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Hackley Junior Quarterback Excels On and Off the Gridiron

by Tom Pedulla

“Stay ready.”

Reserve players in all sports constantly
hear that from coaches. Easier said than
done.

When players lose a competition for a
starting position, staying ready becomes as
much of a mental challenge as it is physical.
Opportunities in practice tend to dwindle.
The “stay ready” mantra of coaches begins
to sound stale.

Conor McMahon, a junior at Hackley,
did not allow himself to become dispirited
when senior Charlie Hite won the quarter-
back job before the regular season. He did,
indeed, stay ready, and the Hornets reaped
the rewards of that after Hite broke his col-
larbone in a Sept. 22 loss to Rye Country
Day.

“He’s been one of the hardest working
kids on the team since he was a freshman,”
said third-year coach Simon Berk. “He’s al-
ways been looking for an opportunity. So,
when the moment came, he was prepared.”

McMahon never wished for his chance

to come that way. When
he saw Hite in distress, he
wanted as much as anyone
for him to be able to com-
plete his final season.

“I hoped he was going
to be okay and get him-
self up,” McMahon said.
“Then I saw his pads come
oft”

It was suddenly up to
the 6-1, 175-pound junior
to show what he could do.
He quickly responded by
leading Hackley to con-
secutive road victories at
Hopkins and Montclair
Kimberly.

Berk knew it was asking
a lot, especially at the criti-
cal quarterback position. —

“I think it’s incredibly difficult,” the coach
said of the challenge McMahon faced. “Ev-
eryone is looking at you, everyone knows
who the quarterback is, and there’s a lot of
pressure even before you get the ball.”

Berk said of the injury to
Hite, “Its one of the worst
parts of the game. Thank-
fully, we had a kid ready to
take over, but we certainly
miss Charlie and you al-
ways feel for a senior who
can’t play out the rest of his
season.”

Jack Kneisley, a team
captain, was impressed by
McMahon’s response  as
he transitioned from line-
backer to offensive leader
for the Hopkins game.

“Thats the hardest T've
ever seen anyone work in
preparation for a game,” he
said. “Conor stepped into
the role full force. He dedi-
cated himself completely.
He stayed after practice to work on throws.
He stayed after practice to talk to coach
about plays. He came in early to watch extra
film. He’s doing everything he can to make
himself the best he can be for the season.

The guy really hopped on that train.”

McMahon appreciates how much Hite
helped him through a difficult situation, es-
sentially becoming an additional coach for
him. “He’s been there the whole time, push-
ing me, telling me to get better and giving
me advice,” the underclassman said. “It’s re-
ally awesome how he has supported me.”

McMahon epitomizes the student-athlete
that Hackley strives to develop. Once the
football season ended, he looked forward to
developing his acting skills and appearing in
the school play.

“Going into a new person, a new charac-
ter, is really releasing for me,” he said. “It’s no
secret that it is a lot of work here, so it is re-
laxing for me to be able to meet new people
and embody a new character.”

He also serves as a representative on the
Board of Magistrates, which works to re-
solve student disciplinary issues, and par-
ticipates in the Hackley Leadership Club,
which explores different kinds of leadership.
Once spring arrives, he plays lacrosse.

“He is a model Hackley student,”
said.

Berk

High Energy Khan Overcomes Short Stature with Explosive Drive

by Tom Pedulla

Football, even high school football, tends
to be a big man’s game. Do not tell that to
Awvise Khan of Dobbs Ferry.

Although he hardly strikes an impos-
ing figure as a fullback and defensive nose
guard at 5-9, 180 pounds, he found ways to
compensate for his lack of stature by playing
with unbridled enthusiasm and determina-
tion that energized the rest of his high-pow-
ered Class C team.

“I was always a high-energy guy,” Khan
said. “I'm not the type to give up.”

When he took a handoff out of the Eagles’
old-school wing-T formation, he sometimes
appeared to be stopped at the line of scrim-
mage. He kept straining for more yardage,
kept his legs churning and would suddenly
break free. On defense, it sometimes ap-
peared that he was successfully blocked. And
then, just as suddenly, he was not.

Coach James Moran praised Khan, a
mainstay as a junior and senior, for how
hard he worked in the weight room during
the offseason.

“He’s a strong kid for his size, but he just
has a motor that wont stop,” Moran said.
“There are plays where he is getting it hand-
ed to him pretty good. And then the guy
gives up a little bit and Awvise is by you.”

There were times when Yaseen Hamideh,
also a senior who played center and defen-
sive line, could only look at Khan and shake
his head in disbelief at the speed with which
his teammate played.

“His motor is crazy,” Hamideh said. “Hell
give you all he’s got for 48 minutes every sin-
gle game, every single snap.”

Saud Magsood, a senior defensive tackle,
grew up with Khan and is his cousin. He
said Khan is relentless in everything he pur-
sues and enjoys leading by example.

“He has a fire in him,” Magqsood said,

“and that motivation helps all of us.”

Who would not be inspired by the sight
of Khan shedding taller and heavier oppo-
nents?

“He drives back 6-4 dudes,” Hamideh
said. “He’s small but he’s quick and has great
explosion.”

According to Khan, that quickness keyed
his success. “Nobody looks at me and says,
‘Oh, he’s a defensive lineman.” I don't look
the part,” he admitted. “But I have a quick-
ness that other defensive linemen in the sec-
tion don’t have.”

Khan does everything fast, beginning with
the pace of his speech. The words all but flew
from his mouth as he described the exhilara-
tion he experienced by carrying 16 times for
111 yards and a touchdown against O’Neill,
how exciting it was to run to daylight when
he rushed 14 times for 140 yards and two
scores in a 28-13 victory against Rondout
Valley from Accord, N.Y.

Khan also reached double figures in tack-
les against O’Neill with 11 and spoke with
fervor about the Eagles’ goal-line stands this
season. “There is nothing better,” he said. “It
feels so good.”

There is nothing complex about his ap-
proach on defense.

“I'm a ball hawk. I just look for the ball,”
he said. “My first instinct when I see the ball
snapped, I jack the person in front of me
and go at the ball. The only thing on my
mind is the ball. It’s been working.”

Khan helped to inspire a defense that shut
out its first two Class C opponents. Wood-
lands was blanked 35-0. Valhalla also was
unable to reach the end zone, bowing 41-0.
He does not hold anything back emotion-
ally.

“He gets very excited, a lot of stomping
and clapping and he gets fired up,” Moran
said. “When he’s excited, things are going

well for us.”
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Writer Russell Shorto to Speak in Irvington on Latest Book

by Barrett Seaman

On November 9, narrative historian Rus-
sell Shorto returns to the rivertowns as the
featured speaker at the Irvington Histori-
cal Society’s annual meeting. The author
of Amsterdam: A History of the World's Most
Liberal City and The Island ar the Center of
the World, about Manhattan, Shorto has
been a favorite in the village, having spoken
there twice before. His subject this time is
his latest work, Revolution Song, a telling of
the American Revolution story from the
perspective of six lives that, one way or an-
other, intersected during the second half of
the 18th Century.

Each of the six is a real historical figure,
and Shorto depicts each with the meticu-
lousness of an historian and the felicity of
a natural writer. The central character is
George Washington, an iconic subject of
numerous biographies. The other five are
less obvious at first blush, but their stories
reflect different facets of the American sto-

ry—indeed of the world order as it evolved
in the course of the 1700s.

Only slightly less prominent than Wash-
ington at the time was George Germain,
the British lord, soldier and, as secretary of
state for the British colonies leading up to
the Revolution, the man who directly over-
saw the failed British attempt to thwart the
colonial uprising,.

Abraham Yates was a shoemaker in Al-
bany who successfully remade himself as a
local attorney and politician. He advised
Washington during the war and served as
a New York delegate to the Congress of the
Confederation in Philadelphia. Shorto calls
Yates the “unknown Founding Father.”

The Seneca Chief Kayethwahkeh, known
to English speakers as Cornplanter, was
a fearsome warrior whose Iroquois tribe
chose its European allies based on a fervent
desire to retain control of their own lands.
As an ally of the British during the Revolu-
tion, Cornplanter ended up on the losing
side and faced the consequences in post-

Watch “INDY TALKS” >

“INDY TALKS,” a monthly half-
hour interview show featuring people
in the news in the rivertowns. The
show can be seen each Friday during
the month at 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 and

8:30 p.m. on Greenburgh Public Access Cable Channel, found on: Channel 75 on
Optimum cable TV; Channel 34 on Fios fiber-optic television. The program can
also be found on Greenburgh’s public access website: hetp://www. greenburghpubh—
caccess.com, our website, thehudsonindependent.com and g

our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/TheHud-
sonlndependent. You can also access previous “Indy Talks”
interviews on these web sites.

P> This month’s interview is with Paul Gallay,
President of Riverkeeper.

Russell Shorto

war meetings with General Washington.

Margaret Moncrieffe Coghlan, the head-
strong daughter of a Britdsh army officer,
found herself trapped inside rebel-held
New York City in the shadow of Washing-
ton’s headquarters. She spent the rest of her
life bridling against male domination but
dependent upon it as a serial mistress of
various London aristocrats.

Venture Smith was born Broteer Furro in
West Africa but was taken to the Ameri-
cas as a slave. Avoiding the fate of deadly
work in the sugar cane fields of Barbados,
he ended up indentured to a series of white
owners in coastal Connecticut. Smart, de-
termined and enormously strong, he man-
aged eventually to buy himself out of slav-
ery and died a relatively wealthy and free
man in the new American nation.

Inclusion of these last three might strike
some as Shortos attempt at politically
correct inclusion, but the author makes
a strong case that they bring to the story
important representations of the complexi-
ties inherent in the Revolution and in the

broader global evolution of the Enlighten-
ment as articulated by the likes of Spinoza,
Locke and Burke. To find them, he “audi-
tioned” more than 100 figures from the pe-
riod. Washington was his last pick; after he
was satisfied that he had sufficient breadth
from more obscure characters.

With the possible exception of Venture
Smith, each of the personae in Shorto’s
tableau had at least some personal interac-
tion with George Washington. But each,
including Washington, was also motivated
by resistance to, and resentment of some
form of systemic oppression: Cornplanter
of the white man’s usurpation of native
lands; Coghlan of the paternalistic culture
in which she was forced to live; Smith of
slavery; Yates of the arrogance of ruling
elites. Even George Germain, as the one
British figure and, in Shorto’s words “a per-
fect villain,” had reason to resent his British
peers disdain for what was deemed to be
his earlier cowardice in battle against the
French in the Seven Years War. And Wash-
ington himself deeply resented the refusal
of the British to grant him an army com-
mission for his service in the French and
Indian War.

Shorto contends that the currents that
ran through 18th century colonial Amer-
ica are evident in the United States of the
21st century: the resentment of elites and
distrust of government as expressed by the
Tea Party and Trump supporters going into
the 2016 election, which then flipped from
Right to Left post-election, as liberals be-
came alarmed by Trump’s autocratic style.
And there are the ongoing debates over
race, gender and freedom of the press. In
that sense, he argues, the American Revolu-
tion has yet to end.

Shorto’s Irvington Historical Society talk
will be at 7 p.m. on Friday, November 9 at
Irvington’s Main Street School, 101 Main
Street. Admission is free.
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Rise, TEDx Tarrytown Presents Coalesce Speakers, Video,

Art and More

Following the success of last year’s
TEDxTarrytown  presentation,  Rise,
TEDxTarrytown: Coalesce, an evening of
networking and learning, will take place
on Sunday, November 4, from 4 to 7 p.m.
The independently produced public event,
operated under a license from TED, is or-
ganized by volunteers and is aimed at cre-
ating dialogue as well as giving speakers a
forum to share their passions, ideas, and
experiences.

Taking place at Education First's (EF)

Spellman Theater in Tarrytown, the event
will feature a compelling line-up of speak-
ers with the theme, “Coalesce.” Speakers
are: Michael Belfiore, author and journal-
ist covering the technologies shaping our
future; Ross Benes, award winning author
of Turned On: A Mind-Blowing Investiga-
tion Into How Sex Has Shaped Our World,
Danielle Butin, MPH, OTR, Founder and
Executive Director of the Afya Founda-
tion; Melissa Denizard, activist, filmmaker
and blogger through the scope of social

justice; Deborah Heiser, Ph.D., Applied
Developmental Psychologist and research-
er; Joe Hirsch, award-winning educator
and instructional leader; Michelle Lewis,
self-made entrepreneur, podcast host and
bestselling author; Bob McKinnon, au-
thor, social entrepreneur and adjunct
professor at the Parsons School of Design
Strategies; Daniel O’Connor, media spe-
cialist who is on a quest to transform our
media; and Hector Santiago, local activist,
mentor, motivational speaker and urban

Parking Spaces

Continued from page 1

The hearings also supported two studies
by traffic engineers: the first in 1998, and
one in 2005 that described the available
parking in the business district as having
“significant deficiencies.” It has also been
noted that vehicular traffic and parking re-
quirements will be heightened by the de-
velopment of more than 1,100 residences
within the Edge-on-Hudson development
on the nearby Sleepy Hollow waterfront.

At the hearings, Citibank’s attorney ac-
knowledged that there was a need for more
parking; however, he argued that there was
a greater need than for the 21 spaces, and
he also proposed that the village should

buy all of the property or “take nothing.”
Acting on the basis of the Appellate
Courts dismissal of Citibank’s effort to
prevent the use of eminent domain by Tar-
rytown, the Board of Trustees completed
a survey of the property, and, “We have
informed Citibank that we are going to
proceed with eminent domain,” Village
Administrator  Rich Slingerland, stated
last month. “Our attorneys have filed back
and we are waiting to see what happens
with the next step.” The parking spaces
have been appraised for an offering price
for their purchase from Citibank; howev-
er, with negotiations soon underway, the

amount has not been disclosed.

“Though these spaces alone won't solve
all of our parking issues, they certainly will
provide a welcome and needed boost to
our downtown,” Mayor Drew Fixell said.

Tarrytown had leased spaces in the lot
for metered parking since 1999, from both
Citibank and its predecessors. The build-
ing was constructed in 1898 by Westches-
ter County Savings Bank which occupied
it up to 1995 when that bank closed.
Other banks, including Wachovia, used it
until Citibank took over the building and
its parking lot in 2012, modernizing it as
a local branch until it left in January 2016.

“Every TEDx event is a new experi-
ence for the organizers and the
audience. We gather together as a
community to hear speakers give a
passionate talk on their “idea worth
spreading.”

program developer.

The event will feature videos from TED.
com and a live musical performance by
Orit Dahari accompanied by Jeff Brown.
It will also have a POP Up Gallery featur-
ing artists that are rivercowns based.

“Every TEDx event is a new experience
for the organizers and the audience. We
gather together as a community to hear
speakers give a passionate talk on their
‘idea worth spreading” This may be a
brand new idea or an idea given new life
through the speakers’ eyes,” said Kimberly
Marcus, TEDxTarrytown license holder.
“Our main focus it to engage our audience
with the hope that they will then share
the ideas and the TEDx experience in the
greater community.”

The talks will be recorded and available
later on the TEDx YouTube channel. For
more information about the event, go to:
TEDxTarrytown.com.

AFFORDABLE
HOUSING

WFHA WESTCHESTER RESTORATION LP
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR APROX. 44 NEWLY RENOYATED APARTMENTS

IN YONKERS,; NY & IRVINGTON, NY

No application fee | No broker fee

Homes and Community Renewal (HCR). Use and occupancy restrictions apply.

These buildings are being rehabilitated through the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) program of the New York State

Locations & Amenities

55, 57, and 61 Ravine Avenue, Yonkers, NY

* Studios, 1BRs & 2BRs available
* New kilchens and bathrooms

* On-site resident super

* Security cameras

* 2 blocks to Beeline Bus Service
* Mear daycare and charter schoal

2-8 Hudson Street, Yonkers, NY

* Studios 638-700 sq. ft. available

* New kitchensandbathrooms

* Elevator & laundry rooms®

* Walking distance to the Metro North train
service, Bee Line bus service, downtown
Yonkers & waterfront and shopping areas

62, 68, and 74 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, NY

* Studios, 18Rs, 2BRs & 3B8Rs available

* New kitchens and bathrooms

* Securily cameras

* Walking distance fo the Metro North train
sefvice, Bee Line bus service, downtown
Yonkers & waterfront and shopping areas
(*additional fees apply)

2 Main Street, Irvington, NY
+ Studio, 1BR& 2BRs approx. 600-800sq.ft.
* New kitchens and bathrooms
* Elevator
* On-site parking, laundry* and storage®
* Adjacent to Metro North and Irvington
Public Library
(*additional fees apply}

be disqualified.
When is the deadline?
Applications are accepted on a nolling basis.

(*additional fees apply)
Household Income Limits
# Persons 505 AMI Income Limit 60% AMI Income Limit
1 $41,000 $49,200
2 $486,850 $56,520
3 $52,700 $63,240
4 $58,550 $70,260
5 $63,250 $75,900
6 367,950 581,540
How do you apply?

What happens after you submit an application?
Applications are reviewed in the order it they are recaived. If you appear to qualify, you will be invited to interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility. You will be asked to bring documents
that verify your household size, identity of members of your household, and your household income.

This advertisement has been posted on NYHousingSearch.gov

Rent Limits by Income Limit and Bedroom Size
Studio 1BR 2BR 3 BR
50% AM! Income Limit $1,025 1,008 $1317 $1.522
60% AMI Income Limit $1,230 1,317 $1.581 $.827

romTE: T1

WAIT LIST WILL OPEN FOR APPLICATION DISTRIBUTION AND SUBMISSION AT 9:00AM ON OCTOBER 1, 2018

Apply through mail. To download an application online, please go to www.mhrmgmt.com. To request an application by mail, you must send a self addressed envelope to: WFHA Westchester Restoration LP, cfo
MHR Management Inc., 74 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10701. Only send one application (you can select multiple buildings on the same application). Applicants who submit more than one application may
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Food for Thought

By Linda Viertel

14

plain American pie is a work
of art,’ says Maida Heatter,
the doyenne of classic home-
made desserts for half a century. And, she

is right.

Whether or not you are creating a
pie with double-crusts, a cookie crust,

a crumble or latticed topping, you will
be baking the essence of comfort food for
friends and family. During the fall and at
holiday time, debates abound as to whether
or not one should prepare an apple, pump-
kin or pecan pie for Thanksgiving. Why
not make all three? Be creative and substi-
tute pears for apples, a crumb topping for a
second crust. Don't be intimidated.

Fruit pie recipes vary widely: some have
you parboil the fruit, others suggest cutting
raw fruit into thin wedges to pile high on
the unbaked crust. You can mix cinnamon
and sugar in with any fruit, dot with bucter
and include a bit of cornstarch to ensure
thickening the juices. So many options to
choose from, all according to a variety of
tastes. Try including chopped candied gin-
ger with pears, or envelop apples with sour

.\ NKSGIVING ﬁzsss_nlr_r

cream, sugar and a tablespoon or two of
flour to absorb the juices.

Brown sugar, butter, and flour crumb
toppings tend to be easier then managing
to roll a dough covering unto an already
filled pie crust. But decorating the top crust
is such fun - with small cookie cut leaves,
pumpkins or apples, and well-placed slices
to allow steam and juice an opening; then
brush with milk and a sprinkling of sugar
to brown it. Just make sure to cool your
fruit pie completely to let the filling gel.

.'

For an Old-Fashioned Butterscorch Pie
recipe, please visit: thehudsonindepen-

dent.com.

And, while we are on the sub-
ject of pies, don’t forget to enter
6 TaSH’s Thanksgiving Des-
c sert Contest (not just pies!)
mmm o0 Closing Day, November
m 17th by making your best
Thanksgiving  dessert using
your favorite farmers market
scasonal ingredients. Register
online at: heep://bit.ly2 AfF2GL.
Bring your dessert to the contest
tent at the market between 9:30-
10:30 a.m. Desserts will be judged by
taste, appearance and originality. Three
winners will be chosen by a panel of lo-
cally-appointed judges in three categories:
1) Best presentation — the most photogenic
dessert; 2) Best “classic” Thanksgiving des-
sert; and 3) Tastiest Thanksgiving dessert.
Winners will be awarded a prize, and the
winning recipes will be published in one of
TaSH’s winter newsletters.
Contest Rules:
» Filling and crust MUST be home-
made, no store-bought crust, dough or
canned fillings may be used.

NG

> Seasonal ingredients from the TaSH
must be the main ingredient,

» Desserts must be prepared by the indi-
vidual or family submitting,

> Your written recipe must accompany
your dessert, and

» Only one entry per contestant. Win-
ners must be present or have a representa-
tive present to win.

Visit  tashfarmersmarket.orglthanksgiving
dessertcontest for more information.

In conjunction with Tarrytown’s tree lighting event,
TaSH’s expanded holiday market will be held from 2 to
5:30 on December 1st, with the tree lighting ceremony
taking place at approximately 5 p.m.

This year’s holiday market’s footprint will be increased
with the addition of more food vendors and local craft
artisans featuring gift items. The Village of Tarrytown

is also planning to alter its “Visits with Santa.” In the
past, Santa visits took place across the street at Warner
Library after the tree lighting, and families had to wait
in line for a long time until their turn. To alleviate wait
times and make the experience more festive and enjoy-
able, Santa visits will now take place INSIDE Patriot’s
Park ahead of the tree lighting. Santa will show up at 4

p-m and families will be able to pick up a ticket for their
place in line when they arrive so they can walk around,
shop and explore the market and activities while they
wait their turn.

Live music will be on hand — everything from fiddlers
to carolers and more. And, kids will be able to partici-
pate in special seasonal activities.

So, plan to attend Tarrytown’s “new and improved”
tree lighting in partnership with TaSH on Saturday, De-
cember 1st— a festive local way for the entire family to
begin the winter holiday season.

Restaurant & Wine Bar

Come Join us for
Hudson Valley Restaurant Week

(October 29th - November 11th,
Lunch $22.95, Dinner $32.95)

Reserve Now For
Thanksgiving Dinner

$32.95 per person

Soup or Salad, Turkey, Dessert, Coffee
Serving From 12noon-8pm

Regular Menu Also Available

Visti www.rinisrestaurant.com
For Our List of Lunch & Dinner Specials

CATERING AT RINIS RESTAURANT

Please Consider Rinis Restaurant for your next
Bridal/Baby Shower, Christening, Rehearsal Dinner
or any other catered affair. Private Rooms Available

For more information call: 914.592.6799

B
12 West Main St., Elmsford, NY 10523 914.592.6799
(Located at Intersection of Rte 119 & Rte 9A)

Entertainment Calendar

November 2018

Please visit www.rinisrestaurant.com for a
more detailed look at our great entertainers!!!!

Sat., November 3rd 8pm: Teo Sings
(An Italian Tenor inspired by Andrea Bocelli,
Luciano Pavarotti, Mario Lanza etc.)

Fri., November 9th, 7:30pm: Alive and
Kickin Featuring Vocalist Pepe Cardona and
their hit 70's single "Tighter and Tighter"

Sat., November 10th, 8pm: Butch
Barbella's "Streets of the Bronx Band"
(Formerly of Dion & The Belmonts and The
Earls and Musical Composer of The Bronx
Tale Movie)

Sat., November 17th, 8pm: Radio
Personality and DJ Johnny Z (Rock and
Roll Revival Party, Playing music of the 50's,
60's, 70's, Motown, Disco, Classic Soul and
much more)

Fri., November 23rd, 8pm: The Return
of Westchester Favorite Vocalist Lois
Columbo with Richie G on Guitar and Dan
Denerstein on Keyboard.

Sat., November 24th, 8pm: "Turntable",
Featuring Westchester Favorite Vocalist
Jerry Brown

RIVERMARKET

WINE & SPIRITS

NATURAL, ORGANIC,
SUSTAINABLE, BIODYNAMIC

127 WEST MAIN STREET TARRYTOWN NEW YORK

AT HUDSON HARBOR — OPEN SEVEN DAYS
914 631-3200
WWW.RIVERMARKETWINEANDSPIRITS.COM
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What College Admissions
Committees Are Really

Looking For

by Bettina Weil

Many students applying to college this fall
will no doubt fret over every detail of their
applications. The truth is, however, that col-
lege admissions committees do not treat all
aspects of the application equally. So, stu-
dents should take heed not to worry about
things that don't matter all that much and
concentrate on the ones that do.

That conclusion is based on an annual sur-
vey of nearly 2,000 independent educational
consultants, released this past summer by
the Independent Educational Consultants
Association (IECA). The survey, What Col-
leges Look for in High School Students, sug-
gests that while grades and standardized test
scores matter, there are a number of signifi-
cant changes and surprises that challenge
common assumptions about college admis-
sions. Number 1 on the list: A challenging
curriculum. New to the list: a rigorous high
school curriculum. The much-discussed stu-
dent presence on social media? Not so much.

Many students and parents are surprised
to hear that the leading criteria universities
want to see isn't grades (#2) or standardized
test scores (#3), but rather evidence that a
student took as rigorous a high school cut-
riculum as they could. Colleges want to
know that their future scudents are up for an
academic challenge from taking a calculated
risk with their coursework while in high
school. Grades and scores are important, but
it is far better to take on a challenge, show
some grit, and if necessary, earn a slightly
lower grade. Nowadays, a transcript with
easy courses and straight A’s is not well re-
garded at competitive colleges.

Item #4 in the ranking—the essay—is
also the most misunderstood. The essay
tends to be more important at smaller and
independent colleges. But too many students
think the essay is about construction, gram-
mar and format. While these matter—typos
and bad grammar should never happen,
the essay must show insight into a student’s
unique personality or life-shaping experienc-
es. This essay should help the reader—that
all-important admission counselor—better

appreciate who you are, what shaped you,
and what makes you tick. That doesn’t mean
a student needs to save the elephants in Afri-
ca or go on an expedition to the Himalayas.
Theyd much rather see students focus on a
simple event or a cherished object. Simple
and insightful is the magic formula.

There are two new items ranked on the
2018-19 list from IECA. Debuting at #7
is the family’s ability to pay. While some
schools are “need blind” in their admissions
decisions, usually the most competitive,
most are not. Increasingly, colleges take into
consideration who can contribute to the
school’s bottom line. The other new crite-
rion this year was a student’s character and
values (#12). Colleges increasingly contem-
plate what campus life will be like and how
a particular applicant will add—or detrace—
from the campus. Colleges want to see ac-
tive participants in campus life, students
with special skills or talents, as well as those
whose values fit a college’s view of itself. Col-
leges also seek diversity, striving for a cam-
pus made up of those from varied cultural,
social, economic, geographic, religious, and
occupational backgrounds (#9).

Much has been written in recent years
about two areas: demonstrated interest (how
an applicant demonstrates a genuine desire
to attend) and social media (what a student’s
online life reveals). Demonstrated interest
varies from college to college, and social me-
dia exposure is of less importance than other
items.

Every college is unique, so each emphasizes
something different in its process of review-
ing applications. One of the great benefits of
hiring independent educational consultants
is their knowledge of such differences and
their ability to share this information with
students and parents, so that they, in turn,
can make informed decisions.

Bettina Weil is the founder and principal
of Weil College Advising, based in West-
chester. Web site: www.weilcollegeadvising.
com Phone: 914.723.8080 Email: info@
weilcollegeadvising.com.
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“ Arts & Entertainment “

Irvington Theater Presents As iFF “Film as Dream”
International Short Film Festival on November 3

As iFF you need to sleep to dream, the
All Shorts Irvington Film Festival (As iFF)
will screen its eighth international film
event on Saturday, November 3 at 7:30
p-m. at the Irvington Town Hall Theater
(followed by a festive after-party for all fes-
tival ticket-holders and filmmakers). The
program, “Film as Dream,” honors the
human imagination with 11 outstanding
short films from Australia, England, Iran,
Italy, Japan, The Netherlands, Scotland,
Turkey, and the United States.

Offcial selections are chosen from hun-
dreds of submissions by filmmakers around
the world. Some have won prizes at other
international film festivals such as Cannes;
four are New York premieres, and two are
world premieres that will be seen on the big
screen for the first time ever at As iFE

Judged and curated by a jury of film pro-
fessionals, the program includes animated
and narrative live action shorts that illus-
trate timeless storytelling — from the im-
mediate and real, to the untethered stories
weaving through our dreams (for tickets
and information, visit: www.asiffestival.
com).

Presented in two sets with a short inter-
mission in between, the films range from
four to 15 minutes. Audience members
vote for their favorite at the end of the eve-
ning. Jury prizes are awarded in a variety
of categories by As iFF’s Advisory Board
(comprising award-winning film editors,
animators, writers, actors, directors, and
producers).

Since its 2015 debut, As iFF has gained
a worldwide following; filmmakers and

i)

VOVENBER S

“Pianoforte” (lower left), an official selection for As iFF's 11/3/18 screening, was
directed by Hastings filmmaker Peilin Kuo and written by Irvington writer Todd Gordon.

patrons travel from abroad to attend each
one-night-only, sold-out event in the ma-
jestic, 430-seat, historic theater overlook-
ing the Hudson River. The selection pro-
cess has grown increasingly competitive,
and As iFF is now recognized globally as a
sought-after festival by renowned and up-
and-coming filmmakers.

Among the official selections is “Piano-
forte,” directed by award-winning Hast-
ings-on-Hudson filmmaker Peilin Kuo,
and written by longtime Irvington resident
Todd Gordon (who is also the film’s execu-
tive producer). “Pianoforte” traces its gene-
sis to a chance encounter between Kuo and
Gordon at a local café, Antoinette’s Patis-
serie in Hastings. Born in Taiwan, Kuo,
who has lived in New York since 2002, was

seeking a script doctor for her feature film
project, “A Thousand Deaths - The Story of
Anna May Wong.”

Gordon had come to screenwriting after
many years in the corporate world, and was
looking for a more experienced filmmaker
to shepherd his short script through pro-
duction. (Gordon’s first completed script
won two screenwriting competitions; “Pi-
anoforte” is his first script to become a
film.)

Filmed locally, viewers will recognize the
Irvington Town Hall Theater (reconfigured
as a New York City apartment building),
Irvington Hardware, and Hastings’ Square
Peg Gallery. Antoinette’s Patisserie and Su-
zanne’s Table in Irvington provided cater-
ing. Supporting actor Marie-Louise Miller

and the film’s editor, Joe Gutowski, both
live in Hastings.

In “Pianoforte,” a newly arrived tenant,
already near the end of her emotional rope,
finds her neighbors strange and difficul,
retreating to her apartment for refuge. Her
neighbors rob her of that peace. Director
Kuo explained, “We've taken these circum-
stances and turned them into a psychologi-
cal drama with a dark sense of humor.”

The film depicts how people crave con-
nections — to friends, neighbors, even
strangers. “It can seem like no one cares
who we are, although sometimes wed rath-
er keep that to ourselves anyway,” said Kuo.
“Im intrigued by this duality.

Neo-noir is the style “Pianoforte” aims
for, where elements such as anxiety, disil-
lusionment and panic drive the look. The
sets are stark and high-contrast, reflecting
the lead character’s state of mind. Echoing
the film’s title, which means “soft-loud” in
Italian, Kuo enlists sounds as a further in-
strument of torment.

The score uses excerpts from Quartet
No. I by John Corigliano (Best Original
Film Score Oscar winner for 7he Red Vio-
lin); Corigliano was a music consultant on
“Pianoforte.” The film stars Jennifer Kim
(whose numerous film and TV credits in-
clude 7he Bourne Legacy and Spider-Man:
Homecoming).

As iFF is sponsored by ITHT Arts Cham-
pion, Pamela Eskind, Real Estate Associ-
ate Broker (William Raveis Legends Re-
alty Group). Supporting sponsors include
Lockard & Wechsler Direct, Houlihan
Lawrence, and Bridge Street Properties.

1 Dixon Lane, Tarrytown, NY | 914-631-1000
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MARCUS MCLAURINE
& STEVE JOHNS

Nov 18
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“ Obituaries H

Gordon Ferguson, 67

Gordon E Ferguson, a former longtime
resident of Sleepy Hollow, died October
15. He was 67.

He was born in Tarrytown on September
11,1951 and graduated from St. Theresas
School and Sleepy Hollow High School.
Mr. Ferguson was a retired police sergeant
for the Village of Sleepy Hollow, where he
served for 26 years. He served as the Youth
Officer and started the D.A.R.E. program
in the village and also for a period of time
served on the Tarrytown School Board. He
grew up in North Tarrytown where he was
very active with the Fire Department and
served as Chief of the Department in 1985
and was a Life Active member of Union
Hose Company #2.

He was a member of the Fraternal Order
of Eagles Aires 1042, the Knights of Co-
lumbus St. Elmo Council 318 and a mem-
ber of the former American French Club.
Mr. Ferguson grew up in St. Teresa of Avila
Parish where he served as an altar boy for
many years. He loved hockey. He played
for Sleepy Hollow High School and con-
tinued to play after high school. He later
became a hockey coach for Sleepy Hollow
High School. He also volunteered his time
coaching various youth hockey organiza-
tions. He was also an avid N.Y. Rangers
fan and N.Y. Giants fan.

Fannie 0’Hara, 94

Fannie O’Hara, a resident of Irvington,
died October 6 after a short illness. She
was 94.

She was the youngest of six children
born on December 28, 1923 to Lorreto
and Emilia DiFolco of East Irvington in
the house where she still resided. She mar-
ried the love of her life, William O’Hara,
and they were married for 54 years when
he predeceased her in 1998.

Bill and Fannie’s brother Tuley were in
the grocery business together and operated
Premier Market in Tarrytown and later
Brookside Deli in East Irvington. Mrs.
O’Hara worked beside them and ran the
deli for many years before they sold the
business. She also worked for the West-
chester County Elections Bureau for more
than 35 years.

She was very active at Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Irvington and was a
member of the Altar and Rosary Society
for 70 years. She loved to go to the Irving-
ton Seniors gatherings to visit with her
friends, play bingo and sing karaoke.

Dorothy Bushel, 97

Dorothy Bushel, formerly of Tarrytown,
died October 9. She was 97.

Born in New Rochelle, she married Ge-
rard R. Bushel, Sr. on May 11, 1941 and
the couple settled in Tarrytown where Mr.
Bushel was a Motorcycle Police Officer on
the Tarrytown Police Force. They raised
their children, Gerard, Jr and Edward,
who are twins, and William in Tarrytown.
She spent 17 years in Florida before re-
turning to Westchester.

She had been a communicant of The

Church of the Transfiguration. She lived

GET NOTICED
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(914) 631-6311
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an interesting life and was very much a
part of a family of twins.

Patricia Atwater, 86

Patricia Anne Atwater, a long-time Ir-
vington resident, the mother of six chil-
dren and former University of Missouri
School of Journalism professor, died from
complications of dementia on October 9
in Towson, Maryland. She was 86.

Richard Cross, 86

Richard Earl Cross, a resident of Tarry-
town, died October 17. He was 86.

He was born April 28, 1932 in Detroit,
Michigan. He was the only son of Judge
Earl R. Cross and Felipa Moss McKey. His
family has been in America since before
the American Revolution, and several of
his ancestors fought in that war, the Civil
War and World War 1. He was raised in
the Presbyterian and Methodist traditions
and was later attracted to the music and
liturgy of the Catholic faith. He eventu-
ally became a Roman Catholic, but always
with an ecumenical orientation.

Attracted to church ministry, he under-
took seminary studies in religion, the hu-
manities, Latin, Greek and sacred music.
He took early piano lessons at the Peabody
Music Conservatory. He later did ad-
vanced studies in philosophy and theology
at the Catholic University of Louvain/Leu-

ven, Belgium (established in 1425). He
earned a graduate degree in theology from
Louvain and in Education from Manhat-
tan College.

Mr. Cross served in parish ministry
and as a seminary professor for a decade.
While teaching French he led teams of
students to do volunteer work on the is-
land of Martinique. He also studied piano,
theory and Gregorian chant at the Pius X
School of Liturgical Music and obtained a
graduate degree in education at Manhat-
tan College. He later worked as learning
specialist in the New York public schools
and as a hospice volunteer for 15 years.

He was devoted to church reform and
participated in interfaith activities with
the Muslim community of Westchester.
He was honored in 2006 by the Ameri-
can Muslim Women’s Association “for his
commitment to building bridges of un-
derstanding among our diverse communi-
ties.”

Mr. Cross was also a published compos-
er, essayist and translator. As a member of
the American Liszt Society, he researched
and wrote about the 19th Century musical
world of Franz Liszt.

In 1969, he married his beloved wife
Kathleen Marie Stanton. They spent their
years together as a pastoral music team
in their home parish of Transfiguration
Church in Tarrytown.
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Thursday 1

LaNDscAPE ART EXHIBIT: Look Around in Dobbs
Ferry features artist EB Gregor’s abstract and il-
lustrative landscape paintings. The exhibit, which
is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., is being held
through Dec. 9 at The Donald Gallery at South
Presbyterian Church, 343 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry.
Info: 693-0473 or http://www.southpres.org/the-
donald-gallery.

Friday 2

HVW(C BeNEFIT GaLA: The Hudson Valley Writers
Center’s 30th Anniversary Benefit Gala honor-

ing Michael Cunningham, Susan Hodara and
Angelina Mak will be held at 6 p.m.at the Tappan
Hill Mansion, Tarrytown. See writerscenter.org for
details.

Make CoMEDY GREAT: The Make Comedy Grear
Again Tour comes to the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. at 8 p.m. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or
hetp://tarrytownmusichall.org.

AxiaL THEATER ProDUCTION: The Axial Theatre
will launch its 20th anniversary season with the
world premiere of Senescence, a compelling new
play by Axial’s founder, Howard Meyer that takes
an unflinching look at the deadly effects of chemi-
cal toxicity. Senescence will preview Nov. 2 and a
matinee on Nov. 3 and open the night of Nov. 3;
and run weekends (Friday - Sunday) through Nowv.
18. The Axial Theatre is located on the campus

of St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave.,
Pleasantville. Visit axialtheatre.org for tickets and
more information.

Saturday 3

Movie Mavens Series: The Movie Mavens series
will continue with a screening of 7he Women's Bal-
cony, (which was nominated for five 2017 Israeli
Film Academy Awards) at Temple Beth Abraham,
27 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. For the time of the
screening and more information call 914-631-
1770 or visit http://tba-ny.org/.

A1L SHORTS IRVINGTON FiLm FesTIVAL: (As

iFF) “Film as Dream” International Short Film
Program, 7:30 p.m., at Irvington Town Hall
Theater, 85 Main St., Irvington. For tickets and
info., visit: www.asiffestival.com or www.irving-
tontheater.com (or call 914-591-6602). Tickets:
$15/$35.

OCA Gara: OCA Westchester & Hudson Valley
Chapter will honor outstanding Asian Pacific
Americans at its Dynamic Achiever Awards Gala
from 6 to 11 p.m at the DoubleTree Hotel, 455 S.
Broadway, Tarrytown. Info: 631-5700. Black tie
preferred.

Music & MarINARA: Sal “The Voice” Valentinetti
and comedian Fred Rubino will present A Night
of Music & Marinara. at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 914.631.3390
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

JewisH Future Discussion: “A Rivertowns
Conversation: Engaging Interfaith Families for a
Thriving Jewish Future.” The discussion, led by Ed
Case, a nationally known speaker and writer on
interfaith issues, will be held from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the Shames JCC on the Hudson. It is
sponsored by the Rivertowns Jewish Consortium.
Go to www.shamesjcc.org for more information

and to reserve a seat for this breakfast event.

Sunday 4

Office at 631-1770.
Sunday 11

SHEKELVESTING 101: The program will be held
from noon to 1:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham,
27 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Shekelvestors is a one-
of-a-kind Investment Club. Please sign up for the
free, interactive program, led by Phil Rothenberg,
at heep://shekelvestors101.eventbrite.com.

TED TarryrownN: 7EDx Tarrytown Coalesce will
be held from 4 to 7 p.m. at EF’ School’s Spellman
Theater, 100 Marymount Ave., Tarrytown. Info:
http://www.tedxtarrytown.com.

Wednesday 7

HicH ScHoor Musrcar: Random Farms Kids’
‘Theater presents High School Musical from Nov. 7
through 20 at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main
St. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or http://tarry-

townmusichall.org.

IsraeLI FoLk DANCING WiTH LENG: Nov. 7 and
28 from 7 to 10 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham,
27 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. The beginner’s classes
will be held from 7 to 8 p.m. and open dance and
instruction will be held from 8 to 10 p.m. Leng is
a vibrant and exciting teacher of Israeli danc-

ing, who studied for 18 years with the legendary
Moshe Eskayo. Info: call 914-631-1770 or visit
http://tba-ny.org/.

Thursday 8

M Wit Her: [in With Her: Sara Watkins, Sarah
Jarosz and Aoife O’Dovonan, will perform at 8 p.m.
at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
914.631.3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusi-
chall.org.

Friday 9

KingsToN Trio LEcacy Tour: The Kingston
Trio Legacy Tour comes to the Tarrytown Music
Hall, 13 Main St. at 8 p.m. Info: 914.631.3390
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org,

Saturday 10

Ewvis & OrsisoN SHOw: The Elvis & Orbison
Show comes to the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. at 7:30 p.m. Info: 914.631.3390
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

RassiT Hop: Hop right on over for a hippity-
hoppity good time with Teatown Nature Center’s
rabbits from 10 a.m. to noon. For families with
children ages three to five. The Center is located at
1600 Spring Valley Rd. in Ossining. Register by
visiting www.teatown.org or by calling 762-2912,
Ext. 110. Unless otherwise notice, all programs are
$8 for non-members.

GALA ART AUCTION: At the Greenburgh Hebrew
Center 515 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry. Preview at
7:45 p.m., auction will begin at 8:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is $10/ The event includes a wine and dessert
reception. Info: 693-4260.

Israeli Wine Tasting: Temple Beth Abraham
Uncorked: An Evening of Israeli Wine Tasting and
Hors d’ocuvres will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the
Temple. 27 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Tickets are $18
and reservations are required. For reservations visit
/tbawinetasting.eventbrite.com or call the Temple

'WESTCHESTER SYMPHONIC WINDs: Westchester
Symphonic Winds will perform American Dreams
at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. at 3
p.m. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or http://tar-
rytownmusichall.org.

Wednesday 14

will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Temple Beth

Abraham, 27 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Admission is

free and most vendors accept cash and checks only.
More details at: www.tba-ny.org/Hanukkah.

RENAISSANCE CONCERT: Renaissance will perform
at 7 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main
St. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or http://tarry-

townmusichall.org.

Friday 23

Rivertown Films: Nov. 14 Love, Gilda, a documen-
tary about Gilda Radner, will be presented at 8
p-m., at the Nyack Center. On Nov. 28 the satire
Sorry to Bother You will be screened at 8 p.m. at the
Nyack Center. Tickets are $35 and $55. Tickets:
$20 adults / $10 students / $15 Rivertown Film
and Arts Angels members. Information: 845-353-
2568 or www.rivertownfilm.org.

Thursday 15

Face OF WINTER: Warren Miller’s Face of
Winter will be screened at 7:30 p.m.at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. at 3 p.m. Info:
914.631.3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusi-
chall.org.

Friday 16

Book Crus: Caroline Igra joins the Temple Beth
Abraham Book Club for the discussion of her
book Count to Thousand at 10 a.m. $2 suggested
donation per guest. RSVP: 631-1770 or adulted@
tba-ny.org.

SuerLock HOLMES: Sherlock Holmes: The Ad-
venture of the Speckled Band will be performed
from Nov.16 through Dec. 9 at Lyndhurst, 635
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. To purchase tickets by
phone call 1-888-718-4253. Info: heep://lynd-
hurst.org/events/sherlock-2018.

Curs: The Broadway Training Center of Westches-
ter will present the musical Cazs at the Irvington
Town Hall Theater, 85 Main. St. Nov. 16 at 7
p-m.; Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. and Nov.18 at 3 p.m.
Reserved seating is available at www.Broadway-
Training.com/Tickets or by calling the ITHT box
office at 591-6602.

PuppLes Prry Party: Puddles Pity Party will
perform at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or htep://

tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 17

DoN McLeaN CoNcerT: Don McLean will
perform at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or http://

tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 18

Turkey TiME: Take time out to discover a little
more about turkeys before their big day from 11
a.m. to noon at Teatown’s Nature Center. Make

a craft, listen to a story and take a short hike to
learn about their natural history. For families. 1600
Spring Valley Rd. in Ossining. Register by visiting
www.teatown.org or by calling 762-2912, Ext.
110. Unless otherwise notice, all programs are $8
for non-members.

LaTkePALOOZA: The Hanukkah Festival and Fair

MAaNHATTAN CoMEDY NIGHT: Manhattan Comedy
Night, featuring New York City standup comics,
will be presented at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music
Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or
http://tarrytownmusichall.org,

Saturday 24

Banps TriBUTE: Terrapin & Soulshine - Celebrat-
ing the Grateful Dead & Allman Brothers will be

held at 7:30 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or htep://

tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 25

ArtER THE TURKEY HIKE: Hike off those extra
pounds gained from the Thanksgiving feast from
10 a.m. to noon at Teatown’s Nature Center. It is
a moderate hike with some steep sections. Wear
hiking boots, bring water and a snack. For adults.
The Center is located at 1600 Spring Valley Rd. in
Ossining. Register by visiting www.teatown.org or
by calling 762-2912, Ext. 110. Unless otherwise
notice, all programs are $8 for non-members.

Monday 26

LynpHURST HoLipAY Tours: Classic Holiday
Mansion Tours will be conducted from Nov. 26
through Dec. 30 at Lyndhurst, 635 S. Broadway,
Tarrytown. Tours are offered every hour from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursdays through Mondays.
Tours last approximately one hour. To purchase
tickets by phone call 1-888-718-4253. Info: http://
lyndhurst.org/events/holiday-tours-2018.

Tuesday 27

AMY SCHUMER PERFORMANCES: Amy Schumer
will perform on Nov. 27 and 28 at 7 p.m. at
the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
914.631.3390 Ext.100 orhttp://tarrytownmusi-
chall.org.

INTERFAITH COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE:
This year’s service will take place at 7:30 p.m. at
the Old Dutch Church (Reformed Church of the
Tarrytowns), 430 Broadway, Tarrytown. Please
note that the church is not handicapped accessible
and does not have bathrooms. For more informa-

tion call the Reformed Church at 631-4497.
Thursday 29

BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY: Join Rick Sammon, a tire-
less, prolific, and inspirational image-maker and
Teatown neighbor and friend, as he takes you
around the world to share his favorite bird pho-
tographs and bird photography tips at the Nature
Center from 7 to 8:30 p.m. For adults. The Center
is located at 1600 Spring Valley Rd. in Ossining.
Register by visiting www.teatown.org or by calling
762-2912, Ext. 110. Unless otherwise notice, all
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programs are $8 for non-members.

THE WALLFLOWERS CONCERT: The Wallflowers will
perform at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. Info: 914.631.3390 Ext.100 or http://

tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 30

Pivk Froyp TriBUTE: The Machine will perform
Pink Floyd’s 7he Wall at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 914.631.3390
Ext.100 orhttp://tarrytownmusichall.org.

WoMEN’s CIRCLE: Celebrate, study and explore
Jewish Women’s issues and history. At 5:45 p.m.
at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Members
and guests are welcome to the free program. Please
e-mail tbawomenscircle@gmail.com for more
information.

Ongoing

MobEerN DaNce Crasses: RiverArts modern dance
classes are now in session. The classes are taught

by Mary Ford-Sussman. Thursdays from 12:30 to
2 p.m. at Hastings Yoga, 34 Main St., Hastings.
Individual classes are $25 and multiple dance cards
are available. Register on line at https://riverarts.
org/educational-programs/dance-lessons/modern-
dance-lessons.

FreE Tar CHr: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m.
—10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. — 11:30
a.m. & Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. at
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call
366-7898 or visit www.Shames]CC.org.

Jazz Forum CLuB: Shows Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call
631-1000 or visit http://jazzforumarts.org/.

PiratE QUEST: On Saturdays and Sundays from
9:30 a.m. — 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt

In Our Libraries

through the grounds to load precious cargo onto
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor

in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

‘Drop YOUR PaNTS” DENIM RECYCLING INITIATIVE:
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into
insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills.
Visit hetp://bluejeansgogreen.org.

'WINE AND Jazz WEDNESDAYS: From 6 p.m. — 8
p.m. featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita
Poblana in Irvington.Visit www.chinitapoblanany.
com.

IRVINGTON FARMERS MARKET: Outdoor Market
Open Sundays through Nov. 18 from 9 a.m. —
1:30 p.m. at Main St. School.

TarRrRYTOWN/SLEEPY HOLLOW FARMERS MARKETS:
The Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow Farmers Market
is host to both weekly and rotating vendors, total-

ing more than 50 throughout the season. It is held
every Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. through
Thanksgiving at Patriots Park in Tarrytown. Free
parking at John Paulding School. Info: tashfarmer-
smarket.org.

MaH JoNGG: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple Beth
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail
adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough
players for a game.

MEeN’s CLuB: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m.
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Meetings
have varied speakers and are open to the pub-

lic free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
ShamesJCC.org.

Hearray Lire series: Phelps Memorial Hospital
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a
wide range of programs on health-related subjects
as well as health screenings and support groups.
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

November 2018 Adult Events at the
Irvington Public Library

The following events will be held at the Irvington
Public Library, 12 South Astor St. Info: Call 591-
7840, e-mail irvref@wlsmail.org or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Thursday 1

‘WAaTERCOLOR ExHIBIT: Michele Izzo CWS will
exhibit her watercolor paintings in the Martucci
Gallery throughout the month. On November 3,
from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m., she will demonstrate
her watercolor painting technique. Later that
afternoon, at 2 p.m., there will be a reception for
the artist. Gallery hours are Mondays, Wednes-
days, Fridays, and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Tuesday 13

BEEKEEPING PROGRAM: Beekeeping with Dennis
Haverkamp of Bedford Bees will be held at 7
p.m. The Greater Irvington Land Trust and the
Irvington Green Policy Task Force invite you

to the free program. November 13 at 7 p.m.
Haverkamp is owner of the Bedford Bee Honey-
bee Service.

Thursday 15

THURsDAY Book CLuB: The Irvington Thursday
Evening Book Club will discuss How to Stop
Time by Matt Haig in the Program Room at
7:30 p.m. Copies of the book will be available at

the circulation desk.

Children’s Program at the Irvington Pubic
Library

Sunday 4

Music AND MuNcHEs: The Music and Munch-
ies series, presented by the Greenburgh Hebrew
Center and PJ Library will begin today from
3:30 to 4 p.m. Come join us for a free after-
noon of stories, songs and yummy treats. This
event is ideal for children six and under and
their families. RSVP or questions to Stacey at
PJLibrary@g-h-c.org.

Events at the Warner Library

The following events have been scheduled for the
Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown.
For more information call 631-7734 or visit
warnerlibrary.org.

Adults programs at the Warner Library
Thursday 1

NoVEL ON STAGE: A video of the stage adapta-
tion of Roberto Bolafio’s novel 2666 will be
shown on two days. Part one will be on Nov.

1 at 6:30 p.m. with a discussion and parts two
through 5 will be presented on Nov. 3. at 3 p.m.

BusiNess Book CLus: The Business Book Group
will discuss 7he Four-Hour Work Week by Tim
Ferriss at 7 p.m.

Monday 5

PLANT BaSED NUTRITION: 7he Power of Plant
Based Nutrition will be presented at 7 p.m. by
Janet Levine. Call 631-7734 to sign up or visit

the reference desk.

InTRODUCTION TO HOOPLA: Learn how to down-
load books, movies, TV and music. Bring your
laptop or mobile device. Sign up at the reference

desk or call 621-7734.
Wednesday 7

‘WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON MOVIES: Movies will

be screened every Wednesday in November at 2
p-m. The schedule is: Nov. 7 — Boundaries; Nov.
14 — Juliet, Naked, Nov. 21 — Alpha and Nov. 28
— Crazy Rich Asians.

Thursday 8

THANKSGIVING Rap10 PLAYS: Enjoy two old time
radio plays featuring famous comedians George
Burns, Gracie Allen, and Jack Benny at 2 p.m.

SecoND THURSDAY Book GrouP: At 7 p.m. the
group will discuss 7he Great Alone by Kristin
Hannah;

Friday 9

Adult program:
Thursday 15

PortLuck DINNER AND Movig: A Potluck
Thanksgiving and a screening of the cult movie
classic 7he Royal Tenenbaums will be held from 6
to 9 p.m. Seating is limited.

Children’s programs at the Dobbs Ferry
Public Library

Thursday 1

LeGo Crus: The club, which is intended for
children in kindergarten and older, will meet
from 4 to 5 p.m.

Monday 5

THANKSGIVING STORY AND CRAFT: The program
will be held from 4 to 5 p.m.

Tuesday 6

ELEcTION DAY MOVIE: 7he Incredibles 2 will be
screened at 3:30; the doors will open at 3:15
p.m. Open to all ages.

Wednesday 14

AUTHOR VisiT: Author David Rocco will discuss
his book 7he Indestructible Man. at 2 p.m. The
book, co-written by Don Keith, is the true story
of World War II US Navy legend Captain Dixie
Kiefer, whose plane crash landed on Mount
Beacon in November of 1945.

Wednesday 14

SpanisH LEssons: Learn Spanish with Barbara
Bethea on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. from Nov. 14
through Dec. 19. Call the library at 631-7734

to register.

Saturday 17

BeAUTIFUL BEADED EARRINGS: Craft your own
earrings with beading expert Joan Lloyd from 2
to 4 p.m. For every pair you keep you make an-
other pair for the women’s shelter. Call 631-7734

to sign up or visit the reference desk.

Sunday 18
Juc Banp SHow: The Flying Fingers Jug Band,

which features an eclectic mix of instruments
including washboard, fiddle, string bass, jug,
dobro, mandolin and the vocal harmonies of
bluegrass, will perform at 2:20 p.m.

Tuesday 20

MysTERY BooK GRrOUP: At 11 a.m. the group will
discuss 7his is What Happened by Mick Herron

November events at the Dobbs Ferry
Public Library

55 Main St. For more information, call 693-6614.

Zoo Birps: Birds at the Bronx Zoo will be held
from 7 to 8 p.m. All ages welcome.

November 2018 Events at the Ossining
Public Library

The Ossining Public Library is located at 53 Croton
Ave., Info: https://www.ossininglibrary.org/ or
941-2416.

Sixties THEMED FUNDRAISER: The Friends of the
Ossining Public Library will hold a wine and
cheese fundraiser with proceeds going to fund a
World Music Concert Series featuring

The Mike Risko Band. The 1960’a themed event

Grape Expectations
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WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE
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DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
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92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTES)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

PHONE# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

will feature a silent auction, a costume contest
and dancing. Tickets are $30. Visit madfortheli-
brary.brownpapertickets.com

Teen program:
Saturday 3

TeEN ADvisOrY BoarD: The board will meet at 1
p.m. in the Teen Room.

Children’s program:
Saturday 10

Ice Cream SociaL: The children’s event will be
held from 2 to 4:30 p.m.
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| OpEd |

Time to Stand Up for a Free Press: We're Not the Enemy

by Layne Bruce

Enough already.

The last couple of years have been an un-
ending barrage against the freedom of the
press and the practitioners of this noble trade.

From being called “liars,” “fake,” and “sick”
by irate politicians to enduring capricious
and punitive tariffs that are an existential
threat to newspapers, the landscape for jour-
nalists today may be as inhospitable as it has
ever been in the 242-year history of this great
union of ours.

All this while the public at large seems un-
able to break free of the social media echo
chamber. We retreat there to endlessly bicker
with those who don't agree, or to bolster the
confidence of our own positions by seeking
solace from those who do.

We've devolved into a nation of people
who simply don’t want to hear it. And that’s
incredibly dangerous.

The bipartisan testimony of 20 members
of Congress last month before the Inter-
national Trade Commission in opposition
to tariffs on Canadian imported newsprint

is a good indicator a lot of talk about jour-
nalists being “enemies of the people” is ut-
ter hogwash. These men and women know
the importance of community newspapers
and their imperiled status in modern cul-
ture where too many marketers prefer digital
analytics and too many readers prefer daily
affirmation.

They know the men and women who
work at the local paper are most definitely
not the enemy — nor the problem.

But in a society where talk of the wicked
media is hurled relentlessly on Twitter or ca-
ble “news” channels, all of us who take part
in the honorable, constitutionally protected
trade of reporting news and ferreting truth
get amalgamated into a cynical act of politi-
cal theater that’s threatening to the very fab-
ric of democracy.

And that’s what this is really about.

We're arguing over political philosophies
and cultural divides — not about whether
news is biased. I bet you a week’s pay and
a dozen doughnuts the people who use the
argument that news is “fake” dont any more
believe that than they think the Space Force

is coming soon to a quadrant near us.

But the damage is being done. We as a na-
tion are beginning to give a collective shoul-
der shrug to the fundamental freedoms in
the Bill of Righs.

And we've got to snap out of it.

Weve got to accept that not all news is
happy or aflirming. We're not always going
to get what we want. I vaguely remember be-
ing taught that as a preschooler.

Aaron Blake, a correspondent for 7he
Washington Post, asked in a recent column if
the media should go to war with the Presi-
dent.

“Trump seems to want a war with his ‘en-
emy,” Blake wrote. “But should the media
oblige him? And if it doesn’, isn't it unilater-
ally disarming?”

No, we should not go to war with the Pres-
ident. But It’s long past time to end the navel
gazing and stand up for what we do. It’s our
job to provide the best obtainable version of
the truth and to champion the freedoms of
the First Amendment.

Thomas Jefferson — who had a notably
tempestuous relationship with the press —

was a president who still often rose to defend
it.

He once wrote while serving in Paris as
Minister to France: “The people are the only
censors of their governors, and even their er-
rors will tend to keep them true to the prin-
ciples of their Institution...

“Were it left to me to decide whether we
should have a government without newspa-
pers or newspapers without a government, I
should not hesitate a moment to prefer the
latter. But I should mean that every man
should receive those papers and be capable
of reading them.”

If we're unwilling to accept news that up-
sets us, or if were indifferent to differing
views simply because we don't want to deal
with them, we're essentially giving up on the
notion we can ever truly be “one Nation un-
der God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.”

I know it’s ironic, but | don’t believe we've
given up because I don't want to believe it.

Layne Bruce is executive director of the Mis-
sissippi Press Association. His column was for-

warded by the New York Press Association.

“ Letters H

Health Issues Must Be Considered with Cell Towers

To the Editor:

I read with interest your article in the Oc-
tober issue about the MTA cell tower that
has been erected in Tarrytown. In addition
to the safety and aesthetic issues cited by
opponents of that particular tower, there
are even more important health issues to
consider for this tower and the one being
considered off Route 117 by the Town of
Mount Pleasant

As a physician, I have followed the grow-
ing literature on health impacts of cell
phones and cell towers for over two de-
cades. In short, emerging research suggests
that low level exposure to microwave ra-
diation is capable of causing DNA damage,
increasing the risk of certain cancers and
learning and memory deficits. Children are
more vulnerable to these effects.

On September 25, 2018, I submitted
written comments to the Mt Pleasant

Town Supervisor on the health impacts of
placing a cell tower on its proposed loca-
tion off Route 117. The alternate location
I proposed is land owned by Westchester
County that is currently used only for
parking for the North Country Trail. It is
located just off 117 about 100 yards from
proposed tower but on the opposite side of
the road. There are no nearby residents, so
no health impacts would result.

In an October 17 call with Mount Pleas-
ant Town Supervisor Fulgenzi, I was told
that the cell tower could not be placed on
my alternate location as it was parkland
and would also be a less optimal location
to solve the dead zone problem for fire and
police.

These issues require further research and
validation of assertions.

Lucy R. Walerzky MD

The Hudson Independent Delivers Quality Journalism

To the Editor:

I moved to Kendal on Hudson from
Brooklyn in late March and was immediate-
ly struck by the quality of 7he Hudson Inde-
pendent. Brooklyn also has a free newspaper
(The Brooklyn Paper) with various editions
offering “special” reporting on happenings
in localities. The same publishing company
also issues another weekly newspaper, Life
Courier, which carries the identical articles
but different photos. In contrast to Zhe
Hudson Independent journalists, The Brook-

lyn Paper reporters seem to vie with each
other in coming up with exaggerated lan-
guage, and I used to call the paper “the rag.”

I thank you for your high standards and
your reporters for using a clear, fluid, and
unadorned style and proper use of the Eng-
lish language. I've learned much about my
new surroundings in the months living at

Kendal.

Ursula Hahn
Sleepy Hollow

Support Harckham for State Senate

To the Editor:

With the current Supreme Court make-
up, I fear that Roe vs. Wade is threatened
more than ever. Since the 1973 decision
that guaranteed a woman’s right to abortion,
many states have passed restrictive laws that
have made it nearly impossible for women
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across the country to access this right.

Prior to Roe vs. Wade, abortion was de-
criminalized in New York in 1970, but the
NY law has some inconsistencies which The
Reproductive Health Act (RHA) addresses.
For instance, The RHA would move abor-
tion law from the penal code to the public
health law code; allow medical profession-
als, not politicians to make decisions about
fetal viability and include language to allow
abortion at any stage of pregnancy when the
health or life of the mother is threatened.

Versions of the RHA passed in the NYS
Assembly several times over the years but
have been stalled in the NYS Senate health
committee by those who oppose abortion,
including Senator Terrence Murphy. 80%
of New Yorkers are in favor of protecting
a womans right to choose. I support and
encourage all to vote for Peter Harckham
for NY State Senate District 40. He is pro-

o choice and supports a woman's right to be in
i charge of making their own decisions about
A their reproductive health and their lives.
Gaye Breakstone
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