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Tarrytown to Fight Cell Tower on MTA Storm Surge
Barriers on the
Land Near River
the event of collapse or flying ice and snow.
However, a playground and about two dozen
homes sit in the fall zone.

by Alexander Roberts
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In the wake of the sudden appearance of
a 150-foot cell tower on Metro North Authority (MTA) land near the Hudson River
Residents Concerned about View
waterfront, the Village of Tarrytown is gearImpact
While Franklin Courts residents expressed
ing up for a fight. The monopole sprouted
safety concerns, homeowners on MacArthur
on Saturday, September 15.
Lane, Riverview and Miller Avenues were
“I’ve been on the phone with the goveroutraged over the imposition of an “eyesore”
nor’s representative,” said Tarrytown Mayor
in their views of the Hudson River.
Drew Fixell, “as well as Assemblyman Tom
Thirty-year resident Dan Hanover, who
Abinanti and Senator Andrea Stewart-Couslives on Independence Street, created a petiins, who both want the tower removed.”
tion with 40 signatures calling for the removConstructed and owned by the MTA
Police adjacent to Tarrytown’s low-income 150-foot cell tower on MTA property near al of the tower. “Everybody is appalled that
such a monstrosity was built with so little
Franklin Courts community, it is part of a Tarrytown Train Station.
comprehensive multi-tower plan to enhance
—Photo by Rick Pezzullo notice or input from residents,” he said.
(Hanover’s petition on Change.org may be
emergency communications. As a state agency, it could bypass village safety and land use regulations. Tarry- accessed by searching for “Tarrytown” or “cell tower.”)
In addition, the Journal News is sponsoring a town meeting about
town’s zoning ordinance, for example, requires that a cell tower be
located a distance equal to its height from any residential homes, the cell tower at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, October 9 at Tarrytown Vilwhich in this case would represent a circle with radius of 150 feet. lage Hall. It will be hosted by Tax Watch Columnist David McKay
Continued on page 4
Called the “fall zone,” this buffer would limit potential injury in Wilson.

by Charlene Weigel

training.
“We are a mix of volunteers and paid people,”
Young said. He noted that the regular 12-hour
shifts are hardest to staff with volunteers during
weekdays “when most of our volunteers are at
work. Sometimes at those times, they are entirely
paid people.”
While TVAC has as many as 40 volunteers on
its roster, all don’t put in equal time, Young said.
“In today’s world, people are finding it harder to

Tarrytown resident Glenn Butler knew
that the hurricane headed his way just before Halloween in 2012 was no trick and
certainly no treat. Butler grounded his boat
at the Washington Irving Boat Club, making sure the plug was in and the motor outdrive was up. He never imagined he had just
readied her for a solo sail.
“I would have loved to see how she got
out between eight-foot fences, made a hardleft turn and ended up on the ball field,” he
said. Hurricane Sandy deposited less fortunate vessels on the Metro-North tracks and
damaged local infrastructure, power supply,
buildings and more.
The largest Atlantic hurricane on record,
Sandy was a triple witch: a Nor’Easter hitting at high tide during the full moon. The
historic storm surge awakened the general
public to the vulnerability of the region’s
coastline. Congress asked the Army Corps
of Engineers (Corps) for solutions to protect New York and New Jersey coasts from
future storm surges. The Corps, along with
non-federal sponsors, including the New
York Department of Environmental Conservation, responded with six options. Some
options involve barriers and levees, including Alternative Two, an in-water, harborwide barrier stretching from Sandy Hook,
New Jersey to Breezy Point, New York.
These alternatives could have an existential
impact on the Hudson River and the Atlantic coast, yet few area residents are aware of
the project.
Public comments were scheduled to close
in August. Following protests about the
lack of outreach, the comment period was
extended to November 5, after which the
Corps will choose one or two options for
further study. No environmental impact
studies or cost/benefit analyses have been
done to guide this narrowing process.
The options range from “do nothing to
shoreline strengthening measures” to “dis-

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4

TVAC Calls for Volunteers to Ease
Financial Stress
by Robert Kimmel

When the Tarrytown Volunteer Ambulance
Corps (TVAC) was created in 1967 its members
reflected its name; they were all volunteers. Today, that is not the case. The availability of volunteers able to meet the corps’ needs has fallen to
the point where paid Emergency Medical Technicians are called upon for many ambulance runs.
“We are a volunteer organization and years ago
we were 100 percent volunteers; however, times
have changed, and it has been more difficult to
get volunteers,” said TVAC Captain Alaric Young.
“We still have a need to provide service 24
hours a day, seven days a week,” Young stressed.
“In order to fill the need, we hire EMTs, and we
pay them to fill the gaps. Recently the situation
has gotten worse, and we are hiring more and
more. Last year we answered 1,100 calls, and the
number increases every year.”
On each of those calls, there must be an EMT,
a Certified Medical Technician, with the required

Hudson Under
Review

Tarrytown Volunteer Ambulance Corps has
been in existence for more than 50 years.

www.thehudsonindependent.com

Longtime Local Publisher Stepping Away from Newspaper
by Robert Kimmel

The longtime publisher and owner of
the River Journal is stepping away from the
newspaper, potentially bringing an end to its
publication which began 21 years ago. “Tis’
time to move on,” Robert Bonvento wrote
last month in the ‘Fall Issue’ of the paper.
Bonvento, a Tarrytown resident, noted
that he was a professional actor before starting the paper, adding, “I wish to return to
my writing and performing.” He cited a performance at the Tarrytown Music Hall last
year in which he performed and had writ-

ten, adding, “It showed me that I still have
the ‘acting chops’ to continue.” He said he is
working on a second solo performance.
The River Journal was circulated monthly
in Tarrytown, Irvington, Sleepy Hollow and
Briarcliff Manor. Mailed originally to Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow addresses. Irvington was added more than a decade ago and
Briarcliff Manor more recently. It also has a
web presence.
Whether the newspaper continues, or not,
apparently depends upon its sale to a new
publisher. “River Journal will either continue under new ownership – everything is in

place for it to do so in print and online – or
the River Journal can move on as well,” Bonvento wrote. Bonvento offered his thanks to
“all the people with whom I have come in
contact with over two decades.” As of this
reporting there is no specific word that the
paper has either been bought and will continue or, as Bonvento expressed it, the paper
will “move on.”
Bonvento, 72, was brought up in Tarrytown and was a graduate of Sleepy Hollow High School. His career has included
counseling in mental health, writing and
on-camera performances in television programs.
“The River Journal was the first paper to
pick up my writing when my family moved
to the rivertowns 12 years ago,” David
Neilsen commented. Neilsen, who had written the column, “River Dad” for eight years,
said, “It was through my relationship with
Robert and my reporting that I quickly became part of the community.” He credited
the paper for “…many of the relationships I
have and roles I’ve played in this communi-

ty.” Referring to “River Dad,” Neilsen said,
“These columns are special to me as they are
a snapshot of my life when my children were
much younger, and also in many ways were
the precursor to my becoming a published
children’s author.”
Should the River Journal cease publication, The Hudson Independent will remain as
the single, monthly community newspaper
reaching all residential and businesses addresses in Tarrytown, Sleepy Hollow, and Irvington, as well as Scarborough-on-Hudson
and Ardsley-on-Hudson locations. The Hudson Independent is published by the Hudson
Valley News Corporation established 13
years ago with the financial support of 65
local shareholders. It has won awards from
the New York Press Association and various
local organizations.
“We take very seriously our newly heightened responsibility as the predominant
source of news about our rivertowns,” The
Hudson Independent’s Editorial Board Chairman Barrett Seaman said following Bonvento’s announcement.

The Music Hall Academy

Director: PETER ROYSTON
STILL TIME TO SIGN UP FOR OUR FALL PROGRAMS:
Shakespeare Playground | Introduction to Stand Up Comedy
Theater History For Adults | Show Choir, Jr and Sr | Say Something! Theater
Transforming Stories | Introduction to Acting | Shakespeare For Adults
Introduction To Improv | Improv For Teens
The Academy, under direction of beloved theater educator Peter Royston is offering a
great roster of experienced teachers in the professional environment of The Music Hall.
Our motto is “Arts For Life”. We strive for an experience where students grow through the
performing arts, where the journey of discovery is the goal. Come play with us!

TARRYTOWNMUSICHALL.ORG/ACADEMY
Music Hall Theater | 13 Main Street | Tarrytown, NY
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Aging in Place—and Eating
Well, Thanks to Phelps
by Barrett Seaman

Volunteers for ITAV (It Takes a Village)
10591, Tarrytown’s non-profit agency that is
part of a nationwide “Aging in Place” movement, were invited last month to Phelps
Hospital for a treat: a meal prepared under
the medical center’s new executive chef,
Andrew Cain. A Michelin-rated chef most
recently known for his work at California’s

Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn, Cain served
up a Summer Vegetable Ratatouille, made
up of half a dozen healthy vegetables plus
spices, as an example of the kind of healthy
eating senior citizens, especially, should include in their diets.
Cain was recruited by Bruno Tison, vicepresident for food services and the corporate
executive chef for all of Northwell. Tison
Continued on page 12

One of the Hudson Valley’s most notable authentic Italian restaurants
Seasonal Menu Features • Homemade Pasta & Specialties

Piccola Trattoria invites you to host your private event in our intimate dining room for up to 45

TUESDAY
TUESDAY- -SATURDAY
SATURDAY5PM- 10PM • SUNDAY
SUNDAY 3PM- 9PM
41 Cedar Street Dobbs Ferry 914-674-8427 piccolany.com
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Cell Tower

Continued from page 1

At the time the monopole was proposed
in 2015, Fixell said the MTA was uninterested in considering other sites. Though, in
a recent interview with The Hudson Independent’s editorial board chair, Barrett Seaman
on Indy Talks, Fixell wondered whether an
antenna atop the Metro North overpass
couldn’t accomplish the same thing as the
tower.
“I suspect that they picked this site because they owned the land, could circum-

TVAC

Continued from page 1

volunteer… everybody in the family works,
and there’s just not as much free time,” he
said.
A lack of volunteers has created heavy financial burdens for TVAC. Young used the
term “dire” in describing the situation. “At
one time we survived on donations; however, our donation pool hasn’t increased
very much at all,” explained Young, who
has been with TVAC for 25 years. “We are
operating at a deficit, and no organization
can continue to do that.”
Ambulances, bare of medical equipment,
cost about $160,000. TVAC was fortunate
to have received a grant from the New York
Thruway Authority community benefit
funding relating to the Governor Mario
Cuomo Bridge construction for one of its
two ambulances.

vent the village regulations, and as owner
gain revenue from renting the tower to
wireless carriers,” Fixell said.
Stymied by state law, the village sued
based upon the proposed tower’s potential
visual effects on nearby historic properties
and the surrounding landscape under the
National Historic Preservation Act. A court
decision against Tarrytown came in March
2018.
In response to an inquiry by The Hudson
Independent, MTA spokesperson Aaron
Donovan said, “The monopoles serve the
express purpose of bolstering the state’s

E911 and other public safety radio capabilities and are completely safe and meet or exceed local and national building codes. The
Tarrytown site was selected by the MTA
because it is on MTA property, allows coverage to fill a gap in 911 and police radio
connectivity, and other sites meeting those
criteria could not be identified.”
Several other towns have tried to stop
the MTA’s tower plans without success, although the village of Mt. Kisco convinced
the MTA to relocate a proposed tower on
village property.
While the MTA denied basing its choice

of sites on potential revenues from wireless
carriers, it confirmed that the agency has a
revenue sharing agreement with Lendlease,
the company that recently acquired Parallel as the site manager. According to a published report, the MTA is looking at renting
the tower to private carriers that would attach their antennae to it, though the MTA
will pay no taxes on the income.
Fixell is currently examining the village’s
options for another lawsuit, but is pessimistic based on the lack of success in other
cases. He feels that public pressure might
achieve greater success.

Young stressed the need to reduce expenses, “and one of those ways is to find a way to
attract more volunteers,” he stated. TVAC
had to institute another means of meeting
its financial needs some years ago – by accepting health insurance payments, Medicaid and Medicare payments when possible
from insured patients.
Under this system, TVAC uses a thirdparty billing company to charge a patient’s
insurance company for the ambulance fees.
Many insurance policies have money set
aside for this.
“We bill about $600 for an ambulance
call,” Young said. “Insurance won’t pay
that entire amount,” he related. “Right in
the moment, it’s keeping us going… we’re
trying not to actually bill people for the remainder of it,” said Young. “We don’t want
people not to call the ambulance because
they’re worried about the money.”
While TVAC is an independent unit
not under the auspices of the village, its

financial plight has come to the attention
of Mayor Drew Fixell and Administrator
Richard Slingerland, as well as the Board of
Trustees.
“We’ve spoken with representatives of the
ambulance corps in regard to their having
trouble getting enough volunteers to staff
their shifts,” Slingerland said. He noted
that Fixell has been in direct contact with
Phelps Hospital President and CEO Dan
Blum to seek possible plans proposed by
the hospital, “ for the long term ambulance
emergency needs of the community.”
Fixell credited Blum with “coming up
with the idea of exploring solutions. He is
very interested in helping to figure a way
out of the problem.” The discussions have
been very preliminary.
Blum characterized the TVAC as a “very
good organization, doing an excellent job
with great people volunteering there.” He
speaks from experience, as he continues to
ride as a volunteer with the Chappaqua Volunteer Ambulance Corps.
Some type of collaboration might be possible, according to Blum. He noted that a

“partnership model helped Mt. Pleasant
maintain its ambulance service. Working collaboratively with members of the
Tarrytown Corps and municipal officials,
perhaps, could result in a more sustainable
model that leverages their current assets and
current workforce,” Blum stated. “We have
a track record of success collaborating with
local communities.” Blum also acknowledged that merging of different communities’ volunteer corps “possibly could be
beneficial to maintain the critically involved
services.”
TVAC and the voluntary ambulance services of neighboring Sleepy Hollow and Irvington service each other’s ambulance calls
when urgency requires it, generally when
their own ambulances are on calls. Those
two villages are also seeking more volunteers to support their operations. They also
have paid EMT on their staffs.
Contact TVAC to volunteer, or for more
information visit: http://www.tarrytownvac.org/.

Storm Surge
Continued from page 1

connected barriers and levees” to a “fivemile barrier linking Sandy Hook and Breezy
Point.” Public documentation on the project consists of a one-page fact sheet and a
link to the presentation slides (http://www.
nan.usace.army.mil/Media/Fact-Sheets/
Fact-Sheet-Article-View/Article/644997/
fact-sheet-new-yorknew-jersey-harbor-tributaries-focus-area-feasibility-study/). Existing and assumed projects were not factored
in. “The Corps has a $60 million project
in Mamaroneck that we have been talking
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Joe Rickles contributed to this story.
about for the past four years, and it is not
even mentioned,” said County Legislator
Catherine Parker. The public has no information on what protective solutions may
already be in process or the degree to which
other existing projects may be impacted.
Captain John Lipscomb of Riverkeeper
asked the Corps for an example of an existing structure as a model for Alternative
Two, the full harbor barrier. “They pointed
to the Eastern Scheldt in Holland. We researched it,” said Lipscomb, “30% of it
opens and 70% is fixed in the water.” Jen
Benson, Riverkeeper Outreach CoordiContinued on page 6
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Politics Aside, the Mario Cuomo Bridge is Finally Up and Running
by Barrett Seaman

With the cordite-like smell of election
politics thick in the September air above,
the Mario C. Cuomo Bridge has finally
grown by small fits and big starts into a
full two-span, eight-lane conduit across the
Hudson, while the old Tappan Zee shrinks
beside it.
By mid-month, eastbound traffic flowed
freely on the southernmost span, after a second grand opening officiated by Governor
Andrew Cuomo. More slowly, to accommodate the removal of lane-separating Jersey barriers and the application of paint, the
westbound span reached its full, one-way
potential only at month’s end. All that’s left
now is the addition of the express bus lanes,
scheduled for the end of October, and the
12-ft. wide “shared use” pathway for bicycles and pedestrians overlooking the river to
the north, still off in the future.
Almost nothing happened without drama, as befits the political silly season leading
up to November elections. Surprising many,
the governor opened the eastbound span on
September 7, a week before the September
13 Democratic primary, launching a notso-sotto voce stage whisper campaign that
he forced the opening on his construction
team for political gain. Arriving once again
by car—this time the 1932 Packard Phaeton convertible that Franklin Roosevelt
had bequeathed to future New York gover-

nors—Cuomo spoke emotionevaluation by Tappan Zee Conally about his relationship with
structors is complete,” Driscoll exhis father, for whom the bridge
plained. “Once finished, it will be
is named. Hillary Clinton was
ready to open to traffic as soon as
the featured speaker, whom
the Thruway Authority is assured
Cuomo introduced as “the perthere is no risk to the new span.”
son I believe should be sitting in
Cuomo’s political opponents
the Oval Office today.”
pounced on the delay like Roger FeIn case anybody missed
derer on a loose volley. “Safety has
his larger target, the goverto come above all else,” lectured his
nor echoed Ronald Reagan’s
primary opponent, Cynthia Nixon
famous 1987 Berlin call to
(who the following week would
Gorbachev to “Tear down this
take a decisive thrashing in the priwall.” Cuomo said: “Mr. Presimary). “The governor needs to be
dent, stop your quest to build a
fully transparent about what hapwall and start building bridges.” Governor Andrew Cuomo waves to onlookers at opening of
pened here,”
—Photo by Barrett Seaman
He meant, of course, not only westbound span of new bridge.
Republican gubernatorial candithe literal bridges Trump had
with the actual opening scheduled to take
date Marc Molinaro went further,
campaigned on with his unfulfilled trillion- place gradually over the weekend ahead. calling for an investigation. “There are real,
dollar infrastructure campaign but also the But before a single pylon was moved aside, reasonable questions about whether this
figurative bridges needed to unite a frac- engineers noticed that work dismantling bridge span opening was accelerated to aid
tious nation.
the adjacent Tappan Zee Bridge had ren- the governor’s campaign,” he said in a stateClinton picked up the metaphor in only dered some areas unstable. Thruway Execu- ment.
a slightly more obtuse way. “If you can tive Director Matt Driscoll issued a stateThe deconstruction risk never materialbuild it here,” she said, “you can build it ment early Saturday explaining a delay in ized, but a story that made it to The New
anywhere.” She also took care to recognize the traffic transfer.
York Times claimed that the governor had
a major Cuomo constituency, the people
“In continued disassembly of the old Tap- offered the contractors, TZ Constructors,
who actually built the bridge: the 7,000 pan Zee Bridge last night, a potentially dan- incentives to get the job done by primary
workers who put in 11.5 million hours of gerous situation developed where a piece of day.
construction, using 220 million pounds of the old bridge has become destabilized and
It won’t be until November before we
American steel with the help of 847 New could fall. Given its proximity to the new learn whether voters—or at least enough
York businesses awarded contracts to work completed span, out of an abundance of of them—are influenced by such news. But
on the bridge.
caution, motorists will remain in the cur- for now, the new bridge, by any name, is
The ceremony was on a Friday morning, rent traffic configuration until a thorough doing its part.
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so much fun, it’s scary...
pretty funny vintage

come by the shop for some great gifts
& say “scary fun” for 20% off all sleepy hollow souvenirs!
80 south broadway, tarrytown, ny
www.thehudsonindependent.com					
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Remembering September 11, 2001:
Tarrytown and Irvington officials held solemn ceremonies on September 11 to mark the 17th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the United States.
— Photos by Debbie Allen and Barrett Seaman

Storm Surge
Continued from page 4

nator, quoted the World Fish Migration
Foundation based in The Netherlands who
said, “Don’t do what we did. We enclosed a
once open estuary and killed it. Design with
nature, not against it.”
Tracy Brown, Director of Connecticut
Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound,
said Congress asked the wrong question.
According to Brown, the right question is
how to protect against storm surge and rising sea levels. Brown points out that water
levels equalize when barriers are open to
allow commercial and other vessel transit.
Barriers will not protect from sea level rise.
Corps materials acknowledge sea levels will
rise and that barrier solutions do not target
that issue.

New York State Assemblyman Steven
Otis worries about what will happen when
the barriers close. His constituents, including Mamaroneck, New Rochelle, Port
Chester, Rye and others, are outside the
wall. “Where will the water go?” he asked.
“To the Sound Shore communities.”
The Westchester County Board of Legislators Committee on Environment, Health
and Energy has called for an extended public comment period, more public hearings,
and release of scientific and design information.
“This is the biggest engineering and environmental challenge we’ve faced in thousands of years,” said Legislator MaryJane
Shimsky. “The idea that you decide this
on the same time frame that you decide a
mega-mall down the street is absolutely ri-

diculous.” The Corps estimated the feasibility study cost at $19.4 million of federal and
non-federal funds (including state tax dollars). The fact sheet does not estimate costs
or sources of funding for any option.
The Hudson is an estuary, a body of water where the sea muscles up, pushing the
fresh water line north and south with the
tide. Like other estuaries, it is an underwater wildlife refuge for striped bass, shad,
blue crab and more. The Hudson is also an
incubator for baby Atlantic sturgeons, their
home for seven years before they graduate
to the open sea. “The tide is the circulatory
and respiratory system of the estuary,” said
Lipscomb. Barrier options will restrict tidal
flow on the Hudson, as did the Eastern
Scheldt in The Netherlands. The tidal pulse
will weaken with sewage concentration,

DISCOVER YOUR

MIGHT

turbid water and other unintended consequences.
Butler and 16 million other coastal residents know that storm surge can destroy
property and lives, as can rising sea levels. George Latimer, Westchester County
Executive, urged the Corps to hold additional hearings and provide more detail so
Westchester residents can give informed
feedback before any narrowing of options.
Additional information and links to submit
a comment can be found at https://www.
riverkeeper.org/campaigns/river-ecology/
storm-surge-barriers/.
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and The Army
Corps of Engineers did not respond to
questions by press deadline. This story will
be updated online if they respond.

The power of you,
unleashed by a
Masters education.
The Masters School is a leading co-ed day, 5 and
7-day boarding school for grades 5-12 that fosters
active intellectual exploration through a vibrant
interchange of ideas, cultures, arts and athletics.
Masters students find their own voices and emerge
ready for college, career and life.

OPEN HOUSE Grades 5-8 at 9:00 AM
OCTOBER 20 Grades 9-12 at 1:30 PM
RSVP to 914-479-6420 or admission@mastersny.org

49 Clinton Avenue | Dobbs Ferry, NY | mastersny.org
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Whether you are buying or selling,
let Dan help you navigate
the Real Estate MAZE...

WEBBER PARK

THE MANOR

WEBBER PARK

Dan’s Select 2018 Listings in HEADLESS HORSEMAN Country

WEBBER PARK

WILSON PARK

PATRIOTS PARK

...to avoid the goblins,
witches and ghouls along the way,
and reach the end UNSCATHED!
Daniel Bucci

Associate Real Estate Broker

Your Full-Time Partner Residing and Serving in The Rivertowns
Cell: 914.372.6631
Email: dan.bucci@cbmoves.com
Website: dbuccirealestate.com for Testimonials, more
Facebook.com/dbuccirealestate
Experienced | Educated | Effective
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it
without personal verification. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the
Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

Watercooler

Heard Around the Watercooler
by Maria Ann Roglieri

National Merit Scholarship
Semi-Finalists
Congratulations to Luca Brown (Sleepy
Hollow High School), Ethan Chang,
Braden Donoian and Chrysmine Wong
(Irvington High School), and Henry Lin
and Annika Braun (Hackley School) for
joining the fewer than 1% of U.S. high

school seniors to compete for 7,500 National Merit Scholarships worth more
than $32 million.

Phelps President Honored
Phelps President and CEO Dan Blum
was honored at the annual Tarrytown
YMCA Halloween Masquerade Ball on
September 28 at the Tarrytown House.

Shames JCC on Hudson
Awarded Security Grants
The Shames JCC on the Hudson has
received, for the first time, thanks to the
assistance of Congresswoman Nita Lowey,
$150,000 in a Federal Homeland Security
Grant. At the same time, thanks to help
from State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, the JCC received $150,000 from the
State Special Hate Crimes Funding. The
funds will enable the JCC to increase its
visible and non-visible security, enhance
staff training and internal communications. $50,000 of the grant money will be
used to enhance security at the Children’s
Garden Center at Temple Beth Abraham, which is another site of the JCC’s
early childhood program. “We continue
to provide everything we can to keep our
members, staff, and campus safe and secure, and we are very grateful to Senator
Stewart-Cousins and Rep. Lowey for helping us to do this,” said Shames Executive
Director, Andrew Ergas.

Local Owners of Tarrytech Computer Consultants Win Award
Tarrytech Computer Consultants (own-

ers James and Barbara Kudla from Tarrytown) won 914 Inc.’s Small Business
Award for General Excellence. Tarrytech
Computer Consultants was also listed in
the Inc. 5000 list of the fastest-growing
private companies in America. The company provides IT support and network
management in Westchester and the greater New York-Metro area.

Local Artist to Display at Warner
Library
Award-winning Tarrytown artist Doris
Mady will be returning to Warner Library
for the months of November and December with her oil paintings depicting some
of her “Favorite Things and Places.”

Watch INDY TALKS

A monthly half-hour interview show featuring people in the news in the rivertowns,
the show can be seen each Friday during the month at 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 and 8:30
p.m. on Greenburgh Public Access Cable Channel, found on: Channel 75 on Optimum cable TV; Channel 34 on Fios fiber-optic television. The program can also be
found on Greenburgh’s public access website: http://www.greenburghpublicaccess.
com, The Hudson Independent website, and our Facebook page, The Hudson Independent. You can also access previous Indy Talks interviews on these web sites.
This month’s interview is with Tarrytown Mayor Drew Fixell who discusses a number of issues facing the village.
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Brown, Hoyt, Rinaldi Unopposed for Tarrytown Board of Trustees
by Rick Pezzullo

Incumbents Karen Brown and Robert
Hoyt and first-time candidate Paul Rinaldi
have been endorsed by Tarrytown United
and the Tarrytown Democratic Committee for three seats on the village Board of
Trustees and will be unopposed in the November 6 election.
Brown, owner of Hudson Barter Exchange, will be serving a second two-year
term, while Hoyt, a senior manager at Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, will be serving
a seventh term. Trustee Mary McGee decided not to seek a seventh term. Rinaldi,
a Clinical Psychologist with a specialty in
addiction, has served on the Village Ethics
Committee since its inception more than
10 years ago.
“I am running because I have wanted to
be able to serve the community that has
given so much to me and to my family. I
am excited at the possibility to serve with
such a dedicated and knowledgeable Board
of Trustees and mayor,” Rinaldi said. “I
look forward to learning from them and I
hope that my professional and personal experience will enhance the process of making the important decisions that will guide
us into the future.”
“Through my experience on the Ethics Committee I learned how our village
government works and began to appreciate the complexities of managing a village

no matter the size,” stated Rinaldi, a village
resident for 19 years. “I deeply care about
Tarrytown and believe that it is truly a special community because of the commitment that residents have to the town and to
the maintenance of the wonderful balances
that define us as a village.”
Brown said that during her first term
she has acted as a liaison to the Tarrytown
business community with the aim to help
existing businesses thrive and bring new
enterprises into the village.
“Our Main Street is more vibrant than
ever, and the village is well poised for economic growth, with investors wanting to
build and do business here,” she said. “Most
recently, plans are being considered to redevelop the under-utilized retail space on
Broadway. However, these opportunities
also pose challenges, including increased
congestion and rising housing costs, that
could threaten the culture and quality of
life that Tarrytown residents hold dear.”
“In addition to my work on downtown
development, I also am proud to be part of
the Board’s many other efforts to improve
our village’s quality of life,” Brown stated.
“I’ve always believed that Tarrytown’s success is rooted in smart, dedicated residents
working together on the full range of important issues. It is our goal to enhance
community outreach. I encourage more
residents to please come to public meetings
every first and third Monday of the month

L-R: Paul Rinaldi, Karen Brown and Robert Hoyt are running unopposed in the
November 6 election.

and to share their ideas on community
matters.”
Hoyt, a lifelong village resident, said he
was seeking reelection to support many
current village projects.
“The village is in the process of amending the Village’s Comprehensive Plan that
will focus on planning toward the future.
We have started projects at Losee Park that
include major repairs and upgrades on the
Tarrytown waterfront utilizing state and
county grants, ballfield lighting upgrade
and ballfield repairs. The Village is install-

ing a new segment of the RiverWalk Park
from the commuter lot by the parks garage
all along the waterfront utilizing state and
county grants,” he stated. “I will continue
to explore improving parking in our downtown area. Over the years, we have increased parking spaces, but I will continue
to do more. I will continue to be fiscally
responsible and keep real estate taxes under
the tax cap, which the Village Board has accomplished every year since the tax cap was
established.”

THE
NEW
RIDE
SHARE
1.5 MILES OF WATERFRONT PROMENADE.

A new riverfront destination is coming to the edge of Sleepy Hollow.
Steps from the Metro and only 37 minutes from Grand Central Station.
Featuring urban townhomes, condos, apartments, lush parks and trails.
A future waterfront promenade, boutique hotel, shops, dining and
office lofts. With views from the new Governor Mario M. Cuomo
(Tappan Zee) Bridge to the Manhattan skyline.

EDGE-ON-HUDSON

A New View On The River

edgeonhudson.com

The information provided in this advertisement is not an offering of homes for sale. Edge-on-Hudson is soliciting interest in the overall project and will share your interest with builders constructing and selling homes. No offering
of homes for sale can be made by an individual builder and no deposits can be accepted, or reservations, binding or non-binding, can be made until the builder’s offering plan is approved by the New York State Department of Law.
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For Irvington Incumbents, Challenges Await – Even if
Election is a Shoo-in
by Barrett Seaman

Uncontested village trustee elections
have become commonplace in Irvington.
The last time an incumbent running for office was challenged was in 2012. That was
when newcomer Democrat Mark Gilliland
beat out Republican Rocco (Rick) Rasulo,
who had been appointed to fill a vacated
seat. Also winning that year was Walter
Montgomery, another Republican. Since
then, it has been all Democrats.
Rasulo went on to head the local Republican Party, which has been unable to field
a slate of candidates since. Rasulo recently
resigned that position, and when asked to
identify his successor allowed that he did
not know of one and referred the question
to Mayor Brian C. Smith, an erstwhile Republican. But Smith said that he has since
re-filed as “unaffiliated,” meaning that by
next term no member of the GOP holds
elected office in the village.
It seems unlikely that everything done by
the predominantly Democratic board has
won unvarnished public approval. Smith
offers a more plausible explanation: “I don’t
think there have been issues that the Board
of Trustees has dealt with recently that have
created passion in people [needed to drive
them] to run.”
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The downside, as Gilliland, now a third
term incumbent, is the loss of feedback
from the public. “It’s weird running unopposed,” he said, “because there’s not a lot
of conversation around issues facing the
village.”
And issues there are—or will be in the
coming years. The recently completed update of Irvington’s Comprehensive Plan
laid out a series of long-term goals, but as
the board is finding out, there are a lot of
thorny details lurking in among the weeds.
Take a couple of relatively small bore
proposals: legalizing beekeeping by residents and allowing homeowners to rent
out rooms, either as Airbnb’s or outright
bed and breakfast establishments. Some
residents have raised concerns about adverse reactions from bee stings; others
worry about bee flight patterns. As for
room and home rentals, opposition to the
use of historic homes for commercial gain
was particularly fierce, causing the board to
strike that category altogether. Said Gilliland, “Even when we try to go for the lowhanging fruit, issues come up.”
The tougher challenges are to come with
the promise to re-zone North Broadway
in order to attract maximal use of the land
there in ways that are consistent with the
character of the village—easily articulated,

but as Gilliland says, “figuring out exactly
how is not going to be easy.”
Two other major challenges: finding new
homes for the fire department, which has
outgrown its current Main Street quarters, and the Department of Public Works
(DPW), which is situated on valuable
property better suited for other uses.
A third major challenge the board faces,
as has every board in recent years, is park-

ing—the proverbial third rail of village
politics. That is a project that Irvington’s
second unopposed candidate, Dr. Larry
Lonky, an optometrist looking toward his
second term, wants to focus on. “Personally, I’d like to see us get a comprehensive
parking plan in place,” he said. He recognizes the multiple competing interests surrounding parking, as well as the overarching restriction, which is the lack of space.

And the Winner is....Everyone!: Kids’ Club of Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow
was honored on Saturday, September 8 to receive a generous donation from
Tarry Crest Swimming & Tennis Club from funds raised at their Ladies’ Member/Guest tennis tournament. Despite some raindrops, it was a fun day of
tennis, trivia, raffles and socializing. Kids’ Club truly appreciates being chosen
as the beneficiary and looks forward to directing the money toward valuable
community programs, so that even more children can enjoy healthy recreational opportunities in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow.
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Interested
— in more —
interest?
IntroDuCIng
our 3 year
tompkIns
Bump-up CD
startIng at

Thinking about putting money into a CD—but wondering
if rates might go up? With the Tompkins Bump-Up CD,
you can keep your options open. If rates go up, you can opt
for a higher interest rate once during your 3 year term.
You can deposit more money once during your term, too.

To open your Tompkins Bump-Up CD,
stop into your local branch today.

apy*

with a
consumer
checking
account **

MahopacBank.com

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 8/27/18. **A Tompkins Consumer Checking account is required to receive the advertised rate. Rate will be reduced by 0.50% if no checking relationships is
established within 60 days of account opening. This offer is valid for consumers only. Offer may be withdrawn without notice. There is a $1000 minimum balance to open a certificate and to obtain APY. There is a
maximum initial deposit amount of $250,000. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. True Advantage relationship bonus does not apply to this account. The interest rate and
APY may be changed once during the initial term of the CD. Upon receipt of a written bump-up request from you, we will adjust the interest rate and APY to the current interest rate and APY we pay on the 3 Year
Certificate of Deposit. The rate increase will be paid for the remainder of the term and will not extend the maturity date. One additional deposit may be made during the initial term. The one time deposit cannot
be greater than $100,000. Upon maturity, the CD will automatically renew to the terms and conditions of our 3 Year CD.

Fall Allergy Season and 8 Ways to Keep Symptoms at Bay
by Barbara Moroch

Just when you thought it was safe to go
outside…more hazards await: fall allergies.
While most people associate allergies with
springtime, the other peak season is right
around the corner, ready to wreak havoc —
bringing with it a return to sneezing, runny
noses, nasal congestion and more.
While spring allergies are caused by tree
pollen, fall allergies are caused by weeds,
with ragweed being the biggest culprit.
Ragweed pollen is a common allergen with
symptoms that can start as early as August,
reaching peak levels in September and October. It can be airborne for miles, spreading
a path of misery for allergy sufferers along
the way — with symptoms such as runny
nose, itchy eyes, sneezing, scratchy throat
and nasal congestion.
In addition to ragweed pollen, there are
also some lesser-known triggers for fall allergies. While most people enjoy Indian summer, unseasonably warm temperatures can
make allergy symptoms last longer. Mold
spores can also be released when humidity
is high, or the weather is dry and windy.
In addition, falling leaves can stir agitating
pollen and mold into the air, exacerbating
symptoms.

Ways to get relief

There are a host of medications designed
to help alleviate the symptoms associated
with allergies, regardless of the season. Advises Dr. Kwak, “OTC medications should

be used early in the allergy season, because
the more irritated the respiratory tissue becomes, the harder it is to get relief.
> Over-the-counter (OTC) saline sprays:
They can often rinse allergens out of your
nose when you come in from the outdoors
and before going to sleep. There are numerous OTC antihistamines that can be very
helpful, but be careful of side effects that
can include drowsiness the next morning.
Saline sprays and artificial tears are most
helpful in washing pollen out of the nose
and eyes.
> OTC nasal steroids: These sprays must
be administered only at the recommended
dosages, and when used, must be placed in
the nose pointing to the ear. It will often
take 3 to 11 days before the full benefits can
be felt.
Falling leaves can stir agitating pollen and mold into the air, making allergy symptoms
> Antihistamines and decongestants: worse.
Antihistamines reduce sneezing, sniffling,
— Photo: Getty Images
and itching by lowering the amount of histamine in the body, while decongestants start on a symptom-free day. Shower and high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filter
shrink the blood vessels in the nasal pas- shampoo after playing or working outside.
or dehumidifier and vacuum the house evsageways to relieve congestion.
> Remove contact lenses: If you wear ery week with a vacuum cleaner that has a
> Eye drops: Helps relieve itchy, watery contact lenses, remove them if you have red, HEPA filter.
eyes.
swollen, or itchy eyes. Contact lenses can
Finally, people should see an allergist
> Keep windows closed: This will help further irritate eye allergies and make the when the quality of their life is so impaired
keep ragweed pollen out of your house or, condition worse.
that they are unable to fully function and/or
if it’s warm enough, run the air conditioner
> Think “HEPA”: Purchase a portable enjoy their normal lifestyle.
that can filter out large airborne pollen particles.
> Monitor the pollen count: Pollen
25,000 meals a day. The ITAV volunteers are
counts are usually highest between 4:00 Continued from page 3
just a small sample of the beneficiaries.
a.m. and 8:00 a.m., so minimizing earlyITAV began as a ride service for seniors
morning activities may help you get a jump- was himself the first Michelin-Star chef in
the United States to go to work for a health- unable to get around by themselves but
care company. Having world-class cooking, has since branched out by providing help
he says, is “part of the whole vision of our at home, setting up computers or doing
CEO, Michael Dowling, who wants to take handyman work, services that do not require
food to the next level in healthcare,” says Ti- professional licenses. More than 134 senior
son. Healthy eating is an extension of hospi- citizens have joined ($25 annual membertal care, and Tison, Cain and other top-flight ship fee) and 64 have volunteered as drivers
chefs brought onboard are executing that and home helpers. Those interested in joinphilosophy through their menus and pur- ing or volunteering can learn more at www.
chasing power. Northwell as a system serves itav10591.org.

Aging in Place

1 Dixon Lane, Tarrytown, NY | 914-631-1000

Fridays and Saturdays
7 & 9:30 PM SETS
October 5 & 6

Gerry Mulligan Tribute

Scott Robinson Marvin Stamm
Bill Mays Dean Johnson Ron Vincent

October 12 & 13

Louis Hayes Quartet
October 19 & 20

Ravi Coltrane Quartet
October 26 & 27

Larry Willis Quintet

Ravi Coltrane

Brazilian
Sundays

Sunday
Evening Jazz

4 PM SET

6 PM SET

October 7

October 7

Liz Rosa Group

Judy Niemack Quartet

feat. Roni Ben-Hur

feat. Jim McNeely, Doug Weiss
and Leon Parker

October 14

Laura Dreyer
Quartet
Ana Fernandez
Quartet

October 21

October 28

October 28

Tickets at jazzforumarts.org
Great food, Italian wines, draft beers, full bar
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Alan Broadbent Trio
feat. Harvie S and Billy Mintz

October 21

Klaus Mueller
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October 14

Jay Leonhart Trio
Ray Blue Quartet

Presenting Sponsor:
Montefiore Health System
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Halloween Happenings
Oct 5-Nov 24

The Great Jack
O’Lantern Blaze: More
than 7,000 illuminated
jack o’ lanterns, all designed and handcrafted
by a team of artisans
at Van Cortlandt Manor
in Croton.

Friday 5
Tony Winner Performs: Philipsburg Manor
in Sleepy Hollow will host Bill Irwin inside a specially-built tent for The Unsilent Picture, which
will feature a screening of an original black-andwhite silent film accompanied by live musicians
and a special-effects Foley artist in an immersive
environment. The Unsilent Picture will run for 16
nights, from Oct. 5 through 31. For dates and
tickets visit Hudsonvalley.org.
Horseman’s Hollow: Taking Washington
Irving’s tale of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow to its
darkest extremes, Philipsburg Manor is transformed into a terrifying landscape ruled by the
dead, the evil and the insane. Oct. 5-7, 12-14,
19-21, 25-31. Visit hudsonvalley.org.
The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze: More than
7,000 illuminated jack o’ lanterns, all designed
and handcrafted by a team of artisans at Van
Cortlandt Manor in Croton. Complete with
synchronized lighting and original soundtrack.
Oct. 4-31, Nov. 1-4, 7-11, 15-17, 23-24. Timed
tickets only. Visit hudsonvalley.org.
Irving’s Legend: Master storytellers offer
dramatic performances of Washington Irving’s
classic tale, featuring the Headless Horseman,
Ichabod Crane, Brom Bones and Katrina Van
Tassel at Old Dutch Church in Sleepy Hollow.
Oct. 5-7, 12-14, 19-21, 25-31. Visit hudsonvalley.org.

Saturday 6
Scary Stories Writing Workshop: Interested in
learning and writing your own scary stories? Then

Monday 8

An Evening with Edgar Allan Poe: The
popular annual event is slated for 8
to 9:30 p.m. Poe, portrayed by local
storyteller David Neilsen, will read
favorites from his own stories and
poems.

Saturday 27

Halloween Race: The Sleepy Hollow 10K race will be
held at 9:30 a.m. Info: http://www.rivertownrunners.
org/sleepy-hollow-10k

come to this three-part writing workshop and
learn from writer, Claire Mathey, at the Ossining
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave., Saturdays Oct. 6,
13 and 20 at 10 a.m. Registration is required. To
register, please call James Trapasso at 941-2416
Ext. 327, send an e-mail to jtrapasso@wlsmail.org
or register on the online calendar.

Halloween Artist: Tavern Sign Painting with
Halloween artist Heather Gleason will be held
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Everyone will receive a
blank wood sign, brushes and paints. No experience required.

Friday 26

Sunday 7

Sleepy Hollow Haunted Hayride: The annual Hayride will be held from 7 to 10 p.m. It
is not recommended for some children due to
graphic content. Tickets will only be sold online.
Info: https://www.sleepyhollowny.gov/home/
events/23863.

Horace Whitley And The Unimaginable Horror: From 7:30 to 9 p.m. see an ancient tomb of
evil! Horrific creatures from beyond space and
time! Not recommended for children or the faint
of heart.

Saturday 27
Halloween Race: The Sleepy Hollow 10K race
will be held at 9:30 a.m. Registration is $40
through Oct. 20 and $50 on the day of the race.
The race will begin at the Morse School, 30 Pocantico St. Info: http://www.rivertownrunners.org/
sleepy-hollow-10k/.
Tarrytown Halloween Parade: The 17th annual
Village of Tarrytown Halloween Parade will be
held at 5:30 p.m. For more information or to
register as a group, visit tarrytownhalloweenparade.
com.

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery Events
The following are events scheduled for the Sleepy
Hollow Cemetery. Info: 914-631-0081 or
http://sleepyhollowcemetery.org.

Saturday 6

Monday 8
An Evening with Edgar Allan Poe: The popular
annual event is slated for 8 to 9:30 p.m. Poe,
portrayed by local storyteller David Neilsen, will
read favorites from his own stories and poems.
This event always draws a crowd – purchase tickets
in advance to avoid disappointment!

Thursdays 18 and 25

you! Join us for an evening of interactive entertainment with a deadly twist! Advance tickets are
a must because of character assignment.

Saturdays 21 and 28
Spooky Stories From Six Feet Under: Join us for
spine-tingling cemetery tales of ghoulish ghosts,
spooky specters, and fiendish fools. The family that
screams together stays together! The event will be
held from 5 to 6:30 p.m. both nights.

Lyndhurst Events:
A series of Halloween events have been scheduled for
October at Lyndhurst, 635 South Broadway
Tarrytown. Visit: http://lyndhurst.org.

Thursday 4
Mansion Tours: Daytime “Mansion Tours with
a Halloween Twist” are held Thursdays through
Monday through the end of October. Admission
is $20 per person.

Saturday 6

Beyond the Legend: Washington Irving wrote a
fair number of haunting ghost stories besides his
famous The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Local storyteller David Neilsen brings some of these gripping
tales to life in front of your eyes. The event will
take place from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on both nights.

Scarecrow Invasion: The popular Scarecrow Invasion leaps into the future with a completely new
way to experience the fall landscape. Landscapesited sculptures plus student-created scarecrows
will be on view Columbus Day weekend through
Halloween, day or night. Admission is $5 for person; free when attending other Halloween events.

Saturday 20

Friday 19

Murder Mystery at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery:
A murder mystery event will be held from 7 to
9:30 p.m. Everyone who attends is a suspect–even

House of Curiosities: “Jay Ghoul’s House of
Curiosities: The Mystery of the Pharaoh’s Curse,”

Inquiring Photographer

Continued on page 21

by Alexa Brandenberg

What Do you Enjoy Most About Halloween in the Rivertowns?

Jon Vercesi

Jefferson Saico

Symantha Outlaw

Diane Gross

Joseph Saico

Tarrytown

Sleepy Hollow

Sleepy Hollow

Tarrytown

Sleepy Hollow

“Watching all the children have
so much fun.”

“I like the block party with the
hayride in Sleepy Hollow”

“The hayride and trick or
treating in the Manor with my
friends.”
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“I enjoy all the festivities and
activities, and all the kids
dressed up and celebrating.”

“It was fun when I was little and
I dressed up, but now there’s
the cemetery and the scary hay
ride.”
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The Unsilent Picture, New Signature Event from Historic Hudson Valley
by Rick Pezzullo

Historic Hudson Valley has announced
the expansion of its Halloween-themed
events with The Unsilent Picture, an immersive theater experience coming to Philipsburg Manor in October.
The centerpiece of the new event is an
original black-and-white silent film starring
Tony Award winner Bill Irwin (Who’s Afraid
of Virginia Woolf, Rachel Getting Married)
and directed by Alex Harvey (Walden: Life in
the Woods). The 16-night experience screens
the film accompanied by live musicians and
a special effects Foley artist in an immersive
environment.
Historic Hudson Valley commissioned
the film, which is based on the Washington
Irving short story, “The Adventure of the
Mysterious Picture.” Shot on location in
Croton-on-Hudson, at Van Cortandt Manor, a National Historic Landmark owned
by Historic Hudson Valley, the short film
explores what happens when a man of science has a brush with the possibility of the
supernatural.
“At once buffoonish and gothic, The Unsilent Picture is a playful homage to a bygone
era of storytelling,” said Harvey. “Based on
a tale from the father of the American ghost
story, Washington Irving, the film reminds
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us that no matter how much we grow up,
our childhood fear of the unknown is always
lurking nearby—waiting to be provoked.”
The critically-acclaimed actor Irwin plays
the role of the man of science, Geoffrey
Crayon. “You don’t get asked often to be
part of the making of a silent film. It’s an art
form, a craft, of the past. If silent storytelling
is what keeps you up at night—if you feel
like the movies of the ’20s are one of America’s great contributions to world culture—it’s

hard to be contained and composed when
you hear an homage to the silents is being
made,” Irwin explained. “Bravo to Historic
Hudson Valley for commissioning maestro
Alex Harvey to make a gothic salute to the
era of filmmaking that came first—the one
that began the moment the camera was invented. And to them both for hiring me.”
“The Unsilent Picture is a ground-breaking
event combining live theater, film, music,
and art—unlike anything else in the area,”

said Rob Schweitzer, Vice President, Communications and Commerce for Historic
Hudson Valley. “We were thrilled to work
with Alex Harvey and living legend Bill Irwin to bring this project to life and can’t wait
for it to become part of the Halloween tradition here in Sleepy Hollow Country.”

Details: The Unsilent Picture

Dates are Oct. 5-7, 12-14, 19-21, 25-31.
Continued on page 15

Futurescape at Lyndhurst to Compliment Scarecrows
by Linda Viertel

From October 8 through the 31st, Lyndhurst’s fall landscape will be transformed by
local sculptor Malcom MacDougall’s futuristic metal sculptures in conjunction with
student-created scarecrows – an exciting new
way to experience the traditional “scarecrow
invasion.”
By using Halloween and scarecrow activities in the schools, MacDougall hopes,
he says, “Students will think about how
to bridge their seasonal interests to issues
revolving around sculptures’ role in landscape.” Meeting with students, MacDougall
has been collaborating in their scarecrow
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creating and contemporary
mask-making. He is eager,
he notes, “To get students excited about sculpture, what it
means, and its uses.” Instead
of thinking about sculpture
as a “thing that takes up
space,” he wants students to
understand “how sculpture
articulates space, how it exists in a context.”
To that end, students in two schools will
be involved in the project, from creation
to installation. Visual arts teacher, Susan
Cowles-Dumitro in Mt. Pleasant’s Westlake
Middle School and Michael Garguilo Tarry-

town/Sleepy Hollow science
teacher and Environmental
Club advisor are partnering
with MacDougall, bringing
him into their classrooms
to enhance their students’
involvement in place-based
visual arts.
So, whether you wish to
Photo: Fred Charles enjoy Lyndhurst’s colorful
fall foliage by day or have
a mysterious night time adventure, visitors
can have both experiences amidst dramatic
sculptures complemented by local student
scarecrows. Another unique way to celebrate
Halloween in our rivertowns!
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Sleepy Hollow Lore: Did You Know?
by Barbara Moroch

Okay, we all know that Sleepy Hollow is
the Halloween Capital of the World, but
just how much do you know about the
legends and lore that have fueled its reputation? Here are some little-known facts
about the area we call home that just may
surprise you:
1 Ichabod Crane, Fact or Fiction? Both!
The character figures prominently in Washington Irving’s The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,
but Irving took his inspiration for the character (not to mention the name) from an
Army captain serving in Irving’s regiment.
2 Paranormal Activity on Parade: A
British ghost investigator by the name of
Dean James Maynard visited the Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow area in the summer
of 2005 and dubbed it “the most haunted
place in the world.” Wonder why? Read on!
3 Sunnyside Hauntings: Washington
Irving’s residence is open to visitors, where
tour guides in period costume lead them
through rooms of original furnishings. But
there’s a case to be made for the original
inhabitants as well. Apparitions have been
spotted engaged in various tasks, such as
Irving’s nieces playing in the bedrooms and
the house staff tidying up the home. Many
even claim to have seen Irving himself!
4 “The Apparition in White”: Sybil
Harris King was the daughter of Benjamin
Newton Duke, co-founder of the American Tobacco Company. Although she died
in 1955, her spirit may just live on — as
she has been heard pacing up and down the
second-floor hallways of King House, on
the grounds of the Tarrytown House Estate
and Conference Center.
5 Name Dropper: Besides setting the
stage for all things spooky in our area, here
are a couple of things you might not know
about Washington Irving. He’s named after
George Washington and was present at the
first presidential inauguration in 1789, and

L to R: Ichabod Crane and Katrina Van Tassel; The Headless Horseman; Major André; St. Barnabus Church, Sunnyside.

the phrase “the almighty dollar” was coined
by him.
6 It’s Witchcraft! Hulda the Witch,
who came to this area from Bohemia in
the 1770s, was shunned from the community when the minister of The Old Dutch
Church declared her a witch and forbade
anyone from contacting her. The ol’ gal
had a knack for creating healing potions
and for being a great shot — firing on British troops with deadly accuracy during the
American Revolution. After killing many
redcoats, she fell mortally wounded. Later,
her neighbors discovered a will in her home
in which she left all of her money and possessions to the widows of patriots who died
during the war. She is buried at the Old
Dutch Burying Ground in Sleepy Hollow.
7 Losing His Head: Traditional folklore
holds that the Horseman was a Hessian artilleryman who was killed during the Battle
of White Plains in 1776. He was decapitated by an American cannonball, and the
shattered remains of his head were left on
the battlefield while his comrades hastily
carried his body away. Eventually they buried him in the cemetery of the Old Dutch
Church, from which each Halloween night
he rises as a malevolent ghost, furiously
seeking his lost head.
8 Soldier Poet: Revolutionary War Ma-
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jor John André was a British Army officer
hanged as a spy during the Revolutionary
War for aiding Benedict Arnold’s attempted
surrender of the fort at West Point. Angry
with both the Americans for denying his
request to be executed by firing squad and
the British for refusing an offer of exchange
for Benedict Arnold, he died in a rage. His
ghost is said to roam Patriot’s Park, where
he can be heard reciting a poem he penned
that was published in the local gazette on
the day he was captured. In the poem, he
wrote, “What hero could refuse to tread
the rugged path to fame.”
9 Chills in the Church: The Church of
St. Barnabas, a stone Gothic Revival near
Sunnyside, is allegedly haunted by some of
its occupants from the 19th century, the
church pastor and his family. The wife can
sometimes be seen knitting in a rocking

Unsilent Picture
Continued from page 14

Performances times are at 6:15, 7:15, 8:15,
and 9:15 p.m. Online tickets are $18. Historic Hudson Valley members receive a $5
per ticket discount.
The experience is recommended for ages
10 and up. It contains scenes of drinking

chair, and children play in the hallways. In
the year 2000, when a group of men were
installing a new organ, they claim to have
seen the ghost of the Reverend himself —
William McVickar.
0 Two in One: It looks like Sleepy Hollow has one large cemetery, but it’s actually
two and is owned and maintained as two
separate entities. There’s the Old Dutch
Burying Ground, which is on the grounds
of the Old Dutch Church; and there’s
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, which surrounds
the Old Dutch property. The people Washington Irving used as his inspiration are located in the Old Dutch Burying Grounds.
Irving himself and many other illustrious
people are located in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery. The two cemeteries together comprise
about 88 acres.

alcohol, smoking and snuff tobacco use, implied violence, and mature themes.
Tickets are available online at www.hudsonvalley.org or by calling 914-366-6900
($2 per ticket surcharge for phone orders
and for tickets purchased onsite, if available).
Philipsburg Manor is located at 381 North
Broadway (Route 9) in Sleepy Hollow.
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Unsung Heroes

Local AYSO Coach Follows Mother’s Footsteps in Volunteering
by Tom Pedulla

Like mother, like daughter. Like mother,
like son.
When Patricia Evans saw her mother,
Hilda, volunteer on behalf of numerous
organizations, she decided to take it to another level. She devoted more than 30 years
to the Tarrytown Volunteer Ambulance
Corps as an emergency medical technician
and 20 years to Girl Scouts. Evans, 71, has
made some concessions to age, but she still
drives for It Takes a Village (ITAV).
Patricia’s son, Matthew, combines his
passion for soccer with the desire to help
a diverse group of local youngsters through
his time as a coach and referee with the
American Youth Soccer Organization
(AYSO). In addition, he is a founding
member of the Sleepy Hollow Football
Club, in its first season in the Westchester
Youth Soccer League.
Evans graduated from Sleepy Hollow
High School in 1988. He is a 1995 graduate of the Culinary Institute of America
with extensive experience in the restaurant business. In volunteering, he said he
is merely following the good example he
grew up with. “I got volunteerism and
a sense of trying to help the community
from my mother, and I’m very grateful to

Matthew Evans with his daughters Maya
and Alicia.

her for that,” he said. “She gave and gave
and gave.”
So does Evans, 48. Despite working long
hours as a food and beverage manager at a
conference center, he makes sure to enjoy
quality time with his wife, Nazareth, and

their daughters, Maya, 19, and Alicia, 14,
and still throws himself headlong into anything and everything having to do with local youth soccer.
He is a former Regional Commissioner
for AYSO, serving from 2015-2017, and
now oversees all of Westchester as Area Director. He is president of the Sleepy Hollow Football Club. He also previously volunteered as an usher at Tarrytown Music
Hall.
“He is a great man of character and stability and a true leader in the community,”
said John Sutherland, who is devoted to local teams in various sports.
Evans said he allows himself free time
on major holidays such as Christmas and
Thanksgiving. But that is all. He described
his daily routine as “very complicated.”
Rarely does he allow himself adequate
sleep.
“It’s a job plus a full-time job as well,”
he said of his work in soccer. “I love it,
though.”
Patricia admires her son’s dedication.
“Matthew puts his heart and soul into soccer,” she said. Evans believes AYSO and
Sleepy Hollow Football Club provide vital
outlets for girls and boys.
“For me, it is all about getting those
kids on a field on Saturday and Sunday

mornings and afternoons and having an
organized team to go to with an amount
of structure,” he said. “There are a lot of
kids in our organization and in our community who lack a certain structure in their
lives and need that. You’d be surprised how
many kids from all walks of life don’t have
a family life. Both parents are working and
the kids have a lot of time to themselves.”
Evans noted that the days when youngsters would develop skills and form friendships through pickup games are long
gone. He worries that young people are
consumed by social media and said of the
hours they spend at practices and games,
“It’s time away from their devices.”
Evans admitted his life is a constant
struggle to find enough hours in the day.
“Time is hard,” he said. “You never recover
time.” He finds more than enough consolation, though, in knowing his time is so
well spent.
The Hudson Independent presents “Unsung
Heroes,” a series of articles profiling those who
provide extraordinary service to the communities in the readership area. If you wish to
suggest someone for this feature, please email
us at editor@thehudsonindependent.com
with a brief description of that person’s background.
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Sports

Dobbs Ferry Quarterback Embraces School’s Rich Tradition
by Tom Pedulla

Patrick Straub, in his third year as quarterback at Dobbs Ferry, could not have had
a more appropriate word on the back of the
blue shirt he wore during a recent practice:
Tradition.
Straub, aiming to lead the Eagles to the
Section 1 Class C championship game for
the third consecutive year, has grasped the
significance of his school’s rich football tradition since he started playing the all-important quarterback position in third grade.
Straub’s father, Alan, never tasted the bitterness of defeat in three seasons as a center
and linebacker at Dobbs Ferry. His teams
rattled off a 30-0 record from 1983-1985 as
part of an eventual 42-game winning streak,
then the highest in the state.
Veteran Dobbs Ferry fans cherish memories of those days. But they are equally sure
to embrace every football team, and Straub
feels the strength of their backing every bit
as much as his father did.“That’s the great
part of playing for this town,” he said. “Ev-

Patrick Straub eludes a tackle.

erybody comes to the games. It definitely
brings the community together.”
Straub (6-0, 170 pounds) and his teammates also feel the burden of expectations.“I
try to have as much fun as possible,” he said,
“but there is definitely pressure in football,
more than any other sport I play.”
Straub was chosen to be a member of the
varsity team as a freshman to help him acclimate to that level and the attention that surrounds the team. He became the starter as a

sophomore and took the Eagles to the Class
C title. They fell short to Albertus Magnus
in the championship game last year.
Alan has seen his son grow with almost
every game.“With the history of Dobbs
Ferry, knowing the background and the
winning streak in the 1980’s, he definitely
has pressure,” the father said. “This year and
toward the latter part of last year, he’s a lot
cooler. He used to have the weight of the
world on his shoulders, but he’s a different
kid this year.”
Straub has come to possess essentially a
coach’s knowledge of the old-school wing-T
offense Dobbs Ferry employs to great effectiveness, often running opponents into the
ground.“We audible a lot,” said coach Jim
Moran. “He’s a very smart kid. He has the
ability pre-snap to read what’s going on and
get us into the best play possible.”
Straub knows the role each offensive player must execute for the Eagles to soar. “You
basically ask him any position -- lineman,
running back, receiver – he’ll know what
you have to do,” said halfback Jack Baglieri.

“If someone blanks out, go to him and he
can tell you anything.”
Straub has been working with quarterback coach Kevin Kernan since the sixth
grade. He has come to relish the responsibility he has. “I get to touch the ball every play.
It’s always in my hands. It’s definitely challenging,” he said. “It’s definitely a big role,
but I like to take on the leadership aspect.”
Although the wing-T is run-oriented,
Moran now takes advantage of Straub’s
strong, accurate arm by at least occasionally
having his team line up in a shotgun formation to put a defense on its heels. Moran
said of Straub’s evolution, “He went from
being a game manager to somebody who
makes plays.”
Dobbs Ferry enjoyed a solid start this season after compiling a 7-3 record last year. “I
always like to say, ‘There is no better feeling
than winning a football game’ because not
everybody knows how much work goes into
it,” Straub said. “For this season, we’ve been
preparing since last winter.”
There is, after all, tradition to uphold.

SH Middle School Student Aiming for College Soccer Scholarship
by Tom Pedulla

The pursuit of excellence in sports can
often feel like a solitary journey. Not for
11-year-old soccer player Julissa Casiano.
Her ever-cheering grandparents, Mariana
and Oscar Segarra, played the sport in Ecuador before they immigrated to the United
States in the early 1990’s. Her brother, Alexander, is a team captain and starting goalie
at Sleepy Hollow High School. Her mentoring uncles, Fabian and Jonathan Segarra, each advanced to the collegiate level in
soccer. Her mother, Jhoana, runs with her
twice a week. They pound out four miles
each time.
Owen Scully, director of coaching at Perfect Touch Soccer Academy in Chappaqua,
recently added Casiano to his ambitious
program. He describes her as a “wonderful
prospect.” That Casiano is advanced beyond
her years surely reflects her family’s backing.
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“When you grow up with soccer, it becomes a part of who you are,” Scully said.
“The environment she’s in, it helps with understanding the game. It does bring a player
along very, very quickly.” Casiano’s relatives
have worked with her on the physical and
mental aspects of the demanding sport. She
knows her individual success reflects that
team effort.
“I’ve had support from my entire family
to play the sport,” she said. “It means a lot.
It shows that they care. And they really do
support me in all of my decisions, no matter what.”
Since her parents divorced in 2014, Casiano has grown especially close to Fabian, a
captain of the soccer team at Sleepy Hollow
High School before his graduation in 2005.
He went on to play at Emmanuel College
in Boston.
“I treat her as if she was my daughter
pretty much,” Fabian said. “I try to be there

October 2018

any way I can, physically, emotionally, any
way she might need me. My house is always
open to her. She knows she can call me any
time she wants.”
Casiano’s goal of pursuing a college scholarship to a Division 1 school and then playing soccer professionally is a shared dream.
So is her desire to become a lawyer and perhaps a judge.
“We will support her as much as we can,”
said Jhoana, a teaching assistant at Sleepy
Hollow Middle School.
The Segarra’s know no other way. “We’ve
been lucky to have a family that’s very
close,” Fabian said.
On the field and off, Julissa draws comfort from that. Although her parents’ divorce affected her deeply, she found a way
to create something positive from that. She
wrote about the experience in a powerful essay that helped her gain admission to Hudson Scholars, a program offered by Hackley

School to develop promising local students.
Casiano is a sixth grader at Sleepy Hollow
Middle School. She is convinced the many
hours she devotes to soccer while still very
young will be rewarded.“I very much do
think it can get me a college scholarship,”
she said. “I just hope this goes as far as it
can go.”
Casiano began playing soccer when she
was four years old. She first competed at
age eight, as a member of the Sleepy Hollow Blaze. Although she is naturally fast and
elusive, other elements of her game should
grow through experience.
Casiano will face stiff challenges as a
member of Perfect Touch’s travel team.
Scully quickly added her to the roster after a
recent tryout.“I saw tremendous potential,
great natural ability,” he said.
Another important person in Casiano’s
extraordinary family is Jaclyn, Fabian’s wife,
who helps her in many ways.
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Irvington High Junior Semifinalist in International Competition
by Anna Young

Irvington High School junior Jerry Wu
won semifinalist honors last month in the
prestigious international Breakthrough Junior Challenge competition.
The Breakthrough Junior Challenge
is a global initiative that aims to develop
and demonstrate students’ knowledge of
science and scientific principles, support
STEM (science, technology, engineering
and mathematics) careers, and engage the
imagination and interest of the public in
key concepts of fundamental science. Wu,
16, was among 29 semifinalists selected
from more than 12,000 registrants representing 190 countries around the globe.
“It’s really exciting because I didn’t expect
it,” Wu said. “When you put in the time
and effort you can really do something
great and your efforts will be rewarded.”
Wu, who interns with clinical scientists
at Weill Cornell Medical College, and is
a member of his school’s science research
program, where students work with teachers on independent research projects, said
he joined the competition after being influenced by his neighbor who participated
a few years ago.
“I thought I could do it, as well,” Wu
said.
Since the global initiative launched four
years ago, students 13 to 18 years old are
challenged to create original videos that il-

lustrate a concept or theory in life sciences,
physics or mathematics. The submissions
are evaluated on the students’ ability to
communicate complex scientific ideas
in the most engaging, illuminating, and
imaginative ways.

Irvington High School junior Jerry Wu

The semifinalists then compete in the
“Popular Vote” portion of the challenge.
The popular vote invites the public to vote
for their favorite semifinalist submission by
liking, sharing or issuing a positive reaction
to the videos on the official Breakthrough

“There is a part of me that wants to win so I can give the money back to my
school to build a new science lab,” Wu said. “I hope to do it for the school
because someone could walk by the science lab and maybe they’ll be
motivated to become a brilliant scientist.”
—Jerry Wu

Prize Facebook page.
The top 15 finalists will then be reviewed
by a committee comprised of scientific experts. The winner of the competition, announced in November, will be awarded a
$250,000 college scholarship and the science teacher who inspired the winning student will win $50,000. The winner’s school
will also receive a $100,000 state-of-the-art
science lab.
“There is a part of me that wants to win so
I can give the money back to my school to
build a new science lab,” Wu said. “I hope
to do it for the school because someone
could walk by the science lab and maybe
they’ll be motivated to become a brilliant
scientist.”
With his project, Wu creatively describes
CAR T-Cell therapy, explaining how scientists genetically engineer t-cells to seek
out and destroy cancer. Through his stepby-step analysis, Wu describes what happens to the body when diagnosed with the
disease and how it heals during the CAR
T-Cell therapy.
“My teacher said it was a really interesting idea and I thought it was interesting

to combine all these genetics and different
biologic topics about the immune system,”
Wu said. “The video helped me share the
ideas I have and present them in a way
people can enjoy and learn.”
With a passion for science, Wu said he
believes there needs to be both an inventive
and creative foundation to find a cure for
cancer. He said studying biomedical engineering will allow him to work to create a
device that could help people around the
world on a broader scale.
“You need to communicate your ideas effectively and get the word out with what
you want in the future,” Wu said.
While Wu is undecided about where he
wants to advance his studies, right now
he’s focused on inspiring others to be more
engaged in science. As the only student in
Irvington to enter the global competition,
he hopes his success will motivate his peers
to participate next year.
“It’s really nice actually to get acknowledged for my work,” Wu said. “But I know
there are plenty of other young scientists in
my school, so I’m hoping this will inspire
them in the future to do this challenge.”

Trick Out Your
Family Routine
Move!Learn!
Connect!
at the Shames JCC
•

State-of-the-art fitness center with full court gymnasium

•

Certified personal trainers

•

Over 70 diverse fitness classes for all ages

•

Aquatics center with two indoor pools

•

Enrichment programs for children, teens, and adults

•

Kidspace childcare (ages 6 months to 8 yrs)

•

New teen programs including J-Rock Band, Westchester
Circus Arts classes, teen fitness classes, and more

"

Let Us Treat Your Family!
3-Day Family Guest Pass*

Shames JCC on the Hudson
371 S. Broadway, Tarrytown NY
914.366.7898 | ShamesJCC.org

www.thehudsonindependent.com

Local, first time guests only. Must present coupon to
redeem. Guest pass valid for three days of fitness. Certain
conditions and restrictions may apply. Expires 10.31.18.
*
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The Tarrytown Lakes Park—Get Out and Explore It!
by Catherine Ruhland

Tarrytown’s Lakes are developing into an
increasingly exciting venue for aquatic and
terrestrial recreation by area residents.
The village created the Tarrytown Lakes
in 1887 as drinking water reservoirs for
Tarrytown. As Tarrytown villagers required
more water than the lakes provided, they
were decommissioned as a drinking water
source in 1993. Now this area, together
with the 60 acres surrounding it, comprise
the Tarrytown Lakes Park—almost 5% of
the acreage of Tarrytown. Within the park
are not just the two beautiful lakes where
resident kayaking and fishing are allowed
(both by village permit), but also another
pretty “park within a park”—Wilson Park,
at the top of Beech Lane and to the east
of Wilson Park Drive, just south of Warner
Lane. There are walking and biking trails

as well as historic structures and beautiful
lookouts here and there.
Wilson Park has a collection of magnificent trees from all over the world and vistas of the Hudson River, especially in the
winter and early spring. There is a walking
path along its ridge, and access to the main
Tarrytown Lakes Trail at two spots on the
eastern side of the park. Wilson Park is a
quiet place that offers lovely sledding and
cross-country skiing terrain in winter.
The gravel-covered trail known as the
Tarrytown Lakes Trail is on what was once
the railroad bed of the Putnam Division of
the New York Central Railroad. It is wide
and sturdy enough for biking and hiking,
and leads to six smaller marked woodland
trails that meander through forest, with frequent views of the lakes. The bird-watching
in this area is exquisite. The main Tarrytown Lakes Trail terminates at a trail called

the Andre Brook Trail, which turns west,
crosses Wilson Park Drive (near Tower
Hill/County House Road) and leads down
a ravine to the Sleepy Hollow High School
parking lot. Once the final section is built,
it will be possible to walk all the way from
the Neperan Road-Tarrytown Lakes parking lot to the Old Croton Aqueduct.
Opposite the Neperan Road-Tarrytown
Lakes parking lot is the entrance to a paved
trail, owned by the County of Westchester,
which leads to the North/South County
Trailways. Both the paved trail and the
Tarrytown Lakes Trail are ideal for cycling,
especially since they connect to other long
biking trails. A valuable website for trail information (including quality of surface) is
MyTarrytown.com.
The beloved skate shack, at the southern
end of the upper lake, which was built as
a warming hut for skaters in the 1940’s or

Irvington Town Hall Theater Presents an Evening About
Transgender and Non-Binary Lives on October 19
The Irvington Town Hall Theater (ITHT) has launched a new
diversity series comprising three unique community events for the
upcoming season. Irvington resident and ITHT commissioner Kim
Gilligan, who is producing the series, explained, “From identity to
cultures to disabilities, there are numerous stories to share.” The
series begins on October 19 at 7:30 p.m. with “My Identity Is Not
Your Opinion: An Evening About Transgender and Non-Binary
Lives.” This free event will include a short film about a father and
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son as they navigate the transition. A young person who writes a
transgender comic book and a non-binary visual artist will be among
participants in a panel discussion and Q&A with the audience.
Supported by The Loft LGBT Community Center of Westchester
(www.loftgaycenter.org), the event is suitable for adults and children
from middle school age and up. Sponsors for the diversity series
include Lockard & Wechsler Direct. For more information, please
visit: www.irvingtontheater.com.

50’s (if you know the date, please contact
the writer), was recently removed for safety
reasons. The cozy deck that was attached
to the warming hut will be replaced over
the next year or two so that villagers can
once again contemplate the beauty of the
lakes from this lakeside vantage point. If
the winter is cold enough and conditions
permit, the village intends to clear the ice
and allow skating.
The Eastview Pumping Station (“pumphouse”) stands on the eastern-most point of
Tarrytown. It still houses filters and pumps
that were used until 1993 to clean and
move the village’s drinking water. Today
Tarrytown relies solely on the New York
City Catskill and Croton Aqueducts for its
drinking water, so there is no chance that
the old pumphouse will ever be used for
that purpose again. The village is contemplating the next step as the building continues to deteriorate. Next to the pumphouse, for those who don’t have their own
village-permitted kayaks, a kayak rental
company offers their kayaks every weekend
and on some holidays through October 8
(Columbus Day).
So, please go out and explore the Tarrytown Lakes Park, an underutilized Tarrytown amenity!
(This is the first in a series of articles by
Catherine Ruhland, Chair of the Tarrytown
Lakes Committee.)
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Halloween Happenings
Continued from page 13

Thursday 25

based on classic mystery stories, will be held on
Oct. 19, 20, 21, 25, 26, 37, 28 and 31. Groups
depart every 15 minutes and the program is about
30 minutes long. Admission is $25 for adults and
$20 for children 12 and under.

HalloWeen maGic sHoW: At 7 p.m. a Halloween
Magic Show featuring Halloween-themed magic
with Pete and Chris Amusements will be held. Fun
for the whole family!

Warner Library Events:

Friday 26

A series of Halloween events have been scheduled for
the Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown. For more information call 631-7734 or visit
warnerlibrary.org.

frankensTein music: Wacky Dr. Frankenstein
will visit the library at 7 p.m. and play music from
Frankenstein productions that have been done on
Broadway, in movies and on TV. The program is
co-sponsored by the Village of Sleepy Hollow.

Saturday 13
HalloWeen Poems: At 3 p.m. Theremin Ghosts,
featuring original poems written by Robert Milby
about haunted sites in the Hudson Valley, New
York City, and gothic landscapes, not always of the
tangible world, accompanied by Carl Weldenon
on the Moog Theremin. The Theremin frames
the poetry in sounds that are often unsettling,
eerie and spooky, in keeping with the spirit of
Halloween.

Saturday 20
Trunk or TreaT: “Trunk or Treat” will be held
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Tarrytown Recreation
Dept. parking lot. To decorate your trunk, e-mail
the Recreation Department at ttrec@aol.com.
Register before Oct. 12. Prizes will be awarded to
the best trunks in themed categories. Info: http://
www.tarrytowngov.com/home/news/new-halloween-event-trunk-or-treat-october-20-2018
creePy carnival: The event will be held from 2
to 3:30 p.m. Come in costume for games, crafts
and treats! The event is intended for kids between
the ages of three and 11.

Tuesday, Oct. 30
War oF tHe WorldS: The radio play will be presented at 2 p.m. This classic Orson Wells program
is celebrating its 80th anniversary. The original
broadcast produced a national panic-stricken audience response.

Young Adult Halloween Programs at the
Irvington Public Library

10th Annual Family Y at Tarrytown

HALLOWEEN

MASQUERADE BALL
Friday, September 28, 2018
Tarrytown House, Tarrytown, NY
Honoring Phelps Hospital and its
President & CEO, Daniel J. Blum

The following events will be held at the Irvington
Public Library, 12 South Astor St. Info: call 5917840, e-mail irvref@wlsmail.org or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Tuesday 11
maTcH Box maGic: Make a little box of Halloween fun out of match boxes for yourself, your
friends, or that raucous ghost up in the attic. The
program begins at 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday 25
desiGninG PumPkins: Using markers, glitter and
glue design a miniature pumpkin just for you. The
program begins at 4:30 p.m.

TCBL Basketball Tryouts Announced
for Fall Travel Basketball
TNT Basketball presents TCBL (Tri-County Basketball League) for boys and girls
with more advanced basketball skills. Based on try-outs and numbers, TCBL could field
up to six teams for Boys and Girls in Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8. Fourth graders can try-out for
a 5th grade team. All players who reside in the Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow School Districts or who attend a school that is within the Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow Villages are
invited to try-out. The season runs from early December until the play-offs end at the
beginning of March. Most teams have a maximum of 11 players so it is a true try-out.
Try-outs are scheduled for Saturday, October 20 at Washington Irving School as
follows:
All Girls grades 4,5,6,7 and 8 2 -2:45 p.m.
Boys Grades 4,5, and 6
2:45-3:30 p.m.
Boys Grades 7 and 8
3:30 to 4:15 p.m.
For less experienced basketball enthusiasts, TNT Basketball will be back with a recreational program in January to help develop skills. Details will follow on Facebook at
TNT Basketball.

B AN D S PON S OR S
Jenny & Kiran Batheja Sadie & Nick Singman Marshall & Sterling
DI N N E R S PON S OR S
Sylvia & Aubrey Hawes Clover Heating & Cooling Inc.
Cuddy & Feder, LLP PAYCOR
DE S S E RT S PON S OR
Linda Giuliano & Ed Rutland
TOP S HE L F B AR S PON S OR
Allan M Block Agency CBRE/ Advisory & Transaction Services
EMC Financial
PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSOR

Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
19 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
Bus. 914-591-7800
Fax 877-462-3096
jean.sears@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

To our generous sponsors and guests:
Thank you for making the event a smashing success!

Member SIPC

All event proceeds will benefit the
Strong Kids Scholarship Fund for
Underserved Children & Families
at the Family YMCA at Tarrytown
It’s not too late! Support local families and children in need
of services by donating to the Family Y at Tarrytown.
www.ymcatarrytown.org/make-donation-today
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Food for Thought

Ossining’s Unique Restaurants: Aji Limo and Melike
By Linda Viertel

T

hanks to a steady inﬂux of immigrants into our region, rivertown residents
have the chance to experience a variety of ethnic cultural heritages and
culinary traditions. Two unique dining opportunities, Peruvian and Turkish,
are well worth the short drive up to Ossining’s historic Main Street.

Aji Limo

Peruvian food is classy and plentiful, a
fusion cuisine with a long multicultural
history, and there is no better way to experience the tastes and feel of that country’s unique gastronomy than at Aji Limo.
Chef, owner Nilton Mori was trained by
Peru’s premier chef Ezequiel Valencia, following his own 8-year restaurant experience, so his skillful, hospitable staff knows
how to educate and serve customers his
authentic food with knowledgeable charm.
Housed in Melike’s former site, Aji Limo
serves both Peru’s traditional restaurant
and food cart dishes, all based on Mori’s
mother’s recipes. Addictive deep-fried corn
nuts - cancha await diners at every table,
a perfect crunch to add to all the popular
ceviche selections. Mori creates six various
offerings of raw seafood or shellfish marinated in lime juice, chilies, thinly sliced
onions and fresh herbs. Whether your
ceviche is the “classico,” or con arroz, made
with shrimp, squid, scallops, mussels or
white fish, all are marinating in a “leche de
tigre,” literally “tiger’s milk.” Leche de tigre, the citrus-based marinade infused with
fish juices is said to help one “recover from
a crazy night on the town.” At Aji Limo,
the juices are mixed with seafood, cilantro and onions for Mori’s special “Energy
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Dish.” Another ceviche selection gets special treatment - topped with fried calamari.
Starters and main courses feature Mori’s
delicate sauces, all based on a variety of
indigenous peppers: the aji limo – floral,
fruity and spicey; the rocoto- a staple of
Peruvian salsa, and the aji panca – sweet
and smoky. Black
olives also feature
prominently in Mori’s
sauces, often complementing his huancaina
sauce, a silky, spicy,
and creamy yellow
sauce that smothers
his “papa andina a la
huancaina:” steamed
fingerling
potatoes,
which are then fried to crisp the skins, and
served with sliced boiled egg- a signature
presentation. Other popular starters include aji panca marinated fried chicken
wings accompanied by Mori’s blue cheese
sauce; Tres Calanes – whipped aji infused
Peruvian potatoes topped with chicken
salad or seafood; or Choros a la Chalaca,
a plentiful display of New Zealand green
mussels served with traditional Peruvian
chalaca salsa made with chile, tomatoes,
onions, corn and lime juice.
Entrees reveal Peru’s multicultural history
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Aji Limo

Top: Nilton Mori, Chef/owner of Aji Limo.
Left: Tres Chalanes. Right: Jalea Limo.

in traditional dishes such as ”tallarin verde
con bistek,”marinated skirt steak served
with Peruvian pesto-sauced spaghetti; or
tallarin saltado de pollo a Peruvian saltado
(stir-fry of chicken, tomatoes, onions, and
French fries!) served on lo mein noodles.
Mori transforms chaufa, a Peruvian fried
rice dish, by adding healthy quinoa, seafood and fresh vegetables – a flavor-filled
creation.
Alongside fusion dishes influenced by

the Spanish, African, Italian, Chinese and
Japanese cuisines, Peru’s coastal towns specialize in multiple seafood dishes in addition to ceviche. Jalea Limo – a mountain
of deep fried seafood is enough to share,
accompanied by fried yucca, leche de tigre
and an aji limo tartar sauce. Fresh fish fillets, salmon, snapper, octopus, all get special treatment in a variety of pepper sauces,
often accompanied by avocado, asparagus,
or one of Peru’s ubiquitous potato varieties.
Roasted chicken (half or whole), marinated, crisp and juicy, is served with a choice
of sides – rice and beans, sweet plantains,
avocado salad or white rice – enough for
the table to share.
And, don’t forget to leave room for dessert – if you can. Mori’s churros are divine:
a crisp exterior, graced by a fine dusting of
sugar and cinnamon, and a creamy interior
provide the perfect crunch/soft complement. Try them with the famous Peruvian
lucuma ice cream, made from a fruit that
only grows in Peru; with a green skin and
a yellow flesh, its single seed makes it look
like an avocado.
House-made chicha morada, an Andean
purple corn drink redolent of cinnamon
and cloves, prepared with pineapple, apples and lime-juice, is the perfect accompaniment for a traditional meal. It will
Continued on page 23

If You Go
Aji Limo

199 Main Street, Ossining
914-502-0623, 914-502-0622
Tues.-Fri: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sat.-Sun.: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
www.ajilimoperuviancuisine.com
Delivery available, call or online.
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Obituaries
John B . Vlacancich, 99
John B. Vlacancich, a longtime resident
of Sleepy Hollow, died September 10. He
was 99.
Born in Sitvan, Cres, Croatia, he married Carolina Benvin in Croatia and the
couple came to the United States in 1959
and eventually settled in Sleepy Hollow
where they raised their family.
He was a parishioner of Immaculate
Conception Church. He was a member of
the Sleepy Hollow Seniors and the Neighborhood House as well as the Anchor Benevolent Society. His wife Carolina predeceased him in 2005.
Giuseppe Fiore, 97
Giuseppe Fiore, a resident of Tarrytown,
died peacefully September 16. He was 97.
He was born in Corato, Bari, Italy. He
came to the United States in 1961 from
Rome. He made his career in The Army
(Carabinieri) and reached the Grade of
“Maresciallo Capo” until his retirement
and departure to the U.S. He worked for
the Italian General Consulate from 1962
until his retirement age. In 1986, with
a decree from The Foreign Ministry in
Rome and the General Counsel of Italy in
New York, he was given the honor of serving as Agent & Honorary Counsel in Yonkers for the Citizens living abroad. In 1987
The President of Italy confirmed the title

Ossining Restaurants
Continued from page 22

remind you of sangria. Or try Inca Cola,
Peru’s most popular soda, made from the
lemon beebrush (verbena); it’s sweet, fruity
and much like cream soda.
Afro-Peruvian music provides just the
right atmosphere, as do large, colorful
posters of Macchu Picchu
and traditionally dressed,
elegant Andean women. Peruvians love their cuisine, a
fact that is most evident at
Aji Limo. It’s a welcoming
place, where manager Matye Gracia greets customers,
guided by Chef Mori’s sensibility. As he says, “It’s about
relationships; if everybody
knows about Peruvian food,
everybody wins.”

of “Cavaliere Ufficiale” for his work in the
Italian Community. In October 1970, he
was one of the founders and served as President for the Italian Carabinieri Section of
NY. He was a member of The Order Sons
of Italy in America Lodge #213 in White
Plains. He was known for helping out his
fellow man in need.

Marie Badagliacca, 93
Marie Battista Badagliacca, a longtime
resident of Irvington, died peacefully September 18 at home. She was 93.
She was born in North Tarrytown
(Sleepy Hollow), on October 22, 1924.
Mrs. Badagliacca selflessly devoted her life’s
energy to her family - as a daughter and
sibling, and then as wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and aunt. She
was a woman of unshakable faith, was a
parishioner of the Immaculate Conception
Church in Irvington, and her pride as an
Italian-American and belief in the goodness of the United States was boundless.
Among her talents and joys in life were the
opportunities to cook, bake, and knit, and
she generously did so for both her family
and those who had the good fortune to
cross her path in life. From childhood to
her final days she was a faithful fan of her
beloved New York Yankees and enjoyed
reminiscing about many of the memorable
games she attended.

sible. And, Melike is still a place where Nehir wants you to socialize with friends and
family over platters of mezze, “take your
time and enjoy your wine.”
(Please visit: the hudsonindependent.com
for a previous, complete article on Melike
from November 1, 2017)

Melike

Melike

Erdal Nehir’s engaging
Turkish restaurant became
so popular he needed to
expand, so he moved down
Ossining’s Main Street to a
larger location which he hopes to grow even
more in the near future. Nehir’s menu is almost identical to the one he created for his
previous location: “I am the same chef and
create the same tastes,” he said. “What’s
different is that we have a greater Turkish
wine selection.” Brick walls are decorated
with the identical hand-made carpets and
large, intricately tooled brass trays. As it
was in his earlier incarnation, Nehir’s food
is halal and locally sourced whenever pos-

Erdal Nehir, owner of Melike

If You Go
Melike

121 Main Street
Ossining
914-502-0651
Mon.-Thurs: Noon-10 p.m.
Fri.-Sat.: Noon-11 p.m.
Sunday: Noon-10 p.m.

www.thehudsonindependent.com
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What’s Happening
Thursday 4
Drink And Draw: “Drink and Draw” returns
from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at 145 Palisade St., Studio
412A, Dobbs Ferry. Tickets are $15 in advance or
$20 at the door. For tickets and more information
visit https://riverarts.org/drink-draw.

Friday 5
Talk For Two: The eight-week session is held on
Fridays from 10 to 11 a.m. at Mercy College. The
language arts simulation program for children is
held at the college’s Speech and Learning Center,
555 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry. Info: 674-7739 or
visit mercy.edu/speech.
Sixties Music: “Stars of the Sixties,” featuring Jay
and the Americans, The Brooklyn Bridge, The
Vogues and The Chiffons, will be held at 8 p.m.
at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
914.631.3390 ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 6
First Baptist Church Celebrations: The First
Baptist Church of Tarrytown, 65 S. Broadway, is
celebrating its 175th anniversary with two events
this weekend. On Oct. 6 the exhibition of FBC
Tarrytown: 175 Years of Ministry from 10 a.m.
until noon in the Fellowship Hall. On Oct.7 the
175th Anniversary Workshop service will be held
with a private reception to follow. For more information, visit www.fbctarrytown.org or contact
Yolanda Johnson at yolanda@yolandafjohnson.
com.
Rivertown Films: On Oct. 6 Neil Berg’s 100
Years of Hollywood will be presented at 8 p.m. at
the Nyack Center. Composer/lyricist/producer
Neil Berg brings to Rivertown Film a musical
revue of some of the greatest songs from Hollywood’s greatest musicals and classic films. Tickets
are $35 and $55. The 1931 version of Dracula
will be presented at 7 p.m. at Nyack High School.
Tickets: $20 adults / $10 students / $15 Rivertown Film and Arts Angels members. Information: 845-353-2568 or www.rivertownfilm.org

Sunday 7
Creatures Of The Night: The program is scheduled for 1 to 2 p.m. at the Greenburgh Nature
Center, 99 Dromore Rd. While we are in bed fast
asleep our animal friends are using their senses to
find food and make their way through a mysterious nocturnal world. The fee is $5 for Center
members and $8 for non-members. Info: www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org or 723.3470.
Music Hall Open House: “Family Fun Day,”
a free open house will be held at 10 a.m. at
the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
914.631.3390 ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.
Lyndhurst Tour: Landscape and bowling alley
tours are held on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. at Lyndhurst. This one-mile walking tour explores the
property’s western landscape covering the Gould
era formal rose garden, greenhouse, rockeries with
river views and culminates with a tour inside the
1894 Bowling Pavilion. Info: www.lyndhurst.org.

Wednesday 10
Candidates Night: Candidates running for elec-
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tion at the state level will discuss environmental
issues and take questions from the audience from
7 to 9 p.m. at the Greenburgh Nature Center, 99
Dromore Rd. This free program is in partnership
with the Sierra Club Lower Hudson Group. Info:
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org or 723-3470.
Westchester Wednesday Dance: Westchester
Wednesday Dance with Ballet des Amériques will
be held today and Feb. 20, April 24 and June 26
at 7 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main
St. Info: 914.631.3390 ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 12
Neil Young Tribute: “Broken Arrow: A Musical
Tribute to Neil Young” will be held at 8 p.m.
at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
914.631.3390 ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.
The Laramie Project: From Oct.12- 21, Clocktower’s award-winning Adult Troupe is honored
to present The Laramie Project, a deeply moving
play about bigotry and tolerance, fear and courage, hate and hope. A percentage of the profits of
this production will be donated to The Matthew Shepard Foundation. All information can
be found at www.clocktowerplayers.com. Show
tickets on sale at irvingtontheater.com

Saturday 13
Standup Comedy: Standup comic Vic DiBitetto
will perform at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music
Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 914.631.3390 ext.100 or
http://tarrytownmusichall.org
Native Plant Gardening Workshop: The
program will be held from 10 a.m. to noon at
Teatown Lake Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley
Rd. Ossining. Attendees will receive “seed bombs”
and be taken on a tour of the native plant gardens
at Teatown and Wildflower Island following the
presentation. Fees: $5 for members and $10 for
non-members. Pre-registration required. Register
online at www.teatown.org or by calling 7622912, Ext. 110.
Eco Fair: TEAC will host the annual EcoFair in
Patriots Park, in collaboration with TaSH farmers
market. At this zero waste event, there will be
representatives from local environmental organizations, vendors of sustainable products, demonstrations and information of all sorts. Come enjoy
some solar popcorn! 8:30am-2pm.

Sunday 14
Apple Cidering: 1 to 2 p.m. at the Greenburgh
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd. The fee for the
program, which is intended for all ages, is $5 for
Center members and $8 for members. Info: www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org or 723-3470.
Timeless Classics: Alfio will perform “Timeless
Classics from Yesterday and Today” at 2 p.m.
at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
914.631.3390 ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Tuesday 16
Meet the Candidates: The Pace University Organization of Chinese Americans (OCA) will hold a
“Meet the Candidates” forum from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
in the Kessel Campus Center at the Pleasantville

campus of Pace University, 861 Bedford Rd., in
the Gottesman Room on the first floor.

Sunday, Nov. 4

Thursday 18
Howie Mandel: Comedian Howie Mandel will
perform at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall,
13 Main St. Info: 914.631.3390 ext.100 or http://
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 19
Music Hall Benefit: A Benefit for the Tarrytown
Music Hall will be held from 7 to 11 p.m., at
the Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 914.631.3390
ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.
‘My Identity is Not Your Opinion: An Evening
about Transgender and Non-binary Lives:” Free
event at 7:30 p.m. presented by the Irvington
Town Hall Theater Commission as part of a new
Diversity Series. Panel discussion and Q&A with
the audience at Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85
Main. St., Irvington. Visit www.irvingtontheater.
com. for more information.

Saturday 20
Bird Year Celebration: This year has been
declared the “Year of the Bird” by the National
Audubon Society, National Geographic. The
Bronx River Sound Shore Audubon is joining this
effort to spread awareness and make the connection between the well-being of birds and the
natural world. The program is scheduled for 10
a.m. to noon at the Greenburgh Nature Center,
99 Dromore Rd. Registration is free but required.
E-mail Sandy at: brssaudubon@gmail.com

Sunday 21
River Beach Rendezvous: Come out for an
afternoon on the beach of the Hudson River at
the Kathryn W. Davis RiverWalk Center, Kingsland Point Park, Sleepy Hollow from 1 to 3 p.m.
Join Teatown Lake Reservation educators and
Strawtown artists for a creative nature art gathering during the free program. Young children must
be accompanied by an adult. Register online by
visiting www.teatown.org or by calling 762-2912,
Ext. 110.
Indivisible 10501 Meeting: The Pace University
OCA’s Indivisible 10501 monthly meeting will be
held at 4 p.m. at the Sleepy Hollow Senior Center,
55 Elm St.

Friday 26
Women’s Circle: Celebrate, study and explore
Jewish Women’s issues and history. At 5:45 p.m.
at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Members
and guests are welcome to the free program. Please
e-mail tbawomenscircle@gmail.com for more
information.

Friday 28
Mitzvah Day: At 11 a.m. join Temple Beth Abraham’s Tikkun Olam (social action) committee by
participating in a range of volunteer projects to
help those in need in our local community. There
will be projects for all age groups. Registration
is requested. Contact tikkunolam@tba-ny.org to
register or for more information.
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TEDx Tarrytown: “TEDx Tarrytown Coalesce”
will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. at Education First’s
(EF) Spellman Theater,100 Marymount Ave., Tarrytown. Tickets are on sale. Info: tedxtarrytown@
gmail.com or www.tedxtarrytown.com.

Ongoing
Modern Dance Classes: RiverArts modern
dance classes taught by Mary Ford-Sussman
Thursdays from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at Hastings Yoga,
34 Main St., Hastings. Individual classes are $25
and multiple dance cards are available. Register on
line at https://riverarts.org/educational-programs/
dance-lessons/modern-dance-lessons.
Free Tai Chi: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m.
– 10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30
a.m. and Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call
366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.
Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays and Saturdays
at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., Sundays at 4 p.m. and 6
p.m. at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 6311000 or visit http://jazzforumarts.org.
Pirate Quest: On Saturdays and Sundays from
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.
‘Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initiative:
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into
insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills.
Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.
Wine and Jazz Wednesdays: From 6 p.m. – 8
p.m. featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita
Poblana in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapoblanany.com.
Ossining Farmers’ Market: Open Saturdays
from 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. through Dec. 17 at
Spring & Main Sts. Call 923-4837 or visit www.
downtoearthmarkets.com.
Irvington Farmers Market: Open Sundays from
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Main St. School. Visit www.
irvmkt.org.
Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow Farmers Markets:
TaSH is host to both weekly and rotating vendors,
totaling more than 50 throughout the season.
Held every Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
through Thanksgiving at Patriots Park in Tarrytown. Free parking at John Paulding School. Info:
tashfarmersmarket.org.
Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in touch
and have fun. Beginning runners always welcome.
Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-runningMeetup.
Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple Beth
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail
adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough
players for a game.
Men’s Club: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m.
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Meetings
have varied speakers and are open to the public
free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
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ShamesJCC.org.
Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday
of the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Healthy Life series: Phelps Memorial Hospital
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a
wide range of programs on health-related subjects
as well as health screenings and support groups.
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Torah Study: Torah Study is held on Wednesdays
from 10 to 11 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25
Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Classes are also conducted
on Saturdays at 9 a.m. - a discussion of this week’s
Torah reading during conservative services. Info:
631-1770.

Rivertown Runners: The Rivertown Runners
group runs multiple times throughout the week.
The weekend group runs on the Rockefeller State
Park Preserve carriage trails. For more information
please visit www.rivertownrunners.org or follow us
on Facebook. All are welcome.

HERstory Headquarters in Chicago. Info: https://
www.badassherstory.com.

reference desk.

In Our Libraries
October 2018 Adult Events at the Irvington Public Library
The following events will be held at the Irvington
Public Library, 12 South Astor St. Info: call 5917840, e-mail irvref@wlsmail.org or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Tuesday 2
Painting Exhibit: Illusions and Suggestions, Works
by Gina Lombardi Bratter, an exhibition of her
watercolor encaustic paintings and will be held
Oct. through 30 in the Martucci Gallery. An
opening reception for the artist will be held on
Oct. 6, from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Gallery hours are
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Please phone ahead when planning your
visit.

Wednesday 5
Morning Yoga: Morning Yoga will resume on
Sept. 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 10:30 a.m. Register
ahead for each class.

Saturday 13
Broadway Talk: At 2 p.m. theatre enthusiast
Brian Stoll will discuss all things Broadway
beginning with the history and importance of
the Broadway Playbill. He will also share several
money-saving tips on how to see Broadway shows
for under $50. Register for the free program
online at irvingtonlibrary.evanced.info/signup, or
call 591-7840.

Wednesday 3
Toddlerific: It’s Toddlerific is held on Wednesdays at 10:15 & 11:15 in the Children’s Room,
through Dec. 19 The program features picture
books, rhymes, and songs, followed by a related
craft activity, for one, two and three-year-olds;
please choose one session a week.
Movie Matinees: Movies will be screened every
Wednesday at 2 p.m. in October. This month’s
schedule is: Oct. 3: Measure of a Man; Oct. 10:
The Seagull, Oct. 17: Only the Brave, Oct. 24:
Final Portrait and Oct. 31: Beast.

Thursday 4
Opera Appreciation: “Viva Verdi,” a lecture/listening series about the life and works of Guiseppe
Verdi led by Susan Grunthal, will be held on
Thursdays from Oct. 4 through 15 from 3 to 4:30
p.m. Call to sign up or visit the reference desk.
Business Book Group: The group will discuss
Thinking, Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman.
Stitch-Up: Today and Nov. 15 at 7 p.m., Badass
HERstory Stitch-Up will be held. This is an embroidery gathering to create art that includes the
lives, voices, and experiences of women, femaleidentified, and gender non-binary people. No
prior stitching experience is needed. Fabric will
be provided and tools will be available during the
workshop. Finished work will be sent to Badass

Thursday 11
Second Thursday Book Group: At 7 p.m., the
Group will discuss Killers of the Flower Moon: The
Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David
Grann.

Tuesday 16
Mystery Book Group: At 11 a.m., the Group
will discuss The Merlot Murders by Ellen Crosby.

Cemetery Virtual Tour: A Virtual Tour of Sleepy
Hollow Cemetery – Notables and the Notorious
will be held 7 p.m. Join us for a slide presentation
with a tour guide from the cemetery.
Verdi Part Two: “Viva Verdi Part 2” will be held
on Thursdays Oct. 11 – Nov. 15 from 3 to 4:30
p.m. Registration is requested at 631-7734.

Sunday 14
Classical Piano Concert: Klara Wurtz, a classical pianist with many recordings to her credit, will
be playing from her latest release of Janacek On
an Overgrown Path and In The Mists and Kodaly
Marosszék Dances at 2:30 p.m.

Monday 15
Intro to Overdrive: The program will be held at
7 p.m. Learn how to use Overdrive to download
e-books and audiobooks to your computer or
mobile device. Bring your laptop or device if
possible. Sign up by calling 631-7734 or visit the

Thursday 18
Used Book Sale: The sale will offer fiction and
non-fiction for adults and teens, holiday books
for all ages and rare, vintage, and quirky books
on Oct. 18 from 1 to 9 p.m.; Oct. 19 from 10
a.. to 5 p.m. and Oct. 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Info friendsoftheirvingtonlibrary.org and friends.
booksale@gmail.com
Evening Book Club: The club has selected The
English Patient by Michael Ondaatje for discussion at 7:30 p.m. This month the group will meet
in the Local History Room. Copies of the book
are available for check out at the circulation desk.

October 2018 Young Adults Program at
the Irvington Public Library
Monday 29
Middle School Book Club: Welcome back to
the Irvington Library’s Middle School Book Club.
We will be reading Vivian Vande Velde’s book
Stolen. Cupcakes will be provided.

Events at the Warner Library
The following events have been scheduled for the
Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown.
For more information call 631-7734 or visit warnerlibrary.org.

Monday 1
In the Gallery: Main Gallery- Adam Tramantano’s No Single Image. Stairwell Gallery -IAHD
(Institutes of Applied Human Dynamics) group
mural of the Hudson River and its wildlife. The
mural was made possible by a grant from the
ArtsWestchester Council.
Science Of Hope: Resilience, the biology of stress
and the science of hope will be screened, followed by a discussion at 6:30 p.m. The one-hour
documentary delves into the science of Adverse
Childhood Experiences as well as information
about a new movement to treat and prevent toxic
stress. Please call 631-7734 and let us know if you
plan to attend.
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Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT
WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE
COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.
92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591
Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM
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New SH/TT Chamber of Commerce Members

Letters
The Signs of Global Warming
To the Editor:
I am writing to encourage everyone to
learn as much as they can about climate
change whether one is a denier or believer.
Please consider that this issue is far more serious than we realize. The conservative British news magazine, The Economist, recently
published a headline: “Are We Losing the
War on Climate Change?” Conservative
Senator John McCain was a longtime fighter
against climate change. Please read the Senator’s very detailed 2006 speech to a Climate
Change Symposium in Norway (www.mccain.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/speeches).
The 2014 Defense Department Climate
Change Report states; “Rising global temperatures, changing precipitation patterns,
climbing sea levels, and more extreme
weather events will intensify global instability, hunger, poverty and conflict. They will
likely lead to food and water shortages, pandemic disease, disputes over refugees and
destruction by natural disasters across the
globe. We are already beginning to see some
of these impacts.”
Sea levels in Norfolk, VA have risen 15
inches since 1920, with a 36 inch increase
predicted by 2100. Locally, it won’t take
much ocean level rise to flood many Hudson River waterfronts. The current proposed
Hudson Harbor and Edge developments
are just a few feet from the Hudson River.

As noted above, ocean level rise is not
just inconvenient flooding but very clear
evidence of a hotter planet. Rising temperatures are not only melting the ice caps
which cool the planet, but food and water
supplies are dependent on normal temperatures. Loss of food and clean water will
cause human starvation, migration and
military conflicts. Ocean acidification is not
a well known impact but it causes oxygen
depletion with deadly consequences for fish
species and air quality.
Many sincerely believe we are experiencing excessive weather. Others just deny
global warming. Also troubling is that our
national news media covers climate change
either minimally, ideologically or with false
assurances that further studies are needed
or that impacts are far off in the future. No
worries! The Washington Post offers frequent
and insightful coverage.
It is very positive to note that Westchester County government has committed to
a broad range of actions to reduce our carbon emissions (www.westchestergov.com/
global-warming-action-plan). Hopefully,
the 116th Congress in 2019 will follow
Westchester County’s example.
Terence Masterson
Amherst, MA
(Terence Masterson is a former Village of
Irvington Trustee)

School of Rock White Plains
242 Central Ave., White Plains, NY 10606
Phone: 914-468-1100
https://locations.schoolofrock.com/
whiteplains
Do Good Shop
https://dogoodshop.org

Tenacity Jeans
(315) 308-1120
https://www.tenacityjeans.com
J & G Italian Deli
23 Beekman Ave,
Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591
(914) 332-5321
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Just Listed in Tarryhill
Picture perfect five-bedroom Colonial home in the Irvington school district. Walk to area’s private tennis
courts, pool, clubhouse and playground. Built by the current owners, this well-thought-out home was
designed for convenience, space, and comfort in a serene and sunny setting with a level private backyard.
Sparkling updated dine-in kitchen, family room with vaulted ceiling and fireplace, master suite with tray
ceiling, a huge dressing room with closets galore, Jacuzzi, separate glass enclosed shower, and hardwood
floors throughout. Sunny walk-out lower level with additional 1200 square feet includes a playroom,
guest suite with sitting and dining area, full bath, and bedroom.
WEB# HI1508639 | Tarrytown | $1,349,000

The #1 Houlihan Lawrence Agent in Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown
Top Producer in the Irvington Office
Source: HGMLS 1/1/17-12/31/17, By Agent, single-family homes sold, Tarrytown School District, total units.

Call Andrea for a private consultation regarding your real estate needs.

ANDRE A M ARTONE
Real Estate Salesperson

M 914.261.7458
AMartone@houlihanlawrence.com
www.andreamartoneny.com

Your Home & House Expert
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