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OPEN JAM SESSIONS 
FEAT. DAVID JANEWAY TRIO  

1ST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH (JULY 7) 8�10 PM

TICKETS: JAZZFORUMARTS.ORG/TICKETS

1 DIXON LANE, TARRYTOWN NY    
914-631-1000 

JULY 21 
NANNY ASSIS GROUP
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

JULY 28
CHARNET T MOFFET T TRIO

JULY 7
ROSEANNA VITRO 
& THE DAVID JANEWAY TRIO
�������������������
���������������

JULY 14
MICHAEL FORMANEK QUARTET


�
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JULY 5 & 6
DUDUKA DA FONSECA 
& BRAZILIAN JAZZ ALL STARS 
������� ���������� ��SAMBA JAZZ & JOBIM!

JULY 12 &13 (PICTURED)
CARMEN LUNDY

JULY 19 & 20
JASON MARSALIS & 
������������������� �������

JULY 26 & 27
SHERMA ANDREWS
���������������� ������������

7 & 9:30 PM 

PRESENTING SPONSOR

by Char Weigel

Kids’ Club had a lot to celebrate at its 
Sixth Annual Breakfast for Bedding event 
on June 20 at the home of President Jen-
nifer Green. The local non-profit kicked 
off its 10th year by distributing 35 pieces 
of dorm bedding and over $3,600 in gift 
cards to a group of hardworking seniors at 
Sleepy Hollow High School. Some of these 
students, all of whom will be the first in 
their families to attend college, spoke about 
the impact of Kids’ Club on their lives. 

Kids’ Club helps level the playing field for 
underserved Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow 
youth by funding a variety of life-changing 
programs from birth through college prep 
and beyond. Among the more than 20 pro-
grams it supports annually, Kids’ Club has 
funded Latino U College Access and FAF-
SA First (college financial aid) trainings for 
students and parents; afterschool and sum-
mer camp programs at RSHM Life Cen-
ter; the Villages of Tarrytown and Sleepy 
Hollow Recreation Department summer 
camps; theater programs run by the Fam-
ily YMCA at Tarrytown and the Tarry-
town Music Hall; literacy programs for our 
youngest community members, and more. 
The students shared stories about how 
these programs made a difference in their 
lives and their paths to college.

Amber will enter New York University 
this fall as a computer science major. She 
credited her parents who sacrificed every-

thing to emigrate from the Dominican Re-
public so she could attend Sleepy Hollow 
High School, and the drama programs she 
loved for helping build her confidence. 

Erik will attend the Honors Program 
at the University of Rhode Island with a 
scholarship to pursue a degree in entrepre-

neurship. He said his parents 
emigrated from Ecuador 
“when they were 19. For me. 
Even though I wasn’t born 
yet.” He continued, “Some-
times I don’t see my dad for 
a week because he works 
multiple jobs. I pay them 
back with my grades.” He 
still returns to the RSHM 
Life Center to see Andrea 
who “educated me in life 
in their afterschool and 
summer programs.” While 
maintaining a weighted av-
erage of over 100%, Erik has 
already shown his entrepre-
neurial spirit by helping to 
launch ArtesaniasGermania, 
an Etsy store selling hand-
painted ceramics for which 
he will manage logistics and 
finances, as well as an online 
book-selling business.

The young scholars at the 
Breakfast for Bedding event 
were also determined to pay 
it forward. Geanfranco, a ris-

ing sophomore at Clarkson University with 
a scholarship to pursue industrial engineer-
ing and business management, helped cre-
ate the ENLA (English as a New Language 
Ambassador) program at the high school. 
When he arrived from Peru, he was eager 
to learn but puzzled by American culture. 
He and others formed ENLA to help im-
migrant students assimilate into life in 
Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown. They give 
insider tours of the high school, advice on 
reading confusing class schedules, and hold 
monthly programs to experience American 
culture. “Halloween around here is a big 
surprise for them, “ laughed Lissbeth, 2019 
ENLA president. “Once we show them 
how to carve a pumpkin, they go home and 

show their whole family. They make friends 
and acclimate at the same time.” Lissbeth, 
who will be attending Fairfield University 
in the fall, remembers being 13 years old 
and not speaking English when she arrived. 
“I want to help others in my same position 
and make my parents proud.”

The Breakfast for Bedding event was also 
an opportunity to recognize Kids’ Club’s 
10th year milestone and its “10 for 10” 
anniversary program. “Rather than a big 
fundraising gala,” said Heidi Schwartz, 
Vice President and Development Chair, 
“we are hoping the community will help 
us do at least 10 smaller events.”  One of 
the first events was a children’s birthday 
party in which the birthday boy asked for 
Kids’ Club donations rather than presents. 
The “10 for 10” program invites individu-
als to hold their own fundraisers, and will 
also include wine tasting and “Dine Out 
for Kids’ Club” events this fall. “Kids’ Club 
has donated over $900,000 to local pro-
grams,” said Green. “We hope to reach the 
$1,000,000 milestone this year.” 

Students at Breakfast for Bedding were 
excited to pick out comforters, sheets and 
gift cards to ease the financial pressure of 
equipping a dorm room. Ibeth was think-
ing about the moment when she trades her 
bedroom at home for a freshman dorm 
at Clark University where she will double 
major in psychology and biology. Ibeth’s 
parents initially left her sister behind with 
relatives in Ecuador to emigrate so Ibeth 
could have the education they never had. 
She brimmed with confidence for her fu-
ture. “I was a shy, quiet girl until I attended 
a sleep-away camp in Maine thanks to the 
support of Kids’ Club,” she said. “I found 
my voice there.” Ibeth used that voice as 
the soloist at the 2019 Memorial Day cel-
ebration in Patriots Park. The song? “God 
Bless America.”

Kids’ Club’s Breakfast for Bedding Event and 10th Anniversary

Maria and Ibeth pose with bedding during June 20 
event. 

—Photo: Char Weigel
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by Tom Pedulla

They’re back.
Shortstop Sean McCarthy, third baseman 

Alec Bjorkland, righthander Gavin Ryan 
and catcher Matthew Bischof are back for 
what may well be their final season together 
in forming the nucleus of Sleepy Hollow’s 
veteran travel team.

They have been together since they were 
nine years old and are now competing in the 
20-23 age bracket of the Greater Hudson 
Valley Baseball League.

“Everybody gets along,” said coach Rob-
ert Bischof of the rare chemistry the team 
enjoys. “We have a lot of fun in practices 
and in games.”

Jared Carey and Joe Cabrera are outfield-
ers flanking wide-ranging centerfielder D.J. 
Owen. Righthander Chris Williams and 
second baseman Fili Veraz are two more 
significant players. Ben Oshins and German 

Jiminez are valuable in utility roles.
This is a group accustomed to winning. 

Bischof does not look for that to change.
“I expect them to be very competitive,” he 

said. “I anticipate going deep into the play-
offs.”

Hopes also are high for Sleepy Hollow’s 
17-and-under travel team. Righthander 
Devin Batheja, who has a good fastball and 
an outstanding curveball and mixes them 
well, is joined by Andrew Walek in heading 
a solid pitching corps handled by catcher 
Manny Abreu.

Patrick Smith and Luke McCarthy will 
look to light a spark at the top of the lineup 
for third-place power hitter Ramon Salazar 
and Abreu. Ryan Owen provides a slick-
fielding first baseman adept at handling 
whatever errant throws come his way. Talon 
Carsto and Gabe Flores are two outfielders 
of note. Eren Arduino is a newcomer to the 
roster looking to carve out a role.

Coach Sean McCarthy is optimistic about 
the team’s prospects.

“It’s a 20-game schedule,” he noted, “and 
we’re looking to win the majority of them.”

McCarthy added, “I think we’re definitely 
a contender for a great playoff spot. We are 
going to rely on our pitching staff and de-
fense. If we make the routine plays, we are 
going to go a long way this summer.”

McCarthy is emphasizing improved 
pitching, situational hitting and defensive 
fundamentals with the hope that will trans-
late into success for the Sleepy Hollow High 
School varsity. That team narrowly missed 
the playoffs this spring.

Coach Gene Arduino was pleased to start 
the summer season with 18 players on a 
team that will compete in a division for 10 
and nine-year-olds. 

“We have a collection of really good ath-
letes, and we are turning that athleticism to-
ward baseball,” Arduino said. He noted that 

the rise of other sports such as lacrosse and a 
preoccupation with video games have made 
it more challenging to fill baseball rosters.

The pitching staff offers promise with 
lefthander Aaron Rodriguez and righthand-
ers Miles Dunn and Michael Variano. Sevan 
Arduino and Jack McCarthy are making 
progress as middle infielders while John 
Saraceno handles third base. 

The team has the luxury of two capable 
catchers, A.J. Kumar (an eight-year-old) and 
Charlie Farbman. Daniel McCarthy, Jack’s 
twin brother, is an outfielder with potential.

Arduino’s emphasis is on individual and 
team improvement rather than compiling 
a winning record due to the age group and 
inexperience of his players.

“We’re a developmental team, meaning 
I don’t expect to be highly competitive this 
year,” he said. “But I do expect them to grow 
in both skill mechanics and the strategic 
thinking of the game.”

by Tom Pedulla

One thousand shots per day.
That is the goal for Dimaunie Meredith, 

an aspiring Division 1 basketball player who 
recently signed with Westchester Commu-
nity College after leading Dobbs Ferry High 
School to the Section 1 Class B title.

The 6-4, 190-pound Meredith provided a 
strong inside scoring threat in addition to 
his rebounding and defensive prowess as the 
Eagles went 21-5 and soared to their first 
title in 52 years. He knows he needs to im-
prove his outside shooting, though, and for 
that reason he set 1,000 shots per day as his 
target.

 “I don’t hit it every day,” he said. “But I 
try my best to.”

 He often must launch that many shots 
without the benefit of a rebounder. It is not 
uncommon for him to complete the ardu-
ous drill at 10 p.m. as he attempts to lock in 
improved shooting mechanics and develop 
greater range. Coaches are working with 
him on positioning of his elbows and on de-
veloping a better arc to his shot.

“I definitely feel I have a lot to work on,” 
Meredith said. “I don’t think I fulfilled my 
potential.”

That is a big statement considering that 
the 17-year-old earned All-League, All-Con-
ference and All-Section honors as a senior. 
Dobbs Ferry Coach Scott Patrillo is among 
those excited about the teenager’s future.

“He’s just starting to scrape the surface of 
what he is going to be as a basketball player. 
He’s becoming a much more complete play-
er,” Patrillo said. “He continues to work on 
his craft every day.”

Meredith attracted interest from Division 
2 and Division 3 schools. Patrillo is con-
vinced his former player can develop into a 
Division 1 prospect and applauded his deci-
sion to sign with Westchester.

“I think Dimaunie made a really good 
choice as far as what his plans are for next 
year in deciding to go to Westchester Com-
munity College,” the coach said. “He’s go-
ing to be able to stay local. He’s going to 
have the chance to grow a little bit.”

Due to his age, there is still the possibil-
ity that Meredith could add an inch or two, 

a seemingly slight increase that could make 
a big difference. He is a soft-spoken young 
man who is still growing in other respects.

He recently completed his studies at 
Dobbs Ferry with a six-week internship at 
the school that is required of all seniors. 
Among other things, he assisted with some 
of the details related to graduation. He ex-
pressed interest in learning about business 
and finance as he continues his education.

Meredith believes his final season at 
Dobbs Ferry was invaluable in helping him 
to develop in ways that had nothing to do 
with his skills as a guard who is also capable 
of playing forward.

“It taught me how to fight through adver-
sity and not give up,” he said.

Patrillo views Westchester Community 
College as a logical next step for Meredith.

“He’ll get acclimated to college life. He’ll 
get acclimated to college basketball,” he 
said. “I think it will be the perfect stepping-
stone for his future in college basketball. 
You’re going to see him grow and evolve as a 
player. I think there will be a lot more offers 
down the road.”

Meredith looks forward to continuing to 
play in front of family members and friends 
at Westchester. Although he was not prom-
ised a specific role or playing time, he said, 
“It all seems fairly promising and I think I’m 
going to get an opportunity to show every-
one what I can do.”

He thinks Division 1 scholarship offers 
are attainable. At the least, they are worth 
shooting for.

Sleepy Hollow Travel Baseball Squads Confident in Summer Season

Graduating Dobbs Ferry Sharpshooter Targeting College Career

Sports
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Dimaunie Meredith will be taking his 
basketball talents to WCC.

Kids’ Club’s Breakfast for Bedding Event and 10th Anniversary
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Editor’s Note: Admit it, few of us –  be-
yond the Legend that puts us on the map 
–have actually read The Sketch Book col-
lection it lives in. Here’s a primer on The 
Sketch Book itself in this second install-
ment excerpt from a new introduction for 
the collection by Krista Madsen. Copies of 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Other 
Stories (RacePoint Publishing) are avail-
able at the Hudson Valley Writers Center.

by Krista Madsen

The Sketch Book contains a hodgepodge of 
styles and subjects that reflect Washington 
Irving’s jack-of-all-trades tendencies as the 
author of satire, history, biography, travel-
ogue. Most of the pieces are brief essays, or 
sketches, on different aspects of England, 
its countryside and funeral customs; his 
“poetical pilgrimage” to Shakespeare’s turf; 
his daydreaming in Westminster Abbey; 
and a whole series on the simple joys of 
English Christmas.

Many pieces convey Irving’s reverence for 
England and, often, his anxiety of influ-
ence. He writes about grand old Britain for 
New Nation Americans, while, in pieces 
set in America (including a few tributes to 
the North American “savage”) he is con-
scious of the judgment of British readers. 
He straddles countries, genres, and identi-
ties, worried what everyone will think of 
the feat. 

Having some disguise might help. Ir-
ving’s first hit stateside had been a satiri-
cal Dutch history of New York under the 
pseudonym Diedrich Knickerbocker. The 
surname quickly got slapped on many 
products and businesses around the city, 
becoming a term for New Yorkers them-
selves (and later, their basketball team). 
For The Sketch Book, Irving shields himself 
as Geoffrey Crayon, Gentleman, who – at 
least in Manhattan – readers would know 
was Washington Irving, though here the 
style is more fluid, serious and refined than 
rougher Knickerbocker. 

In the fictional pieces of The Sketch Book, 
Irving goes even deeper into the name 
game by reviving Knickerbocker. Irving 
writes “Rip Van Winkle” as Crayon, tran-
scribing the story from Knickerbocker’s 
papers, relayed to him by Rip himself. In 
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” Crayon 
again borrows Knickerbocker’s narration, 
this time overheard at a meeting from some 
shabby old fellow. 

The dizzying layers continue within the 
stories themselves. Irving moves a popu-
lar German folk tale to the Catskills: Rip, 
free from his nagging wife, awakes from a 
20-year-nap to find a second life in shar-
ing his own saga. After “The Specter Bride-
groom” – some “traveler’s tale” set in Ger-
many – there’s an endnote that the story 
must have been “suggested to the Old Swiss 
by a little French anecdote.” Sharing ghost 
stories is an aunt’s favorite pastime, un-
til she thinks she sees a ghost, passes out, 
and excitedly continues sharing. And, the 
“baron nearly frightened some of the la-
dies into hysterics with the history of the 
goblin horseman that carried away the fair 
Leonora.” 

Irving throws some version of this myth-
ic goblin horseman into his teenage haunts 

up the Hudson, where, as “The Legend” 
puts it, “A drowsy, dreamy influence seems 
to hang over the land, and to pervade the 
very atmosphere.”

Which brings us to the rich description 
in The Sketch Book, and Irving’s ability to 
bring to life so vividly and enduringly such 
landscapes and characters. In “The Legend” 
he proves he’s even something of a food-
writer, as lanky Ichabod Crane droolingly 
imagines everything in his surroundings 
as an edible feast and his infatuation with 
Katrina Van Tassel seems all mixed up with 
the promise of pastries at her house party. 

Irving’s tendencies lean more toward a 
mix of observation and imagination than 
deeper commentary. In “The Author’s Ac-
count of Himself,” he writes, “I have wan-
dered through different countries, and wit-
nessed many of the shifting scenes of life. I 
cannot say that I have studied them with 
the eye of a philosopher, but rather with the 
sauntering gaze with which humble lovers 
of the picturesque stroll from the window 
of one print shop to another, caught some-
times by the delineations of beauty, some-
times by the distortion of caricature, and 
sometimes by the loveliness of landscape.”

The Sketch Book numbers three official 
short stories (about stories) and two pieces 
that start off realistically but soon go else-
where, ultimately exposing Irving’s longing 
for the longevity and reach of his own writ-
ing. In “The Art of Book Making” and “The 
Mutability of Literature,” author portraits 
come to life in a library and a book talks, 
saying, “I was written for all the world.”

Installment Two: The Sketch Book Itself

by Richard Slingerland, Tarrytown  
Village Administrator

As many kids probably first experienced 
folklore and legends, my first experience 
with Washington Irving’s “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow” and “Rip Van Winkle” 
were through Walt Disney. Growing up in 
Yonkers, with my grandparents living in 
Irvington at the time, my family provided 
me with early experiences reading his sto-
ries, visiting Sunnyside and listening to the 
Disney LP that had Washington Irving’s 
stories and songs on it.  It was a key part 
of American folklore to have his stories be 
part of my early experiences with writing 
and literature. 

Here is the link to the LP record of the 
story of “Rip Van Winkle” and “The Leg-
end of Sleepy Hollow.”  The song at 12:12 
minutes on Rip Van Winkle is something 

I still recall as a child, and I passed along 
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” tale to my 
daughter, nieces and nephews when they 
were young. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SK856a4eY7Q

Washington Irving and his stories mean 
the same to me now if not much more than 
as a child, because of his being so strongly 
rooted to the Hudson rivertowns and Tar-
rytown, as well as being reinforced during 
my work here as Village Administrator.  
He’s part of the fabric of the communities 
up and down the Hudson River, as well 
as part of the fabric of America.  Story-
telling of the caliber that we experienced 
with writers like Washington Irving, James 
Fenimore Cooper, Mark Twain, and other 
greats of American literature are part of 
our legacy, and here in Tarrytown we’re 
privileged to have him be woven directly 
into the cloth that makes up our history. 

Tune into Indy Talks, The Hudson  

Independent’s monthly cable TV  

interview show. This month, our 

guest is Lee Kennedy, Sleepy 

Hollow collector of American 

flags, some of which he will display on the show. 

The show airs on Cablevision channel 75 and Fios 

channel 34 within the Town of Greenburgh each  

Friday of the month at 9:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m. and 8:30 

p.m. It will soon be available 24/7 on our website, 

www.thehudsonindependent.com, and Facebook.

INDY TALKS
Celebrating “The Legend”  
Bicentennial: What Washington 
Irving Means to Me

Got an Event  
to promote?

Post It Free on our Events Calendar
Go to: thehudsonindependent.com

& Click on WHAT’S HAPPENING  
in the Navigation bar at top

Your Community Newspaper Since 2006



Robert Horton knew, immediately, that 
this space in Sleepy Hollow could become 
their new home away from home – “ a per-
fect fit,” as he noted. Denise added, “We 
had a good feeling when we walked in, like 
our first place, like having people into our 
living room every night.” Luckily, they in-
herited some of the former staff who 
knew the clientele, so customers do 
feel right at home. 

Fresh focaccia greets diners, with 
a small black skillet of excellent vir-
gin olive oil on the side. The menu is 
straightforward, casual and provides 
plenty of gluten-free plus vegan op-
tions. (With four daughters, two of 
whom are vegetarians and two of 
whom are vegan, the Hortons learned 
to prepare tasty dishes for those with 
health or personal eating priorities.) 
Chef Horton’s sous chef, Edwin Vega 
is the former chef from Red Zebra, a 
knowledgeable and experienced cook.

“Apps” feature everything from steamed 
mussels to an avocado toast topped with 
chipotle hot sauce and crispy shallots. Local 
burrata crostini is accompanied by EVOO 
(extra virgin olive oil) and micro basil. 
Chorizo chipotle meatballs arrive with a 
sweet and sour sauce. The two signature 
apps, however, are the “crab and shrimp 
cake” with roasted corn relish and creamy 

shallot grain mustard. Horton’s crab cakes 
are filled with properly cooked shellfish, 
not bread filler; they are crunchy on the ex-
terior, moist and taste-filled in the interior. 
His “spinach and artichoke croquettes” 
melt in your mouth, and gain just the right 
“bite” with his pepper aioli.  Rare seared 

tuna nachos could be a light meal in itself, 
certainly enough for everyone at the table 
to share; avocado, jalapeno and spicy mayo 
aoli, are all perfect accompaniments for the 
rare tuna that replace the usual heavy beans 
and cheese. 

Horton is well-known for his fish prepa-
rations, so don’t miss his pan roasted mahi 
mahi, served with broccoli rabe, cannel-
lini beans in a delicate white port sauce 

and topped with tomato olive relish. The 
different tastes and textures meld into a 
well-structured dish founded on perfectly 
cooked, light and flaky mahi mahi. Oth-
er fish specials appear on the menu daily, 
though diners also have the opportunity 
to try Horton’s grilled organic salmon 
with saffron rice, asparagus and spinach in 
sherry port vinaigrette, with mango salsa. 
Don’t forget to request how you prefer your 
salmon cooked, as it normally comes me-
dium rare (much preferred, I might add). 

A hefty 14 oz. prime sirloin gets sub-
stantial taste accompaniments via roasted 
portobello mushrooms, gorgonzola butter, 
fried or mashed potatoes. A daily special 
might be a 14 oz. pork chop equivalent. 
Burgers, fried chicken or grilled flat iron 

are served on rolls with shoestring 
fries and rosemary slaw.

As for vegan and gluten-free op-
tions on the menu, don’t hesitate to 
ask your waiter for advice when you 
order to make sure you get the choice 
you wish.  Salads can be topped by 
your choice of chicken, salmon or 
steak, even barbecued tofu, all for 
additional amounts. “Flats” come 
laden with sausage or bacon plus ac-
companiments, and vegans will love 
the mushroom, vegan parmesan and 
crispy artichoke version.

“Not Reds” and “Not Whites” are 
all reasonably priced by the bottle or glass. 
A lovely summer rose seems to be flying 
out the door. TBoy’s six special cocktails 
have been seasonally crafted. And there’s 
plenty of beers on draught or in cans and 
bottles for those who need an ice cold brew. 
Check the chalkboard for IPA’s, more spe-
cial cocktails and featured wines. An ex-
pansive espresso machine is also on hand 
for those who wish that meal ending or 

mid-day  “pick me up.”
The shimmering capacious wood bar 

seats 12, with high tops also available for 
just drinks and/or dining.  And, the back 
garden patio is open seasonally, with seat-
ing for 20. It’s a lovely spot filled with pots 
of fresh rosemary, tomatoes, basil, marjo-
ram and oregano. Not only is the smell 
divine, the flavor of those herbs enliven 
TBoy’s preparations. 

Who is TBoy one might ask? He’s De-
nise’s father, whose face greets customers 
on Beekman, a French Canadian who was 
small as a child (thus “tboy,” short for petite 
boy) but grew up to be over six feet tall. 
He loved good food and wine and would 
sit at the Horton’s bar awaiting custom-
ers. When the first ones walked in, he 
would spread his arms wide and announce, 
“Showtime!” Denise recalled. Well, T’Boy, 
it’s definitely “showtime” at “your” bistro in 
Sleepy Hollow.

Food for Thought

If You Go
TBoy’s Bistro
31 Beekman Avenue
914-909-6151
Hours:
Tues.-Thurs.: 5 p.m.- 9:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat.: 5 p.m.- 10 p.m.
Sun.: 5 p.m.- 9 p.m.
tboysbistro.com

TBoy’s Bistro – a New Neighborhood 
Restaurant in Sleepy Hollow

by Linda Viertel

Hospitality is the hallmark at TBoy’s, an American bistro that just 
opened on May 21st but already has dozens of repeat customers. 
Clientele are often greeted with a big-hearted hug by owner Denise 

Horton, who, together with her co-owner and husband, Chef Robert Horton, 
have created a welcoming gathering spot with casual dining for locals and 
rivertown visitors. At the top of Beekman Avenue (housed in the former Red 
Zebra/Finalmente space), TBoy’s is an homage to Denise’s father as well as 
a return to the Horton’s original restaurant roots.

Clockwise from Left: Outdoor dining is a 
strength at TBoy’s in Sleepy Hollow; copi-
ous salads and seafood dishes; a toast 
to avocado toast! 
 
Bottom left: comfort food in the form of 
an apple cherry crisp with Tahitian vanilla 
ice cream.
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James Maloney, 71
James M. Maloney, 

a longtime resident of 
Tarrytown, died unex-
pectedly June 23. He 
was 71. 

Born in New York 
City on March 15, 
1948, he was the son 
of Bartholomew and 
Anne Donnelly Maloney. At a young age, 
his family relocated to Elmira, NY, where 
he was raised. He came back to this area to 
attend Manhattan College from which he 
graduated in 1970. On October 20, 1979, 
he married Susan Smyth in Transfigura-
tion Church in Tarrytown where they then 
settled. 

Mr. Maloney spent his career in the 
Title Insurance business and was a part-
ner at the Great American Title Agency 
in White Plains. He was a parishioner of 
Transfiguration Church where he served as 
a Eucharistic Minister. He was a Life Active 
member of Hope Hose Company #1 of the 
Tarrytown Fire Department for more than 
40 years. He had been the treasurer of the 
company for more than 30 years and was 
also an ex-captain. He was a member of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick both in NYC 
and Westchester. He had served on the Tar-
rytown Zoning Board and was a member of 
numerous Real Estate Boards in Westches-
ter. He was also an associate member of the 
Westchester County Bar Association, the 
White Plains Bar Association and the East-
chester Bar Association. 

He was an avid golfer and will be remem-
bered as a fun-loving man who was beloved 
by many. Most of all, he loved his family. 
He is survived by his daughter Clare, his 
siblings Patricia Dunbar, Mary Roe, Nancy 
Kist, Catherine Maloney, John Maloney 
and Peter Maloney, as well as many nieces 
and nephews.

Jane Morgenstern, 77
Jane Morgenstern, a longtime resident of 

Dobbs Ferry, died May 23. She was 77. 
She graduated from Brooklyn College 

with a Bachelor of Arts in English and 
American Literature. She started her selfless 
career for the NYC Department of Social 
Services in the Bureau of Child Welfare. She 
then worked in the NYC Mayor’s Office of 
Labor Relations and as an Impartial Labor 
Arbitrator. She continued in Westchester in 
1998 and served as a Trustee of the Village 
of Dobbs Ferry, a Trustee of the Dobbs Fer-
ry Historical Society and co-chaired the In-
ter Village Continuing Education Advisory 
Board. In 2002, she was appointed as a Pub-
lic Member and Chair of the Westchester 
County Rent Guidelines Board. Notably, 
she spent more than 50 years dedicated to 
public service. She worked to give hope and 
empower those who were disenfranchised 
with her level of commitment, dedication 
and kindness. She received many awards 
from the New York Senate, New York As-
sembly, New York Governor, Westchester 
County Executive, Chairman and Legisla-
tor. She was also honored by Westchester 
County and the Town of Greenburgh with 
the declaration of March 4, 2019 being 

Jane Morgenstern Day. 

Herbert LeFevre, 94
Herbert Peter LeFevre, a 50-year resident 

of Tarrytown, died peacefully June 2 sur-
rounded by his family. He was 94.

He grew up in New Paltz, New York, 
graduating from New Paltz High School 
in 1943. He proudly served his country in 
World War II as a member of the United 
States Army. He became a paratrooper with 
the 517th Parachute Regimental Combat 
Team, which joined the 82nd Airborne. 
He was in the Ardennes Campaign, includ-
ing the Battle of the Bulge. He earned the 
Bronze Star Medal. Mr. LeFevre graduated 
from Rollins College (Florida) where he 
played baseball. He then attended Cornell 
School of Hotel Management. He worked 
for IBM, Marriott, and then for Vulcan 
Hart Corporation for many years selling 
commercial food service equipment. He en-
joyed the Adirondack Mountains and it was 
there that he met his loving wife of 48 years, 
Anne DiRenzo LeFevre. 

He was an avid outdoorsman, conserva-
tionist and golfer. He loved to spend time 
with his family, especially at their camp in 
the Adirondacks, hiking, fishing and shar-
ing stories around the campfire. He loved to 
watch his grandsons play baseball and de-
lighted in their love of the sport. He had a 
great sense of humor and a kind spirit. 

Angelina Bonavita, 79
Angelina Bonavita, formerly of Irvington, 

and most recently of Dobbs Ferry, died June 
4 at her residence. She was 79.

Born in New York City, she was a retired 
make-up artist with Saks Fifth Avenue in 
White Plains. She is survived by her de-
voted husband, Antonio (Tony) Bonavita, 
Jr. of Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. and by her loving 
sons, Antonio  (Francesca) Bonavita, III of 
Warwick, N.Y., Steven (Lisa) Bonavita of 
Brookfield, CT., and James P. (Nicole) Bo-
navita of Middle Village, Queens, N.Y. Also 
survived by her 11 cherished grandchil-
dren, Jennifer, Nicholas, Maria, Christo-
pher, Matthew, Angelina, James II, Michael 
Morena, Antonio IV, Thomas and Frank. 

Gertrude Hrotko, 86
Gertrude (Trudy) Hrotko, a longtime 

resident of Sleepy Hollow, died June 7. She 
was 86. 

Born in Flatbush Brooklyn, she was a 
member of the Sleepy Hollow Seniors, 
Neighborhood House and Past President of 
the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles.

She is survived by her loving husband of 
66 years, Frank Hrotko, son Frank (Kim), 
daughter Susan, brother Jerome, three 
grandchildren, Frank, Tara (Alex), and 
Danielle and three great-grandchildren, 
Talex, Greyson, and Zander. 

Barbara Lockard, 91
Barbara (Bobbie) Chamberlain Lockard, 

a lifelong resident of Sleepy Hollow, died 
peacefully June 4. She was 91.

Born in Tarrytown Hospital, she loved 
and enjoyed family and friends, music, 

Obituaries
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by Dean Gallea for TEAC

In case you haven’t heard, Con Ed has 
slapped a moratorium on most new natu-
ral gas hookups in lower Westchester for 
the foreseeable future. They say that, with 
many people having switched from expen-
sive oil to cheaper – and more efficient – 
natural gas heating, there is not enough 
capacity in their pipelines to maintain 
adequate pressure in case of a particularly 
cold winter. And, with Governor Cuomo’s 
rejection of the proposed capacity increase 
in the Williams gas pipeline, Con Ed isn’t 
likely to lift their ban anytime soon.

So, what’s a homeowner or builder to do? 
Installing an oil heat system seems like a 
bad choice, both for the wallet and the en-
vironment. Using biomass – wood or pellet 
fuel – is a labor of love, with the emphasis 
on labor. Net Zero (passive) homes rely 
mostly on solar energy for heating, with 
electricity as a backup, but are expensive to 
build, and can still require active cooling in 
the summer. And traditional electric heat-
ing is really expensive to run in our area 
and climate.

There’s another alternative, for either 
new or existing homes, that makes sense 
all around: The ground-source (or geo-
thermal) heat pump (GSHP). GSHPs are 
a highly efficient, renewable energy tech-
nology for space heating and cooling. They 
rely on the fact that the Earth below a few 
feet from the surface has a relatively con-
stant temperature – about 55 degrees F – 
warmer than the air in winter and cooler 
than the air in summer. A heat pump can 
transfer heat stored in the Earth into a 
building during the winter, and transfer 
heat out of the building during the sum-
mer. Though a GSHP is powered by elec-
tricity, it can produce many times more 
heat than a traditional electric space heater 
would produce from the same amount of 
electrical energy. That makes it economical 
to run even in our expensive Con Ed util-
ity region, plus it would be powered by the 
100% renewable energy (wind, solar and 
hydro) we get from the Westchester Power 
CCA most of our Villages have purchased. 
And it’s at least as efficient in cooling as a 
high-efficiency central air conditioner.

(For the technically-inclined: Heat 
pumps – whether ground or air-sourced – 
use a closed-loop liquid-gas compression 
cycle, similar to conventional refrigeration, 
but reversing the roles of condenser and 
evaporator when switched from heating to 
cooling mode. GSHPs use a liquid heat-
exchanger to transfer heat between the 

indoor refrigeration loop and an outdoor 
buried loop that in turn exchanges heat 
with the Earth.)

If you’re still with us, you probably want 
to know what else is needed to use this 
great technology. Breaking it down:
1 �This is only for individual homes, 

not (yet) for apartment buildings or 
commercial buildings that are not 
specifically designed for GSHPs.

2 �The mechanical parts of a GSHP 
can easily be installed new, or 
retrofitted to a home that currently 
has a forced-air heating/cooling 
system, serving as the furnace and 
using the existing supply and return 
ductwork.

3 �The outdoor part – the under-
ground loop – requires drilling one 
or more fairly-deep boreholes in the 
area around your house. The num-
ber of holes depends on the volume 
of the heated areas of your house, 
but is usually from one to three. 
They go down several hundred feet, 
and have to be well separated from 
each other, so your property needs 
to be large enough for that, and 
have access for a 30-foot-long drill-
ing truck.

4 �If you don’t already have central air 
conditioning, your electric service 
capacity may have to be increased – 
and your circuit panel replaced – to 
accommodate the GSHP’s compres-
sor motor.

5 �The cost for a GSHP system is 
several times that of a conventional 
high-efficiency gas-fired HVAC 
system, but it can be purchased on 
a payment plan that lowers annual 

heating costs from the first year. 
There is also an incentive of up to 
$5000 through Con Edison to go 
geothermal.

To verify your house’s qualifications for 
a GSHP system, contact a company that 
specializes in these installations; you don’t 

want to cut corners here. Sustainable West-
chester vetted some local companies for 
their “Heat Smart Westchester” program, 
now extended to all residents of its 43 
member communities. The chosen vendor, 
Dandelion Energy (https://dandelionen-
ergy.com/), is a startup that spun out of 
Google X’s research and development lab. 
To contact them and get an assessment of 
your home’s potential for a GSHP system, 
visit http://www.sustainablewestchester.
org/geothermal.

The U.S. Dept. of Energy has more 
general information about GSHPs here: 
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/heat-
and-cool/heat-pump-systems/geothermal-
heat-pumps.

dancing, animals, lakes, fishing, ocean 
beaches, spending time at Jack’s camp in the 
Poconos and the Hawaiian Islands.

She is survived by her children Joan 
Hughes (Greg), Yarmouth, ME, James 
Lockard, Athens, NY, Lynn Lockard (Scott 
Williamson), Patterson, NY, Kathleen Col-
lins (Ernie) West Suffield, CT, Daniel Lock-
ard Sleepy Hollow, NY, as well as four grand-
children and four great-grandchildren. 

Neda Sokich, 71
Neda Sokich, a resident of Dobbs Ferry, 

died June 9, surrounded by her loved ones. 
She immigrated to the United States from 

Croatia more than 50 years ago. She raised 
her family and built a beautiful life in Dobbs 
Ferry. She was an active community mem-
ber at the Croatian Catholic Church of St. 
Cyril and Methodius in New York City. She 
was a kind and giving person, loved by all 
who knew her.
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Check it Out: Todd Ruppel, Justin Green, Michael Dolen,  and Tom Kucinski of 
Rivertown Runners and the RTR Outreach Fund presented the Sleepy Hollow com-
munity with a $50,000 check on June 11 at Village Hall. The RTR Outreach Fund 
distributed the funds to local rivertown charities and organizations. Thanks go to 
the Sleepy Hollow Police and Fire Departments, the DPW and the Sleepy Hollow 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Special thanks  also to sponsors: Phelps Hospital 
Northwell Health, Prestige Consumer Healthcare and Kreindler & Kreindler. These 
races cannot be presented without the many community volunteers and merchants 
who support these races. The next Rivertown Runners race is October 26.

“There’s another alternative, for either 
new or existing homes, that makes 
sense all around: The ground-source 
(or geothermal) heat pump (GSHP).”
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Saturday 6

Float Like A Butterfly: On the opening day 
of the Greenburgh Nature Center’s live butterfly 
exhibit, learn about the amazing and magical life 
cycle of a butterfly while getting up close and 
personal with these beautiful animals from 1 to 
2 p.m. Fees, which include admission to the Live 
Animal Museum: members: free, non-members: 
$11 for adults, $10 for seniors/students, $9 for 
children, and children under two will be admitted 
free. Info: greenburghnaturecenter.org.

ABBA Tribute: Arrival From Sweden: The Music 
Of ABBA will be presented at 8 p.m. at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Wednesday 10

Environmental Project: How Green Is My Town? 
a project of Grassroots Environmental, a science-
based non-profit organization, will be presented 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Greenburgh Nature Cen-
ter. During the free program learn how you can 
support your local leaders in making your town 
more sustainable. Info: greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

Dobbs Ferry Music Series: The Annual Summer 
Music Series at Waterfront Park in Dobbs Ferry 
will be held every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. from 
July 11 through Aug. 21. 

Rivertown Film: There will be two screenings by 
Rivertown Film this month, with both programs 
held at 8 p.m. at the Nyack Center. Megamall will 
be presented on July 10. A discussion with the 
filmmakers will follow the screening. Bids of Pas-
sage will be presented on July 24. Info: 353-2568 
or www.rivertownfilm.org.

Thursday 11

Lyndhurst Evening Jazz Concerts: Sunset Jazz 
Concerts will be held every Thursday from July 11 
through Aug. 29 at Lyndhurst, 635 S. Broadway, 
Tarrytown. The grounds open at 4 p.m., music 

begins at 6 p.m. There is a $5 per person parking 
fee. Info: http://lyndhurst.org/events/sunset-jazz/.

Friday 12

Food Trucks: Food Truck Fridays are being held 
at the Sleepy Hollow Lighthouse on the Edge-
on-Hudson Waterfront Promenade from July 12 
through Aug. 2 from 5 to 8 p.m. with free sunset 
lighthouse tours available. Enter waterfront path 
from Kingsland Point Park or Horan’s Landing. 
Info: www.facebook.com/EdgeonHudson.

Follow The Leader Tour: Comic Chris D’Elia 
will perform at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Wednesday 17

Writers Center Program: Writers and poets Da-
vid Baker, TR Hummer and Page Starzinger will 
present a program at 7 p.m. at the Hudson Valley 
Writers Center, 300 Riverside Dr., Sleepy Hollow. 
Info: 332-5953.

July 19

Clothing Closet: Clothing Closets will be held 
at Christ Episcopal Church & San Marcos, 42 S. 
Broadway, Tarrytown on July 19 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. and on July 20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Great bargains will be available. Info:  631-2074.

Saturday 20

Eagles Tribute: EagleMania - The World’s Best 
Eagles Tribute Band will perform at 8 p.m. at the 
Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-
3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 21 

Feeding Fun: It’s mealtime for our animals at the 
Greenburgh Nature Center. From 1:00 p.m. to 
2 p.m. see what’s on the menu and learn how to 
keep critters healthy. The cost is free for Center 
members and $8 for non-members. Info: green-

burghnaturecenter.org.

Friday 26

Matilda: Random Farms Kids’ Theater presents 
the musical Matilda from July 26 through Aug. 
3 at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  
631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Saturday 27 

SHLF Saturday: Camilla Calhoun, Margaret 
Winslow and Herbert Hadad will participate 
in the first installment of a new biannual series 
featuring local and/or self-published authors and 
building on the spirit of this spring’s first Sleepy 
Hollow Lit Fest at 7 p.m. at the Hudson Valley 
Writers Center, 300 Riverside Dr., Sleepy Hollow. 
Info: 332-5953.

Wednesday 31

Writers Center Program: Writers Chaya Bhu-
vaneswar and Nicole Dennis Benn will appear at 
7 p.m. at the Hudson Valley Writers Center, 300 
Riverside Dr., Sleepy Hollow. Info: 332-5953.

Ongoing

Tarrytown Farmers Market (TaSH): Every 
Saturday from 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Patriot’s Park, 
Memorial Day through Thanksgiving. Free park-
ing  at John Paulding School. Over 50 vendors, 
live music, childrens’ programs, community tables, 
and celebrating its 5th anniversary. Visit tashfarm-
ersmarket.org for more info. 

Irvington Farmers Market: The Irvington Farm-
ers Market runs 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. every Sunday 

through November at the Main Street school park-
ing lot. Visit: irvmkt.org.

Modern Dance Classes: RiverArts modern dance 
classes taught by Mary Ford-Sussman, Thursdays 
12:30 to 2 p.m. at Hastings Yoga, 34 Main St., 
Hastings. Individual classes: $25. Multiple dance 
cards available. Register: https://riverarts.org/
educational-programs/dance-lessons/modern-
dance-lessons.

Jazz Forum Club: Shows Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 
631-1000 or visit http://jazzforumarts.org.

Pirate Quest: Saturdays and Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt through the 
grounds to load precious cargo onto their digital 
pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy Hol-
low. Call 366-6900 or visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

Drop Your Pants’ Denim Recycling Initiative: 
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown 
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into 
insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills.   
Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

Wine and Jazz Wednesdays: From 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita 
Poblana in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapoblanany.
com.

Ossining Farmers’ Market: Open Saturdays from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. through Dec. 17 at Spring & 
Main Sts. Call 923-4837 or visit www.down-
toearthmarkets.com.

Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets mul-
tiple times per week to keep fit, keep in touch and 
have fun. Beginning runners always welcome. Visit 
www.meetup.com/Irvington-running-Meetup.

SENIORS

Senior Benefits Information Center 
(SBIC):  Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
a trained counselor from SBIC is on hand at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at 
the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask 
questions outside regular counseling hours 
call 231-3260.
Senior Van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hol-
low Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
Hot Lunch: Plus other activities Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution 
$3. Call 330-3855.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205
Greenburgh Nutrition Program: See Hot 
Lunch above.
Computer Class:   11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).
Yoga on the Chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 

and Fridays.
Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.
Senior Canteen: informal social group, 1 
p.m. Thursdays.
Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.
Mah Jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays.
Bridge and Card Club: 1 p.m. Fridays.

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation is 
$15.
Exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.
Nickel Bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays.
Book Club: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.

Ongoing 

It Takes a Village 10591: Seniors meet on 
the second Tuesday of each month from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. at The Reformed Church of the 
Tarrytowns, 42 N. Broadway. The program 
includes a speaker, conversation, and refresh-
ments. All are welcome. Call 914-222-5116 
or visit www.itav10591.org.

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for July at www.thehudsonindependent.com

Wednesday 10: 
Environmental Project: 
How Green Is My Town? 
a project of Grassroots 
Environmental, a sci-
ence-based non-profit 
organization, will be 
presented from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Greenburgh 
Nature Center. 

Thursday 11: 
Lyndhurst Evening Jazz Concerts: Sunset Jazz 
Concerts will be held every Thursday from July 
11 - Aug. 29 at Lyndhurst. Music begins at 6.

Friday 12: 
Food Truck Fridays are being held at the Sleepy 
Hollow Lighthouse on the Edge-on-Hudson Wa-
terfront Promenade from July 12 through Aug. 
2 from 5 to 8 p.m. with free sunset lighthouse 
tours available.



Events at the Irvington Public Library
The following events will be held at the Irvington 
Public Library, 12 South Astor St. Info:  call 591-
7840, e-mail irvref@wlsmail.org or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Saturday 6

Fight For Independence: Barbados’ Role in the 
Fight For Independence will be discussed at 2 
p.m. 

Thursday 11

Astrology Program: “Reach for the Stars!” 
Learn about astrology at 7 p.m.

Saturday 13

Venice Lecture: “Hidden Treasures of Venice:” 
a slide lecture by Toni McKeen will be held at 2 
p.m.

Monday 15

Apollo 11 Anniversary: Join us at 4 p.m. for a 
live webcast event to celebrate NASA’s 50th an-
niversary of Apollo 11’s historic moon landing.

Tie Dies: Sharpie Tie Dye Tees will be created at 
4:30 p.m. The program is intended for youth in 
grades five through 12. 

Events at the Warner Library
The following events have been scheduled for Warner 
Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown. For more 
information call 631-7734 or visit warnerlibrary.
org.

Monday 1

Adult Summer Reading: The Adult Summer 
Reading Game is continuing through Aug. 1. 
Read one adult-level book in any format to win 
a prize. Print, audio, or digital--they all count. 
Limit two prizes per week. The program is for 
those 18 and older. Call the reference desk for 
more information: 631-7734.

Wednesday 3

Wednesday Afternoon Movies: Movies will be 
screened every Wednesday, except July 31, in July 
at 2 p.m. This month’s schedule is: July 3: Yankee 
Doodle Dandy, July 10: The Public, July 17: Apollo 
11 and July 24: Twentieth Century Women.  

Monday 15

Medical Financial Planning:  A program about 
legal and financial planning for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease will be held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. To sign 
up call 631-7734 or visit the information desk.

Tuesday 16

Mystery Book Group:  The group will discuss 
Countdown City: The Last Policeman, book 2 at 
11 a.m. 

Thursday 18

Classic Novel Celebration: Celebrate the 
200th anniversary of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
by joining the Community Read-aloud of the 
Washington Irving novel at 7 p.m. Sign up at the 

reference desk or call 631-7734. No preparation 
is needed to participate. More info about the Leg-
end Bicentennial visit www.headlesshorseman.org.

Monday 22

Story Readings: Voice actor Alan Sklar will 
read stories by Jorge Luis Borges including Street 
Corner Man and Rosendo’s Tale, among others, at 
7 p.m. This event is part of Viva Historia and the 
Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown Lit Fest.

Monday 29

Free Health Lecture: “What is Ayurvedic Med-
icine and How Does it Compare to Western (Al-
lopathic) Medicine?” with Dr. Somesh Kaushik, 
an Ayurvedic and naturopathic physician, will be 
held from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Children’s Programs at the Warner Library

Monday 8

Sleepy Hollow Readings: Families are reading 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Visit the Children’s 
Room to borrow a version especially suited to 
young readers. Come back for a discussion of our 
most famous legend. A discussion will be held in 
Spanish on July 8 at 6:30 p.m. A discussion will 
be held in English on July11 at 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 9

Author Visit: Amalia Hoffman will present her 
new book Astro Pea, with puppets props, lights 
and a special craft at 3:30 p.m.

Saturday 13

Book Picnic: Pick-a-Book Picnic will be held 
at 11:30 a.m. Bring your blankets and baskets 
to celebrate picnics, parks and farmers’ markets. 
Enjoy some stories and an eco-activity.

Thursday 18

3D Printing: An interactive presentation on 3D 
printing and hands-on introduction to Tinkercad, 
for ages nine and older will be held at 7 p.m. 
Registration is limited; please sign up.

Saturday 27

Turtle Dance Music: Space; The Cosmos for Kids 
will be held at11:30 a.m. The newest show from 

Turtle Dance Music combines music and science 
for an awesome multi-sensory exploration of our 
solar system. It is interactive fun for families.

Events at the Dobbs Ferry Public Library
The following events have been scheduled for the 
Dobbs Ferry Public Library, 55 Main St. For more 
information call 693-6614.

Monday 1

Summer Reading Game: The Summer Reading 
Game is continuing through Aug. 23. The theme 
this year is A Universe of Stories.  Join the Reading 
Game by putting your name on a Reading Folder, 
which will be kept at the library. Sign up at http://
dobbs.ny03.readsquared.com.

Tuesday 2

Chair Yoga: Chair Yoga for Seniors is held on 
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. To sign up, 
call Abby Connett at 693-7792 Registration is 
required. 

Wednesday 3

Senior Exercise With Dance Movements: The 
program is held on Wednesdays from 11 a.m. 
to noon. Registration is required; please contact 
Abby Connett at the Dobbs Ferry Recreation 
Department at 693-7792.

Monday 8

Family Film: The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part 
will be screened at 4 p.m.

Thursday 11

Classic Movie Night: Duel, the first feature film 
directed by Steven Spielberg, will be screened at 
8 p.m. 

Friday 12

Yoga For Seniors: The program will be held 
on Fridays, except July 5, from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Registration is required; please contact Abby Con-
nett at the Dobbs Ferry Recreation Department 
at 693-7792.

Monday 15

Moon Landing Anniversary: The 50th anniver-

sary of the Moon Landing will be the subject of a 
program at 4 p.m. Join us for a live Webcast event 
of a guided recreation of Apollo 11’s journey to 
see how this mission was executed by crew mem-
bers and mission control.

Saturday 20

Martial Arts Film: American Ninja will be 
presented at 2 p.m.

Monday 22

Children’s Program: Build a Plastic Bottle 
Rocket will be held at 4 p.m. for children six and 
older. Bring a one liter plastic bottle. Register at 
the Circulation Desk or call 693-6614.

Tuesday 30

Comedy Open Mic: The event, which will be 
hosted by Tim Deery, will be held at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission is free. Sign up is required; register at 
the Circulation Desk or call 693-6614.
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Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
sta� @pleasantvillebooks.com

Come browse our selection of 
hand-selected books, 

unique cards and more! 
Open seven days a week. 

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR

MAXIMUM.

Monday 15: 
At the Irvington Public 
Library: Celebrate the 
Apollo 11 Anniversary 
with a live webcast event 
at 4 p.m. to commemo-
rate NASA’s 50th anniver-
sary of the historic moon 
landing.

Men’s Club: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. 
at the Shames JCC in Tarrytown. Meetings have 
varied speakers. Open to the public free of charge. 
Call 366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday of 
the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 631-
7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Healthy Life Series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Torah Study: Torah Study is held on July 17 and 
24 from 10 to 11 a.m. at Temple Beth Abra-
ham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown.  Classes are also 

conducted on Saturdays at 9 a.m. for a discussion 
of this week’s Torah reading during conservative 
services. Info: 631-1770.  

Rivertown Runners:  The Rivertown Runners 
group runs multiple times throughout the week. 
The weekend group runs on the Rockefeller State 
Park Preserve carriage trails. For more information 
please visit www.rivertownrunners.org or follow  
on Facebook. All are welcome. 

Mah Jongg: Play Mah Jongg in a friendly, non-
competitive (no betting) gathering at Temple 
Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., on Mondays at 1 
p.m. Free for Temple members and $2 per session 
for guests. E-mail adulted@tba-ny.org or call the 
Temple Office at 631-1770 for more information.
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Viewfi nder
1.  Tarrytown Fishing Derby at the Tarrytown Lakes.

2.  William Raveis staff partnered with 
RescueRight.org animal rescue group at 
Tarrytown’s annual Street Fair.

3.  TNT baseball’s red team prevailed in playoffs.

4.  Children delighted in waiving at two goats,  
Mathilde and Marguerite from Wild Roots Farm, 
at the TaSH Farmer’s Market.

— Photos by: Sunny Maclean
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by Maria Ann Roglieri

Dobbs Ferry Student Competes in 
U.S. Junior Chess Championship

17-year-old Nicholas Checa of Dobbs 
Ferry will compete in the U.S. Junior Chess 
Championship. Th e 10-day tournament is 
an invitation-only junior chess competition 
and will be held in the U.S. Chess Capital 
of St. Louis in July. Checa became U12 
National Champion in the USCF/Chess.
com invitational championship in 2012 
and since then has been a member of the 
All-American Chess Team. He became the 
youngest New York State Champion in his-
tory at age 11 and still holds that record. At 
age 13, he tied for fi fth place in the World 
Youth Chess Championship in Greece, 
where he was the offi  cial U.S. player in the 
U14 section. 

Phelps Social Worker Achievement

Congratulations to Melissa Eisele-Kaplan 
for receiving her certifi cation as a Certifi ed 
Patient Experience Professional (CPXP) 
from the Patient Experience Institute (PXI). 
Th is prestigious and unique professional 
designation is awarded to professionals 
who are able to demonstrate strong leader-

ship in infl uencing the systems, processes, 
and behaviors of a positive patient experi-
ence across the healthcare continuum. She 
is currently a member of the Phelps Patient 
Experience Department and for the past 11 
years worked in the Hospice Department at 
Phelps. She has worked as a social worker 
for the past 23 years, both at Phelps and in 
New York City agencies and hospitals.

Tarrytown Students Win Falcon 
Naming Contest

Th e New NY Bridge held a contest to 
name the baby of the pair of peregrine 
falcons who live on the bridge. Students 
in Bridget Bentley’s class in Th e Public 
Schools of the Tarrytown’s Washington Ir-
ving School were honored as the winners 
for choosing the most popular name - Car-
di Beak – and received certifi cates from the 
New NY Bridge Project. 

Sleepy Hollow High Students Win 
Multiple Metro Awards

Competing against students from 55 high 
schools, SHHS performing arts students 
took home top prizes in the 2019 Metro 
Awards. Th ey won Best Overall Produc-
tion (under the direction of Julie Dore) and 

Best Choreography (under the direction of 
TJ and Tracy O’Sullivan) while Ginger Sa-
karya also won the Best Actress Award for 
her performance as Dolly. Th e students ac-
cepted their awards with cheers and tears. 
Congratulations to the cast, crew, pit, and 
production team of Hello Dolly! 

Irvington Appoints New High School 
Principal

Juliet L. Gevargis-Mizimakoski has been 
appointed principal of Irvington High 
School, beginning July 1. She served as a 
high school assistant principal for 11 years 
in the Orangetown Central School District. 
Before that she was assistant principal at 
Millennium Art Academy High School in 
the Bronx, as well as a Social Studies teach-
er at Herbert Lehman High School in the 
Bronx.

Dobbs Ferry Man Receives 
Honorary Degree

Congratulations to Edward Plotkin, for-
merly of Dobbs Ferry, for receiving an hon-
orary Doctor of Science degree from the 
City College of the City University of New 
York (CCNY). Plotkin served Dobbs Ferry 
for 50 years as chair of the Dobbs Ferry 

Planning Board. He also served as Com-
missioner of Public Works for Westchester 
County and was an adjunct professor of 
Physics in Manhattan College and Environ-
mental Science at Mercy College.

Tarrytown Businesswoman Named 
One of Elite Women in Insurance

Congratulations to JoAnne Murray who 
was named one of the Elite Women in In-
surance for 2019. Only 68 women across 
the country were selected. According to In-
surance Business America, women accounted 
for 61% of the insurance industry work-
force from 2006 to 2015 but are still un-
derrepresented in leadership positions. Th is 
year’s 68 elite women include C-level execu-
tives and a wide range of directors and vice 
presidents. Murray is currently president of 
Alan M. Block Agency, Inc. She has also 
served on the Professional Insurance Agents 
Counsel and the Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown 
Chamber of Commerce, and she chairs the 
annual Tarrytown Halloween parade com-
mittee, and co-chairs Tarrytown’s Duck 
Derby. In the past, Murray has served as 
President of the Westchester Independent 
Insurance Agents Association.

(Please send your noteworthy news to 
mroglier@yahoo.com.)

Watercooler

Heard Around the Watercooler



Amendment granting equal citizenship to 
blacks in 1868 met with fierce cultural and 
institutional resistance. 

Common to these events is a larger senti-
ment, that it is time for Americans to stop 
“whitewashing” their history for the sake of 
preserving the glimmering image of Ameri-
can Exceptionalism. Asked why so many 
historical accounts and museum displays 
continued to downplay race, Historic Hud-
son Valley (HHV) president Stillman sur-
mised, “I just don’t think the slavery story 
fit into” the larger narrative of American 
success.

The re-casting of roles at Phillipsburg 
Manor has been ongoing for 20 years, dur-
ing which time Linda Jones was a mem-
ber of HHV’s African-American Advisory 
Committee. In the early nineties, one par-
ticipant in the REPAIR discussion noted, 
Philipsburg Manor’s depiction of the Dutch 
celebration of Pentecost, called “Pinkster,” 
featured carefree young Dutch children 
alongside blacks who were cast not as slaves 
but as happy employees.

No longer. Visitors to the estate today are 
introduced to the Africans as persons, with 
their own names, relationships and indi-
vidual skills. Caesar was the head miller at 
the plantation—a job that required consid-
erable technical skill as well as a working 
knowledge of several languages to deal with 
the various buyers and sellers of the flour he 
and his co-workers produced. Manor mate-
rial now openly acknowledges that the Phil-
ipses, who became vastly wealthy off the 
work of their 23 enslaved Africans, never 
actually lived there.

The shift away from the “whitewashed” 
image of the plantation’s history that fo-
cused on the lifestyle of a wealthy white 
Dutch family to one that incorporated the 
lives of their enslaved African workers began 
in the late nineties with gradual changes in 

the site’s children’s programs. Stillman ac-
knowledges that the staff felt the need to 
avoid any abrupt change that might alarm 
major donors and their board of directors, 
but he also notes that a $2 million grant 
from the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities made that an easier sale.

The work of Sears and Cox in discovering 
and contextualizing the enslaved African 
cemetery in Irvington was done under the 
auspices of the Irvington Activists, a pro-
gressive community group, with additional 
support from the Irvington Historical Soci-
ety, which published their first account of 
the cemetery in its journal, The Roost. They 
were able to document that in addition to 
the Philipses in Sleepy Hollow, such well-
known Irvington families as the Dutchers, 
Buckouts, Odells and Peter Bont—all of 
whose names adorn village street signs, or 
in the case of Odell, the 1690 tavern and 
roadhouse just off Broadway that is a prom-
inent piece of local revolutionary period his-
tory. Blacks, the two researchers noted, were 
16% of Westchester County’s population in 
the late 1800s and remained so right up to 
the Civil War. Very few of them were free. 

The presence of slaves in Westchester, in-
deed throughout the North, is not a new 
discovery. Period records—in particular 
wills—clearly listed the names of Africans 
among the assets of property owners, along 
with their land and furniture. “The most 
common reason for the sale of slaves,” noted 
Sarah Cox in her library talk, “was to settle 
estates.”

Nor was the probable existence of an Af-
rican cemetery somewhere in Irvington en-
tirely new. Bones were first dug up at the 
start of construction in 1895 of what is now 
known as the Trent Building, formerly the 
home of Cosmopolitan Magazine. What Cox 
and Sears shed light on were the identities of 
many of the Africans and the white families 
that owned them. The simple change in ter-
minology—referring to them as “enslaved” 
instead of as slaves, which in turn highlights 

the role of their masters as “enslavers”—is 
another reflection of a changing sentiment.

Changing attitudes is precisely the goal of 
REPAIR, a multiracial group that began in 
2015 to meet monthly under the auspices of 

five Episcopal parishes in the lower Hudson 
Valley. Regular attendees ranging in num-
ber from 20 to 50 discuss racial injustice 
and the unconscious bias and institutional 
discrimination that perpetuate it.
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by Tom Pedulla

When Sr. Mary Anne Maceda speaks to 
her all-girls seventh-grade religious educa-
tion class at St. Teresa of Avila Church in 
Sleepy Hollow, she discusses faith as it ap-
plies to the mind and heart. 

“I always tell them there are things you 
have to know in your head: knowledge of 
your faith and also knowledge of God, and 
your willingness to share his love with oth-
ers,” said Sr. Mary Anne.

Her students are still working to under-
stand some of the tenets of Catholicism. 
As for the part with the heart, they appear 
to be grasping that just fine. They initiated 
a recent series of visits to Tarrytown Hall 
Care Center, where they found that noth-
ing more than a smile can help to bridge a 
gap extending through many generations.

“I didn’t know what it was going to be 
like,” Sr. Mary Anne admitted. “But they 
had no trouble at all. It just flowed so easily. 
They connected immediately with people.”

The children filled gift bags with small 
items such as lotion and socks when they 
made their Christmas visit. Two classes 
were devoted to creating 90 Valentine’s 
Day cards. At Easter, they brought choco-
late. Cynthia Pintado, 13, provided enter-
tainment by playing her violin.

“Our class wanted to go very badly,” said 
Brenda Perez, 12.

Perez admitted to some trepidation when 
they entered the facility and a very differ-
ent environment from what they are accus-
tomed to.

“I was a little unsure, but I wanted to 
do it,” she said. “It was something kind I 
could do for other people. It would make 
me happy, and I knew it would make them 
happy.”

Said Kristina Quinde, 13, of her desire 
to visit, “I want to make them feel they are 
special people.”

Conversation often flowed naturally. 
Residents wanted to know about the back-
grounds of the diverse group of students 

and how they enjoyed their classes. Stu-
dents were curious about life at Tarrytown 
Hall and facilities comparable to it.

“Some of them don’t have visitors,” said 
Sorianly Hilario, 14. “I asked them if they 
liked being there. Some of them don’t like 
it.”

Even if the answers were not always what 
they hoped for, students gained a perspec-
tive they lacked before. They also encoun-
tered residents who had lost the ability to 
speak.

“Some of them are hard to communicate 
with because they just don’t talk,” said Jen-
nifer Melgar, 12. “But others you can con-
nect with a lot.”

Students learned that emotions can easily 
be conveyed without words.

“Anybody who couldn’t speak,” Sr. Mary 
Anne said, “their faces lit up.”

Some residents did not hesitate to share 
with the children feelings of loneliness and 
isolation.

“Some people there are forgotten,” said 

Melgar. “You imagine you being there and 
being forgotten, too. It’s just hard to think 
about. I just think you should live your life 
to the fullest because you don’t know what’s 
going to happen in the future.”

Even Sr. Mary Anne, an educator for 35 
years whose care for her students is readily 
apparent, prefers not to dwell on life when 
she no longer teaches about the faith that 
guides her.

When asked her age, she replied, “Do I 
have to say that?”

No, she did not. And she didn’t.
 
The Hudson Independent presents “Unsung 

Heroes,” a series of articles profiling those who 
provide extraordinary service to the commu-
nities in the readership area. If you wish to 
suggest someone or some organization for this 
feature, please email us at editor@thehud-
sonindependent.com with a brief description 
of that person or group’s background.

Sr. Mary Anne Enjoys Passing Her Faith On to Others
Unsung Heroes

Continued from page 12

African Slavery



Models Now Open!

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE • OPENING FALL OF 2019

Models Open Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-5:00 PM

VISIT OUR
WELCOME CENTER

715 DOBBS FERRY RD
GREENBURGH, NY 10607

VISIT OUR
WELCOME CENTER

chelseaseniorliving.com

Call any time for
a personal visit:

914-275-0010


