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by Barrett Seaman   

On the Monday following Thanksgiv-
ing, the Nassau County Legislature voted to 
approve a $4.5 million settlement, ending 
a pair of lawsuits brought by the family of 
Sleepy Hollow High graduate Andrea Re-
bello, who was shot to death in May 2013 
by a Nassau County police officer attempt-
ing to end a hostage situation at Rebello’s 
apartment in Union-
dale, near Hofstra 
University, where she 
and her twin sister 
Jessica were students.

Her death occurred 
after Dalton Smith, 
a paroled ex-con, en-
tered the apartment 
in the early morn-
ing hours demanding 
money. Police were alerted, but when they 
arrived, Smith took Rebello hostage. Officer 
Nikolas Budimlic exchanged gunfire with 
Smith, firing eight bullets, seven of which hit 
Smith but one of which hit Andrea Rebello 
in the head, killing her. Smith also died at 
the scene.

Following an internal investigation, Nas-
sau County District Attorney Kathleen Rice 
exonerated Budimlic, reasoning that his 
clear intent in firing was not to harm Rebel-
lo. Her family disagreed with that ruling. A 
year later, they filed a wrongful death suit in 
state court, and the year following that, they 
filed a federal civil rights suit against Nas-
sau County and its police force. Both suits 
were settled with the legislature’s agreement 
to pay the family and Andrea’s estate $4.5 
million. 

The family did not respond to efforts to 
reach them.

The Rebello twins were 2010 graduates of 
Sleepy Hollow High School. Both were ma-
joring in Public Relations at Hofstra, from 
which Jessica received her BA in 2014, al-
most a year after her sister’s death.

by Alexander Roberts

The rivertowns have some of the strictest zon-
ing policies in the nation, designed to ensure that 
land use is tightly controlled. Yet today some 
homeowners are openly violating zoning laws 
in Irvington, Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, ad-
vertising on the Internet site Airbnb, transform-
ing their single-family houses, apartments and 
condominiums into illegal hotels and boarding 
houses.

A recent search on Airbnb for a weekend get-
away rental in Tarrytown from January 5-7, 
2018 produced 11 results (see picture).

 “Victorian elegance in a peaceful setting,” read 
the ad on Airbnb for a private room at $140 per 
night.

“Historic Sleepy Hollow,” read another Airbnb 
ad for a private room in the village for $117.

And still another, at $110 per night, “Charm-
ing Tarrytown along the Majestic Hudson!” 

According to Airdna, which tracks Airbnb 
market activity, there are 20 active rentals in Tar-

rytown, with an occupancy rate of 80% and av-
erage daily rate of $173. Growth has exploded at 
an annual rate of 52% since 2011.

None of the listings for rooms is currently 
legal under the zoning codes of the rivertowns. 
Chapter 305 of the Tarrytown Code states, “The 
terms ‘dwelling,’ ‘one-family dwelling,’ ‘two-fam-
ily dwelling,’ ‘multifamily dwelling’ or ‘dwelling 
group’ shall not be deemed to include a rooming 
house, hotel, motel, tourist home, automobile 
court or other accommodations used for tran-
sient occupancy.’”

But just as Uber has forced change in the ride-
hailing industry, Airbnb has sent Irvington, Tar-
rytown and Sleepy Hollow scrambling to deal 
with a new reality.

According to Tarrytown Building Inspector 
Dan Pennella, those who advertise rooms in pri-
vate dwellings on Airbnb risk prosecution in Vil-
lage Court, including fines of up to $250 per day 
or imprisonment. However, offering a house or 
apartment on Airbnb is legal, he explained, so 

by Morey Storck

Alex Louis is a 12-year-old 
seventh grader in the Tarrytown 
Union Free School District. 
Among the extracurricular ac-
tivities he enjoys are acting and 
drumming, a skill he has been 
studying for four years. Toward 
the end of third grade, he ap-
peared as Charlie in Charlie and 
The Chocolate Factory as his initia-
tion into theater.

The Tarrytown district had a 
special program at the end of the 
third grade year called Heritage Day when stu-
dents are encouraged to talk about what country 
their family originally came from (grandparents, 
great-grandparents, or later), and the different 
cultures that they may have brought with them. 
Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow are multi-cultural vil-
lages, and the many stories are diverse. Original 

plays are then written and 
performed by the students 
from their narratives, all un-
der the direction of Peter 
Royston, an outside contrac-
tor employed by the local Y 
and the Tarrytown/Sleepy 
Hollow school system.

It was that program, and 
his participation in it, that 
prompted Louis to say, 
“Mom, cancel swim camp. I 
want to enroll in acting class 
this summer!”
The acting itch never abated, 

and music lessons continued with drumming 
plus new attention given to piano, guitar and 
several other band instruments. Actually, band 
participation became a vital part of his social af-
ter-school activity. Acting and music skills began 
to fuse in very constructive ways.

Map of 11 room rates from 
January 5-7, 2018

Continued on page xx
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Tarrytown  
Family Settles 
Wrongful Death 
Lawsuit for  
$4.5 Million

Airbnb Brings Challenge to Zoning in 
the Rivertowns

Tarrytown Student Touring  
Country in School of Rock 
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Alex Louis

Andrea Rebello



by Elaine Marranzano

Halloween in Sleepy Hollow country is 
getting bigger every year. There are now 
more activities and more tourists than ever 
before. So, where does all that money go? 
Who benefits economically from Hallow-
een? 

The undisputed winner is Historic Hud-
son Valley. The nonprofit’s tax returns show 
soaring “program service revenues” of $4.86 
million in 2015, compared to $2.98 million 
in 2012. The income is partly generated by 
the increasing number of Halloween activi-
ties at Philipsburg Manor and Van Cort-
landt Manor.

“Our Halloween programming has grown 
as demand for it has grown,” said Rob Sch-
weitzer, Vice President of Communications 
and Commerce for Historic Hudson Valley. 

The Great Jack O Lantern Blaze at Van 
Cortlandt Manor, for example, ran for 
40 nights this year, compared to just four 
nights during its first season. 

The Sleepy Hollow Cemetery Historic 
Fund is the second big winner. The Fund, 
whose goal is to preserve and maintain the 
historic site, now offers guided walking 
tours almost every day in October at $20 for 
a two-hour tour. The Fund, which earned 
$92,000 in program service revenue in 
2012, reported almost $222,000 in 2016. 

The money is reinvested in the restoration 
of monuments and landscaping, according 

to Sleepy Hollow Cemetery Superintendent 
Jim Logan.

The Halloween season not only helps 
sustain the area’s nonprofits, but also busi-
nesses, said Anthony Giaccio, Sleepy Hol-
low village administrator. 

“It keeps those places in business, so we 
don’t have vacant buildings and their prop-
erty taxes remain to support our tax base,” 
said Giaccio. 

Nick Bell, proprietor of JP Doyle’s Res-
taurant and Public House on Beekman 
Avenue, said his October revenue has more 
than doubled from five years ago. 

“Everyone in the restaurant business is 
seeing a bump in business related to Hal-

loween tourism,” said Bell. “Everybody 
wins.”

Stores as diverse as CVS and the jewelry 
store ShayLula on Main Street benefit from 
the Halloween bump as well.

“It is the most fabulous thing,” said Col-
leen Goudie, ShayLula’s owner. “Halloween 
is like Christmas in October and it is all 
from the tourists.”

The villages do not benefit directly from 
increased sales tax. The tax is collected by 
Westchester County and redistributed an-
nually based on population. Last year, 
Sleepy Hollow received $1.6 million in sales 
tax from the county. 

“Tourism is important to the village in 
many ways, but sales tax isn’t one of them,” 
said Giaccio. 

The two major Halloween events spon-
sored by the villages are, in fact, money los-
ers. Sleepy Hollow’s Haunted Hayride costs 
the village between $10,000 and $15,000 
each year to execute, mainly in police and 
public works employee overtime. The Tar-
rytown Halloween parade is also not profit-
able, but then it is not intended to be.

“The purpose of the parade is to bring 
people to the village to share in good will 
and to shop at stores or dine at restaurants,” 
said Richard Slingerland, Tarrytown Village 

Administrator. 
And it works. Angel Rafter, owner of A 

Nu Toy Store on Main Street, kept her shop 
open for the first time during this year’s pa-
rade. 

“I would say there were easily double the 
number of people from out-of-town this 
year looking for something to do.” she said. 
“I finally had to announce at nine o’clock 
that they had to leave because I was tired 
and wanted to go home.” 

The rise in tourism is partly due to the 
promotion of greater Sleepy Hollow as a 
destination by Historic Hudson Valley and 
the Sleepy Hollow Cemetery.

“We function as a mini-tourism bureau,” 
said Schweitzer. “We are extending the 
brand that Washington Irving created 200 
years ago with The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”

Hotels promoted by Historic Hudson 
Valley are often fully-booked on October 
weekends and are able to charge higher rates 
due to increasing demand. 

“The most surprising thing for tourists is 
that there is not a hotel in Sleepy Hollow,” 
said Tina Zagrobelny, executive director of 
the Sleepy Hollow/Tarrytown Chamber of 
Commerce. “One couple flew in from Cali-
fornia with no hotel reservations and no 
tickets to anything. I felt so bad for them.”

Despite all the activities, merchants say 
more needs to be done to capitalize on Hal-
loween.

“With the branding of the village, we are 
doing something right, but we need to do 
more.” said Bell. “There is still nothing for 
the tourists to do during the day.”
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Halloween is like Christmas  
in October and it is all from  

the tourists. 
—Colleen Goudie, ShayLula’s owner

Annual Tarrytown Halloween Parade helps attract people to frequent local businesses.     — Photo Credit: Sunny Mclean

Who benefits from Halloween in Sleepy Hollow Country?
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by Rick Pezzullo

An on-line petition, spearheaded by a 
Port Chester man that opposes naming 
the new bridge for former Governor Mario 
Cuomo, has attracted more than 101,000 
signatures to date.

Dr. Monroe Mann, 40, started the peti-
tion on Change.org on November 2 and 
stated the public should have had input 
before the state Legislature voted in June 
to support Governor Andrew Cuomo’s re-
quest to have the New NY Bridge honor 
his late father.

“While Mr. Cuomo may be deserving 
of something named after him, it should 
not be at the expense of history, and the 
original settlers of our land: the Tappan In-
dians and the Dutch.  And certainly not 

at taxpayer expense,” Mann stated on the 
website. “The name Tappan Zee has no 
politics associated with it.  And it properly 
recognizes the true founders of this land: 
the Tappan Indians and the Dutch. Plus, it 
sounds cool to say, ‘I’m taking the Tappan 
Zee.’  It does not sound cool to say, ‘I’m 
taking the Cuomo.’ Come on people!”

“Out of curiosity, why didn’t the taxpay-
ers have a direct vote since we are the ones 
who ultimately paid for it, and will through 
toll taxes?” Mann continued. “Didn’t a 
large part of the funding come from a 
FEDERAL grant? That is OUR bridge. 
America’s bridge. New York’s bridge. Last I 
checked, Mario Cuomo and his family did 
not personally contribute hundreds of mil-
lions to its construction...It is time for Al-
bany to do the right thing: bring back the 

former name of the Tappan Zee Bridge.”
Mann later maintained he wasn’t against 

having the Cuomo name associated with 
the bridge as long as Tappan Zee remained 
in some form.

“The original bridge was called the 
Governor Malcolm Wilson–Tappan Zee 
Bridge, known commonly as the Tappan 
Zee. So why can’t the new one be called 
the Governors Cuomo/Wilson—Tappan 
Zee Bridge?” he stated. “In this way, we 

recognize Cuomo while not destroying the 
bridge’s true namesake. Why shouldn’t this 
happen? The answer: there is NO reason. It 
should happen immediately, at very mini-
mum. At best, it should just be the Tappan 
Zee Bridge.”

In published reports, Andrew Cuomo 
has labeled the opposition “vindictive” and 
stressed the bill was passed in late June by 
about 90 percent of legislators in the As-
sembly and Senate. 

Petition Circulating Opposing Naming of Tappan Zee 
for Mario Cuomo

Annual Tarrytown Halloween Parade helps attract people to frequent local businesses.     — Photo Credit: Sunny Mclean

“While Mr. Cuomo may be deserving of something named after him,  
it should not be at the expense of history, and the original settlers of our land: 

the Tappan Indians and the Dutch.” 
—Dr. Monroe Mann



Must present coupon at time of order. Coupon cannot be combined
with insurance or any other offer or discount. Offer expires 12/31/2017.
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by Robert Kimmel             

  Two Tarrytown residents, Karen Brown 
and Antoinette Klatzky, were among those 
selected by 914INC Magazine to receive its 
annual Women in Business Awards 

Brown and Klatzky were included among 
the 17 described by the magazine as, “an 
elite group of Westchester County women 
who have demonstrated a consistent level 
of success in their respective fields and have 
made a lasting impact on both the econo-
my and in their communities.” 

The women chosen were “nominated by 
their supervisors, peers and co-workers,” 
and vetted by its editors, according to the 
magazine. At its seventh annual awards 
luncheon last month, The Westchester Mag-
azine publication honored the winners in 
four categories: entrepreneurs, executives, 
non-profit, and government leaders.   

Brown is a Village Trustee and business 
owner, and Klatsky is the Executive Direc-
tor of the Eileen Fisher Leadership Insti-
tute, (EFLI), and a Core Team member of 
Eileen Fisher Lifework. 

With her husband Kevin, Brown owns 
the Hudson Barter Exchange, based in-
Elmsford. She is president and he is CEO. 
They opened the company in 2008, and it 
now serves Westchester, Rockland, Bergen, 
Putnam, Dutchess, Orange, and Fairfield 
counties, offering what it describes as “trad-
ing opportunities throughout the country 
through a network of barter partnerships.”  

“We started with a good idea, and the 
business has grown successfully,” Brown 
said. The company serves hundreds of 
small and large companies in the region, 
facilitating the trading of goods and servic-
es. At this newspaper’s inception, in 2006, 
Brown was Director of Advertising sales for 
a two-year period. 

Prior to election to the Board of Trustees, 
Brown had a lengthy tenure as a member of 

the village’s Zoning Board of Appeals. She 
and her husband have lived in Tarrytown 
for more than 20 years, and their twins 
went through the local school system, grad-
uating from Sleepy Hollow High School. 
They are now juniors in college.  

When she ran for trustee, Brown stated 
that, “I would like to increase community 
outreach to get even more Tarrytown resi-
dents onto village committees and boards 
thus ensuring Tarrytown’s prosperity into 
the future,” a goal she continues to priori-
tize. She believes her business endeavors are 
driven by “my entrepreneurial spirit,” and 
she feels that her experience in dealing with 
business and economic matters is helpful in 
her role as a trustee.  

Klatzky said she was “delighted... and felt 
honored to be recognized with a brilliant 
group of women, both in this round of 
914INC awardees, and in the years prior,” 
by a magazine she respected. 

Prior to being a resident in Tarrytown for 
the past three years, Klatzky lived briefly in 
Irvington and has worked there for eight 

years. She was the co-creator of EFLI in 
2010, an undertaking of the Eileen Fisher 
Community Foundation, and which be-
gan as a small pilot project with 11 par-
ticipants. Aimed at promoting leadership 
among young women, it had as many as 
1,400 persons engaged in its programs and 
activities last year. 

Klatzky described her inspiration as hav-
ing come from her mother and her travels 
around the world during her teenage and 
college years, where she spent time helping 
to “build women’s clinics and other forms 
of global service learning. The experiences 
drove me back to Westchester where I got 
passionate about supporting causes I cared 
about, making positive changes in my lo-
cal community and staying connected as 
global citizens as well,” she stated.                                                                      

Driven by the same inspirations, Klatzky 
has undertaken other roles, which include 
co-chair of Westchester Women’s Agenda, 
which she stated is a “coalition that values 
and actively works for gender equality, with 
the Theater of the Oppressed NYC, an or-
ganization sharing innovative tools for so-
cial change, and the Presencing Institute, a 
community of practice for individual and 

collective transformation rooted in care-
fully constructed methodology.”                                                                                                                          

“One of my most recent excitements,” 
Klatzky noted, “has been to work with Ei-
leen Fisher and share her leadership prac-
tices with the Westchester community 
through our newest initiative in Irvington, 
‘Lifework,’ a signature program that sup-
ports individuals and businesses in their 
journey of authentic leadership, bring-
ing mindfulness practices in our lives and 
work.” 

Klatzky’s earlier employment included 
work at Sarah Lawrence College’s office of 
community partnerships, and at the White 
Plains YMCA, where she developed a non-
profit organization. Recently, she was a re-
cipient of the Westchester Business Coun-
cil’s Rising Stars Under Forty Award. 

A third woman with past connections 
to Tarrytown was also among the 914INC  
honorees. Cynthia Rubino, President & 
CEO, YMCA of Central & Northern 
Westchester, was the village’s administrator  
from 1996 to1999.

Brown, Klatzky Earn “Women in Business Awards”

Karen Brown Antoinette Klatzky

Brown and Klatzky were  
included among the 17  

described by 914INC Magazine  
as, “an elite group of  

Westchester County women 
who have demonstrated a  

consistent level of success in 
their respective fields and have  
made a lasting impact on both 

the economy and in their  
communities.” 



by Maria Ann Roglieri

Students Collect Items for  
Hurricane Victims

Main Street School students did their part 
in making a difference in the world by col-
lecting items for the victims of hurricanes 
Irma and Maria, which devastated commu-
nities in Puerto Rico and the Caribbean is-
lands. 36 fourth-graders and 15 fifth-graders 
collected items, such as diapers, baby food, 
soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes, towels, 
batteries, flashlights, first aid supplies, and 
garbage bags.

Sleepy Hollow Producer  
Announces New Show 

Jane Dubin is excited to announce that 
her theater company, Houses on the Moon, 
was selected to be part of New York Theater 
Workshop’s new initiative, Next Door at 
NYTW.  Their show De Novo will run from 
12/1 to 12/22 in NYC at 83 East 4th Street. 

For more information go to www.Houses 
OnTheMoon.org. In Broadway news, Jane 
is a co-producer of the new show Farinelli 
and the King, starring Mark Rylance, which 
begins performances on December 5th.  

Irvington Presbyterian Church’s 
Annual Messiah Concert

The Messiah Concert will be on Sunday, 
December 10 at 4 p.m. 

New Twitter Account for  
Tarrytown PD

The Tarrytown Police Department has 
opened its own Twitter account: #tarry-
townpd. According to Chief John Barbalet, 
the purpose is to connect with millennials 
in the village.

Chanukah Village in Irvington

On December 17 from 1 to 4 p.m. at 101 
Main St. in Irvington, you can experience 
Chanukah like never before. Stores will be 
offering Chanukah-themed activities in-
cluding a horse-drawn carriage ride with 
Judah Maccabee, building a fidget dreidel, 
a holiday train ride, a giant gelt drop, Cha-
nukah crafts, Chanukah nails, latkes, hot 
chocolate and more.
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Between the fourth and fi fth grades, 
Louis auditioned for the Hudson Valley 
Shakespeare Festival, “a 20-week perfor-
mance-based training program for com-
mitted, early career actors who have a pas-
sion for Shakespeare, and want to develop 
the skills necessary to create innovative, 
collaborative theater in extraordinary spac-
es.” Only six to eight actors are invited into 
the program each season. Louis was one 
of them. Th e following season, Louis was 
invited back to do Th e Winter’s Tale. So, 
at this time, looking around for an agent 
seemed appropriate.

During this learning and nurturing stage, 
Louis had heard from some of his fellow 
acting students and friends about some-
thing called open auditions for a Broad-
way hit show, School of Rock. “Why not?” 
he thought. And, after seeing the show on 
Broadway, he defi nitely was excited. But 
into each life a little rain must fall, and the 
audition did not go well. Up until then, 

Louis had experienced unusual success, 
but this was something new. A few months 
later, an agent’s call produced more audi-
tions and call-backs, which brought down 
the number of viable candidates to two, of 
which Louis was one. But, in the end, the 
director decided to keep the actor already 
in the part.

Last August, Louis received another call 
while vacationing at Cape Cod with his 
parents. Th ey wanted him to audition for 
the School of Rock national touring com-
pany. “No, absolutely, no! Alex has had 
enough highs and lows to last for a while. 
Leave the kid alone now,” Pamela, his 
mom, insisted. But she had not conferred 
with Alex. “I want to go. Th is is my big 
chance. Th e third time is the charm!” he 
pleaded. And, it was.

Now, the rush. Th e adrenaline. Th e script 
readings, the fi ttings, the wardrobe, the 
scheduling, the cast meeting, the rehears-
als and the logistics were all jumbled into a 

very short time frame. On top of all of that 
were new rules and regulations. Louis was 
hired as a “swing actor.” So, along with 15 
other swings and understudies, he was now 
back-up to four on-stage actors who, for 
some reason, one might not be able to go-
on for an immediate performance. Back-
stage decisions were often made suddenly 
and swiftly. Th erefore, the ensemble cast, 
swings and understudies had to be fully 
rehearsed and ready at all performances. 
Th at was a lot for a 12-year-old, new-kid-
on-the-block, to absorb and sort out. 

From Chicago, Louis recently comment-
ed on his touring adventures, that, so far, 
had taken him and his mother to Roches-
ter, Columbus, Pittsburgh, Hartford, and 
now, Chicago. “Awesome!” he exclaimed, 
“Everybody is cool, willing to help, and 
do. I’m learning a lot, meeting new people, 
seeing the country and diff erent cities, try-
ing new foods, and making new friends. So 
fun!” He is contracted for six months, and 
has an option for six more, if everything 
works out well. Perhaps, what put the icing 
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long as the entire dwelling is rented out and 
the homeowner or lessor still maintains it as 
their primary residence.

In November 2016, Tarrytown issued 
several written warnings to homeowners 
demanding they remove listings on Airbnb, 
citing a violation of local zoning. Ben Sands 
received one of those notices, after several 
months of having a spare guest room rented 
constantly on Airbnb to rave reviews.  

“Everybody wants to visit the river-
towns,” said Sands. “We had a New York 
Times editor, Old Croton Aqueduct Trail 
hikers, participants at a Stone Barns con-
ference, and other tourists. Th ey almost 
never came with cars, walked everywhere, 

shopped in the stores and ate in the down-
town restaurants.”

Tarrytown and Irvington study 
possible regulation

Sands withdrew his listing but remains 
active on a village subcommittee consider-
ing whether Tarrytown zoning should be 
changed to allow residents to rent rooms 
in their homes. Included on the subcom-
mittee are Tarrytown Mayor Drew Fixell 
and a representative of the Comprehensive 
Plan Update Committee. Allowing Airbnb 
rentals could enhance revenues to the vil-
lage if room rentals became subject to the 
village’s three percent hotel tax. Sands said 

that while Tarrytown has enforced the law 
against transient room rentals, Fixell said 
it’s because of complaints that renters are 
being contacted. 

 Under a provision aimed mostly at pro-
viding housing for students, it is currently 
legal in Irvington to rent out one room in 
a single-family home. To a limited extent, 
that would cover some Airbnb rentals. 
Meanwhile, the village’s Comprehensive 
Planning Committee is considering an 
amendment to the village’s Zoning Code 
that would allow more extensive rental op-
portunities – including Airbnbs – as a way 
of off setting property tax increases brought 
about by the recent Greenburgh reassess-

ment.
Sleepy Hollow Mayor Ken Wray said 

there have been no complaints in his com-
munity, and the village doesn’t pursue Airb-
nb advertisers.

Tarrytown’s village administrator, Rich-
ard Slingerland, however, said the village 
must examine all the ramifi cations of le-
galization for local neighborhoods, impact 
on parking, and potential removal of apart-
ments from the rental market to service 
tourists.

“A decision on whether to legalize use of 
Airbnb will not happen immediately,” he 
said, “but it’s defi nitely something we will 
look at in the next three to six months.”

Continued from page 1

Airbnb

Continued on page 7



by Barrett Seaman  

The title of the November 8th panel dis-
cussion at the Pace University School of 
Law was clearly worded to get the public’s 
attention—as well as to draw an audience: 
“How will all the lights stay on when In-
dian Point closes?”

As it turned out, that question was rela-
tively easy to answer. More difficult were 
questions about the economic and en-
vironmental hurdles that must be over-
come between now and April 2021, when 
the second of the two nuclear reactors is 
scheduled to shut down for good. Under 
the agreement announced last January and 
signed by New York State, the environ-
mental group Riverkeeper and Entergy, 
the energy giant that owns the facility in 
Buchanan, NY, the first reactor will go dor-
mant a year earlier, in 2020.

Leading off the panel was Michael Du-
Long, Riverkeeper’s principal negotiator for 
the agreement. He recapped the rationale 
for closing the two reactors, which were 
built in the mid-1970s and have produced 
some 2,000 megawatts of power annually 
since. Over the years, however, the plant 
site has accumulated 1,500 tons of spent 
fuel rods. Leaked radioactive tritium and 
strontium have formed plumes out into 
the Hudson. Each year, an estimated one 
billion fish have been killed either by being 
sucked into the plant’s huge water filters or 
by the water heat generated by the plant.

Mechanical failures have plagued the re-
actors over the years as well. Inspections 
have uncovered corroded baffle bolts that 
keep the reactor vessels pressurized. A 
transformer exploded in 2015. Critics say 
the plant’s security plan is inadequate, leav-
ing it vulnerable to attack by air or from 
the river, and, as DuLong repeated, “there 
is no credible plan to evacuate the 20 mil-
lion people who live within a 50-mile radi-
us.” Moreover, said DuLong, Entergy “did 
not want to do what was needed to make 
it safe.”

As for replacing the 2,000 megawatts of 
power lost due to the closing, DuLong and 
other panelists were in agreement that New 
York State has the wherewithal to bring 
in more than enough electricity through 
a combination of transmission upgrades, 
greater use of renewable energy sources and 
increased efficiency. 

Fully half of the replacement mega-watt-
age is expected to come via the Champlain 
Hudson Extension, a transmission link 
that will bring power generated by dams 
in Quebec down the Hudson Valley to 
the New York metropolitan area. The an-
ticipated start date for the construction of 
that linkage, which is now fully permitted, 
is 2019. Pending negotiations with suppli-
ers and utilities, it could begin providing 
power to this area in 2022. New York State 
claims that, all told, it has 4,600 megawatts 
poised to come on line, though DuLong 
cautioned that a significant piece of that 
comes from anticipated natural gas pro-
duction. 

To help put Indian Point’s capacity in 

perspective, panelist Karl D. Rabago, Ex-
ecutive Director of Pace’s Energy and Cli-
mate Center, noted that the two reactors 
represent a small percentage of the state’s 
overall capacity, albeit the equivalent of 
25% of the demand by New York City and 
Westchester County. “But if it shut down 
now,” he observed, “we would not have to 
unscrew one out of four light bulbs.”

The key, said Rabago, with agreement 
from other panelists, is not just in adding 
capacity but also in increasing efficiency. 
Currently, New York State is improving its 
energy efficiency by only half a percent a 
year, where the goal is two percent. By con-
trast, Massachusetts has been improving by 
three percent annually. 

One way efficiency is being achieved is 
through Combined Heat and Power sys-
tems which bring together the production 
of building heat with that of building elec-
tricity, where they have traditionally been 
generated separately. According to Rabago, 
New York State has the potential to real-
ize nearly 7,000 megawatts  of savings by 
combining heat and power, mostly in large 
buildings like hospitals, factories and office 
buildings.

The legislature in Albany is currently 
fashioning a bill that would mandate 0.4% 
annual energy savings by utilities across the 
state. Separately, New York City has legisla-
tion pending that would require old build-
ings to retrofit their heating and power 
systems as well as meet higher efficiency 
standards for all new buildings. 

Most of the savings, Rabago emphasized, 
will come from individuals and communi-
ties adopting energy-saving practices. Sav-
ings will be achieved, he says, “one window, 
one furnace, one house at a time.”

For its part, the state’s goal is to get 75% 
of its total energy from wind and/or so-
lar by 2050 with an interim 50% goal by 

2030. The state already gets a quarter of its 
power through renewables, most of it from 
hydroelectric dams. 

According to DuLong, the impact of In-
dian Point’s closure on utility rates will be 
minimal — between $1 and $5-per-month 
for each Westchester household, depend-

ing on the mix of energy sources.
Of greater concern to the panelists at 

Pace are the environmental and socioeco-
nomic effects of closure. Peter D. Wolf, 
a Hastings attorney, CEO of the Center 
for Sustainable Development and co-host 
of the panel, said: “Between now and the 
time of closure will probably be the most 
dangerous.”

From an environmental standpoint, there 
are several concerns: how to dispose of the 
spent fuel rods at a time when the federal 
government has made no progress on creat-
ing a secure national storage area; how to 
clean up the 240-acre site; how to safely de-
commission the plant when the owner, En-
tergy, has no incentive to maintain it and 
when, in the view of the panelists, outside 
funding is insufficient to the task. 

The economic impact will be significant, 
the panelists agreed. Tim Carey, the Energy 
Conservation and Sustainability Director 
for the county, referred to by Wolf as West-
chester’s energy tsar, estimated that in addi-
tion to the 1,000 Entergy employees who 
will be idled, an additional 1,000 ancillary 
jobs will disappear. Moreover, surrounding 
municipalities, principally Buchanan and 
Montrose will lose some $32 million in tax 
revenues—a third of the school budget and 
half of Buchanan’s entire municipal budget, 
said Carey. The closure agreement includes 
a $15 million community support fund to 
facilitate “a just transition,” but that num-
ber is widely viewed as inadequate. 
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on the cake, was his four, on-stage perfor-
mances in Chicago, in front of a big-city 
audience. “Awesome.”

Not everything is comfort food. By law, 
the show must provide 15 hours of school 
instruction per week, plus additional study 
periods. Therefore, three tutors are on staff. 
A typical day: up at about 10:30 a.m., 
breakfast, tutoring and study, rehearsal, 
dinner, make-up and performance back-
up (if needed), and if there is no open-mic 
planned, to bed to be ready for tomorrow. 
What is an open-mic gig? Pamela Louis 
points out that whenever they get to a new 
city and get their new accommodations 
set up, Alex opens his door, and the other 
musicians of the ensemble come in to jam. 
“They’re good. Very good. Whenever and 
wherever it’s possible, open-mic venues are 
found locally for the kids to play. Jaws drop 

when they do, and a good time is had by 
all. On those nights they get to bed a little 
later,” she said.

Note: Alex was recently diagnosed with 
Synesthesia. According to Psychology Today, 
it is a neurological condition in which a 
person experiences “crossed” responses to 
stimuli. It occurs when stimulation of one 
sensory or cognitive pathway (e.g.,hearing) 
leads to automatic, involuntary experiences 
in a second sensory or cognitive pathway 
(e.g., vision). That may explain his perfect 
pitch, recognizing the sounds of separate 
musical instruments within a performing 
orchestra, and the seeing of different “col-
ors” during conversations and musical per-
formances.

But for now, there’s sunny beaches and 
clear, cool water, plus all that other stuff. 
Awesome. 

Continued from page 6

School of Rock

“There is no credible plan to evacuate the 20 million people 
who live within a 50-mile radius. Moreover, Entergy did not 

want to do what was needed to make it safe.” 
—Michael DuLong



by Robert Kimmel 

Greenburgh has opened the way for the 
town’s largest employer, Regeneron Phar-
maceuticals, Inc., to structure a major ex-
pansion close to its headquarters in Tarry-
town. 

The Town Board found that a potential 
1,000,000 square foot development by 
Loop Road Holdings, LLC, a subsidiary of 
Regeneron, would not have any significant 
negative environmental impacts, and last 
month approved the company’s site plan 
application. The 100 acre parcel where it 
intends to build is just south of its head-
quarters and is now vacant. 

Lauding the proposed project, Town Su-
pervisor Paul Feiner noted, “Regeneron has 
continued to grow rapidly and will now 
have the opportunity to consider creating 
a campus with nine buildings...of research 
and development and related spaces in the 
Town of Greenburgh as they evaluate their 
future expansion options.” 

“The architectural renderings submit-
ted in support of the plan are remarkable,” 
Feiner said. “The approved plan was de-
signed to have a village-like feel and in-
corporates structured parking, plaza space, 
outdoor collaboration space, and integrat-
ed open space in environmentally sustain-
able buildings.” 

Regeneron, whose headquarters is at 777 
Old Saw Mill River Road in Tarrytown, 

gave no additional specifics regarding its 
expansion or potential employment growth 
locally; however, its Director of Corporate 
Communications, Alexandra Bowie, pro-
vided this statement: “Regeneron contin-
ues to expand as we advance our mission 
of bringing important new medicines to 
people with serious diseases. This recent 
site plan approval will provide us the flex-
ibility to potentially expand our research 
and development campus in the future as 
needed. We appreciate the continued sup-
port of our communities, county and New 
York State in helping us plan for our ongo-
ing growth.”

Feiner, described the company as, “an 
innovator in the life science industry,” 
and added, “The potential expansion will 
further cement the growth of this bio-
tech cluster in the Town of Greenburgh, 
Westchester County and New York State, 
and builds upon the vision laid out by the 
Town Board in the Town of Greenburgh’s 
Comprehensive Plan.” Feiner commented, 
“The Town Board is proud to support the 
continued growth of Regeneron.” 

Regeneron recently received recognition 
for its employment practices. Science mag-
azine gave the company top status as the 
world’s “#1 Biopharma and Pharmaceuti-
cal Employer” for the fifth time. It is the 
seventh consecutive year that Regeneron 
has had the first or second top employer 
ranking in the magazine’s annual survey 

of the biotech and pharmaceutical indus-
try. It stands as the magazine’s most highly 
ranked company over the past decade. Re-
generon has more than 6,000 employees at 
its various locations. 

The magazine stated, “Survey respon-
dents rated Regeneron highly based on 
23 characteristics, including financial 
strength, easy adaptation to change and a 
research-driven environment. Employees 
rated Regeneron highest when it came to 
having a clear vision for the future, being 

socially responsible and treating colleagues 
with respect.”

Regeneron was founded in 1988 by phy-
sician scientists, Leonard S. Schleifer, Al-
ferd G. Gilman, and Eric M. Shooter. A 
recent announcement regarding its presen-
tation at a healthcare conference noted that 
the company’s ability to “...translate science 
into medicine has led to six FDA-approved 
treatments and over a dozen product can-
didates in development, all of which were 
homegrown in our laboratories.”

Regeneron Expansion Approved by Town of Greenburgh
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The Hudson Valley Writers’ Center annual benefit gala this year named Sr. Susan 
Gardella, Executive Director of the RSHM LIFE Center in Sleepy Hollow, as one of 
the honorees for her decades of service to the families and youth of the commu-
nity. The benefit also paid tribute to HVWC board treasurer and author Jim Tilley 
for his dedication to the organization and renowned poet/memoirist Nick Flynn. 
The event was held at Tappan Hill Mansion in Tarrytown on Nov. 17. Proceeds 
from the night will go toward general support of the HVWC, a nonprofit located in 
the Philipse Manor Train Station building, and to the outreach writing workshops 
they bring to the LIFE Center and other community centers in the region.



Photo by Liflander Photography
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by Robert Kimmel 

Public input has continued to be a major 
part of Tarrytown’s pursuit of a new Com-
prehensive Plan to determine the village’s 
future development. What began more 
than three years ago as a project to scope 
out a new vision for the Metro-North train 
station area and waterfront has bonded into 
the broader task encompassing the entire 
village, and its residents are offering their 
ideas about that undertaking. 

A “Public Visioning Workshop” took 
place last month as a follow-up to one in 
September, and a final workshop is antici-
pated early in the coming year, likely in Feb-
ruary.  A wide range of subjects, many from 
earlier workshops, came under review at the 
November meeting at Warner Library with 
separate break-out sessions for the dozens of 
attendees. As participants offered additional 
suggestions or opinions, they were listed on 
poster charts.  

Word from the village’s Comprehensive 
Plan Working Group is that it is “deeply in-
volved in the review of public feedback.” It 
is also dealing with the “structure as well as 
the draft goals, policies, actions and ongo-
ing management,” as it develops the Plan. 
What it is emphasizing now is “working to 
bring all the stakeholders into the discussion 
about what these goals and criteria will be 
and to refine the boundaries of the develop-
ment area.”

Given the variety of topics involved, it 

is safe to assume that there is 
plenty of work ahead. As it is 
set up, a Village Steering Com-
mittee, the Planning Board, a 
Zoning Working Group and 
other village officials, along 
with a consulting firm, WXY 
architecture + urban design, 
are reporting to the Board 
of Trustees as the effort pro-
gresses. The aim is to have the 
Comprehensive Plan complet-
ed by this coming May.  

Among topics at the work-
shop, the “Economy,” and 
“Built Environment” delved 
into “land use and develop-
ment to promote sustainable 
growth.” When a roundtable 
discussion focused on “Cre-
ating more affordable housing and ensur-
ing the continued diversity of the village 
through multifamily, senior, and other af-
fordable units,” it drew “a lot of traction 
with participants,” according to the Work-
ing Group. “Expanding the mix of uses in 
business and office districts and creating 
space for new types of businesses,” also cap-
tured attention amid the discussions. 

Within the topic of “Mobility,” getting 
around in the village, and the possibility of 
“reducing dependence on personal vehicles,” 
there was dialogue on the parking problem 
and sharing transportation to avoid conges-
tion. How best to “manage parking access 

and demand as a village amenity,” motivat-
ed suggestions ranging from valet parking 
and increasing public spaces, to embracing 
public use of private lots with unused spaces 
adjacent to the downtown business area. 

As for reducing personal vehicle use, in-
centive car pooling, bicycle paths, and a lo-
cal trolley type service were among the sug-
gestions discussed by participants. However, 
“Don’t trade parking for bike lanes,” was the 
sentiment expressed by one resident, whose 
concern reflected many in the business 
community.  “Stop overflow of traffic on 
Route 9 into neighborhoods,” came from 
another resident.     

Still to be determined is how to 
improve the means of reaching 
the village’s business area from the 
train station which had been an 
early concern for those working on 
“Tarrytown Connected,” the name 
which now embraces both the ex-
pected Train Station Zoning revi-
sions and the Comprehensive Plan. 
“The planning vision for the Station 
Area will be articulated as part of 
the larger Comprehensive Plan,” ac-
cording to an explanation from the 
Working Group.   

Other topics at the workshop 
dealt with “Community, Culture 
and Education,” “Natural Envi-
ronment and Open Space,” and 
“Sustainability and Resiliency.” 
The environmental aspect led to 

considerations about “expanding efforts to 
mitigate climate change locally, establishing 
goals, policies and programs to reduce emis-
sions and waste.” 

Solutions were also sought on how to 
“strengthen community resources and insti-
tutions focused on health and safety” and 
the means to “connect and enhance open 
space and recreational resources.”

The planners continue their interest in 
hearing from the public, and comments or 
suggestions may be emailed to connected@
tarrytowngov.com. A summary of the work-
shop activities, and other information can 
be found at www.tarrytownconnected.com.

Tarrytown Planners Focus on Public Input with Comp Plan

A “Public Visioning Workshop” was held at Warner Library.
—Photo by: WXY architecture + urban design
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by Barrett Seaman   

It’s an unusual look for a storage facility: 
a pair of Big Ben-like clocks that chime at 
noon and a series of framed Norman Rock-
well painting replicas that light up at night 
adorning the three-story exterior wall. But 
then again Tarrytown Self-Storage, which 
opens for business in early December, is an 
unusual exemplar of a growing industry in 
Westchester, the region and the country. 

The new facility, located at the base of 
the north ramp of the H-Bridge over the 
Metro North tracks, is nowhere near as big 
as some self-storage places—like the giant 
Westy’s on Saw Mill River Road in Elms-
ford. But it boasts over 40 different space 
configurations, ranging from ones the size 
of a doghouse on up. Some units are being 
fitted as cedar closets with clothes-hanging 
racks for seasonal storage; others in the 
temperature-controlled building could be 
used as wine cellars. 

Peter Ferraro Sr., founder of Westchester 
Self-Storage, which operates the new facil-
ity, calls it “white glove” service.  For those 
who can’t schlep their own stuff, the firm 
will handle the move—including packing 
it up. There’s a lounge with free coffee for 
clients, and music circulates throughout 

the building.
Ferraro has been in the business for 28 

years. His first facility was and is in Bed-
ford Hills, but he has since expanded to 
Yorktown, Sullivan County and now in 
Tarrytown. Next spring, they will break 
ground on a second Tarrytown facility, on 
the site of the On-Track indoor sports facil-

ity, south of the railroad station.
Peter Ferraro Sr., who lives in Pleas-

antville, will not be involved in the daily 
management of Tarrytown Self-Storage. 
His three sons—all graduates of the Jack 
Welch College of Business at Sacred Heart 
University in Connecticut—will run the 
company. Peter Jr., the Chief Financial Of-

ficer, was recently named Top CFO by the 
Westchester County Business Journal. Paul 
is Vice President of Construction and De-
velopment, and Philip is Vice President of 
Operations. 

Ferraro Sr. will devote his time to manag-
ing the New York State Self-Storage Asso-
ciation (NYSSA), which provides an infor-
mation network for a growing industry in 
the state, as well as a voice in Albany.  From 
his new perch as the Association’s CEO, 
he sees self-storage as an entrenched part 
of the landscape going forward –“a part of 
Americana like Walmart and McDonalds,” 
he says.

To see the potential market for the two 
new Tarrytown facilities, one need look no 
further than the Hudson shoreline behind 
the Ferraros’ new place to the west: dozens 
upon dozens of new 1,200-to-1,500-sq.-ft. 
condominiums going up—many of them 
occupied by downsizing empty nesters in 
need of a place to put those extra beds and 
family photos. Small businesses, adds Fer-
raro, operating without expansive offices, 
need space to store inventory and records. 
“As long as people are in transit or downsiz-
ing, as long as there are small businesses,” 
predicts Ferraro, “we’ll just keep growing.”

New (And Different) Self-Storage Spaces Coming to Tarrytown
Business

Paul, Peter Jr., Peter 
Sr. and Philip Ferraro.

—Photo by: Jesse Rinka
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Viewfi nder

1.   833 participants crossed the fi nish 
line in the 8th annual Sleepy Hollow 
Rivertown Runners Halloween 10K on 
October 28.

2.  The TaSH Farmers Market closed for 
the 2017 season in November.

3.  The Haunted Hayride in Sleepy Hollow 
was a scary experience for many.

4.  The front lawn of Sleepy Hollow High 
School was covered with American 
fl ags in honor of Veterans Day.

5.  Veterans Day ceremonies were held at 
Patriots Park.

— Photos by: Sunny Mclean
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by Rick Pezzullo

A new thrift shop in the Community 
Opportunity Center in Tarrytown has the 
distinction of being the first enterprise in 
Westchester County run almost entirely by 
people with intellectual and learning dis-
abilities.

Thrifty Finds, located at 105 Wildey 
Street, was the brainchild of YAI (Young 
Adult Institute) Westchester Direct Sup-
port Provider Dyna Denis, who felt such a 
venture would be beneficial for individuals 
in the program.

“A lot of these people, if they didn’t have 
these opportunities, they end up sitting 
at home,” Denis said. “To start this was a 
team effort, and everything fell into place.”

Denis and fellow YAI staffer Bridget Es-

tridge oversee about 15 people who work 
Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. taking inventory, stocking shelves and 
interacting with customers who frequent 
the second-floor shop in search of bargains 
and hidden treasures.

“It’s a remarkable little 
place,” said Richard Weber, 
director of strategic com-
munications and external 
relations for YAI, which 
supports more than 20,000 

individuals with disabilities and their fami-
lies.

Revenue generated at Thrifty Finds helps 
support other programs in YAI West-
chester’s day habilitation center on White 

Plains Road in Tarrytown.
“Our store is just one small example of 

how YAI helps thousands of people with 
IDD (Intellectual or Developmental Dis-
abilities)  every year,” Estridge said. “It tru-
ly reflects the extraordinary potential that 
people with disabilities have to live a full 
and meaningful life.”

“I love coming to the thrift shop because 
it’s fun,” said Luz, who works at Thrifty 
Finds. “The people there are so nice.”

Thrifty Finds is always looking for dona-
tions, which are tax deductible. Goods can 
be dropped off at the Community Oppor-
tunity Center, 105 Wildey Street, Monday 
through Friday, or other arrangements can 
be made by contacting John Meola, YAI 
Supervisor of Vocational Teams, at (914) 
631-2400 or john.meola@yai.org.

By Anna Young

At a time when many families are strug-
gling to make ends meet, the Community 
Food Pantry of Sleepy Hollow and Tar-
rytown provides groceries to hundreds of 
families in need every month. 

In an effort to take care of an average 
of 250 hungry families, Rachelle Gebler, 
president of the food pantry, said volun-
teers carefully select nutritious foods and 
fresh produce following doctors’ guidelines 
and running the charitable organization as 
a healthy choice pantry. 

“There are a lot of kids in these families 
and we want to make sure they’re getting 
the healthiest food possible,” Gebler said. 
“We really do try to stay away from pur-
chasing foods with empty calories that 
aren’t nutritious. I wouldn’t give out food I 
wouldn’t eat myself.” 

Despite the pantry spending $6,000 each 
month on roughly 4,000 pounds of food, 

support from the Green Thumb Challenge 
Grant has allowed them to provide each 
family with at least two bags of fresh pro-
duce every month. Along with non-perish-
able items like grains, pasta and beans, cli-
ents will also receive a healthy meat option. 

Gebler added that clients are also given 
the opportunity to look through the pantry 
and decide what they want to take home 
before distribution day. 

Distribution is the second Thursday of 
each month from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and 
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

“If they don’t want canned beans or don’t 
need pasta, they don’t need to take it,” Ge-
bler said. “It maintains some dignity on the 
part of the client that they get to decide 
what’s best for them and their family.”

Families are also enlisted in the pantry’s 
Farmer’s Market token program, a program 
where clients are given tokens to buy Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) approved products at the Tarry-

town and Sleepy Hollow Farmer’s Market 
at Patriot Park. 

“Our clients are getting really fresh food 
and they’re able to take part in the Farmer’s 
Market because they wouldn’t have been 
able to before because it’s expensive,” Ge-
bler said. “We help our clients stay healthy 
and also help them become more a part of 
the community.”

While holidays can be rough for some, 
this Thanksgiving Gebler said the pantry 
supplied each client with a $15 gift card 
to C-Town along with their monthly dis-
tribution. She added that the pantry can 
only afford to do something special for one 
holiday, with gift cards costing the pantry 
close to $4,000. 

“We use our money to purchase the cards 
and distribute them in November. That 
way they can buy what they need for the 
holidays,” she said. “Maybe it’s a chicken, 
maybe it’s diapers; they get to decide.”

Every month since 2009, the volunteers 

at the food pantry make sure anyone who 
shows up on distribution day leaves with 
at least two bags of groceries to take home. 
The pantry requires a Sleepy Hollow or 
Tarrytown residency and a referral stating 
how many family members are in a house-
hold. 

Gebler said she, along with the pantry’s 
several volunteers, feel fortunate to receive 
constant support, funding and donations 
from the community to continue helping 
those in need. 

“The community really supports what 
we’re doing and it’s amazing and why we 
keep doing it,” Gebler said. “It’s rewarding 
in a sense that we’re all working together 
and hopefully helping a few of our neigh-
bors in the process.”

The Community Food Pantry of Sleepy 
Hollow and Tarrytown is located on 43 
South Broadway in Tarrytown. To learn 
more, visit www.communityfoodpan-
tryshtt.org.

Thrift Shop in Tarrytown Run by People with Disabilities

Community Food Pantry Helps Serve Hundreds of Needy Families

Dyna Denis and Bridget 
Estridge oversee staff 
from YAI Westchester at 
Thrifty Finds in the Com-
munity Opportunity Center.

—Photo by: Rick Pezzullo   



Open Door Family Medical Centers
Holiday Toy Drive
November 18 - December 15

Please donate new, unwrapped toys and 
gifts for our young patients ages newborn 
to 14 years old.

Suggested value between $10 - $20.
Please bring your donations to Sleepy 

Hollow Open Door, 80 Beekman Av-
enue.

Th anks so much for bringing holiday 
cheer to the kids and helping reduce the 
stress for families in need during the holi-
day season.

Volunteers to help sort and wrap all 
of the gifts are welcome in our Ossining 
wrapping location!

For more information please contact: 
Alicia Ward at award@odfmc.org or call 
914-502-1468.

The Social Action 10591 Supper Club
is collecting gently used women’s and 
infant/children’s clothing to support a 
holiday clothing boutique for Th e Public 
Schools of the Tarrytowns’ Asociacion de 
Familias Hispanas (AFHT) holiday par-
ty taking place at John Paulding School 
on December 20th. Please contact Lisa 
Piedimonte Bergman at lisa.piedimonte@
gmail.com or fi nd the group on Facebook. 
We would like all clothing donations to 
be collected by December 18th at noon.

Community Food Pantry of 
Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown
43 S. Broadway, Tarrytown, NY  10591

Donations of dried beans, rice, cook-

ing oil, healthy cereals, oatmeal, and dia-
pers are always welcome as are monetary 
donations. Checks should be made out 
to Community Food Pantry and sent to 
the above address. For more information 
about how to donate or volunteer, please 
visit our website at www.communityfood-
pantryshtt.org. 

Volunteer New York!
Holiday Volunteering Central
November 1, 2017 to January 1, 2018 

Looking to volunteer this holiday sea-
son? It’s never too late. Just visit vol-
unteernewyork.org/holiday or 
call 914-948-4452. We have 
collected the holiday volun-
teer opportunities from over 
40 local community organiza-
tions that need volunteers like 
YOU to help them help the less for-
tunate this holiday season. Choose from 
helping the hungry, doing DIY volunteer 

projects together with your family, or 
fi nding a local donation drive near you. 
If you also know a volunteer who inspires 
you that deserves to be recognized for 
their community impact, nominate them 
today for a volunteer spirit award (vol-
unteernewyork.org/awards), and give the 
gift of recognition this holiday season.

Contact Mairead@volunteernewyork.
org, 914-227-9301 with any questions.

RSHM LIFE Center
32 Beekman Avenue, Sleepy Hollow
December 1 – December 18

New Toys and Clothing for children 
(ages 3 – 12).

Th e RSHM LIFE Center will 
be collecting new toys and clothing 
for our Christmas Boutique where 

parents can ‘shop’ for their families. 
We are also looking for neighbors 

who would like to ‘Adopt-a-Family’ and 
grant their holiday wish list. 

Please call Sr. Susan at 366-9710 for 
more information.

Rotary Club of the Tarrytowns
Preemie drive for Ronald McDonald 

House – New stuff ed animals, preemie 
clothes, boppy pillows.

Donation deadline Wednesday Decem-
ber 13, 2017.

Contact person: Margaret Black, 914-
703-3156, drop off  at Allan Block Insur-
ance, 24 South Broadway, Tarrytown.

Community for All
c/o WESPAC Foundation
77 Tarrytown Road, Suite 2W 
White Plains, NY 10607

Our neighbors live each day not know-
ing if or when their family might be torn 
apart. Community for All is a campaign 
that funds the development of a grassroots 
organization that: 1) engages local voices 
to identify needs and organize capacity; 2) 
leverages the expertise of local agencies to 
provide legal aid; and 3) strengthens hu-
man and social services.  

We need $6,000 to fund a grassroots 
organizer dedicated to the immigrant 
community of Sleepy Hollow and Tarry-
town. Community for All is a fundrais-
ing campaign working with WESPAC 
and Community Voices Heard, two 
well established non-profi t organizations 
dedicated to social justice in Westchester 
County. For more information about how 
to donate please visit our website at www.
communityforall10591.org. Donations 
are tax deductible.
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Community 
Coalition Holiday Effort 

Announcements



What better way to celebrate 
December good cheer than 
by hearing top-notch jazz 

performed by Mark Morganelli and 
his Jazz All-Stars at Equus restaurant 
located in the sparkling Oak Room?
A veteran of more traditional jazz clubs like 
Manhattan’s Birdland, Morganelli seems 
right at home in the classy confi nes of Tar-
rytown’s famous Castle Hotel and Spa, cer-
tainly the grandest and most upscale hotel 
destination in the rivertowns.

Morganelli is a trumpet and fl ugelhorn 
master, and his repertoire at Equus is drawn 
from Brazilian jazz, Duke Ellington, and 
the great American songbook composers 
like Jerome Kern and Harold Arlen. You do 
not have to be an affi  cionado to appreciate 
both his virtuosity and his trio’s friendly ap-
proach to a broad range of highly enjoyable 
sandards.

Morganelli has his own history with this 
historic site; he and his quintet played in 
the Great Hall for the public opening of 
the Castle on Hudson in 1997; his trio also 
played in the Tapestry Room in 1998, and 

he had a fi ve-year gig in the Equus Restau-
rant Oak Room on Wednesdays with his 
quartet from 2003-2008. He has been back 
for a third stretch this fall, but his Wednes-
day night performances only last until De-
cember 20th.

Make no mistake, dinner at Equus is 
not a casual aff air, but it’s also possible to 
enjoy the music from the bar while imbib-
ing classic and modern Castle cocktails, a 
sumptuous bar menu or comforting arti-
sanal cheese off erings. Shows are at 6:30 
and 8:30, so you can also stop in for dessert 
and champagne – or coff ee. And no matter 
what your taste, if you’ve not been to the 
Castle, it’s a unique spot fi lled with history 
and atmosphere. So, on one of the next two 
Wednesdays, treat yourself to some special 
holiday cheer and experience Morganelli’s 
music-making in elegant surroundings.

Welcoming friends and family 
to your decorated holiday 
table can be a truly creative 

and highly pleasurable, imaginative 
host experience. While preparing tra-
ditional dishes, making certain dietary re-
quests are met, and organizing everyone’s 
favorite contributions to the celebratory 
meal, this year you can also greet your guests 
with a lovely fl oral arrangement, courtesy 

of Seasons on the Hudson in Irvington and 
enjoy a unique experience in the process.

Seasons is partnering with Saint George 
Bistro in Hastings-on-Hudson to present an 
elegant afternoon high tea on Sunday, De-
cember 17 from 2:00 to 4:00 in the bistro’s 
charming private wine attic.  Tea sandwich-
es, canapes and dessert will be served on fi ne 
china; an engaging way to garner ideas for 
your own holiday table.  Previous Seasons/
Saint George Bistro high teas have featured 
smoked salmon topped with caviar nestled 
on a soft blini, lobster salad piled unto a 
fresh brioche,  gougere (French cheese puff s) 
and pistachio pate gracing crostini. Freshly 
baked scones with clotted crème and home-
made strawberry jam – a high tea must in 
England – along with a decadent variety of 
petite fours, eclairs, and chocolate mousse 
should complete the indulgence.

Champagne (for attendees over 21) and 
tea provided by Nyack’s Teagevity will also 
be served. Seasons on Hudson’s  talented 
owner  Gerald Palumbo and store manager 
Miko Akasaka will be on hand to answer 
questions and give suggestions about how 
best to create a holiday ambiance with your 
signature style. And participants will leave 
with their own specially designed fl oral 
arrangement to grace their Christmas or 
Channukah table.

Enhance your home’s festive atmosphere 
this holiday with cut foliage, berries, and 
greenery from the natural world outside 
your door. And, remember to complement 
your unique taste with treasured keepsakes 
plus fresh fl owers all arranged to welcome 
company with warmth and generosity this 
December.

L to R: Jazz at the Oak Room featuring Mark Morganelli, fl ugelhorn and percussion; 
Roni Ben-Hur, guitar; and Cameron Brown, bass.

Photo by: Bob Plotkin, Mark Morganelli and Andrea Carter for Roni Ben-Hur.

Food for Thought
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Elegant Choices 
for Local Holiday
Dining
by Linda Viertel

If You Go
St. George’s Bistro
155 Southside Avenue 
(across from the Hastings train station)
914-478-1671 reservations
credit card required/$95 per person
2-4 p.m. Sunday, December 17
wineattic@gmail.com

If You Go
Equus
400 Benedict Avenue
914-631-3646
castlehotelandspa.com

L to R: Jazz at the Oak Room featuring Mark Morganelli, fl ugelhorn and percussion; 

Jazz at Equus

High Tea with Seasons’ sophistication at 
Saint George Bistro, Hastings-on-Hudson.

—Photos by:  Caitlin K Photography

Saint George 
Bistro



by Dorothy Conigliaro

Situated midway down Irving-
ton’s Main Street, Geordane’s 
Food World, a small business 

with a huge clientele, has been the 
go-to food emporium for its faithful 
and enthusiastic patrons for almost 
30 years. The longtime owner and now 
sole proprietor of this popular landmark is 
Danielle Diaz who, with her husband, de-
cided to open a place themselves in 1987, 
both having been in the food business all 
their working years. 

Dani, as she is called by all, prides her-
self on the quality of the food she sells, 
from groceries to sandwiches, to hearty hot 
meals of every variety, and an assortment 
of tasty desserts. She noted, “Topping the 
list of customer favorites are our chicken 
cutlets, which we make from scratch with 
our homemade bread crumbs, and our dai-
ly specials that use only fresh and organic 
meats and vegetables.”  

The menu changes daily and all the food 
is prepared on premises — including daily 
lunch and dinner specials, a chopped salad 
bar, paninis, fresh ground meat and free 

range chickens. 
Geordane’s is conveniently located in the 

center of town, so that those coming home 
from work can easily pick up a hot dinner, 
or those in surrounding neighborhoods can 
call in with their order. For people who are 
planning a special dinner or a holiday meal, 
Geordane’s will fulfill your needs from soup 
to nuts — literally.  “We pride ourselves on 
offering customers the highest quality foods 
and service to match,” Dani said, “and we 
can even deliver right to your door, even for 
the holidays.” You couldn’t serve a better or 

more complete holiday dinner than the one 
Dani can prepare for you.

One of Geordane’s many longtime cus-
tomers had this to say on the store’s web-
site: “I don’t know what I would do without 

Geordane’s. I rely on this market for most 
of my needs. I know Dani gets her meat 
from a local farm, and her fresh salmon is 
by far the best! When hosting an event, I 
completely rely on Danny’s expertise for 
what I need. The food is always delicious!” 
And from another patron: “Irvington is not 
Irvington without Geordane’s, a small busi-
ness that is inextricably linked to the town’s 
culture.” 

Born in New Rochelle, Dani has three 
grown children, and two grandchildren. Al-
though her long working hours are dedicat-
ed to serving her clients, she does find some 
free time for bike riding and cross country 
skiing.  But most rewarding, she said, is op-
erating Geordane’s itself.  “So many people 
personally care about me and I for them; 

there’s a special village bond being here in 
Irvington. They want to see me succeed and 
in return I make a 100 percent effort to give 
to them — through my store and my dedi-
cation.”

Food for Thought
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Geordane’s Food World: 
A Hands-Down Favorite in Irvington

A wide assortment of fresh fruits and vegetables are ready for the picking at 
Geordane’s

“Irvington is not Irvington without 
Geordane’s, a small business  
that is inextricably linked to  

the town’s culture.”
“I don’t know what I would do 

without Geordane’s. I rely on this 
market for most of my needs. I 

know Dani gets her meat from a 
local farm, and her fresh salmon is 

by far the best!”

Saint George  
Bistro



alumni, teachers band, food and silent auction. 7 
to midnight, Tarrytown Music Hall. Benefit for 
Sleepy Hollow Performing Arts Boosters.

Ongoing

Free Tai Chi: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 
– 10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 
a.m. & Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at 
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.   Call 
366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays and Saturdays 
at 7 p.m. & 9 p.m., Sundays at 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. 
at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 631-1000 
or visit http://jazzforumarts.org/.

PiraTe QuesT: On Saturdays and Sundays from 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt 
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto 
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor 
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

‘DroP Your PanTs’ Denim reCYCling iniTiaTive: 
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown 
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling 

Lyndhurst December Events

Several programs have been scheduled for 
December at Lyndhurst, 635 South Broadway, 
Tarrytown. Holiday Décor Mansion Tours are 
being conducted Thursdays through Mondays. 
Described as one of the “Ten Best Historic Holi-
day Tours” by USA Today, see Lyndhurst man-
sion transformed into an extravagant wonderland 
of holiday splendor. 

Sherlock holmeS: The Adventure of the Blue 
Carbuncle is being presented through Dec. 8. 
It’s Christmas at 221B Baker Street, and you’re 
following Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson on a 
trip through Lyndhurst Mansion on the trail of a 
classic Christmastime mystery. 

mr. DiCkens Tells a ChrisTmas Carol will 
be presented from Dec. 10 through 30.  This 
theatrical production is a recreation of Charles 
Dickens’ own readings of the classic tale. Visitors 
will follow Dickens as he strolls through the 
beautifully decorated rooms of Lyndhurst Man-
sion as he recounts the story of Ebenezer Scrooge.  

a ChrisTmas ConCerT wiTh The ColleCTive 
brass QuinTeT will be held on Dec. 17 at 3 p.m. 
Awaken your holiday spirit with a joyous concert 
in the Lyndhurst Carriage House. A free recep-
tion with artists will follow the concert. Info: 
www.lyndhurst.org. 

Wednesday 6 

weDnesDaY movies: Wednesday Movies will be 
presented throughout December at 2 p.m. at the 
Warner Library, 121 N Broadway, Tarrytown. 
For this month’s schedule call 631-7734 or visit 
http://www.warnerlibrary.org.

Thursday 7

Drink & Draw: RiverArts, in collaboration with 
Brieff Studios, holds Drink & Draw on the first 
Thursday of every month. This month’s event is 
being held from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at 145 Palisade 
St., Studio 318B, in Dobbs Ferry. Bring your 
own bottle and art supplies. Participants must be 
18 or older to attend and 21 and older to drink. 

Friday 8

holiDaY bouTiQue: The Holiday Boutique at 
Philipsburg Manor, 381 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow, is open Fridays and Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays from noon to 5 
p.m. through Dec. 23. Info: 366-6900 or www.
hudsonvalley.org.

women’s CirCle: A Women’s Circle program 
will be held at 5:45 p.m., ending in time for 
the 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service, at Temple Beth 
Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Celebrate 
study and explore Jewish women’s issues and his-
tory. You do not have to read or prepare anything 
in advance.  Members and guests are welcome to 
this free program. Please call the Temple office at 
366-7898 or e-mail tbawomenscircle@gmail.com 
for more information.

oPen miC nighT:  This is not your average open 
mic. The big stage, amazing acoustics, high-end 
equipment, and experienced sound engineer cre-

ate a concert-like experience in Purpl’s friendly, 
laid-back environment. Come to play or just to 
watch! Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and the show 
starts at 8 p.m. Admission is $8. 52 Main St., 
Hastings on Hudson. Web site is Purpl.org. 
231-9077. 

Saturday 9 

ChrisTmas Carol:  Celebrate the spirit of the 
season with dramatic performances of Dickens’s 
A Christmas Carol at the historic Old Dutch 
Church in Sleepy Hollow on select weekends in 
December. Performances take place on Dec. 9-10 
and 16-17, at 3:30, 4:45, and 6 p.m. 

Capacity is very limited and tickets should be 
purchased in advance at www.hudsonvalley.org 
or by calling 366-6900. Online ticket prices are 
$25 for adults and $20 for children under 18. 
Historic Hudson Valley recommends the event 
for ages 10 and up. Members of Historic Hudson 
Valley receive a $5 per ticket discount. 

bingo nighT: The Sleepy Hollow Fire Depart-
ment sponsors bingo nights every second and 
fourth Saturday of the month at 55 Elm St., 
Sleepy Hollow. Doors open at 5 p.m.; games start 
at 7 p.m. You must be 18 or older to play. 

Sunday 10 

Chanukah village: A Chanukah Village will 
be open from 1 to 4 p.m. on Main Street in 
Irvington. See shows by Mario “the Maker” 
Magician, “the best magician in the world,” says 
David Blaine, and The Inventor Mentor as he 
takes you on a high-energy, interactive journey 
through his vast menagerie of fun and unique in-
ventions Some of the other programs are a horse 
drawn carriage ride with Judah Maccabee, build 
a fidget dreidel, a holiday train ride, a giant gelt 
drop, Chanukah crafts, latkes, and hot chocolate. 
Enjoy the communitywide Menorah lighting 
at the end of the day. Info: 693-6100 or www.
chanukah2017.com. 

Thursday 14

reaDing The news:  “How to Read the News 

in the Information Age” will be held for teens at 
7 p.m. at the Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway, 
Tarrytown. The program will be presented by 
young adult and reference librarian Lisa Shirley. 
Please call 631-7734 to sign up for the program. 
Info: warnerlibrary.org. 

bannerman’s CasTle sliDe leCTure: Thom 
Johnson and Rob Yasinsac will reveal the history 
of Bannerman’s Castle with an informative slide 
lecture at the Irvington Public Library at 7:30 
p.m.  Free.  Please register calling the library at 
591-7840 or online at: <irvingtonlibrary.evanced.
info/calendar/> Parking is available in front of the 
library entrance and behind the library building. 
The library is located at 12 S. Astor St.

Friday 15

Chanukah Dinner anD serviCe: A Chanukah 
dinner and service will be held at Temple Beth 
Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. The dinner 
will be held at 6 p.m. and the service will follow 
at 7:30 p.m.  Dinners are by reservation only 
and accepted by mail along with your check, or 
online with payment at: http://bit.ly/TBADin-
ner. No reservations will be accepted after Dec. 
11 Dinner is $15 for adults and $10 for children 
between the ages of 2 and 12. 

Saturday 16 

holiDaY Folk songs: Carolyn Doctorow will 
perform holiday folk songs from 2 to 4:45 p.m. 
at the Irvington Public Library, 12 S. Astor St. 
Info: 591-7840 or irvingtonlibrary.org. 

movie mavens: Monsieur Ibrahim will be 
screened at 7 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 
Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. The film received at 2004 
Academy Award nomination for Best Foreign 
Language Film. Every month Temple Beth 
Abraham presents movies with Jewish themes or 
content. A moderated discussion immediately 
follows the screening with coffee and dessert. 
Admission is free for members and $5 for guests 
to offset the cost of refreshments. Please call the 
Temple office at 366-7898 or e-mail tbawomen-
scircle@gmail.com for more information.

Sunday 17 

Chanukah ConCerT: Kol Rinah, the Jewish 
Chorale of Westchester, will hold its Chanu-
kah concert at 11:30 a.m. at the Shames JCC, 
371 South Broadway, Tarrytown. Tickets can 
be bought at the door or ordered online at a 
discount at www.kolrinahchorale.org.

Tuesday 19

mYsTerY book Club:  The Mystery Book Club 
will meet at 3:30 p.m. in the Reading Room at 
the Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway, Tar-
rytown. This month’s book is Death of A Cozy 
Writer by G. M. Malliet. Info: wanerlibrary.org 
or 631-7734.

Wednesday 20 

israeli Folk DanCing:  Israeli folk dancing 
with a Leng-Hanukkah Dance Party will be held 
from 7 to 10 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 
Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Adults and children are 
welcome. E-mail adulted@tba-ny.org or call the 
Temple office at 631-1770 for more information.

Thursday 21

irvingTon book Club: The Irvington Book 
Club will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the Irvington 
Public Library. This month’s selection is Ill Will 
by Dan Chaon.

Monday 25

Merry Christmas!

Monday 1

Happy New Year!

Saturday, January 6

winTer blues ConCerT: Back to Basics: Beer, 
Band and Burgers, featuring local bands, local 

Through Dec 8  
Sherlock Holmes: The 
Adventure of the Blue 
Carbuncle is being 
presented at Lyndhurst, 
635 South Broadway, 
Tarrytown.

Friday, Dec 8 Open Mic Night Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and 
the show starts at 8 p.m. Purpl’s - 52 Main St., Hastings on 
Hudson. 

Sunday, Dec 10 Chanukah 
Village: A Chanukah Village will 
be open from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Main Street in Irvington. 

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for December at www.thehudsonindependent.com

SENIORS

senior beneFiTs inFormaTion CenTer 
(sbiC): Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
a trained counselor from SBIC is on hand at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at 
the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask 
questions outside regular counseling hours 
call 231-3260.
senior van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hol-
low Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
hoT lunCh: Plus other activities Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution 
$3. Call 330-3855.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205
greenburgh nuTriTion Program: See Hot 
Lunch above.
ComPuTer Class:   11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).
Yoga on The Chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.
senior CanTeen: informal social group, 1 
p.m. Thursdays.
movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.
mah Jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays
briDge anD CarD Club: 1 p.m. Fridays.

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation 
is $15.
exerCise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
niCkel bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays.
Book Club: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.

Ongoing 

iT Takes a village 10591: Seniors meet 
every second Tuesday from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
at The Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns, 
42 N. Broadway. The program includes a 
speaker, conversation, and refreshments. All 
are welcome. Call 914-222-5116 or visit 
www.itav10591.org
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alumni, teachers band, food and silent auction. 7 
to midnight, Tarrytown Music Hall. Benefit for 
Sleepy Hollow Performing Arts Boosters.

Ongoing

Free Tai Chi: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 
– 10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 
a.m. & Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at 
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.   Call 
366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays and Saturdays 
at 7 p.m. & 9 p.m., Sundays at 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. 
at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 631-1000 
or visit http://jazzforumarts.org/.

PiraTe QuesT: On Saturdays and Sundays from 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt 
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto 
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor 
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

‘DroP Your PanTs’ Denim reCYCling iniTiaTive: 
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown 
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling 

into insulation and keep textile waste out of land-
fills.   Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

wine anD Jazz weDnesDaYs: From 6 p.m. – 8 
p.m. featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita 
Poblana in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapobla-
nany.com.

ossining Farmers’ markeT: Open Saturdays 
from 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. through Dec. 17 at 
Spring & Main Sts. Call 923-4837 or visit www.
downtoearthmarkets.com.

irvingTon running meeTuP: Group meets 
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in 
touch and have fun. Beginning runners always 
welcome. Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-
running-Meetup/.

mah Jongg: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail 
adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough 
players for a game.

men’s Club: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 
a.m. at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. 
Meetings have varied speakers and are open to 
the public free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit 

www.ShamesJCC.org.

Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday 
of the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

healThY liFe series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

ChilDren’s Programs aT The libraries: Stories, 
rhymes, crafts and songs for children of various 
ages at Tarrytown’s Warner Library and Irvington 
Public Library. For Warner, call 631-7734 or visit 
www.warnerlibrary.org. For Irvington, call 591-
7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Torah sTuDY: Torah Study is held on Wednes-
days from 10 to 11 a.m. at Temple Beth Abra-
ham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown.  Classes are also 
conducted on Saturdays at 9 a.m. for a discussion 
of this week’s Torah reading during conservative 
services. Info: 631-1770.

Thursday. Dec 14 Bannerman’s Castle Slide 
Lecture: Thom Johnson and Rob Yasinsac will 
reveal the history of Bannerman’s Castle with 
an informative slide lecture at the Irvington 
Public Library at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec 16  Movie Mavens: Monsieur Ibrahim will be 
screened at 7 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tar-
rytown. 

Ongoing Pirate Quest: On Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt 
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto their 
digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy 
Hollow.

Check out the complete directory for December at www.thehudsonindependent.com
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92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE

EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.

by Barrett Seaman   

Once again, the New York State 
Thruway Authority is doling out 
money to study the feasibility of 
adding bike lanes to a major thor-
oughfare coming off the New NY 
(Mario Cuomo) Bridge. This time, 
the money ($250,000) is going to 
the Town of Greenburgh, the City 
of White Plains and the villages of 
Tarrytown and Elmsford, through 
which Route 119 runs, largely par-
allel with I-87/287 as it comes off 
the bridge.

As with the Broadway corridor 
project, the money will be spent on 
public surveys and engineering studies. A 
consortium of municipal representatives 
and local residents will be working with 
the same firm doing the Broadway analy-
sis, Nelson Nygaard, drawing from exist-
ing studies and plans, public meetings, 
and technical expertise, according to 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul Fein-
er. The goal is to submit a practical plan 
for final engineering before July 2018.

“This project will result in a design 
that supports high quality access to the 
new New York Bridge and existing trails 
crossing Route 119, highways and high 
volume junctions, as well as adjacent 

communities, while providing continu-
ous active transportation connectivity, 
improved safety, and better multi-modal 
access for local business and residential 
areas,” Feiner posted on Facebook.

“The study will cover the entire length 
of Route 119, from Route 9 (South 
Broadway) in Tarrytown to Route 22 
(South Broadway) in downtown White 
Plains,” according to the Nelson Nygaard 
brochure on the study. “It will consider 
‘quick build’ alternatives; have a robust 
community involvement process, includ-
ing demonstration projects. The goal 
would be finding consensus on how to 

make Route 119 usable by every-
one—trucks, people walking, rid-
ing bikes and buses, and in cars.” 

Route 119 runs along relatively 
flat terrain from the bridge to 
downtown White Plains, allowing 
bikers and hikers to connect up 
with the Old Croton Aqueduct, 
the North/South County Trailway 
and the Bronx River Trailway. In 
many places, it is wide enough to 
accommodate a dedicated “shared 
use” lane. But like Broadway, it has 
some obvious pinch points that are 
sure to present engineering chal-
lenges—and some public resis-
tance: the intersection with Saw 

Mill River Road in Elmsford, the stretch 
of road in Greenburgh lined with shop-
ping centers and the confluence with the 
Bronx River Parkway and Central Av-
enue nearing White Plains. 

The Route 119 grant is $100,000 
higher than the Broadway corridor 
grant—largely because the Route Nine 
Steering Committee “kind of low-balled 
the amount of work involved,” admitted 
Dan Convissor, a member of both steer-
ing committees. $230,000 will go to-
wards Nelson Nygaard’s fee. The remain-
ing $20,000 is being held to orchestrate 
“live demonstrations” next spring.

$250,000 Grant to Fund Bike Lane Study for 
Route 119



Michael Ferguson, 43

Michael F. Ferguson, a resident of Ossin-
ing and former longtime resident of Sleepy 
Hollow, died November 13. He was 43. 

Born in North Tarrytown, he graduated 
from St. Teresa’s School and Sleepy Hollow 
High School and later Westchester Com-
munity College. Mr. Ferguson was a po-
lice officer for the City of White Plains and 
had been on the force for the past 17 years. 
He had been very active with the Sleepy 
Hollow Fire Department and was a Life 
Active member of Union Hose Engine #2. 
He was a member of the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles Aires 1042 and the Knights of 
Columbus St. Elmo Council 318. 

He grew up in St. Teresa of Avila Parish, 
where he served as an altar boy for many 
years. He also loved hockey. He played for 

Sleepy Hollow High School and was an 
avid NY Rangers fan.

Nancy Belloise, 79
Nancy E. Belloise, a lifelong resident of 

Irvington, died suddenly November 5. She 
was 79.

Born in Tarrytown, she married her be-
loved John M. Belloise on December 21, 
1956. They settled in Irvington where they 
raised their family. She was an avid sup-
porter and fan of all local sports. As the 
#1 fan, all the athletes enjoyed and ap-
preciated seeing her in the stands. She was 
a grandmother to all but no one meant 
more to her then her very own. Her favor-
ite time of the week was Sunday morning 
where she would sit in peace and quiet 
doing her crossword puzzles. She loved to 
read, play bingo and go bowling. She was 
a member of the Irvington Seniors and the 
FOE Lady Auxiliary 1042. 

Mario Orlando, 93
Mario Joseph Orlando, a proud lifelong 

resident of Irvington, died October 30 
with his family by his side. He was 93.

Those who met Mario instantly felt his 
grace and generous spirit, a “true stand-up 
gentleman” and “finest person.” He made 
everyone want to be a better person. He 
proudly served in WWII on the George 
E. Davis Destroyer Escort and enjoyed a 

long career at Stauffer Chemical Company 
until his retirement in 1988, after which 
he quickly started a second career at Lazar 
Motors. 

Mr. Orlando with his wife of 63 years, 
Helen enjoyed traveling, especially to visit 
family and navy buddies and was very in-
volved with Boy Scout Troup 55. He could 
often be heard crooning a Perry Como or 
country music tune. His ultimate joy was 
being together with family and friends, 
sharing a fine Manhattan and a hearty 
bowl of pasta.

Grace Carroll, 99
Grace M. Carroll, a resident of Sleepy 

Hollow, died November 16 in the presence 
of her family at her cherished home of 63 
years after a long and fruitful lifetime. She 
was 99.

She graduated from George Washington 
High School in Manhattan’s Washington 

Heights and took night courses in busi-
ness and bookkeeping at Hunter College. 
She went to work full time at P. F. Collier 
& Son, a New York publisher. There she 
rose to the rank of Executive Secretary to 
the President and met her future husband, 
John F. Carroll. They were married on 
June 29, 1946, while he was a Captain on 
leave from the U.S. Army. 

In 1955 they moved to North Tarry-
town. Mrs. Carroll was an active member 
of St. Teresa of Avila Church for 60 years. 
She was elected president of the PTA and 
the Altar and Rosary Society, and served as 
librarian of the parish grade school. 

In 1974, she began her second career as 
Secretary to the Chief of Police of the New 
Castle Police Department in Chappaqua. 
She retired after 15 years of public service 
but remained engaged in the community 
through the Sleepy Hollow Seniors Club, 
civic associations and her parish.
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The scandals involving sexual misbehav-
ior within the entertainment, political and 
media worlds have had a repercussion in 
Tarrytown.

The Tarrytown Music Hall cancelled  a 
show which had been scheduled for De-
cember 1, starring Garrison Keillor, the 
former long-time host of radio’s  “A Prairie 
Home Companion.” 

A day before the performance, the Mu-
sic Hall indicated that, “In the light of 
the recent allegations against Mr Keillor, 
tomorrow’s show has been canceled. All 
ticket holders will be refunded and noti-
fied shortly.”

The show, featuring country music, was 
to include performances by Robin and 
Linda Williams.

Keillor’s involvement with Minnesota 

Public Radio came to an abrupt end just 
days before, following accusations about 
his “inappropriate conduct” during his 
tenure as producer and star of the radio 
show which began in 1974.  

The allegations, from “a person who 
worked with him,” were denied by Keillor, 
who called them a “misunderstanding.” 
He retired from the radio show last year 
and had been making appearances at vari-
ous theaters across the country.

The President of MPR, Jon McTaggart 
acknowledged the contribution Keillor 
had made to the “growth and success of 
MPR,” and noted that “all of us are sad-
dened by these circumstances.” The allega-
tions are being investigated.

Ticket holders can check the Music 
Hall’s website for more information. 

by Barrett Seaman   

When members of the Sleepy Hollow 
Police Department and the Greenburgh 
Drug and Alcohol Task Force raided the 
apartment at 126 Valley Street in the vil-
lage at 7:00am on Friday, November 17, 
they came upon a treasure trove of evidence 
of a major drug business: $11,883.00 in 
cash, 538 bags of heroin, 432 Oxycodone 
pills, 94 doses of Suboxone, a half pound 
of marijuana and a counterfeit Pennsylva-
nia driver’s license belonging to Ascencion 

A. Jimenez, 37, the occupant of the apart-
ment.

The officers acted under a warrant fol-
lowing a three-month investigation into 
the sale of heroin in Sleepy Hollow and 
adjacent communities. Jimenez was ar-
raigned in Sleepy Hollow Village Court 
on two counts of Third Degree Criminal 
Possession of a Controlled Substance. Ac-
cording to police, more charges may fol-
low. He is being held without bail in the 
Westchester County Jail and is due to ap-
pear in court on December 4th.

Tarrytown Music Hall Cancels 
Garrison Keillor Performance

Big Drug Bust in Sleepy Hollow



by Tom Pedulla

The Hudson Independent exam-
ines the prospects of local schools for the 
girls’ and boys’ varsity basketball season. 

Girls

DOBBS FERRY 
Last year’s record:  13-9
Top returning players: Guard Raquel 

Addona, Forward Katlyn Fanning, Guard-
Forward Kayla Halverson, Guard Tamryn 
McCarthy.

Key to success: Defense, inconsistent last 
year, is a point of emphasis.

“We’re going to be really good. We’re 
young and we’re talented and we go 

nine deep.”  
– Eric Bartell

HACKLEY
Last year’s record: 4-14 
Top returning players: Forward Chrissy 

Barrett, Guard Ismene Germanakos, For-
ward Ijeoma Kwokorie, Guard Jordan 
Wade.

Key to success: Hackley hopes doing 
little things well can lead to big improve-
ment.

“I think defensively we’re going to be 
tough to contend with and offensively 

we’re a little bit more well-rounded 
than we have been.”  
– Margaret Scarcella

IRVINGTON
Last year’s record: 25-2
Top returning players: Forward Mary 

Brereton, Forward Kelly Degnan, Guard 
Heather Hall, Guard Olivia Valdes. 

Key to success: Depth, great chemistry 
and superb coaching can lead to another 
run at the state title. 

We take everything in steps. The 
ultimate expectation is to be better 

in February than we are now.”  
– Gina Maher

MASTERS
Last year’s record: 14-8
Top returning players: Forward Kendra 

Cooper-Smith, Guard Noemia Massingue, 
Center Rama Sy.

Key to success: Transfers Gwen Sabato, 
a guard-forward, and Brooke Tatarian, a 
guard, should make an immediate impact.

“We set our goals really high. Our goal 
is to win the league and potentially 

have a chance to play in the states.”  
– Nick Volchok

SLEEPY HOLLOW
Last year’s record: 8-12
Top returning players: Guard Taylor 

Burnett, Guard Sarah Clarke, Guard Ga-
briella DelMonaco, Forward Jennifer Stew-
art, Guard Adrianna Sumter.

Key to success: First-year coach Laura 
Brown looks to build chemistry on and off 
the court with a young roster.

“My expectations are that we will 
play as a team and play great defense 

to create turnovers.”  
– Laura Brown

 

Boys

DOBBS FERRY 
Last year’s record: 7-14
Top returning players: Center Damani 

Fraser, Forward Zach Holzman, Guard Di-
maunie Meredith, Forward Muyco Sheriff.

Key to success: There is tremendous em-
phasis on rebuilding team chemistry while 
capitalizing on a long bench.

“It’s not about saying we need this 
many wins or we need this champion-
ship. We look at daily improvement.”  

– Scott Patrillo

HACKLEY
Last year’s record: 8-12
Top returning players: Forward Matt 

Jean, Guard Richie Nuzum, Forward James 
Sexton-Holtmeier, Guard Enzi Teacher, 
Forward Matt Wiele.

Key to success: The Hornets will attempt 
to overcome lack of size and experience 
with an up-tempo style designed to create 
turnovers and transition baskets.

“The expectations are not there 
because we are so young. Our oldest 
player is a junior. Our goal is getting 

better each game.”  
– Antione Johnson

IRVINGTON
Last year’s record: 12-8
Top returning players: Guard Colby 

Martins, Guard Dylan Seymour, Center 
Sidney Thybulle.

Key to success: Martins, a junior 
point guard, makes the Bulldogs hard 
to defend. He averaged 14.6 points as 
a sophomore and is a top local talent. 

“We had a really good summer and 
fall. The kids put in a tremendous 

amount of work. We’re really hoping to 
get to the County Center this year.”  

– Scott Brennen 

MASTERS
Last year’s record: 12-10
Top returning players: Guard Greg 

Desroches, Center Ugochukwu Kachik-
wu, Guard Diego Medina, Guard Rashid 
Woods.  

Key to success: Although there will be 
a learning curve for newcomers Sebas-
tian Pechezo, Isaiah Thompson and Nick 
Rivera-Torres, all are extremely talented.  

“We need the chemistry to jell. If they 
do play together, there are a lot of 
great things they can accomplish.”  

– Matt Kammrath

SLEEPY HOLLOW 
Last year’s record: 9-11
Top returning players: Guard Sean Mc-

Carthy, Guard Manny Perez, Forward Dan 
Williams.

Key to success: Much will depend on 
how young, inexperienced players re-
spond when asked to play big minutes 
for fourth-year coach Chris Starace. 

“In my time here, we’ve established 
ourselves as a winning program. My 

expectation is to continue with that.”  
– Chris Starace
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The undefeated Tarrytown-Sleepy 
Hollow Junior Horsemen defended 
their 2016 title by winning a sec-
ond consecutive Westchester Youth 
Football League championship game. 
The Junior Horsemen, 9-0 this season, 
trounced Ossining, 32-12, to claim the 
crown. The Westchester Youth Football 
League is made up of teams from 15 
local communities. The Horsemen’s 
volunteer coaching staff included Dave 
Hallesworth, Rob Gramaglia, Jason 
Estevez, John Balascio, Tommy Kellas 
and Chris Pulio. 

—Photos courtesy of Rob Gramaglia

Junior Horsemen Win  
Second Straight Title

Public Radio came to an abrupt end just 
days before, following accusations about 
his “inappropriate conduct” during his 
tenure as producer and star of the radio 
show which began in 1974.  

The allegations, from “a person who 
worked with him,” were denied by Keillor, 
who called them a “misunderstanding.” 
He retired from the radio show last year 
and had been making appearances at vari-
ous theaters across the country.

The President of MPR, Jon McTaggart 
acknowledged the contribution Keillor 
had made to the “growth and success of 
MPR,” and noted that “all of us are sad-
dened by these circumstances.” The allega-
tions are being investigated.

Ticket holders can check the Music 
Hall’s website for more information. 

Tarrytown Music Hall Cancels 
Garrison Keillor Performance



by Rick Pezzullo

Since he was a young boy, Bernard Mith-
ieux wanted to be a teacher when he grew 
up.

“I always loved to teach and to be with 
kids,” he said. “I think it’s a way to do some-
thing that counts. Not a mission, but you 
want to be helpful.”

Mithieux is the new coordinator and head 
teacher for the Lyceum Kennedy French 

American School, located in the Village of 
Ardsley in a former Catholic school off  Ash-
ford Avenue and Sprain Road. It is his fi rst 
job in the United States after arriving from 
France in August, and he’s focused on help-
ing the school, which serves students from 
preschool to fi fth grade, grow and have a 
greater presence in the surrounding com-
munities.

“My job here is to make some changes 
and also be part of that change,” he said. 

“To try to make it better, and see where we 
want to go together. Th e teachers here are 
great. Th ey know what they want to do. 
Th ey want to help children grow and learn.”

Lyceum Kennedy follows the Na-
tional French guidelines and is accred-
ited by the French Ministry of Education 
(l’homologation). It is also registered by 
the New York State Board of Regents and 
follows the New York State educational re-
quirements for all grade levels. 

Th e school, which off ers a unique bilin-
gual and bicultural education, has a low 
student/teacher ratio, with two classroom 
teachers (one French and one English), 
which Mithieux noted allows for more in-
dividualized classroom instruction and pa-
rental involvement.

“With a small school you can really work 
with each student to see what are their 
strengths, what are their weaknesses and 
what we can do to help them,” Mithieux 
said. “I think it’s a real team and the par-
ents are a big part of the team. Parents have 
a lot of opportunities to speak to teachers 
directly. It’s like a small family.”

In France, Mithieux, who worked as a 
vice principal and an elementary school 
teacher, dabbled in theater as an actor and 
playwright and has introduced a theater 
club to Lyceum Kennedy.

“I love to be creative,” he said. “You have 

to keep the children’s attention and fi nd 
new ways to teach things.”

Mithieux said he was looking forward to 
the new playground that will be soon be 
built on the spacious grounds where chil-
dren often explore as an extension of their 
classroom curriculum.

A formal open house at Lyceum Kennedy 
is planned for Wednesday, January 24, but 
tours can be scheduled any time by calling 
(914) 479-0722.

Recruited by the Shames Jewish Commu-
nity Center on the Hudson, they have won 
the gold, the silver and the bronze. Last year 
they competed against other Jewish athletes 
from all over the United States in Alabama, 
Florida and New York.  Th ey excel in bas-
ketball, soccer and baseball. Th ey are partici-
pants in the Maccabi Games, an Olympic 
– style sporting event for Jewish teens 13-16 
years old.  

For the 2017 games, the Shames JCC 
fi elded 47 young athletes who came home 
with honors. For the 2018 games, to be held 
in California, the JCC wants to recruit 60 
boys and girls.  All those interested should 
attend the informational meeting at the 
JCC on Monday, January 8th at 7 p.m. Th e 
California Games are in Orange County 
and run August 5-10th.

Since 1982, the JCC Maccabi Games have 
off ered over 130,000 Jewish teens a unique 
cultural, social and life-shaping experience. 
Th e games also serve a larger purpose than 
athletic competition; they promote team-
work, community involvement and pride in 
being Jewish.  

“We have had great kids who have tried 
out and played,” said Shames JCC Maccabi 
Director Steve Weisbrot. One super athlete 
is Zeke Blauner, a senior at Ardsley High 
School.  “Not only has Zeke won gold med-
als for us in basketball for 4 years, but last 
year, he was one of 12 players nationwide 

who made the U.S. team in Israel’s Macca-
biah games.”  

Th e team won the gold. 
“It was thrilling to represent my country 

in the games,” said Blauner. “Th e competi-
tion was very good but my teammates were 
amazing, and in the end we achieved our 
goal---and won the gold.”  

Weisbrot said he remembers another Mac-
cabi team member.  “Ali Marpet played bas-
ketball for us in 2009.  At the time he was a 
football and basketball star at Hastings High 
School.  Today he’s the starting center for the 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers. “
“One thing I’ve found,” said Weisbrot, “is 

that these games connect kids with others 
from all over the country who share similar 
backgrounds. Th e energy and excitement 
generated never cease to amaze me—and 
my delegation. It makes for an unforgettable 
experience for every participant.” 

Th e Shames JCC is not only the recruit-
ing agency for Westchester athletes, but for 
Manhattan as well. And this year, they are 
branching out to get Long Island teens in-
volved. While the gold medal in basketball 

went to the all 16u Westchester team, and 
the silver medal for soccer went to another 
all Westchester team, an all Manhattan team 
won the gold in the 14u age group. 

Th e Shames JCC is hoping to get more 
girl athletes involved. “We have spots for 
girls aged 13 to 16 in volleyball, softball, and 
lacrosse,” Weisbrot said, “and we’d really like 
to see them come out.”

Th e fi rst step in the process is for all in-
terested to come to the informational meet-
ing at the Shames JCC, 371 S. Broadway 
in Tarrytown. Registration is on Th ursday, 
January 18 at 7:30, and tryouts for soccer, 
basketball, and baseball start in January. 

Th ose who cannot make the meeting 
should call Steve Weisbrot at 914-645-
5978. Additional information and tryout 
schedule can be found on the J’s website: 
www.shamesjcc.org.

Th e Shames Jewish Community Cen-
ter on the Hudson is a rapidly growing, 
75,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility at 
the epicenter of Jewish life in Westchester’s 
Rivertowns and beyond. Its 1700 current 
members of all faiths and backgrounds en-
joy programs ranging from early childhood 
to adult learning, from health and fi tness to 
Jewish culture. Its purpose is to create an en-
vironment where people can connect with 
one another for lasting relationships to en-
hance their lives and benefi t the community.  

Maccabi Games Attract Westchester Teen Athletes to the 
Shames JCC

New Lyceum Kennedy Coordinator Looking to Grow School

Sports
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Westchester team that won gold medal in last year’s Maccabi Games.    

Lyceum Kennedy coordinator Bernard 
Mithieux. 

— Photo by: Rick Pezzullo
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To the Editor:
  
Thank you to the river villages of Irving-

ton and Tarrytown for re-electing me as 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor. On election 
day I received 17,482 votes and am most 
appreciative.  The time to celebrate is now 
over. We’re proud of our Aaa bond rating 
(the highest rating possible), the fact that 
the portion of the budget impacting the vil-
lages has not exceeded the tax cap and our 
services. I look forward to having a great 
relationship with the rivertown villages and 
want to point out that about 2% of your 
tax dollars goes to the town---the rest goes 
to the school districts, county, fire districts 
and villages. Here are some goals for the vil-
lages for the next two years:

 
TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COM-

MITTEE – I hope the town will upgrade 
our website, make it more user friendly 
and plan to create a technology advisory 
committee so the town can be up to date 
and take advantage of the latest technology 
advancements. Lots of qualified residents 
have expressed interest in assisting. The 
Town Board is reviewing a proposal to turn 
our MIS office into a full department.

 
119 CORRIDOR NEEDS TO BE 

MORE BICYCLE FRIENDLY – The 
town received $250,000 from the state to 
study ways to make the 119 corridor more 
bicycle and pedestrian friendly. The new 
bridge (and the bicycle lane that will open 
next year) highlights the need to make areas 
surrounding the bridge safer for cyclists. 

SPRAIN ROAD/ARDSLEY ROAD 
INTERSECTION SAFETY IMPROVE-
MENTS – We are meeting with a traffic 
safety consultant who will be recommend-
ing some traffic safety improvements at this 
location--the improvements could be im-
plemented next year. Very strong possibility 
of a traffic light at this location.

RIVERTOWNS SQUARE SHOPPING 
CENTER NEEDS A BUS STOP – River-
towns Square is our region’s newest shop-
ping center consisting of restaurants and a 
movie theater. A large apartment complex, 
hotel and supermarket will soon open. Em-
ployees, students and others who don’t have 

cars have to cross the dangerous Saw Mill 
River Parkway to get to and from the shop-
ping center. I am lobbying the county to 
create a bus stop at this dangerous location. 
The closest bus stop is not sheltered and is 
located on Saw Mill River Road- a block 
and a half away. In recent years there was 
one pedestrian fatality -someone crossing 
the dangerous Saw Mill River Parkway by 
foot was killed.

 
REGENERON EXPANSION – Regen-

eron has helped put Greenburgh on the 
map as the bio tech capitol of the Hudson 
Valley. I anticipate that significant expan-
sion at the Regeneron site will take place 
during the next two years.

SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS ON 
JACKSON AVE – Need to implement 
recommended safety improvements on 
Jackson Ave. Will be working with Yonkers 
Mayor Mike Spano trying to secure state 
funding to offset some of the road safety 
improvements.

ALLOW NON-MOTORIZED BOAT-
ING ON SPRAIN LAKE – I have been 
pushing, unsuccessfully, to allow a limited 
number of non-motorized boats to row on 
Sprain Lake. Westchester County has re-
sisted this initiative. With a new County 
Executive in office - I will resume this lob-
bying effort. Most colleges and high schools 
that have rowing teams practice early in the 
AM (before rush hour--around 5 AM). If 
rowing would be allowed it would provide 
Edgemont, Ardsley, Greenburgh, Irving-
ton, Hastings, Dobbs Ferry and Ardsley 
High Schools with the opportunity to pro-
vide students with the chance to compete 
in a new sport. And--more college scholar-
ship opportunities. 

COMPLYING WITH TAX CAP AND 
MAKING GOVERNMENT MORE EF-
FICIENT – We will work hard to comply 
with the tax cap and to make government 
more efficient.  I welcome the opportunity 
for more shared services with our villages, if 
they desire.

 
FOOD SCRAP RECYCLING INITIA-

TIVE – We are working with the Green-
burgh Nature Center in creating a food 

scrap recycling drop off location at AF Vet-
eran Park. If residents would compost their 
food scraps it will significantly reduce the 
amount of garbage sent to the transfer sta-
tion and save the taxpayers dollars.

 
POSTAL SERVICE – During the past 

few years I have actively pushed for im-
provements in our postal service. I have 
been in touch with ranking officials at the 
U.S. Postal Service and members of Con-
gress. We need to depend on our postal 
service, and I will continue to give this the 

highest priority.
These are just a handful of initiatives that 

will be pursued. Again, thank you for your 
support. And, please feel free to reach out 
to me anytime you have concerns. My cell 
phone is 438 1343, my office: 989 1545. 
My home: 914 478 1219. We want you to 
love the experience of being a Greenburgh 
resident. And, I will continue to treat every 
concern you have very seriously.

Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
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Goals for Greenburgh for 2018

Don’t Shed a Tear for Governor Cuomo on Bridge

To the Editor:

Don’t shed a tear for Governor Cuomo 
complaining about a petition against nam-
ing the bridge for his late father Mario 
Cuomo.  Motorists and taxpayers are more 
concerned about how Governor Cuomo 
will find $2.6 billion outstanding balance 
of $3.9 billion needed to pay for the Tap-
pan Zee Bridge rather than naming rights. 
Don’t shed a tear for Governor Cuomo 
complaining about a petition against nam-
ing the bridge for his late father Mario 
Cuomo.  There ain’t no such thing as a 
free lunch or in this case, construction of 
a bridge.  At the end of the day, someone 
has to pay.  The Citizens Budget Commis-
sion report projects that tolls on the new 
Tappan Zee Bridge will likely increase 
from $5.00 to $10.50 after 2020 comes 
as no surprise.  It confirms what I previ-
ously predicted.  Governor Cuomo made 
a cold political calculation by promising 
not to raise the tolls when running for an-
other term in 2018 or President in 2020 
(the world’s worst kept secret).  To pay back 
the $1.6 billion dollar federal loan and $1 

billion New York Thruway Authority Bond 
which helped finance the new $3.9 billion 
Tappan Zee Bridge, tolls will have to go up 
by double or more over several years. The 
well-respected Moody’s Investment Servic-
es previously estimated the tolls will go up 
to $7.60 by 2021 and $15 by 2026 for the 
Thruway Authority to be able to pay back 
both the loan and bond.  

Governor Andrew Cuomo can pay for 
naming the bridge after his late father by 
using $2.6 billion out of his $26 billion 
and growing 2018 campaign reelection 
fund.

It is a safe bet that taxpayers and com-
muters will be paying higher fares, taxes 
and tolls in coming years to cover the costs.

Sincerely,

Larry Penner
(Larry Penner is a transportation historian 
and advocate who previously worked 31 years 
for the U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Transit Administration Region 2 NY 
Office.)

Lyceum Kennedy coordinator Bernard 
Mithieux. 

— Photo by: Rick Pezzullo
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Teens enjoy Sleepy Hollow Halloween Block Party on Beekman Avenue.




