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by Linda Viertel

Memoir and romanticism collide in Tar-
rytown author Camilla Calhoun’s loving 
tribute to her late husband Aldo Rafanelli 
and his family in her book, Th e White 
Moth: Th ree Generations at a Tuscan Villa. 
Beautifully designed and stylishly writ-
ten, Calhoun crafts a textured narrative 
covering much of the history of 20th cen-
tury northern Italy through the eyes of an 
American. Coming in contact with a vari-
ety of characters who embody a changing 
and complex political, social, and cultural 
world full of both upheaval and joy-fi lled 
stasis, Calhoun’s vivid portrait of life in a 
charming 15th century Tuscan villa brims 
with vibrant, passionate and complicated 
personalities.

From Calhoun’s fi rst chance encoun-
ter with Aldo during one of her art-study 
and work sojourns in Italy, through the 
birth of their fi rst son in 1978, Calhoun 
interweaves archival photos of the Rafanelli 
family and their almost 500-year-old villa 
with detailed narratives of their early lives 
during the chaos of World War I, their 
tragic losses and ultimate survival after suf-
fering deprivation and disease. We become 
infatuated with her father-in-law, Floro 
Rafanelli, as he woos her beloved mother-
in-law, Alda—sweeps her off  her feet, in 
fact, and ensconces her in his family’s Tus-
can home. It is “Nonna Alda” who tells her 
story, and, thanks to Calhoun’s eager inter-
views and deft journaling, Alda comes back 
to life along with Alda’s son, Calhoun’s be-
loved husband Aldo.

Readers will experience Calhoun’s joy in 
Italian seasonality as she joins in harvesting 
grapes and sowing wheat with her Ameri-
can friends and Italian family. She brings to 
life the tastes and smells of Alda’s delectable 

cooking and shares passion-
ate family discussions under 
the loggia at a table groan-
ing with specialties emerg-
ing from the villa’s kitchen. 
Freshly plucked birds are 
roasted over a spit, just-
picked tomatoes ripe and 
bursting with sweetness 
morph into silken sauces, 
herbs gathered moments 
before the meal enhance 
a buttery polenta, ca-
pers plucked from lad-
en bushes draping over 
the driveway’s ancient 
walls decorate an an-
tipasto. 

Characters emerge full-blown, such as 
Floro’s gruff  father Ugo and his indomi-
table mother Elvira, plucky uncle Danilo 
who dies of contagion in a military hospital 
the day before he is to return home from 
World War I. Ugo’s sons are as disparate as 
siblings could be: Mario, the poet, Pietro 
the apolitical atheist, and Floro who yearns 
for Italy’s past glories by joining Musso-
lini’s black-shirts and pays a terrible price 
for his choice. But it is the wise, winning 
and practical Alda who saves her brothers-
in-law from a fi ring squad and who fi nds 
her husband wasting away in jail, then in 
a hospital, far away from home months af-
ter World War II has ended. Her ingenu-
ity saves him, as she travels far to retrieve 
her desperately ill husband and brings him 
home to recuperate amidst the love and 
support of his adoring wife, children and 
brothers. It’s a tale that must have been told 
over and over again throughout Europe of 
the men who fought and died, those who 
barely recovered, those who never could, 
and the women who made sure their chil-

dren were fed and clothed while they cared 
for those less fortunate. 

Interwoven throughout the Rafanelli 
family narrative is Calhoun’s own. We meet 
her American friends who come to visit in 
the 1970’s while she stays in Aldo’s villa 
tower to write, an invitation he extended 
to her as a friend and which ignited their 
romance. A bilingual art history scholar, 
Calhoun reveals her deep knowledge and 
love of the Renaissance, the old masters, 
murals, sculpture and frescoes that graced 
her Italian world only seven miles outside 
of Florence. We travel with her and Aldo 

along curving mountainous 
roads to the seashore, hike in 
nearby forests, meet farmers as 
attached to their earth as the 
mothers are to their children, 
and listen with the family to 
their beloved Italian opera. It’s 
a luminous world that, sadly, 
must come to an end   crushed 
by the overwhelming cost of 
maintaining a countryside 
villa deeply in need of repair.

Luckily, Camilla and Aldo’s 
fi rst son was born in time 
to be held in Nonna Alda’s 
arms, in time to enter their 
antiquity-fi lled world only to 
bid it farewell before the fam-

ily moved to America. While Tarrytown’s 
historic Grove Street (where Camilla and 
Aldo settled with their two sons) is not 
quattrocento Italy, we are fortunate to have 
a master storyteller bridge her worlds and 
settle in ours. And, though Nonna Alda 
departed long ago, she is the unforgettable 
spirit that forever hovers and seems to bless 
Calhoun in all her endeavors.

Signed copies of Th e White Moth: Th ree 
Generations at a Tuscan Villa are available at 
Th e Village Bookstore in Pleasantville.

A Vivid Chronicle of Tuscan Life in Local Writer’s Th e 
White Moth
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Tarrytown author Camilla Calhoun
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by Tom Pedulla

Ted Sohn’s life changed 
forever when he joined Yale 
classmates and other college 
students in building a much-
needed school in Mexico City 
in the early 1960’s. He went 
on to a career in social work, 
someone eager to make a dif-
ference for those near and far.

Ted and his wife, Pat, as pa-
rishioners at Transfiguration 
Church, helped to establish 
what is referred to as a “twin-
ning” relationship with Our 
Lady Queen of Peace in Soya-
pango, El Salvador and its 
school, St. Joseph the Worker. 
They continue to play lead roles in that pro-
gram, which started in 2004 and quickly 
focused on education.

More than $20,000 has been raised an-
nually to meet some of the many needs at 
Saint Joseph the Worker, which extends 
from kindergarten through ninth grade 
with an enrollment of 259 students. Much 
of the money is devoted to scholarships.

“You are investing in the lives of kids, 
which is a huge, huge investment,” Ted 

said. “You can’t compare it to building a 
house because this will last them the rest of 
their lives.”

Pat and Ted made their first visit to El 
Salvador in 2005. The sight of housing 
that consisted of unstable huts with mud 
floors was shocking. The sight of children 
who were happy and playful despite all they 
lacked was heartening.

“What was important to us was to see 
these families in the flesh and to connect 
with them,” Pat said. “They are a beautiful, 

warm people.”
The Sohn’s have been joined 

by others at Transfiguration in 
making seven visits to Soyapan-
go since then, all at personal 
expense. The most recent oc-
curred in November. As much 
as they are encouraged by the 
students’ progress, conditions 
immediately outside the school 
have deteriorated so badly due 
to gangs and the prevalence of 
crime that they were not al-
lowed to visit houses as they 
had in the past. They stayed in 
a hostel 30 minutes away as a 
precaution.

If anything, those worrisome 
circumstances have only deep-

ened the determination to help.
“It is important for us as a Christian 

people to know that we are all brothers 
and sisters and that there are things just as 
important as funds when caring for those 
in need, namely relationships,” said Father 
Emiel, Transfiguration’s pastor. “Ted and 
Pat’s initiative and work with the com-
munity in Soyapango have helped us all to 
grow together as God’s people.”

Pat, 78, and Ted, 77, emphasize that the 

program’s success stems from the involve-
ment of many. Approximately 120 parish-
ioners donate annually as part of an effort 
separate from other church fundraising. 
A committee in El Salvador works closely 
with its Transfiguration counterpart.

“There is as strong a committee there as 
we have here,” Ted said.

Soyapango volunteers identify students 
who merit scholarships to help pay the tu-
ition of $5 per month. There are 140 chil-
dren currently receiving such aid. Accord-
ing to Pat, many students would be unable 
to attend without that support. College 
scholarships were introduced not long ago.

Transfiguration intercedes in other ways 
as well. A religion teacher who was being 
paid $125 per month, for instance, was re-
cently persuaded to stay after receiving an 
increase to $310 per month.

Pat and Ted said they receive “millions of 
hugs” each visit. Then they know it is all 
worthwhile.

The Hudson Independent presents “Unsung 
Heroes,” a series of articles profiling those who 
provide extraordinary service to the communi-
ties in the readership area. If you wish to sug-
gest someone for this feature, please email us 
at editor@thehudsonindependent.com with a 
brief description of that person’s background.

Local Couple Leads Effort to Help Parish in El Salvador

Unsung Heroes

Pat and Ted Sohn are parishioners of Transfiguration Church.
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by Tom Pedulla

When the Irvington girls’ basketball 
team hosts the annual Autism Classic, it 
attaches a smiling face to the cause.

Jeff Dyer, who lacks verbal skills due to 
autism, is nonetheless as engaged as any 
fan at the games and is a beloved mem-
ber of the community. His father, Bill, is 
a former football coach at the school. His 
mother, Carol, oversaw the junior varsity 
for many years for legendary coach Gina 
Maher.

“Many of the people in the gym have 
played football for my dad or hoops for 
my mom. They all know Jeff and he knows 
them all,” said Alison Dyer, Jeff’s sister. “All 
of these Irvington people will see him and 
they love him, and he loves them back.”

Eight teams participated this year, rep-
resenting Westchester and Rockland. Vis-

iting teams donated baked 
goods, sports beverages and 
water to the concession 
stands, where they are sold 
by Irvington players and 
their parents to raise funds. 
Candlelight Inn of Scarsdale 
provided T-shirts. DJ Johnny 
G of Ossining volunteered 
his time in providing enter-
tainment.

“It’s a wonderful commu-
nity feeling, getting together 
for a cause,” Maher said. “I 
think everybody is touched 
by autism. I think everybody 
knows somebody who is either autistic or 
on the spectrum or has sensory issues. It’s 
widespread, certainly more prevalent than 
it has ever been, and these people need 
help.”

Eva Gilbert, a senior, said the existence 
of the Autism Classic was a major factor in 
her wanting to play basketball at Irvington. 

“It’s definitely a huge part of the pro-
gram,” she said. “The most important 

aspect of the program and the things we 
value are community, unity, inclusion and 
spirit. This tournament just adds to that.”

Money raised goes to organizations that 
assist those with autism such as Surfer’s 
Healing. Surfing has been found to be 
therapeutic for those who have the disease. 
Surfer’s Healing travels both coasts to pro-
vide therapy.

Jeff Dyer, 33, is among those who have 
benefited from the program. He was diag-
nosed at two. He has spent his life learning 
to adjust.

“Jeff is not verbal, but he is so incredibly 
communicative,” Alison said. “He writes. 
He kind of has his own sign language. He 
is incredibly creative and also very patient 
when it comes to getting his point across. 
He has a lot of interests. But being non-
verbal, that is incredibly hard.”

Jeff lives at a group home in nearby 
Chestnut Ridge to better assist his needs. 
His condition can be difficult to under-
stand for those not touched by autism. 
The sound of a passing fire truck causes 
him great distress. The buzzer at basketball 
games used to drive him from the gym be-
fore he adjusted. His speech is limited to 
very few words -- and yet he is masterful 
with a computer.

“He knows more about technology,” 
Alison said, “than our whole family com-
bined.”

 Maher values the Autism Classic as an 
educational tool. “I think it’s important 
that all young people give back, that they 
have an understanding of things around 
them and that you have to help out,” Ma-
her said.

Students can learn merely by observing 
Jeff and the coping skills he developed. 
“He’s taught us all so much,” Alison said. 
“He’s taught us compassion. He’s taught us 
what really matters in life – it’s family, it’s 
community, it’s love.”

Annual Autism Classic in Irvington Cherished by Community

Jeff Dyer is a beloved member of the Irvington com-
munity.

by Rick Pezzullo

An administrator in the Irvington 
Union Free School District resigned in 
January following what was described as 
“discrepancies” with his records.

Jesse Lubinsky, director of technology 
and innovation in the district since Au-
gust 1, 2017, submitted his resignation 
on January 24, two days after the Board 
of Education announced it was reviewing 
some issues that surfaced. The board ac-
cepted his resignation at a special meet-
ing on January 25.

A former math teacher in the district 

who has been employed since 2004, 
Lubinsky will be paid for another two 
months while doing some work at home, 
according to a published report on lohud 
by David McKay Wilson.

“Through his roles as both a former 
teacher and administrator, Mr. Lubin-
sky’s enthusiasm for teaching and learn-
ing positively impacted a great number of 
students and families in the district,” Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Kristopher 
Harrison and Board of Education Presi-
dent Michael Hanna stated in a joint let-
ter to the school community.

“We fully recognize and appreciate the 

reactions of concern from staff, students 
and community members, and we are fo-
cused on addressing this unforeseen de-
parture in a manner that will be in the 
best interests of our students. Our review 
of this matter, which is being led by the 
Board of Education’s legal counsel, has 
not concluded with Mr. Lubinsky’s resig-
nation,” Harrison and Hanna continued.

According to the lohud report, Lu-
binsky also worked as a consultant for 
EdTech Team, a partner of Google. A 
district parent, Della Lenz, has contacted 
the state comptroller to investigate Lu-
binsky’s potential conflict of interest.

Irvington School Administrator Resigns over 
Discrepancies
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Dobbs Ferry’s McCarthy Relishes 
Reaching 1,000-Point Mark

Sleepy Hollow Resident Trains for 2020 Olympics, and to 
Defeat Cancer in Mom’s Memory

Sports

by Tom Pedulla

Camryn McCarthy learned the funda-
mentals of basketball from a treasured and 
trusted source – her father.

Stephen coached her when she played 
on a Catholic Youth Organization team in 
the second grade, emphasizing the basics of 
dribbling, passing and developing a quick 
release on her shot.

Those invaluable lessons helped McCar-
thy to attain great heights at Dobbs Ferry 
High School, where the soft-spoken leader 
of a high-powered team recently emerged as 
a 1,000-point scorer.

“I think it’s really important to learn the 
small stuff early because then you can build 
on that,” she said. “So, it’s really nice that I 
had someone to teach me the fundamentals 
early.”

McCarthy aspired to achieve the mile-
stone at a young age. “It was something I’d 
seen other people get,” she said. “I’d watch 
all the girls play with my dad. It was just 
really nice to feel I accomplished something 

with all the hard work.”
McCarthy’s game was so advanced that 

she has been starting for Dobbs Ferry’s var-
sity since the eighth grade. Stephanie Mills, 
in her first year as coach, was delighted 
when the 5-7 senior guard reached the 
1,000-point plateau with a feathery jump 
shot at Pleasantville.

 “Basketball-wise, she will do anything 
for the team, whether it’s making shots or 
playing good defense,” Mills said. “She’s just 
really such a good, good kid.”

 Raquel Addona, a senior guard, points to 
McCarthy in explaining why Dobbs Ferry 
is a Class B force this winter and why it has 
enjoyed a succession of winning seasons 
since she joined the varsity.

 “Camryn obviously is a great shooter, but 
she is so much more than that,” Addona 
said. “She is a great leader on and off the 
court. When she’s on the court trying to get 
her point across, everyone will listen.”

 McCarthy is so skilled at reading defenses 
and anticipating what opponents will do 

that Mills refers to her as a “quiet coach” on 
the floor. The senior constantly draws from 
the wealth of knowledge she gained while 
in grammar school, and she takes a gentle 
approach when teammates need to make 
adjustments during the flow of the game. 

“A lot of time I lead by actions instead of 
words. I’m not an outspoken person,” she 
said. “I try to do the right things and the 
little things so other people see that.”

Above all, McCarthy is known for her 
torrid shooting, especially beyond the three-
point arc.

“When Camryn is hot and she’s making 
her shots, she’s unstoppable,” said Alexa 
Reith, a senior guard.

 Fast starts tend to lead to unbelievable 
finishes for McCarthy.

 “When I hit the first one, I kind of settle 
in and I’m much more relaxed and it helps 

me keep going,” she said. “I’m not worried 
about other things. I’m very focused on 
making the right shot and the right pass and 
doing what I have to do rather than making 
a mistake.”

The improvement of her inside game this 
year has become a great asset.

 “Now, she can get to the basket and she’s 
creating a bit more, and she has such a quick 
release that defenses don’t see it coming,” 
Mills said. “She catches and shoots. There is 
no hesitation. That’s a big weapon for her.”

Some prolific scorers become consumed 
by their statistics. Not McCarthy.

“She does not want personal glory,” Mills 
said. “For her, it’s all about getting wins and 
making the most of the season.”

McCarthy’s father likely taught her self-
lessness, too.

by Steve Sears

Cecilia Barowski, originally from New 
Hampshire but now living in Sleepy Hol-
low since 2016, can often be seen with 
members of her running club jogging along 
the streets and on various tracks and park 
paths both in and outside the village.

She does this for a few reasons. First, she’s 
training for the 2020 Olympics. Second, 
her family suffered the loss of her mom, 
Mary Ann, to cancer, so she runs in the in-
terest of good health and cancer prevention.

In November, Barowski used her run-
ning ability to raise money for the Prevent 
Cancer Foundation (PCF) in Alexandria, 

Virginia.
The (Giving Tuesday) campaign ran for 

two weeks, and it ended on Giving Tuesday 
(November 27). Barowski raised her goal of 
$1,000 by that date, and an additional $10 
was donated via the website page kept live 
by the following Friday to bring her grand 
total to $1,010. “I was very satisfied on 
Tuesday to see 100%,” she said.

In 2010, when she was 17 years old, 
Barowski’s mom passed away at 49 after a 
bout with cancer. “She loved animals, and 
she was the one who kind of made a pact 
with my dad about having a lot of kids but 
also having a lot of dogs,” said Barowski, 
one of eight children. “She loved animals, 

she loved Irish music, she was really into our 
education, and going to a good four-year 
college was definitely a priority for all of us, 
and really instilled our work ethic, motiva-
tion, and passion for learning. She was an 
all-around great motivator for all of us.”

“I couldn’t ask for a better childhood and 
better foundation with her,” she added.

Barowski’s mom was not a runner, but 
a rooter. “She was definitely there on the 
sidelines, telling me to run faster. She told 
me, ‘Run like the wind, Seabiscuit.’ When 
you’re running a 55-meter dash, when you 
can’t hear any articulation from the crowd, I 
would somehow hear it.” 

Continued on page 19

Camryn McCarthy celebrated her achievement with her teammates.

Cecilia Barowski reached fundraising 
goal in November.
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The ITHT Commission, which oversees 
the historic 117-year-old, 432-seat theater 
in Irvington Town Hall, has announced the 
details of its second diversity event of the 
season, “Lift the Lamp: Immigrant Stories,” 
which will be held at the theater on Friday, 
February 22, at 7:30 p.m.

“Lift the Lamp,” the second of three di-
versity-related events the ITHT will present 
under its Irvington Theater Presents banner 
in the 2018-2019 theater season, will fea-
ture five immigrant speakers, with the dis-
cussion moderated by Rev. Peggy Clarke, 
the minister of the First Unitarian Society of 
Westchester in Hastings-on-Hudson. 

“The event is designed to show the diverse 
makeup of the United States and the unique 
stories immigrants have about their jour-
neys to this country and their experiences 
once they are here,” said Kim Gilligan, the 
ITHT commissioner heading up the series.

Admission to “Lift the Lamp” is free. 
Speakers will include Lisa Genn, a gradu-
ate of Columbia University and the NYU 
School of Law who emigrated from the 
former Soviet Union; Niurka Melendez, a 
computer scientist turned community orga-
nizer who recently came to the United States 
from Venezuela; Reshad Ahmadi, a civil 
engineer from Afghanistan who arrived in 

the United States in 2017 on a Special Im-
migration Visa; Donny Kahn, a marketing 
executive for the National Hockey League 
who emigrated to the United States from 
Pakistan with his family when he was 14; 
and Michael Gyory, an Irvington resident, 
who is the son of Hungarian Holocaust sur-
vivors. He will share the story of their plight 
during World War II and their struggle to 
get into America.

“My story is about a 14-year-old who 
moved to the U.S. without his family, fell 
in love with the game of hockey, and has 
had the amazing good fortune to work at 
the NHL,” Kahn said. “And, my story is also 
about seeing Pakistan’s political transforma-
tion in the late 70s and early 80s, which, 
sadly, has some similarities to the current 
political climate in our great country.”

Gilligan said that while the diversity series 
and “Lift the Lamp” fit into the commis-
sion’s vision of the role of the theater in the 
community, these events are also meant to 
be as entertaining as they are informative.

“Lift the Lamp” follows the tremendously 
successful first event in the series, “My Iden-
tity Is Not Your Opinion,” which focused 
on the stories of transgender and nonbinary 
individuals. For more information on “Lift 
the Lamp,” visit www.irvingtontheater.com. 

by Robert Kimmel 

Highlighting a revitalized crusade to 
bring attention to the abusive treatment of 
women, V-Day Tarrytown and Sleepy Hol-
low 2019 is presenting a local performance 
of The Vagina Monologues. The show, with 
a cast of women from the region, will be 
staged at Tarrytown Music Hall, February 
13, at 7 p.m.    

This heralded play, written in 1996 by 
Eve Ensler, who originally played all the 
roles off-Broadway, consists of a series of 
monologues by different women describ-
ing how they dealt with a variety of sexually 
related experiences.  Originally written as a 
celebration of femininity by Ensler, the play 
then became a symbol for the world-wide 
V-Day activists’ movement aimed at halting 
violence against women and girls. 

V-Day Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow 
2019 is the local unit of volunteers dedi-
cated to furthering awareness of its cause by 
producing the play and other events which 
also raise money for organizations that serve 
women and strive to end domestic violence.     

This month’s appearance of The Vagina 
Monologues marks the second time it was 
produced by the V-Day Tarrytown and 
Sleepy Hollow 2019 group. Its first appear-
ance was in 2012.  

While the original version was written 
for a cast of 26 people, there will be 36 
people in the February 2019 play, accord-
ing to Gina Lamparella, a co-director of the 
production. “We try to keep it flexible so 
that we can include more people because we 
have a lot of people interested, and it’s hard 
to say ‘no’ to those who want to participate,” 

she explained. “Most in the cast are not ac-
tresses, but there will be several professional 
performers in the play,” she said.     

Lamparella directed the 2012 show as 
well as a performance in Florence, Italy, 
with a bilingual group. She is an actress and 
has performed in eight Broadway musicals 
and toured nationally. 

“The first time I was asked to do it I didn’t 
know much about it, but it truly can be an 
amazing experience to be involved in,  and 
it really does bring attention to the situa-
tion of being a woman and all that entails 
including the bad and the ugly,” Lamparella 
related. “A lot of people think we are going 
backwards over the past couple of years in 
how women are treated, and so I felt we 
needed to do the show again.”  

Co-directing the show is Sleepy Hollow 
resident Nancy Puleo, also a Broadway ac-
tress, whose stage name is Nancy St. Alban. 
She has appeared on TV’s “Guiding Light,” 
the film Breaking Point, as well as a number 
of theater productions, including Chicago 
and Kiss Me Kate, as well as some 30 com-
mercials.   

About 70 percent of the women involved 
in the 2012 event are returning to par-
ticipate in this month’s show, according to 
Tracy Brown, who, with Ann Nielsen, is a 
co-producer of the activities. “We got to-
gether, drawn by how things were going in 
this present political climate, and believed 
it was time to repeat the performance, and 
this time we would do it in a bigger venue,” 
Brown remarked.            

Part of the reason there was a 100-vol-
unteer turnout, Brown believed, was the 

people “who had seen the play in 2012 and 
were inspired by being in the audience and 
wanted to get more involved this time. We 
didn’t have to shake the tree very hard to get 
people to come out to audition and help. 
The V-Day group is deeply committed to 
this cause,” Brown said.           

Co-producer Neilsen stated, “Today’s 
frightening climate of racism, misogyny, 
and xenophobia magnifies the need for all 
communities, especially communities of 
color, to take a vocal and powerful stand.”

Brown noted that 90 percent of the event’s 
proceeds “goes to organizations that address 
issues of violence against women and girls, 
and 10 percent of everything we raise goes 
back to the V-Day Foundation. Our goal, 
with public support, is to make substantial 
and beneficial donations to Hope’s Door 
and My Sisters’ Place by March 1, 2019.”

Hope’s Door, headquartered in Haw-
thorne, with units in Ossining and White 
Plains, “seeks to end domestic violence and 
to empower victims to achieve safety, inde-
pendence and healing from the trauma of 
abuse.” 

With an administrative office in White 
Plains, My Sisters’ Place operates through-
out Westchester, “to end domestic violence 
and human trafficking through compre-

hensive services, advocacy, and community 
education.” 

The 2012 performance of The Vagina 
Monologues brought in $14,000, and an-
other $10,000 was provided by an anony-
mous donor, according to Kimberly Mar-
cus, a member of the Planning Committee 
and a participant in that year’s event. This 
month’s show at the Tarrytown Music Hall 
will be followed by a party at which several 
celebrities and political figures are expected 
to attend. Show tickets can be purchased at 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Open to all will be an event on Saturday, 
March 2, consisting of marches through 
Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow culminat-
ing at Patriot’s Park where there will be, “an 
open interactive dance choreographed and 
performed by students and organizers.” It is 
a celebration of One Billion Rising, a global 
event calling for the end of violence towards 
women and girls. Gatherings by V-Day Tar-
rytown and Sleepy Hollow 2019 will initial-
ly take place at 3 p.m. in Neperan Park in 
Tarrytown and the Morse School in Sleepy 
Hollow and proceed to Patriot’s Park at 
3:30 p.m.  An instructional video about the 
dance can be found online at https://www.
facebook.com/VDayTarrytownSleepyHol-
low/. Rain date for the event is March 3.

The Vagina Monologues Local Performance Draws 
Attention to Women’s Universal Causes

Irvington Town Hall Theater to Produce 
Second Diversity Series Event  
Focusing on Immigration
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>Tarry Tavern will be offering 
a special three-course prix fi xe dinner - $55 

per person. The menu will feature duos such as 
braised short ribs with a beef fi llet, and Hudson 
Valley duck prepared two ways - roasted breast 
and confi t of duck. The entire restaurant will be 
transformed: the bar (stools removed) will be cov-
ered in white tablecloths and adorned with towers 
of homemade chocolate truffl es and chocolate 
covered strawberries. Lights will be dimmed to the 
max and candles will adorn not just the tables but 
every shelf, ledge, nook and cranny. Romance will 
abound. Call for a reservation at: 914-631-7227.
>The Hudson Anchor in Sleepy Hollow will be 

offering a special three-course menu on February 
14 - -$40 per person. Specialties include Anchor 
Beef Wellington, 24-hour brined pork chop, and 
chicken cordon bleu. Desserts will be a butter-
scotch crème brulee or frozen chocolate mousse. 
The price excludes taxes, gratuity, and beverages. 
Live music will also be presented. Reservations 
are highly recommended and can be made at 
www.hudsonanchorseafood.com or by calling 914-
600-8123.
>Irvington’s Black Cat Cafe Valentine special-

ties include handmade cookies in charming de-
signs to celebrate love and friendship. Gift boxes 
and baskets also available. (914) 231-9060.

>La Chinita Poblana In Irvington will be creat-
ing a February 14th dinner with specialty drinks all 
accompanied by jazz music and entrancing singing 
by Evangeline Joy from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Reserva-
tions are available at 914-231-9398. (chinitapob-
lanany.com)

by Linda Viertel

If any chef can enliven old-school Brit-
ish gastronomy, it would be David DiBari 
whose Dobbs Ferry mainstays, The Cook-

ery and The Parlor, are beloved destination 
restaurants. Partnering with Scott Broccoli, 
a well-known Dobbs native, DiBari has ex-
panded his mini food empire in the village to 
include another lively spot also featuring spe-
cialty cocktails and multiple draft beers – The 
Rare Bit, a British Gastropub, which opened 
on December 15th.

How these two restaurauteurs connect-
ed is a story unto itself. When DiBari was 
strolling the streets of San Francisco a few 
years ago, he came across a restaurant called 
Dobbs Ferry. Intrigued, he left a note about 
Th e Cookery on a bar napkin for the manag-
er-- that would be Broccoli – who happened 
to notice it on his desk. So when Broccoli 
visited his family in Dobbs (his parents still 
live in the home he grew up in), he dined at 
Th e Cookery and sought out DiBari. Over 
multiple dinners at Th e Cookery DiBari and 
Broccoli created a fast friendship based on 
their mutual love of the restaurant business. 
And, when the former Cedar Street Bar and 
Grill space became available, Broccoli and 
his wife thought it was time to move their 
young family back “home.”

Now, the young Broccoli children go to 
the same school Scott went to; as he said, 
“I feel like I’ve never left.” And, with Broc-
coli’s return to his old hometown, he has 
brought his front of house expertise to an-
other lively DiBari eatery. Together they felt 
the space lent itself to a pub atmosphere, 
but they wanted to present “…British food 
done really well,” Broccoli explained. And 
they have. Welsh Rarebit (linguistically al-
tered long ago from the dish, Welsh rabbit) 
– a cheesy sourdough toast made with Gui-
ness, Worcestershire, and Welsh cheddar, 
is a rich, creamy, delectable version of that 
tired British Isles staple. Scotch Eggs bear no 
resemblance to the over-cooked, massively 

breaded versions that graced 
pub menus long ago. 

DiBari’s is a soft- boiled egg covered with 
in-house sausage, breaded and fried. Warm 
potted shrimp, served with shrimp mayo, 
fresh herbs and grilled bread has become a 
popular appetizer, and with good reason. 
Another signature would be the soft-boiled 
eggs served with warm curry mayo, grilled 
bread and a showering of cilantro.

Stilton cheese sparks a cabbage, smoked 
bacon and apple salad. Shaved caulifl ower 
enhanced by in-house pickled potatoes, 
fresh herbs, fried capers and egg yolk meld 
into a divine, hearty salad popping with a 
variety of tastes and textures.

Indian food is ubiquitous throughout 
the British Isles, and DiBari tips his hat to 
Britain’s former colony. His Peas & Potatoes 
salad, with crispy chickpeas gets the full Raj 
treatment with yogurt, tamarind and mint. 
And fast becoming a signature dish is his 
moist Chicken Tikka “with really good rice,” 
a pizza naan, yogurt and mint.

Fish and Chips has never been better than 
at Th e Rare Bit; lightly battered hake retains 
moistness and fl ake, thanks to a chef who 
knows how to deep-fry with perfect timing. 

Chunky chips, mushy peas (a billiant take 
on the standard version), and house-made 
tartar sauce make fi sh and chips a new dish. 
Steak & Stout Pie, Bangers & Mash, Bubble 
& Squeak a hefty bacon chop (smoked in-
house) all sound like familiar Brit mainstays, 
but each dish surprises. DiBari’s culinary 
skill, whether making pizza pies in a wood-
burning oven or creating traditional Italian 
dishes, has now morphed to British cookery. 
Who knew that bangers, redolent of sage 
and cured pork, or the stout pie with its suet 
crust, fi lled with mushrooms and other fresh 
veggies - accompanied by sides of creamy 
mashed potatoes and a fresh parsley salad, 
could be that delicious? 

DiBari is proudest of his airy Yorkshire 
Pudding, made from a friend’s family recipe. 
“To get it right,” he says, “You need a crispy 
crust and lifted sides; it becomes a vessel for 
anything that’s good.” And, with the expe-
rienced assistance of Chef John Poiarkoff , 
who has helped DiBari open all his restau-
rants, a friend diBari calls “the director of all 
tasty things,” they have taken British food 
up more than several notches.

But let’s not forget Broccoli’s domain, gra-
ciously greeting guests at the front of house 
and making sure his bar is well-stocked. 
And, what a bar it is! Eight specialty cock-
tails are on draft alongside eight draft beers, 
all drawn from a massive brass drafting sys-

tem specially crafted for Th e Rare Bit. Broc-
coli explains that his cocktails are all chef-
driven, made in batches and placed in kegs 
for consistency. No matter who the mixolo-
gist is behind the bar, the tasty balance of 
sweet and sour will be maintained. And, if 
the Saturday night scene at his bar is any in-
dication of the success of Broccoli’s method, 
his draft cocktails are a hit.

Broccoli’s “gin program” is unequaled; he 
serves ten variously fl avored gin and tonics, 
made with ten diff erent gins, everything 
from Beefeater to the rare Drumshambo. 
And, he is proud of his commanding bar 
with its massive mirror surrounded by a car-
pet of greenery that greets customers with 
traditional British Isles style. 

Th e Rare Bit’s interior was designed by 
local resident and Brrzaar café owner Mi-
chelle Leddy, who scoured fl ea markets and 
antique stores to fi ll the restaurant’s walls 
with landscape paintings and portraits in or-
nate guilded frames. Her choice of red ban-
quettes, rich woods, and patterned wallpa-
per all give the place a homey, hodge-podgy 
feel, just right for a pub atmosphere where 
everyone feels welcome.

Food for Thought

Dobbs Ferry’s 
Newest Dining 
Destination

If You Go
The Rare Bit
23 Cedar Street, Dobbs Ferry 
914-693-8000 | therarebitdf.com
Valet parking coming soon.
Hours: T. W. Th. 5 p.m.-10 p.m.
F: 12:30-3, 5 p.m.-11 p.m.
S.: 11:30 a.m.- 3 p.m., 5 p.m.- 11 p.m.
Sun.: 11:30 a.m.- 3 p.m., 5 p.m.- 9 p.m. 
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Clockwise top left: Chef John Poiarkoff, 
partner/Chef David DiBari, partner Scott 
Broccoli; Rare Bit front view; Sunday 
brunch special: roast beef, served with 
roasted veggies, lovely gravy, potatoes and 
Yorkshire pudding; Got-to-have-it fi sh and 
chips.

LoCaL VaLentine’S SPeCiaLS

The Rare Bit
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Angelo Jurcic, 80
Angelo Jurcic, a longtime resident of Tar-

rytown and North Tarrytown (now Sleepy 
Hollow), died in his native country of Croa-
tia January 3. He was 80.

Born in the city of Senj, Croatia, he came 
to the United States in the early 1960s, 
married and started his family shortly after-
wards. Mr. Jurcic was an active member of 
Phoenix Hose and an employee of the Vil-
lage of Tarrytown’s Highway, Sanitation and 
Police departments. Shortly after retiring, 
he returned to Croatia and proudly served 
in its Army in their fight for independence 
in the 1990s.

John Kamke, 92
John Richard Kamke, a longtime resident 

of Dobbs Ferry, died peacefully at home 
January 25 surrounded by family after a 
brief illness. He was 92.

Mr. Kamke proudly served in the U.S. 
Navy during WW II. After his return, he 
graduated from Paul Smith College in 1949 
and married his beloved Miriam in 1950. 
He continued his passion for sailing and en-
joyed his time on the open seas. He was a 
devoted husband, loving father and adoring 
grandfather and great-grandfather who will 
be deeply missed. 

Mary Byrnes, 88
Mary Kucich Byrnes, a longtime resident 

of Tarrytown, New York, died peacefully 
January 23 in Zephyrhills, Florida. She was 
three days shy of celebrating her 89th birth-
day. 

She was born in Yugoslavia. In early Au-
gust 1930, she and her parents arrived in 
America, and shortly thereafter, moved 
to North Tarrytown. She graduated from 
North Tarrytown High School in 1948. 

In October 1958, she married Andrew 
Patrick Byrnes and they built a life and fam-
ily together in Tarrytown. Mrs. Byrnes en-
joyed being an active member of her com-
munity and was a long-time parishioner of 
Transfiguration Church. She was a former 
commissioner of the Tarrytown Housing 
Authority, a member of the Architectural 
Review Board for the Village of Tarrytown, 
and also a member of the Tarrytown Se-
niors. She retired in 1992 after working for 
IBM for many years.

Eliseo “Lee” Carrozzi, 83
Eliseo “Lee” Vincent Carrozzi, a resident 

of Irvington, died December 22, 2018 at 
Phelps Hospital in Sleepy Hollow with his 
loving family at his side. He was 83.

Born in North Tarrytown, he spent his 
childhood in Irvington, where his family 
subsequently resided. 

Following his graduation from Irvington 
High School, he served as the Chaplain’s as-
sistant in the U.S. Navy aboard the destroy-
er tender, USS Arcadia. Upon discharge, 
he attended Iona College earning a BA in 
Business Administration. He enjoyed a suc-
cessful business career; retiring in 2000 as 
VP of Sales and Marketing for Clearvision, 
Inc. London, England. Following retire-
ment from secular work Mr. Carrozzi at-
tended Union Theological Seminary and 
Drew University and had a fulfilling second 
career in Christian ministry. He was also a 

member and past officer of the White Plains 
Chapter of the Full Gospel Business Men’s 
Fellowship International and member and 
past Chaplain of the American Legion Post 
No. 1048 in Dobbs Ferry. 

At a very early age, he met the love of his 
life, Barbara, and they spent most of the rest 
of their lives together. A talented artist and 
inventor, he will be deeply missed by his be-
loved family and many friends.

Reverend Lee Thompson, 68
Reverend Lee Albert Thompson, a former 

small business owner in Tarrytown, died 
January 1. He was 68.

Raised Baptist, he graduated from Rose-
wald High School in Fairmont, North 
Carolina. Upon graduating high school he 
moved to Tarrytown. He worked for Gold-
berg Hardware. He later joined the team-
sters Local 456 as a truck driver and mover 
of heavy equipment. He had a love for fast 
cars and motorcycles. He was proud of his 
Harley Davidson Full Dress motorcycle 
which he owned and rode for several years. 
During this time in 1978, he met his wife 
Shirley, who on their first date and took 
her on a motorcycle ride down Main Street 
in Tarrytown. Lee and Shirley married on 
May 20, 1979. At that time, he was not in 
ministry. In 1980, he acknowledged his call 
to ministry and preached his trial sermon 
at Foster Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church. 
He was ordained Elder by Bishop William 
Smith.

His first pastoral appointment was to 
Woodside A.M.E. Zion in Stamford, Con-
necticut under Bishop William Smith. 
His second Church was the A.M.E. Zion 
Church of Kingston (at that time the church 
was referred to as Franklin Street A.M.E. 
Zion). His third and last church was Park 
Street A.M.E. Zion Church in Peekskill, 
where he pastored over 23 years. 

Reverend Lee Thompson became a small 
business owner opening a radiator repair 
business on Hudson Street in Tarrytown. 
Later, he became a licensed contractor and 
purchased two trucks, a 10-wheeler and an 
18- wheeler, which he drove himself, and 
then LAT Trucking and contracting. He 
was called on to assist or oversee several 
building and repair projects. 

Of all the things he did in his lifetime he 
loved pastoring, visiting the sick and shut 
in, helping members with small home re-
pairs or seeking out someone to do whatever 
project needed to be done. He would meet 
his members and sometimes non-members 
who would be undergoing surgery at the 
hospital to pray for them, most of the time 
arriving before they did.

Alice Bohuniek, 89
Alice Bohuniek, a resident of Sleepy Hol-

low, died peacefully at home January 8. She 
was 89. 

Born in Luxembourg, she came to the 
United States in 1951 and married Charles 
Bohuniek in Holy Cross Church on De-
cember 23, 1951. She had been a parish-
ioner of Holy Cross Church and then St. 
Teresa of Avila Church. She was a member 
of the Sleepy Hollow Seniors, the Leisure 
Club and the Ladies Auxiliary of the Frater-

Continued on page 19



Barowski still hears her mom’s voice when 
she runs, but in a different way. “Less dur-
ing races and more during long runs or re-
covery runs, and I’ll just talk to her in the 
woods. Sometimes I tell her about my life, 
sometimes I ask her advice. Sometimes I tell 
her about what’s going on with my siblings, 
wedding planning, races coming up, every-
thing…as if she were away for a week and I 
was filling her in on what happened.”

Prevent Cancer Foundation was con-
tacted by a representative from Athletes 
For, through whom Barowski initiated her 
fundraising endeavor. Athletes For is a cam-
paign by Athlete Biz, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that seeks to bring athletes closer to the 
community. Athletes For communicated 
with Barowski and other member athletes, 
asking via email which favorite charity they 
choose, and Athletes For would set up a 
funding page. Barowski sent them info 
about her PCF connection and Athletes For 
facilitated the campaign. 

Prevent Cancer Foundation was founded 
in 1985. “I lost my father to cancer a year 
before I started this,” said Founder and 
CEO Carolyn R. (“Bo”) Aldigé. “I was 
just extremely interested in the prevention 

aspect of cancer because nobody else was 
really focusing on it. So, I decided if I was 
going to do something, it would be about 
detection and early prevention.” 

PCF funds research, national education 
programs, community outreach via screen-
ing programs (particularly focusing on 
medically underserved populations), and 
advocacy. “All four areas have borne fruit. 
For example, we have funded many big dis-
tinguished senior scientists early in their ca-
reers,” said Aldige.

She added, “We hope she (Cecilia) is suc-
cessful in her quest to become an Olympi-

an. We are very grateful that she chose the 
foundation and was interested in our mis-
sion and our focus on prevention and early 
detection, and out of all the cancer-related 
nonprofit organizations, she chose us.”

Barowski, 26, is trying her best to become 
the runner she has the potential to be in the 
600-meter indoor run. “Right now, a lot of 
my effort and attention is on performing 
very well on February 24 – that’s when the 
USAs start,” she said.

Barowski enjoys the community aspect of 
Sleepy Hollow. “The wreaths on the street-
lights, the snowflakes on the streetlights, the 

block parties and parades - feels like a small 
New England town sometimes.”

Barowski’s future husband, Gregory Leep-
er, who along with Barowski attended and 
was a member of the track team at Princ-
eton University, also lost his mom to breast 
cancer. “It brought us so much closer to-
gether; a deeper understanding of what each 
other is going through. It feels good to be 
there for each other,” she said.

To learn more about the Prevent Cancer 
Foundation, visit www.preventcancer.org.
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nal Order of Eagles Aeries 1042 where she 
was Past Madame President. She also volun-
teered for the Hudson Valley Blood Bank.

Marion (Ronnie) Cerbone, 86
Marion (Ronnie) Cerbone, a resident of 

Irvington, died January 12. She was 86.
She joined the NY telephone company 

while in high school and worked there for 
many years until moving to Irvington in 
1962. She spent countless hours on lunch 
duty and the PTA at Immaculate Concep-
tion School while her children were in at-
tendance there. She was also a tremendous 
supporter of the Special Olympics and her 
athlete son, Ray. Many in the area may even 
remember her as having been their Cub 
Scout Den Mother.

She worked for more than 30 years for 
several food service companies (most re-
cently Flik International) located in what 
is now the Siemens building in Tarrytown, 

where she was very well-known and loved. 
She retired in 2012 on her 80th birthday, 
which she celebrated as a dual occasion with 
a wonderful party on the riverfront. Always 
a young woman at heart, she loved to see 
everyone smile. 

Deborah McDermott-Savino, 69
Deborah June McDermott -Savino, a 

resident of Dobbs Ferry, died January 16. 
She was 69.

She graduated from Dobbs Ferry High 
School in 1968. She worked at Pharma-
ceutical Sales until she retired in September 
2018. She was also a professional hairstylist 
and Certified Medical Assistant. Her inter-
ests included painting, traveling, music and 
dancing. 

She lived every day with laughter and 
unconditional love. Her smile and laughter 
will be deeply missed, and her children will 
miss her daily phone call. 

Bradley Bolke, 93
Bradley Bolke a resident of Dobbs Ferry, 

died January 15. He was 93.
He graduated from A.B. Davis High 

School in Mt. Vernon in 1943, where he 
was active in performing and varsity bas-
ketball and baseball. He graduated from 
NYU in 1945 at the age of 19, where he 
majored in radio. Mr. Bolke pursued a ca-
reer in broadcasting and performing for the 
next 50 years. He performed in hundreds of 
TV and radio commercials and with his vo-
cal versatility was the voice of many cartoon 
characters. Among his noted characters was 
the voice of Chumley the Walrus in Tennes-
see Tuxedo and Jangle Bell the Christmas 
Elf in The Year Without A Santa Claus. In 
recent years, he has been involved in local 
committees and local politics. He had been 
a Democratic district leader for almost 20 
years. He is also the sponsor of the Brad-
ley and Katherine C. Bolke Humor Award, 
which is bestowed upon a Dobbs Ferry 
High School graduating senior.

Bradley was predeceased by his beloved 
wife Katherine C. Bolke in 2013 and broth-
er Dayton Bolke, known professionally as 

Dayton Allen, who was the cartoon voices 
of Deputy Dawg and Heckel and Jeckel.

Mary Walker, 92
Mary Rita Walter, a resident of Dobbs 

Ferry, died peacefully at home January 13. 
She was 92.

Born in Boston, after graduation from 
Regis College in 1948, she worked at a local 
newspaper as a writer and clerk. In 1951, 
she was awarded an assistantship in Ford-
ham University’s English Department. She 
met her husband, Henry (Hank) Walter, at 
Fordham.

Mary and Hank had three sons and 
five daughters. For 26 years, Mrs. Walker 
worked in the home while becoming active 
in many local clubs and charities in Dobbs 
Ferry. In 1978, she worked as an accounting 
clerk and then back to her first love, teach-
ing, earning a Master of Science in Educa-
tion from Lehman College. She taught kin-
dergarten and first grade in the Bronx for 
10 years.
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SENIORS

Senior Benefits Information Center 
(SBIC): Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
a trained counselor from SBIC is on hand at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at 
the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask 
questions outside regular counseling hours call 
231-3260.
Senior Van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hol-
low Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
Hot Lunch: PPlus other activities Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution 
$3. Call 330-3855.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205
Greenburgh Nutrition Program: See Hot 
Lunch above.
Computer class:   11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).
Yoga on the chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.
Senior canteen: informal social group, 1 
p.m. Thursdays.
Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.
Mah Jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays
Bridge and card club: 1 p.m. Fridays. 

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation 
is $15.
Exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
Nickel Bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays
Book Club: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.

ONGOING

It Takes a Village 10591: Seniors meet on 
the second Tuesday of each month from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. at The Reformed Church of the 
Tarrytowns, 42 N. Broadway. The program 
includes a speaker, conversation, and refresh-
ments. All are welcome. Call 914-222-5116 
or visit www.itav10591.org.

Continued from page 15
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Friday 1 (through 17)

Canfin Gallery Exhibit: New Works, an exhibit 
of the art of Cecil Touchon, is being held through 
Feb. 17 at the Canfin Gallery, 39 Main St. Tar-
rytown. Info: 332 4554 or www.CanfinGallery.
com.

Friday 1 (through 24)

Juried Photography Exhibit: Inside/Outside, 
Upstream Gallery’s 10th annual juried photog-
raphy exhibition, is being held through Feb. 24. 
The gallery is located at 8 Main St., Hastings-on-
Hudson.

Friday 1 (through April)

Tappan Zee Exhibit: The Tappan Zee Bridge: 
1955-2019 is on display through April at the 
Historical Society Serving Sleepy Hollow and 
Tarrytown, One Grove St., Tarrytown. Info: his-
toryatgrove@aol.com, 631-8374 or http://www.
thehistoricalsociety.net/.

Monday 3 (through March 17)

Art Exhibit: Painted Terrain, featuring paint-
ings by Edward Bear Miller, will be held through 
March 17 at The Donald Gallery at South Pres-
byterian Church, 343 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry. 
The opening reception will held today from 
11a.m. to 2 p.m. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Info: office@ southpres.org or http://www.
southpres.org/the-donald-gallery/. The gallery is 
also on Facebook. 

Wednesday 6

Creative Memoirs: At the Shames Jewish Com-
munity Center on the Hudson, 371 S. Broadway, 
Tarrytown a four-part course on creative memoirs 
will begin today. The program will teach how 
to creatively capture moments of your life for 
your own reflection or for your family. Go to 
www.shamesjcc.org for more information and to 
register.

Israeli Folk Dancing: The program will be held 
every Wednesday in February, with the exception 
of Feb. 13, from 7 to 10 p.m. at Temple Beth 
Abraham, 27 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Info: http://
ctisraelidance.com.

Thursday 7

Prize Winning Translator: Sandra Smith, 
the prize-winning literary translator of Irène 
Némirovsky, Camus and Guy de Maupassant will 
be at the Shames Jewish Community Center on 
the Hudson, 371 S. Broadway, Tarrytown, on 
several occasions beginning in February. On Feb. 
7 Smith, who translated Némirovsky’s 12 novels 
will discuss the author’s life as well as Suite Fran-
caise in detail, including a showing of the film 
adaptation of the novel, in a four-part series on 
Thursdays. On Feb. 11, Smith will give another 
lecture, Jacques Schiffrin: A Jewish Publisher in 
Exile in New York.  Please go to www.shamesjcc.
org for more information, including the lecture 
times and cost and to register.  

Drink & Draw: RiverArts, in association with 
Brieff Studios, will hold Drink & Draw from 

7:30 to 10 p.m. at 145 Palisade St., Studio 412A, 
Dobbs Ferry. All levels are welcome. Admission is 
$15 in advance or $20 at the door.  Info: https://
riverarts.org/drink-draw/

Science Talk: Quantum Matters: Designing 
materials of the future, one layer at a time, hosted 
by Professor Cory Dean, Columbia University, 
part of the Science-on-Hudson talks, will be held 
at 7 p.m. at Nevis Laboratories Science Center, 
136 South Broadway, Irvington. For a complete 
schedule of Nevis Labs’ Science-on-Hudson 
speaker series, visit: www.nevis.columbia.edu.

Friday 8

Sweeney Todd: Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street will be performed by the Clock-
tower Players: Teen Troupe on Feb. 8 and 9 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Irvington Town Hall Theater. 
For tickets and more information, visit Irvington-
theater.org. 

Saturday 9

Improve Skiing Performance: Melt: Snow 
Sports & Happy Hips with Joy Jacobson will be 
held from 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. at Riverstone Yoga, 
2 Hudson View Way, Tarrytown, from 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Info: 332-YOGA or info@riverstoneyoga.
com.

Blue Olive Oil/Vinegar Tasting: The semi-
nar will be held at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth 
Abraham, 27 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. The Adult 
Education and Membership Committees at 
Temple Beth Abraham invite you an evening of 
olives and grapes.  The cost for members is $10 
in advance or $15 at the door and guest tickets 
are $15 in advance or $20 at the door. Sign up on 
Eventbrite: bit.ly/TBA-tasting or by calling the 
Temple office at 631-1770.  

Sunday 10

Israel Committee Brunch: The brunch will be 
held at noon at Temple Beth Abraham, 27 Leroy 
Ave., Tarrytown. The discussion topic is Navigat-
ing the Ins and Outs of Israel’s Political Climate and 
Upcoming Election. The speaker will be Nadav 
Shachmon, our Westchester shliach (Israeli 
emissary). To RSVP for the free event, which is 
required, e-mail IsraelCommittee@tba-ny.org or 
call the Temple office at 631-1770.

Tuesday 12 

Yoga Classes: Pebble Yoga with Angelique, a 
six-week series, will begin today from 4 to 4:45 
p.m. at Riverstone Yoga, 2 Hudson View Way, 
Tarrytown, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. The program, 
for children four to seven, has the goal to help 
students become more familiar with their breath, 
body and feelings. Info: 332-YOGA or info@
riverstoneyoga.com.

Book Club: The club will meet at 7 p.m. at Tem-
ple Beth Abraham, 27 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. 
Members will discuss Orchestra of Exiles: The Story 
of Bronislaw Huberman, the Israel Philharmonic, 
and the One Thousand Jews He Saved from Nazi 
Horrors by Josh Aronson The suggested donation 
is $2 RSVP by calling 631-1770 or e-mailing 
adulted@tba-ny.org.

Wednesday 13

Seniors Valentine’s Day Event: A Senior 
Citizens’ Valentine’s Day Party for Dobbs Ferry 
residents will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Main Street Firehouse Restaurant. Admission 
is $5. To register call Abby, weekdays between 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. at the village’s Nutrition Center 
at 231-5329.

Vagina Monologues: The Vagina Monologues 
will be performed at 7 p.m. at the Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 Ext.100 
or http://tarrytownmusichall.org. It is being 
presented by V-Day Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow 
2019. Proceeds will go to Hope’s Door and My 
Sister’s place.

Rivertown Films: Rivertown Films is present-
ing two films in February at the Nyack Center. 
BlacKkKlansman, directed by Spike Lee, will be 
screened on Feb. 13 at 8 p.m. Boom for Real: 
The Late Teenage Years of Jean-Michel Basquiat, 
directed by Sara Driver, will be shown on Feb. 27 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $12 for the general public 
and $9 for members. Tickets can be purchased 
at the door or in advance from 800-838-3006 or 
www.rivertownfilm.org.

Thursday 14

Dinner and Jazz: La Chinita Poblana, 61 Main 
St., Irvington, will offer an evening of dinner, 
drinks, jazz music and the singing of Evangeline 
Joy today from 6:to 8:30 p.m. Reservations are 
available. Info: 231-9398 or lachinitapoblana.
ny@gmail.com.

Classical Romantic Favorites: Classical Roman-
tic Favorites will be performed by pianist Katya 
Grineva at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 
13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 Ext.100 or http://
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 15 

Max Weinberg Performances: Max Weinberg’s 
Jukebox will be presented at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. The 
drummer is a member of Bruce Springsteen’s E 
Street Band. Info:  631-3390 Ext.100 or http://
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 16

Movie Mavens: The Movie Mavens series will 
continue with a screening of The Zigzag Kid at 
7 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 27 Leroy Ave., 
Tarrytown. Admission is free for members and $5 
for non-members to offset the cost of refresh-
ments. Info: 631-1770 or tba.org. 

Friday 22

Immigrant Stories: Lift the Lamp: Immigrant 
Stories will be presented at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Irvington Town Hall Theater. For more informa-
tion visit Irvingtontheater.org. Admission is free. 

Lovett And Hiatt: An Acoustic Evening with Lyle 
Lovett & John Hiatt will be presented at 8 p.m., 
at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  
631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Saturday 23

The Wailers Perform: The Wailers will perform 
at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main 
St. Info:  631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytown-
musichall.org.

Sunday 24

Beginners Yoga Series: Learn the foundations 
of yoga, focusing on breath and learning postures 
with Shannon R. The four-week series begins 
today from 11:30 am. to 1 p.m. at Riverstone 
Yoga, 2 Hudson View Way, Tarrytown. Info: 332-
YOGA or info@riverstoneyoga.com.

Bike Tarrytown Meetings: Bike Tarrytown 
holds general meetings on the last Sundays of the 
month in February and March from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. at the Warner Library, 121 N Broadway, 
Room B, Tarrytown. Info: https://biketarrytown.
org/.

Milk Carton Kids: The Milk Carton Kids will 
perform at 7 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 
13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 Ext.100 or http://
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Ongoing

Modern Dance Classes: RiverArts modern 
dance classes are now in session. The classes are 
taught by Mary Ford-Sussman. Classes are being 
provided on Thursdays from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at 
Hastings Yoga, 34 Main St., Hastings. Individual 
classes are $25 and multiple dance cards are 
available. Register on line at https://riverarts.org/
educational-programs/dance-lessons/modern-
dance-lessons.

Free Tai Chi: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 
– 10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. –11:30 
a.m. & Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at 
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 
366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 
631-1000 or visit http://jazzforumarts.org/.

Pirate Quest: On Saturdays and Sundays from 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt 
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto 
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor 
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initiative: 
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown 
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into 
insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills.   
Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

Wine and Jazz Wednesdays: From 6 p.m.– 8 
p.m. featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita 
Poblana in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapobla-
nany.com.

Ossining Farmers’ Market: Open Saturdays 
from 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. through Dec. 17 at 
Spring & Main Sts. Call 923-4837 or visit www.
downtoearthmarkets.com.

Irvington Farmers Market: Open from 9 a.m.- 
1 p.m. on the second and fourth Saturdays/win-
ter market inside the Main Street School. Visit 
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Thursday 7:
Science Talk: “Quan-
tum Matters: Designing 
Materials of the Future, 
One Layer at a Time,” 
hosted by Professor 
Cory Dean, Columbia 
University, part of the 
Science-on-Hudson 
talks, will be held at 7 
p.m. at Nevis Labora-
tories Science Center, 
136 South Broadway, 
Irvington.

Wednesday 13: Rivertown Films is present-
ing two films in February at the Nyack Center. 
BlacKkKlansman, directed by Spike Lee, will be 
screened on Feb. 13 at 8 p.m. 

Friday 8: Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street will be performed by the Clocktower 
Players: Teen Troupe on Feb. 8 and 9 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Irvington Town Hall Theater. 

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for February at www.thehudsonindependent.com



Adult Events at the Irvington Public 
Library
The following events will be held at the Irvington 
Public Library, 12 South Astor St. Info:  call 591-
7840, e-mail irvref@wlsmail.org or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Friday 1-26

Irvington High School Exhibit: Diana 
Schmertz’s art students from will exhibit their 
work in the Martucci Gallery through Feb. 26.  An 
opening reception for the students will be held on 
Feb. 13 at 6 p.m. The gallery is open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m.

Memoir Writing: Catherine Wald’s popular 
memoir writing workshops for teens and adults 
continue on Fridays, Feb. 1 and 15 and March 1 
and 15 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Register online at 
irvingtonlibrary.evanced.info/signup/ or telephone 
the reference desk at 914-591-7963.

Sunday 10

Harlem Renaissance: “Stars of the Harlem 
Renaissance (and Villa Lewaro),” a talk by Charlese 
Randolph at 2 p.m. The program will be a retro-
spective on Harlem in the early 20th Century. 

Tuesday 19

Learn Contract Bridge: Learn to play American 
Standard Contract Bridge with a nationally ranked 
player and Irvington resident, Elena Prahin. She 
will teach eight sessions on Tuesday evenings: Feb. 
19 and 26, March 5 and 12, April 9 and 23 and 
May 7 and May 28 from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Classes 
are intended for those new to or just beginning to 
learn the game. Register by calling 591-7840 or 
online at irvingtonlibrary.evanced.info/signup.

Thursday 21

Thursday Evening Book Club: The group will 
discuss Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan at 7 
p.m. Books will be available at the circulation desk. 

Young Adults Programs at the Irvington 
Public Library

Thursday 7

Quilting Valentine: Create a quilling Valentine at 
5 p.m. Quilling, the coiling and shaping of narrow 
paper strips to create a design, has been a craft 
since the Renaissance. 

Thursday 14

Virtual Reality: Have an immersive experience 
using your own IPhone or Smartphone with our 
Google Cardboard viewer to explore a variety of 
virtual reality apps. at 5 p.m.

Thursday 21

Explode Some Sticks: Learn the Cobra Weave 
and make the longest, most dazzling stick explo-
sions this side of the Hudson River starting at 5 
p.m.

Events at the Warner Library
The following events have been scheduled for the 
Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown. For 
more information call 631-7734 or visit warnerli-
brary.org.

Wednesday 6

Wednesday Movies: Movies will be screened every 
Wednesday in February at 2 p.m., The schedule is: 
Feb. 6: The Wife, Feb 13: Roman Holiday, Feb. 20: 
Widows and Feb. 27: Bohemian Rhapsody.

Thursday 7

Business Book Group: The group will discuss 
Principles by Ray Dalio.

Saturday 9

Jazz Concert: Mark Morganelli and the Jazz 
Forum All-Stars, featuring Eddie Monteiro, and 
midi-accordion and vocals, will perform at 2:30 
p.m. They are celebrating the new double CD 
release Brasil. 

Thursday 14

Second Thursday Book Group: The group will 
meet at 7 p.m. to discuss Pachinko by Min Jin Lee.

Tuesday 19

Mystery Book Group: The group will meet at 
11 a.m. to discuss Devil in a Blue Dress by Walter 
Mosley.

Inside Scoop: Archie Comics Co-CEO Nancy Sil-
berkleit will share behind-the-scenes information 
on the creation of the hit TV series Riverdale at 
3:30 p.m. An episode will be shown on our enor-
mous screen and free popcorn will be provided. 
The program is intended for youths in grades six 
through 12. 

Saturday 23

Tutor Training: Literacy Volunteers of The Tar-

rytowns’ spring 2019 English as a second language 
six-week tutor training workshop begins today 
at 9:30 a.m. No previous teaching experience is 
required. Sign up at 488-4250 or at www.lvtar-
rytown.org. 

Thursday 28

Free Health Screenings; On the last Wednesday 
of each month the library and Doctors United 
provide free blood pressure screenings, computer-
ized digital stress analyses, and neck and back pain 
screenings from noon to 2 p.m. A doctor will be 
available to discuss any health concerns you may 
have.

Author Visit: Camilla Calhoun, Tarrytown 
author of the memoir The White Moth, is coming 
to the library at 7 p.m. Book signings and refresh-
ments will follow her talk. The author effectively 
makes use of her dual-timeline structure to provide 
a detailed account of the lives of two women in the 
same family.

Events at the Dobbs Ferry Public Library
The following events have been scheduled for the 
Dobbs Ferry Public Library, 55 Main St. For more 
information call 693-6614.

Wednesday 6

Village Workshop: A Dobbs Ferry Village 
Downtown Improvement Task Force workshop 
with Con Edison -- Burying the Wires – will be 
held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday 9

Library Fundraiser: Valentine Pop Up, Friends of 
the Dobbs Ferry fundraiser to benefit the library, 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A variety 
of items will be sold and there will be children’s 
activities. For further information, to sign up to 
donate baked goods or volunteer at the event, call 
693-6614 or e-mail dflfriends@gmail.com.

Sunday 10

Young Adult Authors: An artist conversation 
with Sheela Chari, Sayantani DasGupta, and Veera 
Hiranandani will be held at 2 p.m. 

Wednesday 13

Native Plants Lecture: Native Plants at Home 
will be discussed from 7 to 9 p.m. The free 
program is being held in partnership between the 
Greenburgh Nature Center and the Sierra Club 
Lower Hudson Group. Admission is free. 

Thursday 21

Teen Event: A 3-D printer workshop will be held 
from 4 to 5 p.m. Registration is required and can 
be done at the circulation desk. Bring your own 
laptop and a USB mouse. Info: wasans@wlsmail.
org.

Saturday 23

Martial Arts Film: Red Sun, starring Toshiro 
Mifune and Charles Bronson, will be screened at 
2 p.m. 
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Friday 15:
Max Weinberg Perfor-
mances: Max Wein-
berg’s Jukebox will be 
presented at 8 p.m. 
and 10 p.m. at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall, 13 
Main St. 

Saturday 23: 
The Wailers Perform: The Wailers will perform at 
8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St.

Sunday 24: 
Bike Tarrytown Meetings: Bike Tarrytown holds 
general meetings on the last Sundays of the 
month in February and March from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. at the Warner Library, 

In Our Libraries

www.irvmkt.org.

Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets 
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in 
touch and have fun. Beginning runners always 
welcome. Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-
running-Meetup/.

Men’s Club: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 
a.m. at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. 

Meetings have varied speakers and are open to 
the public free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit 
www.ShamesJCC.org.

Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday 
of the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Healthy Life Series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 

Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Torah Study: Torah Study is held on Wednes-
days from 10 to 11 a.m. at Temple Beth Abra-
ham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown.  Classes are also 
conducted on Saturdays at 9 a.m. for a discussion 
of this week’s Torah reading during conservative 

services. Info: 631-1770. No class on Dec. 26. 

Rivertown Runners:  The Rivertown Runners 
group runs multiple times throughout the week. 
The weekend group runs on the Rockefeller State 
Park Preserve carriage trails. For more informa-
tion please visit www.rivertownrunners.org or 
follow us on Facebook. All are welcome. 

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
sta� @pleasantvillebooks.com

Come browse our selection of 
hand-selected books, 

unique cards and more! 
Open seven days a week. 

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR

MAXIMUM.



by Joan Raiselis

When I walked into the kitchen on the last 
day of the year, my husband Fred was sitting 
at our big table. The coffee was made. He 
asked how I was doing. I wasn’t doing well. 
Late last night, my brother Richard had 
called to tell me that our brother Bob had 
died. At times like these, the trivial can be 
a welcome distraction, and as I stood there, 
stupefied by what my world was now with-
out one of my cherished siblings, I heard the 
garbage truck.  

“Oh Fred. We didn’t put the garbage out.”
As if it mattered, on this day.
“I think,” Fred said, “that you don’t have 

to worry about the garbage today.”  
He was right, of course. Whether the 

garbage stayed in the bin for another week 
didn’t matter; it was sufficiently cold out-
side. In my pajamas, I watched out the front 
window as the truck pulled up aligned to 
my neighbor’s bin; the arm with the claw 
extended out, grabbed the bin in just the 
right place, dumped and set it down again.  
The truck then rolled about twenty feet and 
stopped, blocking our driveway. One of the 
regular DPW guys who have been coming 

to our street for years and years got out of 
the truck, walked to where we keep the bin 
under the trees on the side of our driveway 
and rolled it into place under the claw. It 
was as if, on this particular house on this 
particular day, he felt the need to make 
the effort. His simple gesture at once both 
broke and healed my heart.

He would have no idea what this act 
of kindness would mean for me, but that 

didn’t matter.  This act was a part of a larger 
mosaic of care and belonging that is Tar-
rytown.  It embodies the way that I have 
always felt in this village: looked after, held 
together, a part of a larger community that 
transcends many barriers that could so eas-
ily separate us.  

So, I wanted to relay the significance of 
this seemingly small yet incredibly mean-
ingful gesture to say thank you – for all the 

gestures that get done because they are may-
be easy to do or are right to do but may not 
get acknowledged.  And for the ones that do 
get acknowledged as well.  They are part of 
the glue that holds the heart of this commu-
nity together, that shapes the way we react 
and act toward one another, that makes the 
humble and brilliant and soulful village that 
is Tarrytown. 
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New Sleepy Hollow/Tarrytown 
Chamber of Commerce Members

Letters
Greenburgh Seeks 
Competitive Bids on Website

To the Editor:
Please be advised that the town posts 

RFPs for consultants, contractors on our 
website and that when we post proposals on 
the website (www.greenburghny.com) we’re 

honestly seeking competitive bids. We don’t 
go into the bid process with favorites. There 
is a category at the bottom of the website 
called request for proposals and bids. We 
post the bids/RFPs on that site. 

I encourage you to encourage your read-
ers to check our site. And, if they would like 
to be added to the bid list to let us know 

what services they can offer the town.  
We are currently seeking to hire a plan-

ning engineering consultant to review a land 
use development at the former Elmwood 
Country Club. There’s a bid on the site for a 
storm culvert rehabilitation at Old Saw Mill 
River Road and we’re going to rehabilitate 
our pool deck at the interactive pool.

Lots of additional posts will be shared 
with the community in the coming year. 
This could be a great opportunity for local 
businesses.

Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor





*NRT is ranked #1 in both closed residential buyer and/or seller transaction sides and sales volume (calculated by multiplying 
number of buyer and/or seller transaction sides by the sales price) in 2017 in the U.S. One unit equals one side of a transaction 
(buyer or seller). Data obtained by REAL Trends Survey, 2018. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage is a subsidiary -of 
NRT. Statistics include sides/sales volume for all NRT subsidiaries. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights 
Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 
Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

Tarrytown Office  
4 North Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591
914.693.5476
(corner of Broadway and Main)

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

COLDWELL BANKER®

Residential Brokerage

Opening Soon 
in Tarrytown!

Coldwell Banker is excited to be a 

part of the Tarrytown Community, 

with the opening of our new office.

“We look forward to continuing 

to serve the real estate needs 

of the Tarrytown residents from 

our new local office,” said Joe 

Valvano, Coldwell Banker President, 

Westchester/CT.

Now, the #1 company in the 

nation with an unparalleled global 

presence, will be available right 

around the corner.


