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A year’s worth of surveys and testimonials on how to
invigorate downtown Dobbs Ferry was presented to the
Dobbs Ferry Board of Trustees in mid-May.
Raven David, Coordinator of the Dobbs Ferry Downtown Improvement Task Force, highlighted the salient
points culled from 929 questionnaires filled out by residents and business owners.
“We submitted a high-level overview as well as our
recommendations and proposed actions,” said David.
“When I told them that all this information could be intimidating, there was a light chuckle from the crowd.”
The challenge for the task force was summarizing ex- Enhancing walkability in downtown Dobbs Ferry was high on list for resitensive data and focusing on the popular issues. Not dents and business owners.
—Photo by Rick Pezzullo
surprising, parking and traffic flow was a top priority for
residents and small business owners. More specialty shops
and family-owned restaurants were also high on the list, along with “We want to attract visitors and bolster patronage of our businesses.
enhancing the downtown’s walkability. Beautification would entail We also need to study traffic alternatives and embellish services for
building more green spaces, more trees, sidewalk planters, benches the future.”
and gathering spaces. Overall, loud and clear was creating a downMore than 30 people contributed to the task force in a collaboratown that would be an inviting destination point.
tive effort with groups such as the Village of Dobbs Ferry SustainContinued on page 3
“Our objectives are to build a harbor of commerce,” said David. ability Task Force, The Historic District

Tarrytown Man to Climb Mt. Washington
to Raise Funds for Blood Cancer
by W.B. King

As the highest peak in the Northeastern United States at 6,222
feet, New Hampshire’s Mount Washington has been traversed by
countless visitors throughout the years. On June 28, 22 hikers
from around the country, including Tarrytown’s David Janes, will
ascend the mountain to raise funds to fight multiple myeloma.
“The main impetus was that my father developed multiple myeloma and I was searching for a way to inspire him and my mom,”
said Janes, who has lived in Tarrytown for 20 years.
According to the National Cancer Institute, multiple myeloma
is currently an incurable blood cancer that gives patients less than a
50 percent chance of survival beyond five years, although some paDavid Janes
tients can manage symptoms, and life expectancy can be extended
by the use of certain treatments.
“I wanted to do what I could to help fight the disease by raising funds to help improve treatments
and find new medicines,” added Janes, 46.
While he has long loved the outdoors, including participating in hiking clubs while living in Hawaii and Virginia, Janes enjoys visiting Rockefeller State Park Preserve either for a hike or for a run.
He added that his wife and son (who attends Washington Irving School) will make the trek to New
Continued on page 2
Hampshire to cheer him on.

by Rick Pezzullo

A public hearing on the Village of Sleepy
Hollow’s long-awaited Comprehensive
Plan and Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program was held May 28 at Village Hall.
About 50 residents crammed into the
meeting room to address the Board of
Trustees on a variety of issues and recommendations contained in the 170-page
document. Only 2,684 persons inhabited
Sleepy Hollow in 1980 when its last master
plan was adopted. The population has increased to more than 10,000 residents, and
with the development of Edge-on-Hudson
likely to add 3,000 more, village officials
decided it was time to explore new opportunities for the community.
One of the suggestions made in the
plan, a marina at Horan’s Landing, was
panned by several of the approximately
15 residents who spoke during the hourlong hearing. In the proposed plan, it states
“the village should explore the potential for
water-related recreation on the waterfront,
such as docking and/or mooring facilities
for transient boats, a marina, along with
considering opportunities for recreational
and commuter ferry operations.”
However, the plan also pointed out the
cove area at Horan’s Landing “is shallow
and would need to be dredged in order to
support this use.”
One resident questioned the cost of such
a venture, while Char Weigel said village
officials should scrap any thoughts of a marina and instead pursue an available grant
from the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation for “a resilient shoreline and environmental education center at Horan’s Landing harbor.”
“The biologically rich and diverse tidal,
subtidal and low intertidal habitats at
Horan’s Landing harbor are a strong fit
with the focus for these grants, habitats
that would be threatened or destroyed by
commercial development of the shallow
and sheltered harbor,” Weigel stated. “Instead, the village can create a living shoreline that acknowledges and responds to
Continued on page 10
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Public Choosing Names for Falcon Chicks on Bridge
ment of Conservation to keep track of the
falcons.
Described as “territorial,” but also migrating, the falcons mate for life and the bridge
pair have likely roamed this area for years. In
the wild, falcons often build their nests on

by Robert Kimmel

More than 140,000 vehicles cross over
the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge
daily, but few of their occupants are aware
of the span’s residents far above them. Near
the top of one of the bridge’s eight 419foot towers there is a man-made nest box
inhabited by two adult peregrine falcons
and their four chicks, hatched last month.
The New York State Thruway Authority
wants to provide names for the chicks, and
is asking the public to help in the process.
It is all part of the annual online Falcon
Naming Contest conducted by the Authority’s Project Team, and the first involving the new bridge.
The Authority has received an assortment of suggested names for those baby
birds from local elementary and middle
school classes encouraged to offer them
last month. They are: Bill Nye; Bolt: Cardi
Beak; Flash; Fluffy; Rio; Speedy; Star Falcon; Talon-Ted; and Westpoint.
The public is invited to select a favorite
name at the FalconCam webpage, https://
www.newnybridge.com/peregrine-falcons.
Winners will be announced June 7. An onsite camera installed within the nest also
gives the public an opportunity to visit the
falcons visually on that webpage. A link is
also provided on The Hudson Independent’s website, https://thehudsonindependent.com.
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cliffs and have been known to build them
on bridges and buildings within areas of human habitation. They can live for as long as
15 years, but only a small percentage, about
10%, of peregrine falcon chicks survive to
adulthood.

Mt. Washington Climb
Continued from page 1

Four chicks on the Mario Cuomo Bridge
hatched last month.

Ecological experts believe the parent falcon pair are the same birds that have resided
in the old Tappan Zee Bridge’s nest box for
a number of past years. That nest was 150
feet lower than the current one on the new
bridge. As the Authority relates it, “The
bridges provide high vantage points for
these birds of prey and create a safe nesting
zone away from human interference, while
the falcons keep pigeons off the bridges.”
Pigeon droppings are harmful to the paint
and steel structure of the bridge, according
to the Authority.
In New York State, peregrine falcons are
considered an endangered species, and the
State has constructed nesting locations on
several major bridges across the Thruway’s
routes, assisting the bird’s population. Its
staff works with the New York State Depart-
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“They will come up to Mount Washington with me but won’t be hiking it,” said
Janes. “The weather and conditions are unpredictable, so that morning’s weather will
dictate the precise route we take. We have
an expert guide leading the group, and we
will stay at a hut overnight before descending the next day.”

Moving Mountains

Moving Mountains for Multiple Myeloma is a collaboration between CURE Media
Group, Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation and Celgene. Since the program began in 2016, there have been a total of 221
climbers, including 55 myeloma patients.
In total there has been 12 mountain climbs
at various locations. Fundraising support for
the upcoming Mount Washington climb,
as well as for the forthcoming Iceland Trek
and Patagonia Trek, has raised more than
$441,000 (as of May 6).
With just over $3,760 funds raised to
date, Janes has surpassed his initial goal of
$2,500 and hopes to break his new goal of
$5,000 by the time he sets off to climb the
mountain. And while he has yet to meet
his fellow hikers in person (as they are geographically dispersed), they have been connecting via social media.
“We have a dedicated Facebook page and
recently had a team call so that we can begin
to get to know one another before the hike,”
he noted. “All participants have different re-

lationships with the disease and it has been
helpful and inspiring to hear everyone’s
stories and to see a group of people come
together for a good and important cause.”
When not contemplating his next outdoor adventure, Janes works as a senior advisor for Institutional Development at the
Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate University (OIST).
“This is a dynamic, global, new university
in Japan that aims to work on some of the
most cutting-edge science research on issues
that impact all of us. I help the university
connect with scientific foundations and institutions in the United States as well as
with leaders in the U.S.-Japan community
who are interested in deepening relations
between both countries,” said Janes. “I also
co-founded a not-for-profit, EngageAsia,
which trains U.S. K-12 teachers to teach
about Asia and trains teachers in Asia to
teach about the United States.”
While Janes is excited to reach the summit of Mount Washington, he has his sights
set on an even greater goal.
“Programs like this have the power to
build community, which I believe is something we need much more of,” he said.
“Climbing the mountain is secondary. I
am most looking forward to meeting others
who have embarked on this journey.”
For more information or to make a donation, visit: https://www.movingmountainsformultiplemyeloma.com/mountwashington19.
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Annual Healthy Kids Day/Duck Derby : On May 4, the Family YMCA at Tarrytown hosted its annual Healthy Kids Day in Patriots Park, the 12th year of
collaboration with the Rotary Duck Derby. More than 25 vendors participated in
the community event, which had more than 1,000 attendees. Participants enjoyed food, music, crafts, face painting, games and performances by Y Dance.
—Photo by Sunny McLean

Vibrant Dobbs
Continued from page 1

and Chamber of Commerce. Task force
members also met one-on-one with village
administrators from Ardsley, Irvington,
Hastings, Larchmont, Sleepy Hollow and
Tarrytown.
“We’re hoping that collaborative effort
continues, and our recommendations carry
over to the next phase of this project,” said
David.
Dobbs Ferry Village Trustee Christy Knell
worked with the Downtown Improvement Task Force as a liaison, guiding them
through a list of recommendations. “We
needed to look at what items were possible,”
said Knell. “We also worked with our village
administrator, Charlene Indelicato, on what
ideas could actually happen and weren’t pie
in the sky, unachievable goals.”
Now that the results of the survey are
completed, Knell said the first steps responding to the recommendations wouldn’t
require any money. “One of the task force’s
recommendations was to create committees
as a way of mobilizing volunteers who want
to contribute,” she said. “We don’t want
to add more onto the plates of the village
board or staff.”

One of those recommendations would be
to form an events committee; survey results
favored more “experiential” events, including Ferry Festa, 4th of July, and Memorial
Day Parade. An economic development
committee would study how to incentivize
businesses, fill vacant storefronts and develop goals to stimulate downtown business
activity.
Other recommendations were to develop
pre-approved aesthetic standards and lower
fees for fast-track signage approval, as well
as more thorough, strict signage guidelines
for new business applications. Grant monies might be sought to transform the intersection of Cedar and Main Streets into a
proper town square.
“I feel a lot of momentum is out there
with residents and businesses who are engaged in this idea,” Knell said. “It’s a really a
good time to be in Dobbs Ferry for all of us
— businesses, residents, new property owners. There are many people who want to volunteer their time to make things happen in
the downtown and that’s very inspiring and
heart-warming. It was a very positive experience to be a part of the many meetings and
workshops of this task force.”

www.thehudsonindependent.com
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Dr. Green Ending Veterinarian Career at Sleepy Hollow
Animal Hospital
When he retires this month from his veterinarian practice, Dr. Brian Green will be
concluding his long relationship with Sleepy
Hollow Animal Hospital. His involvement
with the hospital began almost 40 years ago;
and he not only leaves a record of first-class
treatment for thousands of animals, but also
of numerous contributions to the community.
Dr. Green sold the veterinary hospital to
Dr. Peter Romano last July 1. He bought the
340 North Broadway facility July 1, 1985,
after having spent five years working there
with its initial owner, Dr. Jack Burke. It was
in 1979 that Dr. Burke became interested
in adding Dr. Green to the hospital’s staff.
“Intrigued by what I was told, I visited there
and got the position,” Dr. Green related.
Dr. Green and his wife will be leaving the
Hudson Valley for a home in the milder
climes of the outskirts of Wilmington,
North Carolina. “This is my 40th year as a
veterinarian here, and I feel very ready for
another chapter,” he said. “I like to think
that I am leaving behind a veterinarian practice that is also known in the community for
service to the community.”
That description applies bountifully. He
began caring for Sleepy Hollow’s K-9 Corps’

dogs in the 1980s, and on
College. Named among
up until recently. He took
the county’s “Top Vets”
care of all their medical
by his fellow practitioners
expenses, pro bono, the
in Westchester Magazine,
doctor said. He is working
he has been active with
with the village to create a
the American Animal
commemorative plaque or
Hospital Association and
similar tribute honoring
has served as a board
all of the past K-9 Corps
member of a charity orgadogs and their handlers,
nization which provides
and Dr. Green said he
service dogs to disabled
“wouldn’t want to miss it.”
service veterans.
As part of his involve- Dr. Brian Green cuddles a friend.
“He was not the first
ment with the community,
person interested in buyDr. Green has taken part in Career Day ing the hospital,” Dr. Green said in regard
at Sleepy Hollow High School and given to turning it over to Dr. Romano. “I wanted
tours to younger students. He has provided someone whom I would like to think of as
support to the Foundation for the Pub- continuing my legacy. I think he is a very
lic Schools of the Tarrytowns, The Friends capable veterinarian, very compassionate,
of the Rockefeller State Park Preserve, the and able to practice the kind of medicine I
Elizabeth Mascia Child Care Center, and prided myself in practicing here. I think I
donated to the Washington Irving School found the right guy.”
playground when it was built. His support
Dr. Romano said he was “drawn to the
for North Tarrytown Little League Baseball Sleepy Hollow Animal Hospital by the level
continued for 25 years.
of veterinarian medicine practiced. It gives
After having graduated from the Univer- people the opportunity of having the most
sity of Liege in Belgium, Dr. Green fulfilled up-to-date and innovative treatment for
his post training in veterinarian medicine their animals.” Dr. Romano also lauded “the
and surgery at the Animal Medical Center team attitude that is fostered here. The team
in Manhattan and has been an adjunct pro- works together.”
fessor of veterinarian physiology at Mercy
Attracted to the veterinarian profession by
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by Robert Kimmel

his interest in helping animals, Dr. Romano
said he was always intrigued by scientific investigation, “trying to figure things out,” in
respect to the diagnostic needs of medicine,
and “in doing something good for society
as a whole.”
He defined the good pet owners whom he
hoped to service as those who “want to have
a good relationship with our veterinarian
team, and who come in and ask questions
and listen to our advice. They can be active
participants in preventing and treating disease, as part of the team.” Dr. Romano said
that he looked forward to meeting people in
the community, and “getting to know the
community well, while continuing the hospital’s contributions to organizations such as
the Little League team.”
A native of Westchester, born and raised
in White Plains, Dr. Romano received his
Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology from
Manhattan College, and his Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine Degree from Cornell
University in 2007. He interned at Long
Island Veterinary Specialists Referral and
Emergency Hospital in Plainview, New
York, where he had advanced training in
medical and surgical care and has served as a
veterinarian in Westchester. He now lives in
Stamford with his wife, also a veterinarian,
and his two young children.
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Irvington Senior Fulfilling Dream Heading to West Point
becoming a West Point
the United States service learning how to become an Army officer
cadet,” Parke explained.
academies. Parke was one while majoring in economics. His goal is
“For as long as I can remember, I’ve “From what I’ve seen, reof those nominees.
to continue his studies in graduate school
wanted to go to West Point—it has always sponsibility in the Army
“It was humbling be- and possibly become a Cavalry Officer.
been my dream,” said Eric Parke, a gradu- comes early, and I’m eager
ing in the presence of so “I know that the academics and military
ating senior at Irvington High School.
for the challenge.”
many wonderful people training at West Point are first rate, and the
It’s a dream that started early for this
He credited Irvington
who came to acknowl- experience there will definitely prepare me
high school graduate, who is following in High School for setting a
edge our initial steps in for that next level,” noted Parke, who adds
the footsteps of his father, himself a West strong foundation for his
public service,” Parke that next year at this time, he’ll no doubt
Point graduate. Eric’s grandfather was a future. “The combination
commented. “The vet- be reflecting on where he has come from.
neurosurgeon in the Army Medical Corps, of educational rigor and
erans went back as far “I think what I’m going to miss most about
and his uncle was a Marine Corps officer.
breadth of course offeras World War II, which Irvington is the people. I’ve met so many
“Coming from a military family, I was ings have helped prepare
drove home to me that I great people here — teachers, administraexposed to West Point and its culture from me for college-level acawouldn’t be able to have tors, coaches, my guidance counselor, resiEric Parke
a young age, and it has always been some- demics,” Parke said.
these opportunities if it dents, and classmates. I have become close
thing I loved and wanted to be a part of,”
Consistently placing on
weren’t for people like with so many, and they’ve helped me beParke said.
the school’s High Honor Roll, his strong them.”
come the person I am today.”
Being in the military is a form of pub- performance in the classroom is matched
Looking ahead, Parke is focused on
lic service, something that resonates with by his performance on the playing field.
Parke. He plans to use his military experi- Among his proudest accomplishments:
ence to hone his leadership and soldiering representing Irvington High as a varsity
skills in order to lead other soldiers, as well athlete in multiple sports all four years;
as share in the camaraderie that exists be- competing twice at the New York State
tween active and veteran members of the Cross-Country Championships; and servmilitary. He got a small initiation to all ing as a team captain for four sports teams
of this last June, at West Point’s Summer (twice for lacrosse and once each for crossby Barbara Moroch
Leaders Experience (SLE), a week-long country and winter track).
identity while evolving with the future.
program that exposed high school students
She also served on the school’s Board of
Last month, Rep. Nita Lowey held her
Hackley School graduate Valentina Cas- Magistrates, aimed at adjudicating discito the academic, military, and athletic pro- annual Service Academy Recognition Cergrams at the Academy.
emony to call attention to the 28 men and tro is on a journey —one that will ulti- plinary cases.
“Going to SLE solidified my interest in women she nominated in December to mately lead to a profession of high calling:
Castro’s most memorable experience by
healing others. Her dream is to become a far, she said, was shadowing a cardiothocardiothoracic surgeon; and her time on racic surgeon for her senior project and inthe “Hilltop” (as the school is sometimes terning as a Clinical Research Coordinator
referred) is setting her on a strong course, at Columbia University Medical Center.
with Boston College as her next stop.
“The ability to observe surgeries and work
All of Hackley’s students are expected on groundbreaking breast cancer clinical
to meet the private college preparatory research has opened my eyes to the huge
school’s high standards
number of people who
by Julia Ann Friedman
of achievement. “Being
personality.
benefit from the modern
a Hackley student is not
Throughout his life, Brown has also exmedicine,” she said.
Luca Brown is a Renaissance man. pressed a great interest in art and archian easy task,” Castro exWhile she calls the riFrom sports to music to the classroom, tecture. Last summer, he had an internplained. “It takes a lot of
vertowns home, Castro
he does it all — and very well. An avid ship at an architecture firm in Germany,
passion, dedication, and
has ventured far during
soccer player since the age of 12, Brown and he decided to study architecture in
self-advocacy. Nevertheless,
Hackley spring breaks —
has played on the JV and varsity soccer college. He would like to combine this
the hardworking environto such countries as Gerteams during high school, and he led study with the study of engineering.
ment at the Hilltop almany and Israel, where she
the varsity soccer team
lowed me to acquire many
Next fall, Brown will
was able to meet with local
as a co-captain. He has
life skills that I know will
be attending Washington
students to discuss world
also been singing in the
be crucial in my college edUniversity in St. Louis.
events and issues parchorus for years and
ucation. Through the years,
He will also continue to
ticular to their countries.
has performed in every
I’ve not only grown as a
spend time in Europe,
“One topic we touched
high school play/musistudent but as a person.”
as he has throughout his
upon was the stigma of
cal. Last year, Brown
Castro and her mother
life. He is a dual citizen
being German and having
Valentina Castro
had a leading role in
moved to Tarrytown from
of the United States and
other people relate you to
the fall drama, Done to
Queens after she was accepted to Hackley Hitler,” she said. “The German students
Germany and has lived
Death; and this spring,
for the eighth grade. The transition proved made an excellent point about the imporin both places.
he played Barnaby in
difficult. “I went from believing I was one tance of recognizing their past but not be“What I will miss the
the musical Hello Dolof the smartest kids in my class to realiz- ing defined by it! Additionally, in Israel,
most about our class is
ly!, which lead to his
ing there are so many people who are way I met kids from an organization called
the diversity and variety
nomination for a Metro
smarter than I will ever be,” she said. “Not Kids4Peace, which aims to bring Israeli
of people, which I got to
Luca Brown
Award for Best Supportonly was this a humbling experience, but and Palestinian kids together in hopes of
experience somewhat by
ing Actor.
with the support of my teachers, I pulled mitigating their differences.”
doing different types of extracurriculars,
Brown has always been recognized but I wish I could have done more bethrough and eventually excelled.”
Conversant in three languages – Engon the High Honor Roll, was named a cause there are so many different facets
Some of her most memorable experienc- lish, Spanish and French — Castro hopes
National Merit Scholar in recognition of our school and grade,” Brown said.
es at Hackley are those she’s had working to make the world a smaller place through
for an outstanding PSAT score, and was
with her peers in helping the community, help, hope, and healing. The next stop on
Although Brown’s presence will be
named an AP Scholar in recognition of missed greatly in all of his various inin addition to her role on the Steering her journey will no doubt bring her closer
his high AP scores. He was also named volvements, we cannot wait to see all
Committee for Hackley’s Strategic Plan- to that goal. She said, “My expectation is
the Homecoming King for the Class of of the great things that he will accomning process — where she worked with that Boston College will continue to chal2019 — nominated by teachers and staff plish next year! Congratulations to Luca
parents, teachers, administrators, and lenge me as a student and put me on the
who recognized his talents and charming Brown and to the Class of 2019.
students to devise a five-year plan for the best path for getting into medical school
school that was centered on preserving its and becoming a surgeon one day.”

by Barbara Moroch

Valentina Castro Getting to the
Heart of the Matter

Sleepy Hollow High Senior
Luca Brown a Renaissance Man
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Dobbs Ferry Senior Jelani Williams Excels from Track and Field to Stage Acting
by Abby Luby

The 40-foot triple jump is like a “walk
in the park” to Jelani Williams. The Dobbs
Ferry High School senior seems to effortlessly barrel down the track, hop, bound,
and catapult into a sand pit. Williams, who
has excelled at the triple jump throughout
high school, recently competed in the New
York State Track and Field Championships
for indoor track and field where he won the
boys triple jump, came in second for the
boys 55 hurdles, and third in the boy’s long
jump. Williams said when he first joined the
track and field team as a freshman at Dobbs
Ferry High School that he wasn’t sure about
perfecting the triple jumps. “Over time I
improved more and more. I set goals for
myself and I ended up really liking it.”
Setting goals and achieving his personal
best is what Williams has always aimed for
in high school. Last year, as an 11th grader,
he was enrolled in the International Baccalaureate Program (IB), a very rigorous, two‐
year, pre‐university course of study. Upon
completing the program, students take special examinations based on IB courses. “Although the IB program was at times overwhelming and stressful, it helped me with
time management and not to procrastinate
or wait for the last minute to do things,”
Williams said. Managing his time was crucial not only because he was super active on
the track and field team but also because he
has performed in all of Dobbs Ferry High

School’s musical productions
each day he displays a
for the past four years. This
strong personal character
year, he played in and sang
and good citizenship,” said
the part of one of the WickFalino. Williams said he
ersham brothers in the high
found the morning greetschool’s production of Seussiing fun. “I like to chat and
cal the Musical. “I liked singthought I’d give it a try. It
ing in Seussical and really enwas like creating my own
joyed being part of the cast. I
little brand for myself.”
bonded with them and made
Williams’ English and IB
new friends.” Seussical was
Film teacher, Andrew Fisone of 55 high school musichbeck, also appreciated
Jelani Williams
cal productions nominated
Williams’ ability to conthis year by Metro Awards for the year’s best nect with fellow students. “Jelani is always
ensemble production.
quick with a pleasant word or positive conThat Williams has a good singing voice tribution. Even when tasks are hard, he had
didn’t go unnoticed by Dobbs Ferry High a knack for keeping the group spirits up,”
School Principal, Dr. John Falino, who Fischbeck said.
asked Williams when he was a junior to
Williams will be a first-generation college
read the morning announcements over the student in his family when he attends Corschool intercom. “In many ways Jelani has nell University next year. “My mom’s very
served as the voice of our high school, and excited and very happy,” he said. “I’ve had

a lot of support in applying to college and
really didn’t expect to be accepted at Cornell.” Williams is considering majoring in
chemistry, a subject he is good at, according
to Kelly Ravo, his science teacher. “Jelani is
intelligent, hardworking, respectful and is
always willing to lend a hand to students
who were struggling or didn’t quite ‘get it’
the way Jelani did. He’s kind... everything
you’d want in a student,” Ravo said.
With an eye on being a pre-medical student, Williams said he is keeping his options
open. “I’d like to major in something that is
science or medical-related.”
One of the most key things Williams has
learned in high school is the importance
of bonding with people. “It seems to happen naturally for me. I’ve learned it’s best to
be open and talk to everyone. All my high
school activities gave me the chance to talk
to different people and get different perspectives,” he said.

Senior Marcus Diaz Shines at The Masters School
by Abby Luby

When Marcus Diaz first arrived four years
ago as a high school freshman at The Masters School in Dobbs Ferry, he had doubts
about fitting in. Heading north from a diverse neighborhood in Riverdale to Westchester made him see the world differently.
“I came from a school with a lot of mi-

norities. As I got to know students at Masters, I found myself explaining my Latino
culture to them and becoming more proud
of it. I gained a good sense of identity,” Diaz
said. “I’ve really rediscovered myself here at
Masters.”
Before Diaz enrolled at Masters, he was
accepted to the Oliver Scholars program —
which is known for seeking low-income stu-

dents and enabling them to attend private
schools by offering financial assistance. “I attribute much of what I’ve learned from Oliver Scholars,” Diaz said. “They had courses
about how to integrate with students with
different backgrounds and how to handle
every type of situation.”
When Diaz arrived at Masters, he started
Continued on page 8

THE
NEW
RIVER
COOL
LAUNCHING POINT TO 350 MILES OF WATERWAYS.

EDGE-ON-HUDSON

A New View On The River

edgeonhudson.com

A new riverfront destination is coming to the edge of Sleepy Hollow.
Steps from Metro-North and only 37 minutes from Grand Central.
Featuring urban townhomes, condos, apartments, lush parks and trails.
A future waterfront promenade, boutique hotel, shops, dining and office
lofts. With views from the new Governor Mario M. Cuomo (Tappan Zee)
Bridge to the Manhattan skyline.

The information provided in this advertisement is not an offering of homes for sale. Edge-on-Hudson is soliciting interest in the overall project and will share your interest with builders constructing and selling homes. No offering
of homes for sale can be made by an individual builder and no deposits can be accepted, or reservations, binding or non-binding, can be made until the builder’s offering plan is approved by the New York State Department of Law.
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Senior Marcus Diaz
Continued from page 7

to make friends and found the school community very supportive. “All the teachers
are pretty cool, and they try to establish a
good connection with each student. You can
have a spontaneous conversation with them
about the real world or anything else that’s
on your mind.” That support was essential
when Diaz’s mom became ill about a year
ago. “The teachers were super understanding,” Diaz recalled. “They asked if I was doing okay. They were truly caring.”
Baseball and swimming figured prominently in Diaz’s high school schedule. Boys
Varsity Baseball Coach, Dale Mueller, said
Diaz finished this last season with a flourish. “On senior day, he hit a game-winning
hit against our rivals, Hackley. As the team

captain, Marcus embodies a
confident, outgoing person.”
good team leader because he
Diaz’s college counselor, Especan balance fun with hard
ranza Borrero, said she found
work,” Mueller said. Diaz also
Diaz very professional when
excelled in swimming. In his
he trained Gold Key students
senior year his swim team
on a mock tour. “While other
placed fifth in New York State
students might take this as an
competitions, and he alone set
opportunity to laugh and joke
five records for freestyle. “I’m
around, Marcus is focused on
quite passionate about swimthe student he is training and
ming,” Diaz said. “There was
being a role model for others.
Marcus Diaz
a time when I couldn’t swim at
Marcus is always willing to
all and almost drowned. Now I love it.”
help and always has a friendly face,” Borrero
As a senior, Diaz was Co-Chair of The said.
Masters School Gold Key Ambassadors, a
Masters Head of Upper School, Dr. Nikki
group of students who give campus tours Willis, first met Diaz last year in a group
to alumni, prospective students, and their session with students. Today Willis has gotfamilies. “Since leading these tours, my pub- ten to know him better. “Despite Marcus’
lic speaking improved tremendously,” Diaz accomplishments as a student or athlete, he
said. “I no longer feel timid but am now a never forgets to be incredibly grateful — for

his family, for the opportunities he has been
afforded, and even for the simple day-to-day
pleasures. I wish we had more time with him
because we could all learn a lot from how he
approaches life every day,” Willis said.
Next year Diaz will be attending Union
College in Schenectady. “I’m looking towards a major in economics and finance,” he
explained. “When one of my teachers first
introduced me to the stock market world
and macroeconomics, I found it very interesting and started to read about the economy outside of the classroom.” Although he
will be on a college campus in the northern
part of the state, Diaz said he plans to stay in
touch with the friends he made at The Masters School. “In fact, we are all planning a
trip to Canada. I want to keep in touch with
the friends I’ve made over the last four years.
These are bonds that cannot be broken.”

Local School Budgets, Irvington Bond Referendum Approved
by Rick Pezzullo

Budgets for the 2019-2020 school year
in the Tarrytown, Dobbs Ferry, Irvington
and Pocantico Hill school districts and a
bond referendum in Irvington were approved easily May 21.
More than 70 percent of the budgets in
each district are allocated for salaries and
benefits. District officials all managed to
stay within the state mandated tax and
spending cap.

Tarrytown

The $78.6 million budget, which carries
a 0.31% tax hike for property owners in
the Town of Mount Pleasant and a 0.35%
tax decrease for residents in the Town of
Greenburgh, was approved by a margin of
687-162. A $182,500 proposition to purchase a bus and a van was approved 718129.
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In the Board of Education race, four candidates were vying for two available seats.
Jennifer Liddy Green, the lone incumbent
running, was the top vote-getter with 513,
followed by Kevin Miller with 478. Finishing short was Ann Neilsen with 392 votes
and Charles Zekus with 161.

Irvington

The $62.9 million budget, which utilizes
$422,500 from fund balance and carries
a tax rate increase for property owners of
0.7%, was approved 946-257. An $18.8
million capital improvements bond covering infrastructure ($7.9 million), energy efficiency ($4.4 million), modernizing learning space ($3.8 million) and safety and
security ($2.6 million) was also approved
894-298. The majority of the work ($12.4
million) is slated on the high school/middle
school campus. District officials have said
90% of the project is eligible for state aid

June 2019

reimbursement.
In the Board of Education race for two
open seats, David Graeber, the lone incumbent, was reelected with 803 votes. Erin
Bernstein was also elected with 947 votes.
She will replace Trustee Deb Hargraves
who did not seek reelection. Ruth Friedman finished third with 335 votes.

Dobbs Ferry

The $46.4 million budget, featuring a
2.8% tax levy increase, was approved 30088. For a single-family home with an average assessed value of $795,400, the approximate tax hike is $483. The spending plan
includes funding for an additional science
teacher in the middle school, a special education teacher and teaching assistant in the
high school, and one new school counselor
and two-part time monitors at Springhurst.
Five candidates ran for five available
seats on the Board of Education. Incum-

bents Rita Kennedy (309 votes) and Jean
Lucasey (270) and newcomer Shannon
Stringer (270) were the top three finishers
and earned three-year terms.
The fourth-place finisher, Trustee Louis
Schwartz (266), will fill an unexpired term
created by the death of Jonathan Greengrass that runs until June 30, 2021. The
fifth-place finisher, Matthew Rosenberg
(260) will fill the unexpired term created
by the resignation of Trustee Robert Reiser
that ends June 30, 2020.

Pocantico Hills

The $30.8 million budget was approved
306-99.
In the four-candidate race for two seats
on the Board of Education, Trustee Susan
Burlazzi was reelected with 234 votes, followed by Joseph McGrath with 218. Finishing out of the running were Gerardo
Soto (195) and Edward Greenberg (186).
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SH Middle School Student Hit by Car Slowly Recovering
by Rick Pezzullo

Xiomara Chimbo

A Sleepy Hollow Middle School student who was hit by
a car May 2 while walking home from school is slowly recovering from serious injuries she suffered that had her in a
medically induced coma.
Xiomara Chimbo, 13, has been transferred to Blythedale
Children’s Hospital in Valhalla to begin acute rehabilitation, according to information submitted by her family that
was posted May 29 on a GoFundMe fundraising page. The
page has generated $35,385 in donations from 503 people
since the incident.
“She is making more progress every day! We are beyond
appreciative of everyone reaching out and praying for her,”

the family stated. “We really believe her recovery is a miracle. She is doing new things every day and we believe she
will be back to her old self in no time at all!”
Chimbo, a seventh grader, was struck by a car driven by
a 27-year-old Tarrytown woman at about 3:20 p.m. May
2 near Andrews Lane as she was trying to cross the street,
police said. Following an investigation, no criminal charges
or tickets were issued to the driver.
After being struck, Chimbo was admitted to Maria Ferrara Children’s Hospital on the grounds of the Westchester
Medical Center.
“Please continue to keep Xiomy in your prayers because
this is just the beginning. She’s a fighter! She’s strong! And
together we’ll get through this!,” the family stated.

Local Student Hall of Fame Essay Contest Winners Selected
by Robert Kimmel

A musician and a merchant are the subjects of the two winning essays in the Hall
of Fame Essay contest in which Sleepy Hollow High School students compete. The
annual contest is part of the curriculum for
students at the 10th grade level.
Students are initially given a list by the
Historical Society, Inc. Serving Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown of local figures who
achieved fame in one manner or another
and lived in the local area. The 10th graders
select whom they will write about from that

list. The Tarrytown School District, The
Historical Society and the Warner Library
partner to maintain the contest.
Each year’s framed winning essays are
posted in the Warner Library where they
remain for all to read. The winning works,
from students residing in each of the two
villages, are selected by a group of anonymous judges. Students are required to do
their research at the Library and the Historical Society.
Maya Weitzen, of Sleepy Hollow, chose
Rafael Joseffy, a master pianist, classical
musician and music teacher, as the subject

of her winning essay. In 1879, Joseffy immigrated to the United States from Europe,
where he had already achieved fame as a
brilliant pianist. He was soon appearing
with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra and later played with orchestras across
the country before he began teaching and
composing. Tarrytown became his summer
retreat.
Tarrytown student Arya Glenn wrote
about John Anderson for her winning essay. Anderson was a wealthy tobacco manufacturer and merchant who owned a wellknown shop on Broadway in New York

City during the 1800’s. He was entangled
in an investigation of the murder of one
of his young women employees. Anderson
had a Tarrytown residence and contributed
to the renovation of the Captor’s monument in Patriot’s Park when its statue was
placed upon it.
Both Weitzen and Glenn are scheduled
to receive awards from the mayors of Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow this week at
Warner Library.
Look for the award-winning essays in
July’s The Hudson Independent issue and online at www.thehudsonindependent.com.

St. Andrews Townhome Gem
Beautifully updated with an open floor plan set in an exclusive gated
community on a golf course. This spacious & sunny end unit has tasteful
finishes including; a brand new gourmet kitchen complete with high-end
appliances, hardwood floors and exquisite master suite. Enjoy a short
stroll to the clubhouse amenities and pool. Ardsley School District.
Web# HI1512077 | Hastings-on-Hudson | $849,500

The #1 Houlihan Lawrence Agent in Tarrytown School District
Top Producer in the Irvington Office
Source: HGMLS 1/1/18-12/31/18, total vol. single-family homes sold, Tarrytown School District, by agent Houlihan Lawrence Irvington Brokerage.

Call Andrea for a private consultation regarding your real estate needs.

ANDRE A M ARTONE
Real Estate Salesperson

M 914.261.7458
AMartone@houlihanlawrence.com
www.andreamartoneny.com

Your Home & House Expert

I R V I N G T O N B R O K E R A G E · 1 1 3 M A I N S T R E E T, I R V I N G T O N , N Y 1 0 5 3 3 · H O U L I H A N L A W R E N C E . C O M
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Still Time to Apply for Tarrytown Aﬀordable Housing
by Alexander Roberts

There is still time to apply for 12 new affordable apartments developed at the former Tarrytown Village Hall at 21 Wildey
Street. The deadline is June 17, and the
winners will be chosen by lottery – names
picked out of a hat – so everyone has an
equal chance.
Prospective renters may earn no more
than 60% of the Area Median Income
adjusted by family size. That’s $49,200

for a single person, $56,200 for two people, $63,200 for three people, and up to
$70,250 for a household with four people.
The rent for the eight one-bedroom
apartments is $1,230 per month and
$1,405 per month for each of the four twobedroom units.
The two-story elevator building was
more than 12 years in the making, committed to by National Resources of Greenwich, Connecticut in 2006 as part of its
Hudson Harbor market rate waterfront

development. Substantially completed by
the fall of 2017, the building sat vacant
as the village and developer wrangled over
whether the building would fall under the
2006 rent and income guidelines when the
agreement was signed, or under the new
village ordinance in which rent and income
guidelines are lower, and eliminate preferences for village residents. The developer

finally accepted the current guidelines.
According to Rose Noonan of the Housing Action Council, the Tarrytown nonprofit conducting the marketing, interest
has been high. The application, in English
and Spanish, can be accessed at the Housing Action Council’s website at https://
www.housingactioncouncil.org.

Marina

INDY TALKS

Continued from page 1

Tune into Indy Talks, the Hudson
Independent’s

monthly

cable

TV

interview show. This month, our
guest is

Ned Sullivan,

President

of Scenic Hudson, who, among other

topics, will talk about the RiverWalk project that will
someday stretch 51 miles along the Hudson River.
The show airs on Cablevision channel 75 and Fios
channel 34 within the Town of Greenburgh each
Friday of the month at 9:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m. and 8:30
p.m. It will soon be available 24/7 on our website,
www.thehudsonindependent.com, and Facebook.

climate change, engages residents with the
Hudson River, and preserves this important Inner Village shoreline park.”
The Comprehensive Plan, which representatives from BFJ Planning indicated
could be adopted by the board as early as
July, includes 10 Action Areas for village
officials to focus on: Economic Resources,
Housing, Land Use and Zoning, Connectivity, Parks and Open Space, Natural
Environment, Sustainability, Community
Resources, Municipal Services and Governance, Communication and Transparency.
Some of the housing recommendations
were encouraging diverse housing types in
the village by attracting private developers
to create workforce housing and exploring
the potential to facilitate accessory apartments in single-family homes. It was also

suggested to look into regulatory changes
to promote mixed-use and/or residential
development of sites in the downtown.
Meanwhile, the plan suggests studying
the potential sharing of services and facilities with neighboring Tarrytown and combining drinking water systems with Tarrytown and Briarcliff Manor.
At least one other public hearing will
take place in June. Besides Board of Trustees approval, the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program will require approval from
the state, a process estimated to take at least
two months.
The draft recommendations and other
documents pertaining to the Comprehensive Plan may be found at the online link,
http://sleepyhollowconnected.com/documents.

EXPLORE

LYNDHURST
FREE TOURS
Over 20% of flood claims
occur outside of flood zones.

THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS + MONDAYS
in May are free for Tarrytown residents.
Groups and families please call in advance
to make reservations. For details visit
lyndhurst.org and go!

Is your home protected?
Our agents can help you find the
right coverage to meet your needs.
Allan Block Insurance
Tarrytown, NY
(914) 631-4353
sales@ambins.com

www.allanblockinsurance.com
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Made possible by the Westchester
Community Foundation Feldman
Fund, a program of The New York
Community Trust.
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Watercooler

Heard Around the Watercooler
by Maria Ann Roglieri

Sleepy Hollow High School Actors
Nominated for 13 Metro Awards
Congratulations to the cast, crew, and staff
of Hello Dolly! For the fourth year in a row,
the Sleepy Hollow High School (SHHS)
spring musical has been nominated as the
Best Overall Production in the Metro area,
and for the second year in a row has had the
most award nominations. The Metropolitan High School Theatre Awards (Metro
Awards) are produced by Nyack’s Helen
Hayes Youth Theater and take into consideration performances from high schools
from Bergen, Putnam, Rockland, and Westchester counties (this year 55 in total). The
nominations are: Best Overall Production,
Best Chorus (Ensemble), Best Leading Actress (Ginger Sakarya), Best Supporting Actor (Luca Brown), Best Cameo Performance
(Suniyah Warren), Best Duet (Theo Pearson
and Casey McDonough), Best Costume
Design (Katie Jones), Technical Merit (Sophie Burk, Arya Glenn, Katie Jones), Best
Direction (Julie Dore), Best Scenic Design
(Zachary Dore and Paul Rively), and Best
Choreography (TJ O’Sullivan). As a top-six

production nominee, the SHHS cast will
perform at the Purchase Performing Arts
Center during the awards show on June 10.

Neighbors Link Executive Director
Named Woman of Distinction
Carola Bracco,
executive director
of Neighbors Link,
was nominated by
State Senator Peter Harckham as
a 2019 Woman of
Distinction. NeighCarola Bracco
bors Link is an organization that aims
to strengthen communities through positive
integration of immigrants. The organization
helps integrate the immigrant population
by helping immigrants understand the laws,
language, and customs of the United States,
and also helping U.S. citizens and residents
understand the culture and experiences of
the immigrant resident.
Bracco is a first-generation, Americanborn daughter of immigrant parents from
Bolivia, and is both bilingual and bicultural.
She understands well the challenges of the
immigrant experience in America and dedi-

cates herself to inspiring healthy integration
in the community, empowering immigrant
families, and advocating for personal growth
through education and economic development.

Sleepy Hollow High School Team Wins
Top Prize in Contest
The contest was sponsored by Sustainable
Westchester and involved creating an educational, entertaining, and informative video
to raise awareness of the environmental and
economic benefits of electric vehicles. At an
awards ceremony held May 18 at New York
Power Authority headquarters in White
Plains, the Sleepy Hollow High School
champions, Oscar Pak, Jaden D’Agostinis,
Abhi Weltig, and advisor Jason Choi, were
awarded $5,000 and tickets to Formula-E
Champion Speed Car Races (which will be
held on July 13 in Brooklyn).

Phelps Welcomes Neurosurgeon
Dr. Danilo Silva has joined Phelps as the
Director of Neurosurgery. He plans to establish a state-of-the-art general neurosurgical
unit with specific expertise as a stroke center. Currently, Phelps offers urgent care for

stroke patients in its emergency department;
the new stroke center will allow Phelps to
expand care to include endovascular radiology and related endovascular procedures, as
well as emergency surgery to treat the full
range of stroke types.

Local Broadway Producer Nominated
for Tony Awards
Sleepy Hollow resident Jane Dubin is a coproducer of The Prom, a Broadway musical
that was recently nominated for seven Tony
awards including Best Musical, Best Score,
Best Book, and Best Director and three Best
Acting Awards for Beth Leavel (DeeDee),
Brooks Ashmankas (Barry), and Caitlin
Kinnunen (Emma). The Prom also received
Best Musical nods from the Drama League,
Outer Critics Circle, and the Drama Desk.

Artist Donates Work to Westchester’s
Men’s Shelter
Irvington resident Antonio Alvarez is an
expert in restoration and conservation of art
works on paper. His firm, Alvarez Conservation Services in Manhattan, is well known
throughout the country. Alvarez himself beContinued on page 16
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We’re eager to meet you!
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ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
chelseaseniorliving.com

Visit our Welcome Center
715 Dobbs Ferry Rd, Greenburgh, NY
914-275-0010
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Sleepy Hollow Grad Overcomes Injuries to Become Champion
College Runner
Will Stallings excels on the track
and in the classroom.

by Tom Pedulla

When Joe Ryan recruits student-athletes
for the track and field team at Manhattan
College, he often searches for diamonds in
the rough. He sure found one in Will Stallings of Sleepy Hollow. “If you have a fair
amount of talent and you’ve got character,
you can go a long, long way,” Ryan said of
his approach.
Although Stallings was not highly sought
after while he attended Sleepy Hollow High
School, strength of character eventually led
him to overcome two career-threatening
hip surgeries to become the Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference’s 400-meter outdoor
champion this spring as a senior. In addition, he was part of Manhattan’s bronzemedal-winning 4x400 relay team and took
fourth at 200 meters.
He has consistently been a member of the
conference’s All-Academic team. His outstanding accomplishments in the classroom
will allow him to attend medical school.
The 6’ 1” Stallings immediately justified
Ryan’s confidence as a freshman when his
time of 46.5 seconds at 400 meters allowed

him to rank 19th nationally. He suffered
two torn hip labrums when he was a sophomore that ultimately required surgery and
placed his athletic future in doubt.
“There were some dark days,” Stallings
said, “where I really thought I wasn’t going
to come back.”
He now refers to the injuries as a “blessing in disguise” because they led him to realize the importance of his studies. “Once
the injury came around,” he said, “it was
like, ‘Okay, what do I have left? What else
do I have that I can control in my life? How
else am I going to succeed and be the best

person I can be?’ And it was academics.”
He majored in kinesiology with
a double minor in chemistry and
biology. He praised Manhattan’s
small-school atmosphere, saying
he benefitted tremendously from
the individual attention his professors gave him.
Stallings is set to attend the New
York College of Podiatric Medicine, where four years of classroom instruction will be applied during a residency lasting three to four years. He aims to become
a foot and ankle surgeon.
There is every reason to expect him to
meet his goal. Two hip operations would
have derailed many sprinters. “It’s a testament to his character that he was actually
able to make it back,” Ryan said.
In a testament to his leadership, Stallings
was a four-year captain for the Jaspers. “I’ve
been coaching almost 30 years. He’s one
of the best captains I ever had,” Ryan said.
“He’s a tremendous communicator. He is

a very good motivator and he understands
the sport. It’s a great combination.”
Conditions could not have been much
worse when Stallings took his last shot at
the conference’s outdoor 400-meter title in
the cold, wind, and rain at Monmouth College in New Jersey in early May. Ryan called
on Stallings’ character one more time before
the senior went off to chase the elusive gold
medal. “The strong are going to win today,”
Ryan told him.
“Let’s get it,” Stallings replied. He tore
through the 400 meters in a season-best
48.39 seconds. “I tucked my head down
and kept running to the line,” he said.
It was his way of forever distancing himself from those college coaches who did not
think he was fast enough, of forever putting
behind him hip injuries so severe that they
made everyday life challenging.
“That 400 meters was the culmination
of all my hard work before and after the
surgery,” Stallings said. “It was a feeling I
cannot describe in words. I was beyond ecstatic.”
In less than one minute, he had come incredibly far.

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 3 Sessions $149
www.PushTrainingStudio.com | 914-274-8388
50 South Buckhout St. | Suite 304 | Irvington | NY 10533

Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
19 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
Bus. 914-591-7800
Fax 877-462-3096
jean.sears@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
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Dobbs Ferry Senior Dynamic as Captain on Diamond and
Hardwood
by Tom Pedulla

When Dobbs Ferry High School boys’
basketball coach Scott Patrillo approached
Zachary Holzman about becoming a team
captain last year as a junior, it was the start
of something big.
Patrillo recognized in Holzman leadership abilities that would spur others to
greater heights and dramatically impact the
school’s basketball and baseball teams.
Holzman’s dynamic leadership in his
second year as basketball captain played a
huge role as the Eagles soared to their first
Section 1 Class B boys basketball title in 52
years and finished with a 21-5 record. He
served as a captain on the baseball team this
spring with Nate Bloom, Andrew Schwabe,
and Tyler Sepinski, backing up Patrillo’s encouraging words as an ace left-hander and
offensive catalyst.
Baseball coach Frank Adamo could easily have spoken for Patrillo when he said,
“Everything he does is exactly the way you
want your players to act, on the field, in the
classroom. He’s an absolute role model for
every player I have on my team, all our junior varsity players. He’s the guy you want
kids looking up to.”
Holzman said he learned from other cap-

Zachary Holzman has been an ace left-handed hurler for the Eagles.

tains he served that there is not one way to
show the way. He and Nucyo Sheriff captained last year’s basketball team. He was
a tri-captain with Dimaunie Meredith and
Damani Fraser when everything came together so wonderfully this past winter.
Holzman’s responsibilities went far beyond his role as starting small forward. “It
was kind of my job to make sure everyone
was in place and doing the right thing. I
was loud and emotional,” he said. “I wasn’t
the best player, but I would try to lead in

www.thehudsonindependent.com					

as many ways as I can and hope my teammates would follow.”
A team that had shown promise for several years became nearly unstoppable. “It was
really special,” Holzman said of a season he
and his teammates will forever treasure. “It
was a goal we all had as a team since middle-school age, very young. So, to finally
get it done when it was our last chance was
really special for us.”
Although the baseball team had its share
of struggles, he did everything possible to

embrace his final season and lay a foundation for future success. “He’ll point out
little details. You always see him in practice
doing drills, doing little things right,” said
Bloom, a junior. “We’ll miss him.”
On the mound, Holzman produced a
team-leading 47 strikeouts through his first
37-2/3 innings while registering three victories. He also paced the Eagles with a .325
batting average and recorded a robust .436
on-base percentage as he hit behind skillful
leadoff man, Tommy Ritch.
“The greatest thing I can say about him
is he’s a natural competitor,” Coach Adamo said. “Any time you give him the ball
on the mound, he’s going to find a way to
get something done. He finds a way even
when he doesn’t have his best stuff. He’s still
tough enough and smart enough to find a
way to still keep you in the game.”
Holzman excelled academically with a
grade point average of approximately 4.2
and was a member of the National Honor
Society. He is set to enroll at New York
University’s School of Professional Studies
and looks forward to gaining a better understanding of the business world there.
He will likely attempt to make the baseball
team as a walk-on candidate.
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Veteran Racer Trains Rivertowners for Triathlons
by Barrett Seaman

Everyone knows that triathlons aren’t for
sissies. The Ironman, the Big Enchilada of
triathlons, demands a 2.4-mile swim followed by a 112-mile bicycle ride, rounding
out with a full marathon run of 26.2 miles.
You don’t do that for fun.
There are lesser triathlons: the half-Ironman, which, simply enough, cuts each of
those three legs in half. Then there is the
standard, or Olympic, triathlon, which consists of a 0.93-mile swim, a 25-mile bike
ride and a 6.2-mile run. Finally, there is the
so-called Sprint Triathlon, which requires a
swim of just under half a mile, a 12.5-mile
bike ride and a 3.1-mile run to round it out.
Not everyone can do even that short
a race. Success – even survival – requires
knowledge of techniques on how to swim
in a pack, how to make the transition from
water to bicycle and bike to running gear,
and what to wear for each leg.
This spring, Joanne Dondero, under the
auspices of the JCC on the Hudson, of-

Watercooler
Continued from page 11

gan painting as a child, but only recently got
serious about it; his work has been featured
in galleries across Westchester and the Hudson Valley.
Alvarez just donated 24 of his own works
on canvas and wood paneling to Lifting
Up Westchester for use in decorating its
Open Arms Men’s Shelter, located in downtown White Plains. “We are very proud of
Open Arms which was newly renovated in
2016, but the shelter had plain white walls

Joanne Dondero

fered to train any tri-wannabes in advance
of a somewhat modified sprint triathlon
to be held in Sleepy Hollow on June 16 in
Kingsland Point Park. There, they will swim
in the Hudson for half a mile, bike for 11
miles and finish off with a 10-k (6.2 miles
run). Eight people signed up for Dondero’s
classes; seven went through her seven-sesthat made it look a bit institutional. When
Tony learned that we were looking for ways
to make the shelter a bit more cheerful for
our residents, he immediately offered to donate some of his work. We were expecting
a canvas or two – not 24!” said Lifting Up
Westchester’s CEO, Anahaita Kotval. Of
his donation, Alvarez said, “There is nothing ‘extraordinary’ about me making the
paintings available…. the fact that my work
could end up being used for lifting the spirits of my fellow men... translates – in my
mind – not only as an honor, but as a privilege.”

sion program. One, Amanda Thomas, who
aspired to running with her mother Barbara,
injured her wrist in a bicycle mishap before
the training even started.
Applicants did not have to have prior triathlon experience, but they were required to
swim at least 200 yards, own a bike and be
able to ride it for at least 45 minutes, and
run, or walk/run for 30 minutes. “I geared
this training to the beginner or first timer,”
said Dondero, who, at 72, is as fit as anyone
half her age. “Most of the trainees are first
timers, though two have done a tri before.”
One of this spring’s trainees, Larah Alami,
has participated in four partial triathlons in
that she and her husband swapped different
legs of a triathlon but neither did all three
legs in a single race. Margaret Yawmen has
one sprint under her belt. No one else in the
class has experienced the challenge.
Though it is the first and therefore freshest leg, swimming is often the toughest for
some. Laurie Hirsch Schulz admitted that
swimming is her weak point. As a result, she
may skip the Sleepy Hollow tri because it is
in open water on the Hudson and sign up
instead for the August 18 tri sprint at West
Point, which uses the pristine waters of Lake
Popolopen for its first leg. Still, she worked
hard under Dondero’s tutelege in the JCC
pool.
Dondero worked all her charges hard in
their pool drills, using training techniques
gleaned from a Total Immersion Swimming
protocol she said is well known among triathletes. “I took several classes and clinics on
it years ago,” she said, noting that there is a
Total Immersion school in New Paltz. Techniques include handicapping one limb or
another while swimming or treading water,
learning how to breathe in rough water and

how to wend one’s way through a crowded
field of swimmers.
Julia Perault, one of the more accomplished swimmers in the class, deftly maneuvered her way through a pack of five crowded
into one of the pool’s race lanes. One of the
swimmers she passed was Alex Fletcher, who
would become her husband the following
weekend. They intend to compete together
in the Sleepy Hollow event. Fletcher is the
only male in this group. Dondero appreciates his presence when they are out on their
bikes, as his booming voice is useful in relaying messages on the road, where it’s sometimes hard to hear above the traffic noise.
The transitions from one leg to another
are crucial elements of the triathlon. At the
completion of the swimming leg, competitors must shed their wet suits efficiently and
don socks, sneakers, helmets and glasses—
in order, from bottom to top. Knowing
how to carry a bike to the starting area is
important. Stowing the bike and helmet
and donning a race belt with a numbered
bib requires practice as well.
Dondero herself started running around
age 30, and at 40, back in the 1980s, ran her
first half-marathon. Last year, she qualified
for the world championship Olympic distance triathlon in Lausanne, Switzerland, in
which she will compete later this year, along
with the half-Ironman in Nice, France. Before she leaves, she will offer another round
of training aimed towards the Westchester
Triathlon September 22 in Rye.
Her JCC trainees are not nearly as competitive as some of the diehard triathletes
Dondero will be up against in Europe. “My
attitude is that we’re nice, normal people
just trying to complete in the event,” said
Nancy Arias “– not fanatics.”

SUNDAYS

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

1 DIXON LANE, TARRYTOWN NY
914-631-1000

7 & 9:30 PM

TICKETS: JAZZFORUMARTS.ORG/TICKETS

JUN E 7 & 8
C H RISTIAN SAN DS TRIO
JUN E 14 & 15
DAVID SAN BORN
ACOUSTIC BAN D (PIC TURED)
JUN E 21 & 22
BILL C HARL AP TRIO
FE AT. PE TE R WASH INGTON
& KE N N Y WASH INGTON
JUN E 28 & 29
KURT E LLING/DAN ILO PREZ DUO
4 & 6 PM SETS
JUNE 9
H I R O M I K A S U GA Q UA R T E T

J U N E 23
TONY JEFFERSON SINGS!

J U N E 16
L A L A M A B ROTH E RS
& N ICO LE PA S TE RN A K

J U N E 30
MIKE CLARK TRIO
F E AT. V I C J U R I S
& E S S I E T O KO N E S S I E T

C E L E B R AT E S J A Z Z F O R U M‘ S
2ND ANNIVERSARY!

PR ESENTI N G SP O NSO R

O P E N JA M S E S S I O N S
F E AT. DAV I D JA N E WAY T R I O
1S T S U N DAY O F T H E MO N T H (J U N E 2) 8-10 PM
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Food for Thought

Celebrate Graduation Time By Dining Out in the Rivertowns
by Linda Viertel

W

hat better way to bring family and friends together in honor of your recent graduate
than with a celebratory meal at one of our appealing and hospitable local restaurants? Luckily for rivertowns’ residents, there is a plethora of eateries, informal and
more formal, ethnic and traditional American, intimate and family style.
Dining choices abound, so when out-of-towners visit for graduation, residents won’t disappoint those from far away or even close by. Our villages are host to sublime wood-ﬁred pizza,
Korean specialties, plentiful Greek standards, traditional Latino culinary specialties, American, Indian, English fare and more. In fact, it’s quite remarkable that four main streets are
packed with such a variety of dining possibilities. Perhaps, the graduate should get to choose
a favorite, but the following might be a guide that allows for cuisine variety and having a large
enough table for everyone to enjoy one another’s company and toast your graduate.

Sam’s Italian Restaurant
in Dobbs Ferry
“Sam’s,” a local dining institution since
1952, offers authentic Italian home-cooking with a plentiful menu sure to please
every diners’ tastes. Chef/owner Maurice
Giliberti grew up cooking at Sam’s, and
after a stint in Yonkers, came home to run
his signature restaurant and his busy awardwinning pizza and take-out spot next door.
His traditional specials include veal saltimbocca and chicken scarpariello, but he also
provides a vast array of southern Italian
dishes, plus seasonal offerings and alternating Friday specialties. At Sam’s, diners enjoy
grilled fish, baked pastas plus pastas served
with your choice of sauce, antipasti, clams
oreganata, veal parmigiana and so much
more. Steaks and veal chops arrive hot off
the grill, fresh seafood can be grilled or
fried, stuffed or sauced. Pizza combos and
specialty pizzas, stuffed calzones, and sandwiches are meals in themselves for lunch or
dinner. And, Giliberti’s children’s menu will
delight young ones with ziti, ravioli and spaghetti offerings.
Italian cheesecake, pastries, cannoli and
spumoni still provide the perfect sweet to
complete a meal at Sam’s even after ample
lunch and dinner entrees. Giliberti’s dining
rooms, decorated with archival photos of
his beloved Dobbs Ferry, create an informal
ambiance for family dining at graduation
time, but Giliberti also caters, so customers
can experience his authentic Italian cooking
in a celebration at home as well.

If You Go
Sam’s Italian Restuarant
128 Main St, Dobbs Ferry
Tel: 914-693-9724, 914-693-2008
Hours: M-Th.: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
F, Sat: 11 a.m.-11 p.m., Su: 12-10 p.m.
Luncheons and parties available: catering on and off-site for 25-70.
samsofdobbsferry.com

La Chinita Poblana
in Irvington

Chef/owner, Juan Aguilar hails from
Pueblo, Mexico, a city rich in culinary history where mole poblano sauce was created and which he masterfully creates at La
Chinita. But, his presentations of standard,
popular dishes are outstanding, unique and
comforting as well. Customers are greeted
with freshly fried tortilla chips and in-house
salsa upon arrival. Aguilar’s “antojitos” (little snacks) aren’t so little and can be shared.
Tacos, enchiladas, nachos, flautas and chimichangas can be ordered with chicken,
steak, just cheese or vegetables, ceviche or
pork pastor. But who can resist the huaraches, oblong sandal-shaped, crispy handmade tortillas topped with pinto beans,
pico de gallo, pickled jalapeno crema and
avocado plus your choice of filling?
For a nourishing homemade chicken
soup, the Caldo Tlalpeno, redolent of cilantro, is brimming with chicken and avocado. A half-duck (Pato en Mole Poblano)
gets the full Pueblan treatment. And, the
Pollo at Tequila, a moist (!) chicken breast
marinated in lemon and rosemary, and accompanied by fresh sauteed spinach, cilantro rice and an ancho chile-tequila, pineapple sauce, is a dexterously light presentation
brimming with complementary tastes.
For dessert, La Chinita’s hot churros possess a delicate crunchy exterior and moist
interior; they melt in your mouth, especially when dipped in chocolate sauce. So,
whether your graduates wish to dive into
nachos, empanadas and enchiladas, or oth-

If You Go
La Chinita Poblana
61 Main Street, Irvington
914-231-9398
Hours: M-Th.:12-10 p.m.
F, Sat: 12-11 p.m. Su.: 2-9 p.m.
chinitapoblanany.com
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ers prefer traditional Pueblan delicacies,
a table at La Chinita’s welcoming brickwalled restaurant, decorated with artisanal
Mexican pottery, masks and archival photographs might just be the place to celebrate.

Tarry Tavern in Tarrytown

For a classy yet informal graduation celebration, Tarry Tavern is a restaurant that
continues to feature fresh seasonal dishes
with a farm to table mission. While evoking
an English tavern, owner and distinguished
local restaurateur, Henry Cabral, has created a charming atmosphere, with fresh
fruits and flowers on display, seasonal flowers gracing each table; rich cherry woods,
ochre walls and copper pots contribute to
the warmth diners feel even before their order has been placed.
Tarry Tavern’s menu gives diners the
choice of ordering from either the Tavern
(Simple, Rustic & Traditional) or Market
Menu (Composed & Seasonally Inspired);
both showcase the bounty of the Hudson
Valley as much as possible. Delectable appetizers include chicken liver mousse with
grilled bread and cornichon, and duck
Armagnac sausage accompanied by garlic
mashed potatoes. Sounds celebratory to
me! Cabral’s Portuguese cultural heritage
gets a nod with his Portuguese Octopus
chickpea puree, garlic and olive oil as a
complement, not to mention his calamari
stuffed with chourico in a tomato broth.
A signature entrée, luckily still on the
menu, is the roasted potato gnocchi with
trumpet mushrooms and crisped prosciutto. Another favorite is the melt-in-your
mouth braised short ribs served with root
vegetables. All pastas are made in house as
are Tarry Tavern’s soups.
Or, why not have graduation lunch and
try Cabral’s Wagyu burger with hand-cut
fries? Handmade raviolis, a plentiful Cobb
salad or a pulled pork sandwich all give a
festive air for a mid-day meal. Everyone
loves brunch, especially in celebration, and
Tarry Tavern not only offers Eggs Benedict,
buttermilk pancakes and brioche French

If You Go
Tarry Tavern
27 Main Street
914-631-7227
Hours: M-Th: Noon-9:30 p.m.
F, Sat.: Noon-10:30 p.m.
Su: Noon-9 p.m.
info@TarryTavern.com

toast, but truﬄed “mac & cheese,” soft
poached eggs and creamy polenta and so
much more. To the graduate!

Anchor Inn in Sleepy Hollow

Honor your graduate this June by dining
al fresco with a view to our beloved Hudson
River on Anchor Inn’s rooftop deck (weather permitting) at the base of Sleepy Hollow’s
Beekman Avenue. New chef, Milton Sanz,
hired this spring by owners Molinda Kearns
and Gary Serina, hails from The Cookery
in Dobbs Ferry where he was mentored
by famed local restaurateur, David diBari.
Their newly revised menu features South
American culinary specialties, tapas-styled
appetizers and Argentinian steakhouse flavors.
Multiple tastes for starters include
coconut shrimp, crispy calamari, cornbread
hushpuppies – served with a smoky spicy
chipotle sauce, sautéed mussels and garlic
shrimp. Dinner features both steaks and
seafood. The Argentinian specialty, Steak
Chimichurri, the iconic grilled flank steak
is served with cippolini, whipped potatoes
and the divine garlic, parsley, olive oil chimichurri sauce made in-house. Linguini a
la Anchor (sauteed clams and mussels in a
garlic, white wine sauce) can be prepared
vegetarian style. With a nod to the original
seafood restaurant, crabcakes, fish and chips
and seafood risotto are featured. But, “turf ”
gets equal play to “surf ” on the menu with a
pulled pork sandwich or grilled pork chops
accompanied by charred peaches, sauteed
rapini and roasted potatoes.
Weekend brunch next to the Hudson
River can be a glorious dining experience.
Create your own omelet, or enjoy the Anchor BLT (by adding salmon if you wish),
or the signature chopped steak sandwich
made with braised short ribs, ground
chuck, applewood bacon, lettuce and
cheese. Graduates and their families will be
treated to tasty food and a view to match.

If You Go
Anchor Inn
222 Beekman Ave.
914-600-8123
Hours: M, W, TH: 4-9 p.m.
F, Sat, Su 3-10 p.m.
Brunch: Sat-Su 11-3 p.m.
M, W, Thu, F Happy Hour 3-7 p.m.
Tasting Menu Sun-Th: $19.95
FB: @hudsonanchor
Instagram: #hudsonanchor
Private second ﬂoor dining available.
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Cleaning the Hudson – One Tire at a Time
by Char Weigel

Low tide on the Hudson peels back a
murky curtain, briefly revealing hidden oyster colonies, blue crabs and driftwood. Calliope Yannuzzi, 11, saw something else – a
tire that reappeared with every low tide in
Sleepy Hollow’s Horan’s Landing Park harbor.
“When we first came here and saw the
pollution in the water, I knew that I wanted
to try to help the water,” Calliope said. She
and her Hackley School fifth grade classmates volunteered as part of the Friends
of the Tarrytown RiverWalk Workday on
April 27. As she picked up trash, she kept
thinking about that tire she saw nearly every
day in the river. “I got inspired, and my dad
got a grappling hook.”
Calliope and her father, Todd Yannuzzi,
realized that the River was not going to give
up the heavy truck tire easily. First there
was the challenge of locating it depending
on the water level. Calliope researched tide
tables, and discovered that there are two
high tides and two low tides each day. “It
was hard because the low tides were really
early or really late, but we planned for one
day when the low tide was going to be 4
p.m. and we went down.”
Her dad swung a grappling hook from the
shore, missed the tire and tried again until

it made a solid connection. “We struggled a
lot,” said Calliope. The tire was lodged solidly in the muck of the river bottom. “We
pulled and pulled and tied the rope around
our waists. A man walking a dog saw us
struggling and he helped us pull.” Calliope
wrapped the rope around a piece of driftwood after it started to cut into her hands.
“The dog even helped pull on the wood,”
she said.
The sand piled up in front of the tire as
they started to break the suction of the river
bottom, making it even harder to drag. “We
were worried that we would add to the pollution if we couldn’t get the tire out and had
to leave the grappling hook,” she explained.
Her dad was worried that the torque would
pull the hook loose and it would fly back at
Calliope. They kept up a calibrated pressure
and slowly dragged the tire toward shore.

Someone from the Sleepy Hollow Department of Public Works saw them laboring,
and came to help as well. Finally, Calliope
and her small team pulled the tire to the
shore and lifted it out of the tidal zone.
“I looked at it carefully. If there was any
sea life, like barnacles, making a home on
the tire, I was going to put it back,” said
Calliope. But it was just a heavy, black rubber tire. Calliope wondered how the tire got
there. “I saw a bunch of Gatorade bottles
and candy wrappers in the water. It doesn’t
make sense to me when there is a trash can

Calliope Yannuzzi pulls on a rope to drag
tire out of the Hudson River.

two feet away.” Calliope worried about this
trash affecting fish making a home in the
harbor, and the possibility that endangered
sturgeons are nursing close by.
What’s next for Calliope? She said she
spotted a tire a little farther out in the same
harbor. “But my dad said, ‘I think one a day
is good.’” Calliope is determined to come
back, but says she’s going to need a bigger
rope.

Irvington Icon Barbara Denyer
Honored for Decades of Service

An earlier photo of Barbara
Denyer

Barbara Denyer — artist, activist, and Irvington
resident for 58 years — was honored on May 31
at Clocktower Players’ spring fundraiser gala with a
2019 Bravo Award. For over half a century, Denyer’s
creative vision, energy, and dedication to the arts have
significantly benefitted Clocktower Players, Irvington
Town Hall Theater, and the rivertowns community.
Denyer was instrumental in the restoration of the
Irvington Theater after it fell into disrepair and was
shut down in 1960. Built in 1902 and hailed as avantgarde for its time, the majestic theater had been the
cultural hub of Irvington until the 1950’s. But after
its fire escapes came off, breaking health and safety
codes, the theater was condemned and closed. In
1967, Denyer introduced Micheal Penta (longtime
Continued on page 20
Irvington High School
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Viewfinder
1

1. A record Opening Day crowd turned out May 25 to kick off the Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow Farmers
Market (TASH)’s fifth season at Patriots Park.
2. Sleepy Hollow Mayor Ken Wray and County Executive George Latimer were among the many who enjoyed the first Sleepy Hollow Lit Fest May 18.
3. Little Gardens Garden Club cleaned up Neperan Park on Earth Day.
4. John Paulding School parents and students in Tarrytown built a community garden on Earth Day.
5. Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown Police participated in the Olympic Relay Run through the villages.
— Photos by: Sunny McLean

2

3

4

5
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Obituaries
Joseph Callahan, Jr., 89
Joseph M. Callahan Jr., a longtime resident of Tarrytown, died May 5 after a
short illness. He was 89.
Mr. Callahan graduated from LaSalle
Military Academy in 1947. He then went
on to Williams College where he graduated in 1951 with a degree in English.
While at Williams he was a proud member
of the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity (The
Dekes). During his years at Williams he
was a member of the ROTC program. After graduating he joined the United States
Air Force as an officer and served during the Korean War era. He received his
Honorable Discharge as a First Lieutenant in 1953. After discharge he attended
The Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania where he received his MBA.

Irvington Icon
Continued from page 18

theater teacher/choreographer and Clocktower Players’ founding director) to the
“disaster on the third floor!” — the dilapidated theater — which Denyer envisioned
as a vibrant performance space. She actively engaged neighbors and friends in the
renovation effort, and secured the Junior
League’s support.
In 1972, Denyer added her creative flair

He then moved to New York City to begin
a career in finance. For many years he was
employed by Blyth & Co. on Wall Street.
He was in the banking industry until his
retirement at the age of 76.
While living in New York City he met
his future wife Margaret (Peg) Connelly.
They were married on September 7, 1957
in Camden, Maine. Shortly thereafter they
relocated to Tarrytown, where they raised
their family and formed many long-lasting
friendships. During his years in Tarrytown
Mr. Callahan was active in many community organizations: Tarrytown Dad’s
Club baseball league, a longtime member and past president of the Tarry Crest
Swim and Tennis Club, a founding member of the Sleepy Hollow High School
Hockey Boosters, elected board member

John Connors, 96
John Edward Connors, a resident of
Kendal-on-Hudson in Sleepy Hollow, died
May 19. He was 96.
He enlisted in the Coast Guard during
WWII, was selected for officers training,
ultimately transferred to the Navy and
upon earning a BE degree in electrical engineering from Yale ‘46, was commissioned
and served on the light cruiser Cleveland.
After the war, Mr. Connors joined the
New England Telephone Co. as a licensed
Professional Engineer. He later earned his

to Irvington’s Centennial Celebration, inspiring her Memorabilia Exhibit Committee to clean, paint, and set up exhibits in
the orchestra and balcony boxes to showcase the theater’s possibilities to the public.
Newspaper accounts reflect that hundreds
attended. The theater officially reopened in
1980 (at which time the Irvington Town
Hall Theater Commission was formed)
and has presented countless theater, music, film, and community events ever since.
Over the years, Denyer has generously

shared many costumes from her extensive
collection with local theater groups, and
has donated a number of her costumes to
the Irvington Historical Society.
Among Denyer’s other projects and
invaluable accomplishments, she coauthored and photo researched Wolfert’s
Roost: Portrait of a Village, the History of
Irvington. She has given lively tours of the
Old Croton Aqueduct, and strongly advocated for the acquisition of the Burnham
Building for the Irvington Public Library

of the Public Schools of the Tarrytowns,
longtime board member of the Volunteer
Ambulance Corps, a member of the Tarrytown Traffic Committee, and an active
parishioner of Transfiguration Church.

LLB from Boston College and his LLM
from Northeastern. He transferred to Western Electric and ultimately to AT&T in
NYC where he led the Intellectual Property
division.
He married Mary Flaherty in 1951 and
together they had six children. She died in
1984. Mr. Connors spent his retirement
volunteering with Arbitration Association
of America, the arbitration panel of the NY
Supreme Court, as an AARP tax aid and a
tax advisor to small businesses. He lived his
final 15 years at Kendal-on-Hudson in the
company of his great friend and companion Mary Jane Noonan.

Wilma Mendelowitz, 93
Wilma Saberski Mendelowitz, a resident
Continued on page 21

and apartments. She served on the Village
Hall Selection Committee, responsible for
the renovations of the Town Hall lobby
and courtroom, and worked to restore
the Tiffany Reading Room to its original
grandeur. Denyer’s many contributions to
Irvington have consistently helped the Village move forward while preserving its rich
history.
Page 1 photo credit: Frederick Charles

AT PELL WEALTH PARTNERS
we take pride in our commitment to
creating a life-changing personalized
experience for every client. Our
knowledge, passion, and desire to see
others achieve financial wellness has
driven our ability to listen intently and
become not only your advisors, but
your advocates.

As leaders in the industry we believe in
the power of Impact Investing and the
profound effect it can have on the
world and your life. Our team is
committed to offering tailored
investment solutions with an eye towards environmental, social, and corporate
governance opportunities through deep investment research and a broadly
diversified portfolio.
Our enthusiastic, highly talented team can help steer you forward more confidently
in your finances, encouraging you to take actions that reflect each of your most
coveted family and investment values.
PELL WEALTH PARTNERS SPECIALIZES IN:
Serving the local
Comprehensive Financial Planning
communities of Westchester
Sustainably Responsible Investing
and Manhattan
Estate Planning Strategies
800 Westchester Avenue,
Women’s Financial Strategies
Suite 300
Divorce Financial Planning
Rye Brook, NY 10573
Executive Compensation & Benefit Strategies
914.253.8800
pellwealthpartners.com
Retirement Income Strategies
Wealth Management
The Churchill
300 East 40th Street,
Geri E. Pell, CFP®, MBA, CDFA®,
Suite 28R
Private Wealth Advisor & CEO of Pell Wealth Partners,
New York, NY 10016
a private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Barron's Top 100 Women Financial Advisors 2009-2018
Barro'n's Top 1,200 Financial Advisors State-by-State Ranking, 2014-2017, 2019
Financial Times Top 400 Advisors 2017-2019

Barron’s listings are based on data compiled by many of the nation’s most productive advisors, which is then submitted to and judged by
Barron’s®. Key factors and criteria include: assets under management, revenue produced for the firm, regulatory and compliance record,
and years of professional experience. Barron’s® is a registered trademark of Dow Jones, L.P.; all rights reserved. Rankings for the Financial
Times Top 400 Financial Advisers list are based in large part on data gathered from and verified by Ameriprise Financial, and as identified by
Financial Times, reflecting each advisor’s performance in six primary areas: assets under management, asset growth, compliance record,
experience, credentials and accessibility. Ameriprise financial advisors were nominated by Ameriprise Financial. Investors should conduct
their own evaluation of a financial professional as working with a financial advisor is not a guarantee of future financial success. Neither
Ameriprise Financial nor its advisors pay a fee to Financial Times in exchange for the ranking. .The Compass is a tradeMark of Ameriprise
Financial, Inc.Investment advisory services and products are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., a registered
investment adviser.Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2018 Ameriprise Financial, Inc., All rights reserved.
2131013ACMR0518
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Inquiring Photographer

by Alexa Brandenberg

“Should Albany Pass a Law Prohibiting Smartphone Use
While Crossing the Street?”

Veronica Rivera

Linda Robertson

Florentino Villares

Ryan Collette

Robin Weiss

Sleepy Hollow

Tarrytown

Dobbs Ferry

Irvington

Irvingon

“You’re not aware of your surroundings when you’re on your
phone, so yes.”

“Yes. Everyone is on their phone
and they are not paying attention.”

“Yes they should, because
most people don’t pay attention
to traffic lights or crosswalks.”

“No, I don’t think that’s a good
idea. I think people should be
able to cross the street at their
own discretion.”

“It makes sense. It’s just like
texting and driving – they are
both equally dangerous.”

Hudson Valley News Corp. Names New President, Director
Walter G. Montgomery, a 33-year resident of Irvington and former village trustee there, has been
elected president of the board of the Hudson Valley
News Corporation (HVNC), the holding company
for The Hudson Independent. He recently retired as
CEO of the communications strategy firm Robinson Lerer & Montgomery, which he merged into
the London-based firm Finsbury. He has been ac-
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tive in numerous charitable organizations and nonprofits, including Abbott House and Lyndhurst
Mansion. In an earlier career, he was an instructor
in Chinese and Russian history at Brown University,
from which he holds an M.A. and a Ph.D. He succeeds Matthew Brennan as HVNC’s president.
Joining Montgomery on the HVNC board is Michael B. Richards ESQ, a graduate of Penn State

with a bachelor’s degree in English and Theater Arts,
and of NYU Law School, from which he graduated
magna cum laude with the Order of the Coif. He
lives in Tarrytown where he practices law in a variety
of areas, including real estate, wills, and corporate
transactional work. Dean Gallea, a board member
and retired engineer with Consumer Reports, has
taken on the duties as HVNC’s treasurer.

New Business Opens in Dobbs
Ferry: Owner Becca Licht poses in
front of her new business, Barre3 Rivertowns, which opened May 30 on 42
Chestnut Street in Dobbs Ferry. The
fitness studio is open seven days a
week. For more information, visit www.
barre3.com or call (914) 478-1412.
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of Tarrytown, died May 14. She was 93.
Born in 1926, she was a lifelong resident
of Tarrytown. She was the daughter of Lena
and Leopold, the owners of Saberski’s Shoes
on the former Orchard Street in Tarrytown.
She loved Tarrytown and the Hudson River, the arts, literature, tennis, hosting large
gatherings, and most deeply of all, every
moment spent with her family.
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Saturday 8:

Tree Climbing Championship: 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Lyndhurst, 635
S. Broadway, Tarrytown.
Rain date: June 9.

Saturday 15:

Cake 4 Change Fundraiser: 4th annual Community Voices Heard Power! “Cake 4 Change”
fundraiser, 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. at Irvington
Presbyterian Church.

Friday 14:

Film Screening: Salmon Fishing in the Yemen,
12:30 p.m. at Shames JCC on the Hudson.

What’s Happening
Thursday 6
Drink & Draw: RiverArts, in association with
Brieff Studios, hosts Drink & Draw from 7:30
to 10 p.m. at 145 Palisade Street, Studio 412A,
Dobbs Ferry. All levels welcome. Admission: $15
in advance; $20 at the door. Info: https://riverarts.
org/drink-draw.
Rock & Roll Writers REVEAL: 8 p.m. at Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main Street. The authors
will be reading selections from their books with
the audience invited to participate in a lively
Q&A discussion, led by seasoned music industry
professional, Rob Barnett. Info: 631-3390
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 7
Led Zeppelin Tribute Band: Get the Led Out
– “The Mighty Zep” performs June 7 and 8 at 8
p.m. at Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main Street.
Info: 631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 8
Tree Climbing Championship: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Lyndhurst, 635 S. Broadway, Tarrytown. Rain
date: June 9. Info: http://lyndhurst.org/events/
arborists.

the Ten Commandments, 11 a.m. at Chabad of the
Rivertowns, 303 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry. Free admission; all are welcome. For more information,
call 693-6100 or visit www.chabadrt.org.
Writing Workshop: Advanced prose poetry
workshop, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Hudson Valley Writers Center, 300 Riverside Drive, Sleepy
Hollow. Fee: $124. This workshop will focus on
generative essays, and review prose poetry in a
unique way. Info: 332-5953.
Pain/Stress Reduction: Mindfulness Stress
and Paid Reduction with Doug Scherer, noon
to 3 p.m. at Riverstone Yoga, 2 Hudson View
Way, Tarrytown. $60. Info: 332-YOGA or www.
riverstoneyoga.com.
Alice’s Restaurant: Arlo Guthrie - Alice’s Restaurant Back by Popular Demand Tour, 7 p.m. at
Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main Street. Info: 6313390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Tuesday 11
Ice Cream Social: Annual congregational meeting and ice cream social at 7:30 p.m., Temple
Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown.
Info: 631-1770.

Wednesday 12

Melt Running With Joy: Noon to 1:30 p.m. at
Riverstone Yoga, 2 Hudson View Way, Tarrytown.
Designed for runners and anyone dealing with
lower body or low back pain, this class will help
restore the rotational integrity of your spine,
decrease tension in hips and low back, and add
resilience to your stride. $30. Info: 332-YOGA or
www.riverstoneyoga.com.

Rivertown Film: Rivertown Film presents two
films this month, both at 8 p.m. at the Nyack
Center. June 12: Capernaum, directed by Nadine
Labaki; June 26: The Wife, directed by Björn
Runge. Info: 353-2568 or www.rivertownfilm.
org.

Live@theUpstream Presents David Janeway
Trio: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Upstream Gallery,
8 Main Street, Hastings-on-Hudson. Tickets and
info: http://www.upstreamgallery.com/concerts.
html.

Film Screening: Salmon Fishing in the Yemen,
12:30 p.m. at Shames JCC on the Hudson, 371
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. Admission: $5. Info:
www.shamesjcc.org.

Sunday 9
Ice Cream Party: For children during reading of

Check out the complete directory for June at www.thehudsonindependent.com

Friday 14

Clothing Closet: June 14 from 5 to 7 p.m. and
June 15 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Christ Episcopal Church and San Marcos, 43 South Broadway,
Tarrytown. Great bargains. Info: Call Christ

Church at 631-2074.

Wednesday 19

Ukulele Performance: Jake Shimabukuro
performs at 8 p.m. at Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main Street. Info: 631-3390, Ext.100 or http://
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Writers Center Event: Kelsey Miller and Sarah
Bracey White will appear at 7 p.m. at the Hudson
Valley Writers Center, 300 Riverside Drive, Sleepy
Hollow. Miller is a Brooklyn-based journalist and
the author of Big Girl: How I Gave Up Dieting
and Got a Life. White is a teacher, arts consultant,
and motivational speaker. Info: 332-5953.

Saturday 15
Cake 4 Change Fundraiser: 4th annual Community Voices Heard Power! “Cake 4 Change”
fundraiser, 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. at Irvington Presbyterian Church, 25 North Broadway, Irvington. Dozens of cakes, celebrity judges, People’s
Choice Vote for Best Cake, refreshments, and an
opportunity to learn more about CVH Power!,
a multiracial, grass-roots organization working
to improve the lives of low-income and working
class families across the state. To register, visit:
http://bit.ly/cake4change.
Dance Celebration: Peggy Izzo’s The Dance Workshop presents Then and Now: Celebrating 40 Years
of TDW! at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., Tarrytown Music
Hall, 13 Main Street. Info: 631-3390, Ext.100 or
http://tarrytownmusichall.org.
Short Fiction: A course on revising short fiction
from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Hudson Valley
Writers Center, 300 Riverside Drive, Sleepy Hollow. Fee: $124. Taught by Beth Hahn, this course
will cover editing and techniques for short a/k/a
“flash” fiction. Info: 332-5953.

Sunday 16
Community Fun Day: The Shames JCC’s celebration of its 90th anniversary concludes with a
Community Fun Day from 1 to 4 p.m. Rain or
shine, activities for all ages. The day includes the
grand reopening of the social action Afya Pop-Up,
where volunteers will once again sort medical
supplies that have been donated by hospitals and
health centers countrywide. 371 S. Broadway,
Tarrytown. Info: https://www.shamesjcc.org or
366-7898.

Tuesday 18
Tiffany Jenkins Show: Tiffany Jenkins: This
Show Is Awkward AF, at 8 p.m., Tarrytown Music
Hall, 13 Main Street. Info: 631-3390, Ext.100
or http://tarrytownmusichall.org. Tiffany speaks
shamelessly, openly and honestly about her
past and addiction, as well as her struggles with
depression and anxiety.

Got an Event
to promote?
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Pink Floyd Tribute Band: The Machine performs Pink Floyd at 8 p.m. at Tarrytown Music
Hall, 13 Main Street. Info: 631-3390, Ext.100 or
http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 22
All in the Family: Enjoy an evening of thoughtful songs and plenty of familial harmonies with
Grammy Award-winning American folk singer
Loudon Wainwright III and acclaimed songwriters Suzzy Roche and Lucy Wainwright Roche, 8
p.m. at Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main Street.
Info: 631-3390, Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Tuesday 25
TBA Book Club: TBA Books @ Night members
will discuss The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish
at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy
Avenue, Tarrytown. Info: 631-1770.

Thursday 27
Happy Together Tour 2019: Sing along to the
soundtrack of the 60’s and 70’s at 8 p.m. at Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main Street. The Happy
Together Tour returns with six headline artists
who delivered the biggest hits of the era. Info:
631-3390, Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Saturday 29
The Joshua Show: 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. at Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main Street. A modern day
Mr. Rogers with hipster appeal, Joshua Holden
and his puppet sidekick, Mr. Nicholas, will bring
their award-winning family production. Info:
631-3390, Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Ongoing
Irvington Farmers Market: 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
every Sunday through November, in the Main
Street School parking lot. Visit: irvmkt.org for
more information about vendors, composting,
and what’s in season.
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Friday 21

Modern Dance Classes: RiverArts modern
dance classes taught by Mary Ford-Sussman,
Thursdays from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at Hastings Yoga,
34 Main Street, Hastings. Individual classes are
$25; multiple dance cards are available. Register
online at https://riverarts.org/educational-programs/dance-lessons/modern-dance-lessons.
Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call
631-1000 or visit http://jazzforumarts.org.
Pirate Quest: On Saturdays and Sundays from
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., children ages 5-8 hunt

www.thehudsonindependent.com

through the grounds to load precious cargo onto
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.
Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initiative:
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into
insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills.
Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.
Wine and Jazz Wednesdays: From 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita
Poblana in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapoblanany.com.

Tarrytown Farmers Market (TASH) every
Saturday until Thanksgiving, 8:30A.M. -2 P.M.
in Patriots Park. Free parking available at the John
Paulding School across Route 9 and streetside as
well. Visit http://tashfarmersmarket.org. for more
vendor and performance information and to find
out what’s in season.
Men’s Club: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m.
at the Shames JCC in Tarrytown. Meetings have
varied speakers and are open to the public free of
charge. Call 366-7898 or visit ShamesJCC.org.
Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club
meets on the second, third, and fourth Thursday

of the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.
Healthy Life Series: Phelps Memorial Hospital
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a
wide range of programs on health-related subjects
as well as health screenings and support groups.
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.
Torah Study: Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Avenue,
Tarrytown. Classes are also conducted on
Saturdays at 9 a.m. for a discussion of this week’s
Torah reading during conservative services. Info:
631-1770.

Rivertown Runners: The Rivertown Runners
group runs multiple times throughout the week.
The weekend group runs on the Rockefeller State
Park Preserve carriage trails. For more information
please visit www.rivertownrunners.org or follow
on Facebook. All are welcome.
Mah Jongg: Play Mah Jongg in a friendly, noncompetitive (no betting) gathering at Temple
Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Avenue, Mondays at 1
p.m. Free for Temple members; $2 per session for
guests. Call the Temple office at 631-1770 or email: adulted@tba-ny.org for more information.

In Our Libraries
Adult Events at the Irvington Public Library

Monday 3

The following events will be held at the Irvington
Public Library, 12 South Astor St. Info: Call 5917840, e-mail irvref@wlsmail.org or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Adult Summer Reading: Shelf Space: Adult
Summer Reading Program is being held from
June 3 through August 1. Read or listen to one
adult-level book, fill out a review sheet, and claim
a prize.

Thursday 6
Summer Book Sale: The Friends of the Irvington
Library will hold a book sale in the program
room of the library on June 6 from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m.; June 7 from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.; and on
June 8 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Featured will be
cookbooks, children’s books, and books about
gardening, travel and sports. Info: 591-7840.

Thursday 13

Wednesday 5

to-be, ages 2 and up, can collect stickers and
activity sheets each week.

Thursday 27
Moon Chasing: The video, American Experience,
Chasing the Moon, Part 1, excerpt Astronauts and
Politic, an advance look at the upcoming threepart PBS series, will be presented at 7 p.m.

Saturday 29

Tuesday 11

Events at the Dobbs Ferry Public Library

Pride Week Film: Buddies, directed by Arthur
Bressan, was the first feature-length drama about
AIDS. The film will be screened at 2 p.m.
The following events have been scheduled for the
Dobbs Ferry Public Library, 55 Main Street. For
more information, call 693-6614.

Thursday Evening Book Club: The group will
meet at 7:30 p.m. to discuss Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng. The club will not meet in
July and August but will reconvene on September
19 at 7:30 p.m.

Everybody’s Reading The Legend: A discussion
of Irving’s story will be held on June 11 at 2:30
p.m. and on June 13 at 7 p.m. Copies of the
story will be available at the circulation desk. The
programs are part of the year-long celebration of
the 200th Anniversary of Irving’s tale.

Tuesday 18

Wednesday 13

Slavery Lecture: The History of Slavery in Irvington, a lecture by Cathy Sears and Sarah Cox, will
be held at 7 p.m. The Friends of the Irvington
Library program is free, and refreshments will be
served.

Second Thursday Book Club: The group will
discuss The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving at 7 p.m.

Book Tastings: The second annual middle
school book tastings event will be held at 6 p.m.
Hungry for a good read? We’ll have books for
every appetite. Registration is required.

Dementia Conversation: At 6:30 p.m. get some
tips to assist with difficult conversations related to
dementia, including going to the doctor, deciding when to stop driving, and making legal and
financial plans. To RSVP for this free workshop,
contact the library at 631-7734.

Mary Calvi Book Talk: Emmy-winning CBS
news anchor Mary Calvi will take part in a book
talk/signing at 7 p.m. Calvi will discuss her
historic novel Dear George, Dear Mary: A Novel
of George Washington’s First Love. The program is
being presented by the Friends of the Dobbs Ferry
Library, which will hold its annual meeting at
6:30 p.m.

Thursday 13

Tuesday 18

Wednesday 12

DYI Book Fan: Join us in making a DIY low
tech cooling device out of a book at 5 p.m. Registration is required.

Mystery Book Club: The group will discuss The
Sunday Philosophy Club by Alexander McCallSmith at 11 a.m.

A Star is Born: The 2018 film starring Lady
GaGa and Bradley Cooper, who directed the
movie, will be screened at 1 p.m.

Wednesday 26

Thursday 20

Thursday 13

Natural Henna: Kick off your summer with
an authentic all natural, non-chemical Henna at
2 p.m. It is long lasting, yet temporary so your
mom won’t freak out. Registration is required.

Great Performance: Great Performances, Andre
Bocelli@60, a concert spotlighting his popular
music and opera repertoire, will be presented at
2 p.m.

Book Discussion: Colonel Brown’s Brown Bag
Book Discussion Group will meet at 1 p.m. For
the month of June, it’s Reader’s Choice -- Bring
your own book to talk about.

Thursday 27

Monday 24

Unplug and Unwind: Come and spend some
“unplugged” time on the last Thursday of the
month playing classic board and card games like
chess, checkers, Uno, Ticket to Ride, Dominion,
and Pandemic; or bring one of your own. Registration is required, but walk-ins are welcome to
the program, which begins at 5 p.m.

Summer Reading Game: The Summer Reading
Game will be held from June 24 through August
23. A Universe of Stories -- Join the game for fun
and prizes. Keep track of what you’re reading;
and once a week, answer a question and choose
a prize. The program is intended for readers and
kids learning to read, ages 4-12. Young readers-

Cult Classic Movie Night: Spike Lee’s 1989
film Do the Right Thing will be screened at 8 p.m.

Young Adult Events at the Irvington Public
Library

Saturday 22
Martial Arts Movie Mayhem: Police Story 3/
Super Cop, starring Jackie Chan, will be screened
at 2 p.m.

Hastings Pubic Library

Wednesday Afternoon Movies: Movies will be
screened every Wednesday in June at 2 p.m. This
month’s schedule is: June 5: That Touch of Mink;
June 12: The Upside; June 19: They Shall Not
Grow Old; and June 26: First Man.

Monday 17

Taught the World to Laugh (and Cry).

Wednesday 5
Plant-Based Nutrition: The Power of PlantBased Nutrition: Healthy Food to Prep for the
Season will be held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Advanced
registration is required. Sign up at the circulation
desk, or call 693-6614.

The following event has been scheduled for the
Hastings Public Library, 7 Maple Avenue. Info:
478-3307.

Sunday 9
History Talk: At 2:00 p.m. in the Orr Room,
Dr. Erik Weiselberg, principal historian for
Revolutionary Westchester 250, Inc. and for
Revolutionary Hastings, will present a slide show
lecture: Adventures in the Neutral Ground: The
Battle of Edgar’s Lane & the Revolutionary War in
Hastings. Free admission. For more information,
visit Hastings Historical Society and Revolutionary Hastings at: https://hastingshistorical.org/
revolutionaryhastings.shtml or email hhscottage@
gmail.com.

Thursday 6

Saturday 15
Children’s Book Reading: At 11:00 a.m.,
author Gary Golio and illustrator Ed Young will
read and sign their new children’s biography
picture book, Smile: How Young Charlie Chaplin

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT
WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE
COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.
92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591
Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Events at the Warner Library
The following events have been scheduled for the
Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown.
For more information call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

Saturday 1
June Exhibits: This month in the main gallery,
Sleepy Hollow Middle School students will have
their artwork in various media displayed. Exhibited on the stairwell is photography and collages
by Kenyan Thornell. On the third floor, Tarsicio
Ciancio-Fine’s landscapes will be presented.

Come browse our selection of
hand-selected books,
unique cards and more!
Open seven days a week.
Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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Happy. Healthy. Loved. These are the dreams we have for our children.
So we cherish the moments when little giggles fill the room, imaginations take us on great
adventures, and when it seems our hearts could burst with pride and love.
Here and now, we’d stop time if we could. Because when kids are being kids, we all feel better.

Let’s get every child covered.
If your child needs health insurance,
Fidelis Care is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call: 1-888-FIDELIS
Click: fideliscare.org/everychildcovered
Visit: A Fidelis Care community office
near you. Search for locations
at fideliscare.org/offices

1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547)

TTY: 711

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health Plus,
Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health, The Official Health
Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

