key contributors.

Reaching a
Milestone
Zoe Maxwell, an Irvington High School
senior, scored her 100th career
soccer goal during a game against
Dobbs Ferry High School on Oct. 11.
She reached the milestone when she
scored the first goal of the game,
which was followed by four additional
goals in a 6-1 victory.
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Arts & Entertainment

Magical, Unique Glass Portraits on Display at Canfin Gallery
by Morey Storck

Isabelle Scheltjens, a Belgian artist, studied at SISA, the Antwerp City Institute
for Decorative Arts and Crafts, where she
concentrated on all aspects of decorative
glass. The outstanding, world-acclaimed
glass designs of her husband, Dirk Neefs,
inspired her to proceed in that creative direction. After years of intense study and
experimentation, she developed her extraordinary glass-fusing technique whereby pieces of glass in different colors, sizes
and textures are fused together at approximately 800 degrees celsius. The plexiglass
sheets are then cut into tiny pieces and
used much like a pointillist would use tiny
dots of paint forming an abstract image up
close, yet a dramatic and precise portrait
from a distance.
Many of the questions for this piece were
answered by Maija Laurens, Jean-Claude
Canfin’s assistant and gallery manager,
while he is gone. At this time, he was in
France and did not return until shortly before publication.
“The whole range of Isabelle’s work illustrates her craftsmanship and intelligence,
her ability to achieve dramatic and bold
concepts, as well as quiet elegance utilizing
the full scope of the pallet. Empty spaces,
voids, allows the piece to ‘breathe,’” Laurens said.

Pointillism covers many
forms of art. This exciting and
imaginative art technique is
employed by traditional and
contemporary artists, graphic
designers, professional photographers, and commercial
illustrators, always exploring
new ways to express their art.
Some have elaborated on the
technique to create something
completely new, using new
materials and new mediums.
But, all of these art adventures
have one thing in common…
the dot.
Paul Signac, along with
Georges Seurat, are acknowledged as the two founders of
pointillism. They developed
the process of painting juxtaposed dots of pure color that
would blend in the viewers’
eye, rather than on the canvas.
Kevin Sprouls used a stippling
method of many small dots
and a cross hatching method of
many small lines to emulate the
look and feel of old newspaper woodcuts and engravings.
French Post-Impressionist painter Seurat
spent over two years creating “Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte,”

“Funny Audrey” is one portrait
that will be on display.

which is estimated to consist of approximately 3,456,000 dots.
The world of digital art today is in con-

stant perpetual motion. Older,
traditional techniques, though
beautiful and reflective of their
times, seem to have been lost in
the continual rush for the “new.”
But, Scheltjens has found her
perch. Critics have noted that
“Isabelle’s portraits require the
participation of the viewer, as
they may change depending on
the viewing position. Her art
gives shape to the disparity between what something appears
to be and what something is.
Her pointillism is reinvented
and re-contextualized.”
As Canfin aptly summed up:
“What it really comes down to,
what is really important before
you purchase a piece of art, is
not that you are a prominent
collector, or that you’re buying
it for investment, or that it fits
the décor of your home or office.
You must love it. In your heart,
you must really love it. That is
what will make you happy!”
See for yourself.
November 4-26, 2017. 39 Main Street,
Tarrytown. (914) 332-4554.

Irvington Town Hall Theater Launches Playwright Festival Nov. 11-12
This season marks the 40th anniversary of
Irvington Town Hall Theater (ITHT) Inc.,
created in 1978 to produce children’s theater events in the historic 1902 building at
85 Main Street. As the Village has grown,
so, too, has community interest in the
arts. ITHT has expanded programming to
engage patrons of all ages in a wide variety
of genres.
The inaugural Stage Door Playwright Festival debuts November 11-12. A weekend
of original one-act plays, the festival is broken into four sessions (two on Saturday and
two on Sunday), each featuring different
playwrights. A springboard for writers to
get their works off the ground, the festival,
which is free to the public, allows audiences
to participate in the creative process by talking with playwrights and industry professionals during Q&A’s after each session.
“I am thrilled by what our three-yearold Stage Door Reading Series has become,”
said theater manager, Greg Allen. “Presenting several readings each year, we discovered
there are so many stories to tell and so many
innovative ways to tell them. We introduced some truly exceptional playwrights
and found that our audiences wanted more.
The festival is a great opportunity for writers and patrons to explore new works in an
intimate setting.”
Festival Chair Judy Klein Frimer reviewed over 80 submissions with volunteer
committee members Marjorie Rosenfield,
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Claudia Shayne Ferguson, Mitchell Bard,
Thomas Grey, Chris Canning, and Ellen
Flaks. While some of the plays may not be
suitable for children, the Sunday 12:30 session will be family-friendly.
ITHT’s growth has produced a new nonprofit entity, “Friends of the Theater,” to
raise awareness and funds. “We’ve done
some upgrading of facilities, and hope to
do more,” said Allen. “Air-conditioning is a
longtime goal so we can open the theater in
the summer which would add both revenue
and programming.”
ITHT has also started a sponsorship program for the film and playwright festivals
with a first-ever “Arts Champion,” Pamela
Eskind, Real Estate Associate Broker, William Raveis Legends Realty Group. Supporting sponsors include Allan Block Insurance, Atria Senior Living, Bridge Street
Properties, Houlihan Lawrence, Red Hat
on the River, RiverArts, Urgent Care of
Westchester, and Westchester Collaborative
Theater.
The Playwright Festival features Samuel
Harps (Goat Feed), Brian Wallace (Reunion),
Reneè Flemings (Brotherhood), Danielle
Frimer (Between Friends), Jody Christopherson (AMP), Linda Tidwell Delaney
(Bookworms), Jason Odell Williams (Dog
Park), and Nancy Kelly (Backyard Desert). For playwright biographies and ITHT
event information, visit: www.irvingtontheater.com.
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“Creating something new takes on a life of
its own,” explained Allen. “Eight years ago,
the Best of Film Committee began screening independent films; from there, the All
Shorts Irvington Film Festival (As iFF) was
born. We just presented our sixth festival of
international shorts to a sold-out audience,
with some being seen for the first time in
the United States on the Irvington screen!
Besides local patrons, viewers come from all
over to see these incredible films. You can
find avant-garde and diverse programming
right here in Irvington, which is exciting on
many levels. It’s been proven that any area
with an artistic presence is good for the economic growth of that area. It’s one of the
things that draws people to shop or dine or
settle with their families and form roots.”
ITHT is also expanding relationships
with other organizations. Take A Number
Productions will premiere a live comedy
show on November 10 (for audiences 18
and over). “There’s a real buzz generating
when a group like Take A Number Productions contacts us saying they want to bring
the East Village of Manhattan to the Rivertowns. We understand not every show is for
every audience, and that’s okay. Some people like old-fashioned musicals, some people like alternative music, and some people
like Bette-Midler-style bawdy humor.”
The objective is to offer something for
everyone. Last month, Tedx Tarrytown presented “Rise” featuring inspiring speakers

and topics. On December 6, Broadway’s
Kelli O’Hara will perform a benefit concert
presented by SAY: The Stuttering Association for the Young. “As a parent and a person who has benefited from using my voice
to express myself all my life,” said O’Hara
in a press release, “I want to do everything I
can to support an organization for kids that
honors their self-expression and helps them
find their voices.”
Finding a voice is an integral part of
ITHT’s mission. Common Ground Community Concerts, bringing beloved musicians and stellar musicianship to ITHT’s
stage with genres spanning (and often
blending) folk, blues, jazz, and rock, presents Darlingside on December 9. The Mayor Presents returns on December 2 with a
concert party on the night of Irvington’s
‘Holiday Happening.’
“Our 40 years started with children’s
theater -- which has thrived with Clocktower Players’ amazing shows and troupes
for kids from four years old through high
school,” said Allen. “Clocktower also presents a professional musical every fall; this
year, it’s Company on November 4. Broadway Training Center, with their wonderful
performance ensembles, kicks off the season
with Fiddler on the Roof, November 17-19.
High-caliber kids’ performances are ITHT’s
foundation. From there, we’ve built artistic
programming for all ages and interests that
continues to grow every day.”
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Food for Thought

Middle Eastern Dining at Its Best
by Linda Viertel

O

ne of the joys of life along the river is that the
melting pot of cultures that have come to live and
work here has produced a wide range of restaurants offering the food of many lands. Still, Melike, featuring the cuisine of Turkey and the Middle East, comes as
a refreshing – and delicious – surprise.

Chef/owner Erdahl Nehir grew up in
Turkey near the Syrian border and spent
six years as a restaurateur in Saudi Arabia.
Hailing from a family of chefs, including
his father, uncles and cousins, he loves his
Middle Eastern food heritage and is a virtuoso in the kitchen. You can tell from the
very first taste – even the most best-known
dishes, like hummus, babaganouj and meat
kebabs have something special about them
– some combination of herbs and spices,
some sixth sense about texture – that beg to
be sampled again and again. Ingredients are
locally sourced whenever possible and halal
prepared.
Nehir’s appetizers deliver uniquely subtle
takes on favorite Mediterranean specialties.
His hummus possesses a texture and flavor
that is superior to anything you may have
tasted elsewhere, topped as it is with whole
chickpeas for added flavor. His babaganouj
delivers a lively yet subtle smokey taste. In
Melike’s generous meze platter diners will
enjoy mixing a variety of tastes and textures:
large dollops of hummus and babaganouj
join lebni (a thick, creamy yogurt spread),
Nehir’s eggplant soslu (sauteed aubergine in
tomato sauce), kisir (finely ground bulghur,
parsley and tomato paste), plus dolmas (rice
and herb stuffed grape leaves). All are accompanied by fresh baked pita.
Hot appetizers include Nehir’s lightly fried

sigara (cigar-shaped) borek – phyllo stuffed
with feta and parsley – that are delicate foils
for a meze platter. But then, it’s hard to
forego the mucver (pan-fried zucchini pancakes) the falafel or the grilled octopus, or
fried or grilled calamari. For Melike’s appetizers alone, it is definitely worth dining in
a group to make sure all the Mediterranean
flavors get sampled.
Lamb is the featured meat at Melike –
served as succulent shish kebabs, kofte kebabs (Turkish ground lamb patties mixed
with parsely, onions and Turkish spices),
chargrilled lamb chops, Turkish style lamb
sauted with bell peppers, onion and tomatoes, or grilled lamb ardana (spicy ground
lamb combined with bell and spicy peppers
and mounted lengthwise on a wide skewer).
On Friday, Saturday and Sunday Nehir
serves the Turkish specialty Lamb Doner.
Similar to the Greek gyros and Arabic schawarma, doner is a vertically grilled marinated ground lamb that is sliced, topped with
a special Turkish yogurt sauce, and served
with rice and salad. Iskender doner takes the
lamb one step further, sautéing the sliced
lamb in a special tomato-based sauce, served
over pita, and topped with lebni and cecik
(yogurt mixed with finely diced cucumber
and a selection of herbs). And, Nehir’s lamb
shank offering, a generous portion of meat
slathered with his rich tomato and herb
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Melike
Chef/owner Erdahl Nehir with his signature
meze platter; The bar at Melike boasts its
weekly beer specials on the blackboard.

based sauce is served with rice, as are all of
his entrees.
Fresh branzino, trout, salmon and shrimp
are also available, delicately chargrilled. And,
Melike’s chicken, like the lamb, is marinated
to achieve succulence and enhanced taste
when grilled. Nehir also serves a chicken
doner, Turkish style sauteed chicken or a
chicken curry. Vegetarians won’t be disappointed at Melike with eggplant moussaka
and Nehir’s special vegetarian casserole on
the menu.
Salads are a staple of Middle Eastern cuisine; they are healthy combinations of tomatoes, bell peppers, cucumbers, onions,
olive oil, lemon juice, herbs and lettuce,
and Nehir’s are no exception. Whether you
choose tabbouleh, or a Jerusalem salad featuring celery, dill and a tahini dressing, or
the traditional Mediterrarean with feta and
artichokes, or the Piyaz – a white bean, parsley, mint and red onion melange, or a sumptuous seafood salad, you will be experiencing Middle Eastern cuisine at its freshest and
most classic.
Children can be kept busy dining on
chicken fingers and mozarella sticks, though
it will be hard to keep them from tasting
Nehir’s Turkish specialties or craving baklava for dessert. Beer, wine and alcohol are
offered, and the novelty of trying a delicious
Turkish wine is hard to resist. Nehir offers a

variety of Turkish reds and whites in addition to Raki, a Turkish specialty much like
the powerful Greek ouzo: try Efe Klasik or
Efe Gold.
Nehir also offers Kahvalti, a lavish Turkish
breakfast, in his private dining room which
is also available for catered lunch and dinner. Up to 35 guests can be accommodated
– with a choice of wine and beer and/or a
full bar.
Melike, which means “queen” in Arabic
or “beautiful person” in Turkish, is named
for Nehir’s two-year old daughter, and he
has created a loving and simple atmospheric
tribute to her, replete with Turkish music,
Turkish rugs, brass platters and delicate
Middle eastern decorative items throughout. As Nehir says, “You don’t have to go to
Turkey to eat the food, you can come here.”
You should.

If You Go
199 Main Street, Ossining
914-236-3393 | Fax: 914-236-3395
melikeossining.com
Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 4 p.m.-10 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 12-11p.m. Sun. 12-9 p.m.
Catering and large orders available

For a Thanksgiving sweet potato recipe,
please visit the Food for Thought column at:
www.thehudsonindependent.com.
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Obituaries
Florence Brown, 96
Florence Winifred Brown, a lifelong resident of Tarrytown, died October 14 at her
residence. She was 96.
She was educated in Tarrytown and
graduated from Washington Irving High
School in 1937 and later graduated from
Katherine Gibbs Business School in 1939.
She worked as an Assistant Corporate Secretary for International Paper Co. in New
York City for 35 years, before retiring in
1982. She was an active member of the
United Methodist Church of the Tarrytowns and a 20-year volunteer with Phelps
Hospital Auxiliary. She was also a member
of the Tarrytown Seniors, Sleepy Hollow
Leisure Club and Hill & Dale Garden
Club.
Fernando Ferreira, 72
Fernando L. Ferreira, a resident of Sleepy
Hollow, died October 22. He was 72.
He was born in Portugal on August 31,
1945 to Antonio and Maria Dos Anjos
Ferreira. He immigrated to the United
States and settled in the Tarrytowns. He
was retired from the Public Schools of the
Tarrytowns, where he had been a custodian.
Mary Johnson, 88
Mary L. Johnson (Garzia), who was born
and raised in North Tarrytown, died Octo-

ber 14. She was 88. She joined the U.S.
Navy, where she met and married Robert
Johnson. They went on to raise their three
children, Karyn Reichbach (Hy), Kathy
Spoerle (Hank) and Kristine Manna. She
enjoyed spending time with her three
grandchildren, Emily, John and Jeffrey.
Mrs. Johnson loved her hometown of
Sleepy Hollow and lived in the Van Tassel apartments for more than 60 years. She

Watercooler

worked as a dental assistant and later for
Helen Whitings. Most recently she worked
for the Tarrytown School District. She was
also an active member of the Sleepy Hollow Seniors. She spent the last three years
living at Skyview Nursing Home in Croton, where she continued to enjoy daily
activities.

Continued from page 13

Impact

Marty Povman, Connor Quinn-Ray, Lucy
Rogers, Gabriel Sherry, and Helen Tejada.

For the second year, Irvington police officers have left more than 600 Post-it notes
on the school lockers and doors of Irvington
High School. The notes contain encouraging messages for the students in an effort to
encourage healthy decision-making and to
reduce alcohol and drug use.

SH High Student Honored at
Youth Service Awards Dinner
Asana Love was among 10 students and
a Yonkers teacher cited for outstanding
service at the annual Milly Kibrick Youth
Service Awards Dinner in New Rochelle
on October 17. Love volunteers as a camp
counselor, at the Tarrytown food pantry,
and at The Food Bank of Westchester. She
was also treasurer of the African-American
Heritage Club at SHHS where she oversaw
a UNICEF fundraiser.

Irvington Police Make An

Anthony Canino, 76
Anthony Canino, a resident of Irvington, died October 23. He was 76.
Mr. Canino was the life of every party,
he enjoyed his Doo Woop oldies music
and spending quality time with his family. He is survived by his wife, Lorraine,
of 51 years, two children and four grandchildren.

Sleepy Hollow Recreation Hires
a Superintendent
Matthew Arone has been hired as Sleepy
Hollow Recreation Superintendent. He
was previously Recreation Supervisor in
Irvington, Recreation Superintendent in
Dobbs Ferry, and Deputy Superintendent
in Scarsdale.

Irvington police officers left encouraging
notes on lockers in the high school.
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Community Coalition:

Holiday Effort Announcements
Let’s Play! A Place for Families
and the Social Action 10591
Supper Club
The Supper Club is looking for people interested in cooking and/or donating money
to provide meals for 11 scholarship families
who attend Tarrytown-based parent-child
progra, Let’s Play! A Place for Families.
Meals will be delivered to Let’s Play! on
November 7th and 14th.
Contact Lisa Piedimonte Bergman at lisa.
piedimonte @gmail.com for more information

Community Food Pantry of
Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown

43 S. Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591
Donations of dried beans, rice, cooking
oil, healthy cereals, oatmeal, and diapers are
always welcome, as are monitary donations.

Checks should be made out to Community
Food Pantry and sent to the above address.
We serve over 250 families from Sleepy
Hollow and Tarrytown and are grateful for
the support from our wonderful community.
For more information about how to donate
or volunteer, please visit our website at www.
communityfoodpantryshtt.org.

needs and organize capacity; 2) leverages the
expertise of local agencies to provide legal
aid; and 3) strengthens human and social
services.
We need $6,000 to fund a grassroots organizer dedicated to the immigrant community of Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown.
Community for All is a fundraising cam-

paign working with WESPAC and Community Voices Heard, two well established
non-profit organizations dedicated to social
justice in Westchester County.
For more information about how to donate
please visit our website at www.communityforall10591.org. Donations are tax deductible.

Community for All
C/O WESPAC Foundation

77 Tarrytown Road, Suite 2W, White
Plains, NY 10607
Our neighbors live each day not knowing
if or when their family might be torn apart.
Community for All is a campaign that funds
the development of a grassroots organization that: 1) engages local voices to identify

Open Door Family Medical Centers Holiday Toy Drive
November 18 - December 15
Please donate new, unwrapped, toys
and gifts for our young patients ages
newborn to 14 years old.
Suggested value between $10 - $20
Please bring your donations to Sleepy
Hollow Open Door, 80 Beekman Avenue
Thanks so much for bringing holiday

cheer to the kids and helping reduce the
stress for families in need during the
holiday season.
Volunteers to help sort and wrap all
of the gifts are welcome in our Ossining
wrapping location!
For more information please contact:
Alicia Ward at award@odfmc.org or call
914-502-1468.
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Saturday, Nov 4 Mel Brooks Classic: Mel

Brooks’ Young Frankenstein will be screened
at 7 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham.

Sunday, Nov 5 Autumn Celebration: A River Arts Autumn

Celebration will be held from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Eileen Fisher
Learning Lab.

What’s Happening
Wednesday 1
Wednesday Movies: Wednesday Movies will be
presented throughout October at 2 p.m. at the
Warner Library, 121 N Broadway, Tarrytown. Call
631-7734 or visit http://www.warnerlibrary.org.
How We Pray: The adult education program,
“How We Pray: from Ancient Times to Today,”
with Cantor Margot Goldberg on Nov. 1, 8 and
15 at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Cantor Margot leads
three informal classes exploring the evolution of
prayer in Judaism, from ancient times, through the
European diaspora to modern American Conservative and Reform practice. Free. Info: 631-1770.
Israeli Folk Dancing: Israeli Folk Dancing with
Leng will be held on Nov. 1, 15 and 29 from 7 to
10 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave.,
Tarrytown. No prior experience is required. The
beginner’s class will be held from 7 to 8 p.m. and
open dance and instruction will be held from 8 to
10 p.m. The fee is $10 for Temple Beth Abraham
members, $15 for visitors and guests and $5 for
junior high school, high school and university
students. For more information, visit http://ctisraelidance.com.

Thursday 2
Drink & Draw: RiverArts, in collaboration with
Brieff Studios, holds Drink & Draw on the first
Thursday of every month. This month’s event is
being held from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at 145 Palisade
St., Studio 318B, in Dobbs Ferry. Bring your own
bottle and art supplies. Participants must be 18 or
older to attend and 21 and older to drink.

Saturday 4
Canfin Gallery Exhibit: Isabelle Scheltjens’ portraits in glass are on display from Nov. 4 through
26 at the Canfin Gallery, 39 Main St., Tarrytown.
Info: 914 332 4554 or www.CanfinGallery.com.
Mel Brooks Classic: Mel’ Brooks’ Young Frankenstein will be screened at 7 p.m. at Temple Beth
Abraham Av, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Every
month, Temple Beth Abraham presents movies with Jewish themes or content. A moderated
discussion immediately follows the movie with
coffee and dessert. Free for members; $5 for guests
to offset the cost of refreshments.
Saturday, Bingo Night: The Sleepy Hollow Fire
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Sunday, Nov 19 Hanukkah Festival: “The Latkepalooza” Hanukkah Festival and Fair will be held from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham.

Check out the complete directory for November at www.thehudsonindependent.com

Department sponsors bingo nights every second
and fourth Saturday of the month at 55 Elm St.,
Sleepy Hollow. Doors open at 5 p.m.; games start
at 7 p.m. You must be 18 or older to play.
Asaran Earth Trio: The Asaran Earth Trio will
perform from 8 to 10 p.m. at South Presbyterian
Church, 343 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry. The vocalists
combine their personal music experiences, improvising, and folk elements to create original pieces
that take different traditions in new directions.

Sunday 5
Tarrytown Comprehensive Plan: From 1 to
4 p.m. at the Warner Library: participate in the
second public workshop on Tarrytown’s Comprehensive Plan for the entire village and zoning
guidelines for the station area. Info: tarrytownconnected.com.
Music and Munchies: Music and Munchies In
The Park, presented by the Greenburgh Hebrew
Center and PJ Library, will be held from 2:30 to
3:30 p.m. at the Dobbs Ferry Waterfront Park.
The program is ideal for kids up to age four and
their grown-ups. Come enjoy songs, cider, and
snacks. All are welcome. RSVP preferred; send an
e-mail to pjlibrary@g-h-c.org.

St, Irvington. Mix, mingle, and support RiverArts’
54th season with us while watching the sunset over
the Hudson.

Thursday 9
Book Club: The Warner Library Book Club
will meet at 7 p.m. in the Reading Room at the
Warner Library, 121 N Broadway Tarrytown.,
This month’s event will be a reading by Alan Sklar
of Neil Gaimen Stories The Price and We Can Get
Them for Wholesale. Call 631-7734 or visit http://
www.warnerlibrary.org

Friday 10
Rivertown Films: Rivertown Films will screen
two films this month at the Nyack Center. The
romantic comedy The Wedding Plan will be shown
on Nov. 10 at 8 p.m. The drama Her Magnum
Opus will be presented on Nov. 17 at 8 p.m. Info:
353-2568 or http://rivertownfilm.org/.

Tuesday 14

About Anne Frank by Nathan Englander, a series
of short stories in which characters reveal and
define themselves through their embrace of Jewish
orthodoxy and tradition, tackling questions of
morality and history will be discussed at 1 p.m. at
Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown.
Light refreshments will be serviced. The suggested
donation is $2. Info: 631-1770.

Sunday 19
Hanukkah Festival: “The Latkepalooza” Hanukkah Festival and Fair will be held from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave.,
Tarrytown Latkepalooza is Temple Beth Abraham’s
annual communitywide Hanukkah celebration
and gift boutique. There will be jewelry, accessories, tallit, Judaica and clothing vendors. There
will also be a special olive oil tasting and. a book
fair. Free latkes will be served throughout the day,
courtesy of Ben’s Deli of Scarsdale. Admission
is free. Most vendors accept cash or checks only.
Info: 631-1770.

Book Club: What We Talk About When We Talk

Gene Testing Discussion: JCC on the Hudson,
371 S Broadway, Tarrytown, is hosting “Are You
at Risk,” from 6:30 to 8 p.m., a discussion of the
BRCA gene: testing, misconceptions and options.
The featured speaker will be Dr. Kenneth Offit,
chief of the clinical genetics service at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. Offit also
represents BFOR (the BRCA Outreach Founder

SENIORS

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Senior Benefits Information Center
(SBIC): Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
a trained counselor from SBIC is on hand at
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at
the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask
questions outside regular counseling hours
call 231-3260.

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation
is $15.

Autumn Celebration: A River Arts Autumn
Celebration will be held from 3 to 5 p.m. at the
Eileen Fisher Learning Lab, 50 South Buckhout

Senior Van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday
through Friday, a van is available for seniors
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hollow Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
Hot Lunch: Plus other activities Monday
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood
House in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution
$3. Call 330-3855.

November 2017

Seed Film: Seed: The Untold Story will be screened
at 7 p.m. at Teatown, 1600 Spring Valley Rd.,
Ossining. Info: 762-2912 or https://www.teatown.
org/public-programs-and-events/.

Friday 17

Greenburgh Nutrition Program: See Hot
Lunch above.
Computer class: 11a.m. Tuesdays (please
call).

Exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays.
Nickel Bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays

Yoga on the chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays
and Fridays.

Book Club: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.

Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.

It Takes a Village 10591: Seniors meet
every second Tuesday from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
at The Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns,
42 N. Broadway. The program includes a
speaker, conversation, and refreshments. All
are welcome. Call 914-222-5116 or visit
www.itav10591.org

Senior canteen: informal social group, 1
p.m. Thursdays.
Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.
Mah Jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays
Bridge and card club: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Ongoing:
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Friday, Nov 24 Lyndhurst Holiday Tours: “A Very Dutchess

Holiday” are holiday tours scheduled from Nov. 24 through Dec.
30 at Lyndhurst.

Study), an independent research initiative. The
study will offer BRCA genetic testing at no cost
to participants, for women and men of Ashkenazi (Eastern European) Jewish ancestry over the
age of 25. That group is at least 10 times more
likely than the general population to inherit
certain kinds of BRCA mutations, which are
associated with greater risks for several types of
cancer, including breast, ovarian, and prostate
cancers. More information is available at www.
BFORStudy.com

Sunday, Nov 26 Thanksgiving Weekend Hike:
“The After the Turkey Hike” will be held from
10 a.m. to noon at Teatown.

Sunday 26
Thanksgiving Weekend Hike: “The After the
Turkey Hike” will be held from 10 a.m. to noon at
Teatown, 1600 Spring Valley Rd., Ossining. Info:
762-2912 or https://www.teatown.org/publicprograms-and-events/.

Thursday 30

Mystery Book Group: The Mystery Book group
will meet at 3:30 p.m. Room at the Warner
Library, 121 N Broadway Tarrytown. This
month’s book is The Hound of the Baskervilles by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Call 631-7734 or visit
http://www.warnerlibrary.org.

Autism Treatment Discussion: Rob Bernstein,
an educational therapist specializing in autism, will
talk about his new book, Uniquely Normal, tapping into the reservoir of normalcy to treat Autism
at the Irvington Public Library, 12 S. Astor St., at
7: p.m. He will show video clips of children depicted in the book. Though walk-ins are welcome,
advance reservation is preferred. Please call the
library at 591-7840 or register online at <irvingtonlibrary.evanced. info/signup/calendar.

Friday 24

Ongoing

Lyndhurst Holiday Tours: “A Very Dutchess
Holiday” are holiday tours scheduled from Nov.
24 through Dec. 30 at Lyndhurst. Info: http://
lyndhurst.org/events/holiday-tours-2017/

Free Tai Chi: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m.
– 10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30
a.m. & Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call
366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

Tuesday 21

Saturday 25
Sherlock Holmes: Sherlock Holmes – The
Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle will be performed
on Nov. 15, 16, 17, 25, 26 28, 29 and 30 at
Lyndhurst. Info: http://lyndhurst.org/events/
sherlock-2017./

Cortlandt Street
Continued from page 10

gered by police or fire department activity
inside the building.
“Often times tenants do not file complaints because they believe their landlord
will evict them,” said McCarthy.
To collectively address quality-of-life issues
and put pressure on “bad landlords,” Procida is forming the Southwest Sleepy Hollow
Property Owners Association, rejecting the
term “inner-village” as negative. But the village has to change too, according to Procida.
“There should be a general mandate for
the village to be as supportive as humanly
possible of anyone who wants to open a
business in Sleepy Hollow,” said Procida.
“Instead, they have this antiquated process.”
Procida said he lost a potential tenant who
wanted to open a 3-D printing operation
because the village required him to “spend
$10,000” on an architect and make multiple
trips to the zoning and planning boards.
“The guy was in the building department
20 times. The village lost a great potential
tenant,” he said.
Procida admitted he had to “push the reset
button” on his relationship with McCarthy
after pressuring him unsuccessfully to allow
some of the illegal apartments he inherited
to be “grandfathered-in.” The illegal apartments are considered a fire hazard. It is the
responsibility of the village to enforce the

Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays and Saturdays at
7 p.m. & 9 p.m., Sundays at 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. at
One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 631-1000 or
visit http://jazzforumarts.org/.
Pirate Quest: On Saturdays and Sundays from
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto

fire code and ensure the safety of the apartments. It matters because if Procida wants to
sell the buildings, the number of legal apartments helps dictate their value.
Another sign that Procida may be rubbing
someone the wrong way is a strange fire that
broke out in one of his buildings.
“I would call it attempted murder,” he remarked.
On April 7, when Procida and McCarthy were conducting an inspection at 85-87
Cortlandt, a fire ignited inside the kitchen of
a third-floor apartment. Singed papers were
found on top of the gas stove and smoke
alarms and security cameras had been disabled.
“The Sleepy Hollow Fire Department was
here in three minutes. Any longer and that
gas line could have melted and exploded,”
Procida said. “Whoever did this, had it in for
me and the building inspector.”
The Sleepy Hollow Police Department
labeled the fire “suspicious” and are investigating.
Procida’s apartments on Cortlandt Street
are nearly 100 percent occupied, though
vacant store fronts remain. An accounting
firm recently became the first new business
on the street in more than a decade, Procida
said. Still he proclaims Cortlandt Street to be
“a goldmine.”
“Oh my God, what a great location!” he
said.
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Ongoing ‘Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initiative: Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills. Visit
http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

have varied speakers and are open to the public free
of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

‘Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initiative:
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into
insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills.
Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday of
the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 6317734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Guided Kayak Tours: Weekends from 9 a.m. –
noon, 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
at Kingsland Point Park, Sleepy Hollow. Call 6825135 or visit www.KayakHudson.com .
Wine and Jazz Wednesdays: From 6 p.m. – 8
p.m. featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita
Poblana in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapoblanany.
com.
Tarrytown Sleepy Hollow Farmers Market:
Open 8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. Saturdays through Nov.
18 in Patriot’s Park. E-mail TaSHFarmersMarket@
gmail.com or visit www.TaSHFarmersMarket.org.
Ossining Farmers’ Market: Open Saturdays from
8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. through Dec. 17 at Spring &
Main Sts. Call 923-4837 or visit www.downtoearthmarkets.com.
Irvington Farmers Market: Open Sundays from
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Main St. School.
Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in touch and
have fun. Beginning runners always welcome. Visit
www.meetup.com/Irvington-running-Meetup/.
Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple Beth
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail
adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough
players for a game.
Men’s club: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m.
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Meetings

Healthy Life series: Phelps Memorial Hospital
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a
wide range of programs on health-related subjects
as well as health screenings and support groups.
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.
Children’s programs at the libraries: Stories,
rhymes, crafts and songs for children of various
ages at Tarrytown’s Warner Library and Irvington
Public Library. For Warner, call 631-7734 or visit
www.warnerlibrary.org. For Irvington, call 5917840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.
Torah Study: Torah Study is held on Wednesdays
from 10 to 11 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25
Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Classes are also conducted
on Saturdays at 9 a.m. for a discussion of this
week’s Torah reading during conservative services.
Info: 631-1770.
World War I Program: “World War I and
America” will be held on Nov. 6 and 13 at the
Warner Library at 7 p.m. To commemorate the
centennial of America’s entry into World War
I, the Warner Library will host a seminar that
explores the impact of our role in the war, through
the writings of Americans who experienced it
firsthand. The goal is to illuminate how the war
framed issues that are current today along with
an opportunity for veterans of recent wars to
participate. Led by Historian Richard Rose, and
sponsored and funded by Library of America and
a grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. Please register at the Reference Desk
or call 914 631-7734.
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Inquiring Photographer

by Alexa Brandenberg

“What are You Most Thankful For?”

Alex Patrick

Cathy Sears

Sean August

Tessie Alejo

Vanessa Amaral

Works in Irvington

Irvington

Irvington

Irvington

Irvington

“Family. This year has had its ups
and downs and my family has
been very supportive throughout
all of it.”

“I’m thankful for living in this rivertown community where people act
on their convictions in a positive
and forward way not only locally,
but for the larger world.”

“Being able to provide a stable
living for my family and placing my
child in a school that will provide
him with more opportunities.”

“I am thankful for many things,
especially to know God.”

“I am thankful for the opportunity
that life has given me to change
things that don’t make me
happy.”

Constitutional Convention Ballot Question at a Glance
by Charlene Weigel

The November 7 ballot will include a deceptively simple question, “Shall there be a
convention to revise the constitution and
amend the same?” If New Yorkers accept
that invitation, they will elect delegates to
a 2018 drafting convention, and likely vote
on a new state constitution in 2019.
The Federal Constitution is brief, about
the length of a college term paper. It cedes
any power not reserved for the federal government to the states. The New York State
Constitution bulges with that ceded power,
spanning 43 pages and 60,000 words. The
State Constitution impacts New Yorker’s
daily lives. Provisions include the “Forever
Wild” clause protecting the Adirondack
Park; prevention of public funding for private schools; regulations forcing townships
to rely on property taxes; and terms and salaries of elected officials. It regulates bonds
and bingo, corporations and canals, ski
trails and social welfare. All could change

after November 7.
The question may be clear, but the response is not. An early summer survey of
the “10591” Facebook group indicated that
70% of respondents did not know about
the upcoming ballot. Not surprising, since
the question appears once in a generation
– every 20 years. Since 1776, the state has
held nine conventions, four of which have
produced a new constitution. The current
constitution dates to 1894. With more than
225 amendments, it has become a legislative labyrinth.
Should the constitution be changed?
Nearly half of rivertowns’ respondents said
they did not know. Many asked for information on ramifications and alternatives.
The alternative to a convention is the
amendment process. An amendment must
first pass both the Assembly and Senate in a
single legislative session. It is then proposed
again in the legislative session that convenes
after the next general election to the Assembly. If the identically worded amendment

Letters
Thanks to Community for
Supporting TEDxTarrytown
To the Editor,
I want to thank our wonderful rivertowns community for supporting the
TEDxTarrytown event held on October
22, 2017 at the Irvington Town Hall Theater.
We had 8 wonderful speakers:
Ethan Schutz, Irvington, Jennifer Walford, Yonkers, Hugh Locke, Ossining,
Jamey Barbas PE, Tarrytown/NYC, Pablo
Mayor, Sleepy Hollow, Amy Whitaker,
NYC, Michael Alcee Phd, Tarrytown, and
Jaron Benjamin, Sleepy Hollow.
Our sponsors were all local as well:
From Tarrytown: Regeneron, lda’s Spa
and Salon, Bark and Meow, Juliana Pilates,
Coffee Labs, Bagel Emporium, Baked by
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Susan, Bella’s Boutique, and Posh Pretzels,
From Mt. Kisco: Cafe Realty
From Sleepy Hollow: David Glickhouse
From Elmsford: Play Nice Together
From Irvington: DoctorMac and Red
Barn Bakery.
We could not have held this event without the support from this incredible community. Team TEDxTarrytown is truly
grateful. I would especially like to thank
my husband, Jonathan Gleit, who supported me in every way and went above
and beyond to help make TEDxTarrytown
happen. I couldn’t have done this without
him.
Thank you.
Kimberly Marcus
Tarrytowns

passes both houses, the amendment is then
presented to voters. If voters agree, it is adopted into the constitution. The series of
“ifs” are a high hurdle.
The convention route faces its own challenges. If New Yorkers vote yes this fall,
in 2018 they will vote on delegates. The
convention will convene on April 2, 2019.
History suggests that voters would be presented with a draft from that convention in
November 2019. If the referendum passes,
a revised or brand new constitution will go
into effect January 1, 2020. If the proposal
is voted down, the current constitution
stands.
Delegates have broad powers. They decide whether to present a series of amendments (as happened in 1938), or re-write
the document (most recently in 1967 – it
didn’t pass). Delegates decide whether the
proposed constitution will be voted up or
down in its entirety, or whether voters can

consider individual articles or amendments.
Constitutional scholars attribute the defeat
of the proposed 1967 constitution to the
“all or nothing” requirement imposed on
voters.
Who are these delegates? Each State
Senate District will elect three with an additional 15 delegates-at-large elected on a
statewide basis. There are few restrictions.
Sitting legislators and judges can, and often have, run. While knowledge of those
systems may be useful, these delegates
would be writing their own job descriptions including salary, terms, campaign finance, etc. Ordinary citizens can run, but
New York election law is complicated and
delegates with political experience or party
backing may navigate the maze more successfully. It is clear that New Yorkers will
need to choose delegates carefully.
The price tag for a convention is high.
Continued on page 27

Editor
RICK PEZZULLO
editor@thehudsonindependent.com
914.631.6311

Advertising Sales Director
SUZANNE STEPHANS
(914) 255-1314
suzannestephans@gmail.com

Office Manager
PAULA ROMANOW ETZEL
914.631.6311
indyoffice@thehudsonindependent.com

Art Direction
WENDY TITTEL DESIGN
results@wendytitteldesign.com

Ad Production Manager
TOM SCHUMACHER
adsales@thehudsonindependent.com
Ad Sales Manager
JONATHAN MARSHALL
(914) 374-7564
hudsonindyadmgr@gmail.com
P.O. Box 336, Irvington, NY 10533
Phone: 914.631.6311
Wewbsite: www.thehudsonindependent.com
Contact Hudson Valley News Corporation:
info@thehudsonindependent.com
Send listings for events/activities to:
listings@thehudsonindependent.com
Send letters to the editor to:
letters@thehudsonindependent.com

November 2017				

Circulation Manager
JOANNE M. TINSLEY
info@thehudsonindependent.com
What’s Happening Editor
NEAL RENTZ, nealrentz@yahoo.com
Webmaster
Tim Thayer, tt@eyebuzz.com
Published by the Hudson Valley News
Corporation:
Matthew Brennan, president;
Morey Storck, vice president;
Robert Kimmel
Editorial Board: Barrett Seaman, chair,
Kevin Brown, Paula Romanow Etzel,
Steven Gosset, Robert Kimmel, Alexander Roberts, Maria Ann Roglieri, Morey Storck, Joanne M.
Tinsley, Donald Whitely

www.thehudsonindependent.com

Unsung Heroes Behind the Scenes of Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze
by Rick Pezzullo

It’s become the must-see Halloween event
in the Hudson Valley for the last 13 years,
with the star attractions being more than
8,000 illuminated jack o’lanterns.
Each pumpkin and “funkin” are individually hand-carved by a dedicated group
of talented individuals. Between 20 and
25 artists, sculptors and tattoo professionals handle the 1,000 fresh pumpkins each
week of the 45-night Great Jack O’Lantern
Blaze at Van Cortlandt Manor in Crotonon-Hudson.
Meanwhile, four female senior citizens,
led by master carver Cheryl Bernstein, create all the artificial “funkins,” which are
transformed from a sponge-like material for
a longer shelf life and help the large construction attractions stay secure.
“We have a lot of people who come back
each year because they love to do it,” Bernstein said. “Getting it all up and carved is
the work. The event is the party.”
Bernstein has been a part of the Blaze
since it was first conceived in 2005 with creative director Michael Natiello. That year,
2,500 visitors marveled at the sights over
eight nights. This year, 170,000 people are
expected to enjoy the festivities.
The modest Bernstein, who also coordinates all the volunteer pumpkin scoopers,
stressed she and her trio of funkin creators,
Brigid Feranda, Inge Schroeder and Vern
Ford, take their cues from the visions of

Cheryl Bernstein stands in front of 98
pumpkins she carved for Celtic Knots
display at the Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze
at Van Cortlandt Manor.
—Photo by Rick Pezzullo

Natiello. New features this year include
the Statue of Liberty, a fully-functioning,
20-foot diameter Pumpkin Carousel, the
Pumpkin Possum Posse, and a pint-sized
herd of dinosaurs.
“Michael decides on the themes and plans
out what he wants designed,” Bernstein said
during a recent tour, where she took particular pride in 98 funkins she crafted for
the Celtic Knots display. “Then Vern, Inge,
Brigid and I carve it. This is up my wheelhouse. I enjoy the detailed work. I love doing it. My hands not so much.”
Historic Hudson Valley receives shipments of pumpkins on flatbed trucks from
Wallkill View Farm in New Paltz. For the
length of the Blaze, 50,000 votive candles
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are used. Meanwhile, 2,900 volunteers help
make the event run smoothly.
Besides the looks of amazement on people’s faces as they walk through the nine-

acre historic property, Bernstein said she
also enjoys the wedding proposals that take
place at the Blaze. This year, six proposals
are planned in front of the wedding chapel
display, where special messages on pumpkins can be ordered.
“I know it’s something people will remember the rest of their life,” she said. “I always
ask (visitors) what is your favorite thing (at
the Blaze), hoping it’s one of mine.”
The Blaze runs through November 25.
Van Cortlandt Manor is located at 525
South Riverside Avenue, just off Route 9 in
Croton. For more information, visit www.
hudsonvalley.org, or call 914-366-6900.

Constitutional Convention
Continued from page 26

A briefing paper by the League of Women
Voters of New York State estimates that the
1967 convention would cost over $330 million in today’s dollars. Delegates could write
provisions to recover all or more of that investment by streamlining government, or
changing rules for funding or covered programs. Any changes would impact taxpayers as well as recipients of constitutionally

mandated programs and protections.
The first words of both the United States
and the New York State Constitutions are
“We the people.” On November 7, the people will decide whether to send 204 of their
fellow New Yorkers to Albany to rewrite the
constitution. Or wait until 2037 for their
next invitation.
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