
Broadway. Last December, a leas-
ing arrangement with Citibank 
had reopened part of the lot for 
village parking, almost three years 
after the bank branch’s closure.  

A just concluded agreement has 
Citibank selling part of the park-
ing lot, which includes 21 me-

by Robert Kimmel

Recent negotiations with 
Citibank have resolved 
Tarrytown’s quest to pur-

chase, for metered public use, ap-
proximately half of the parking 
lot space adjacent to the bank’s 
long-vacant building at 1 South 

Community

Unsung Heroes:
Literacy Volunteers of the Tar-
rytowns Turn 45

Story» Page 10

A&E

New Theater Co.
Couple launches innovative com-
pany with edgier plays

Story» Page 12

Food

Modern Chinese 
Dining
Goosefeather opens at Tarrytown 
House Estate

Story» Page 28
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by Rick Pezzullo        

Residents in the Dobbs Ferry 
School District will be head-
ing to the polls on October 

22 to weigh in on a $19,977,378 
capital project bond referendum 
that offi  cials maintain will fund 
necessary building improvements 
and safety issues without raising 
property taxes.

“Th is work is an investment in 
our children, schools and com-
munity,” said Superintendent of 
Schools, Lisa Brady. 

District offi  cials have stated 
they are “taking advantage of the 
fi nancial landscape” to update 
and improve schools. Th e district 
plans to use $1.7 million from a 
Capital Reserve Improvements 
Fund and fi nance the remaining 
cost ($18.27 million) by issuing 
bonds to maximize state aid. In 
addition, the district will be retir-
ing debt and taking advantage of 
low interest rates.

One of the major projects 
planned is renovating the soft-
ball/baseball fi eld at Springhurst 

Elementary School. Other work 
slated at Springhurst includes 
building a new entry vestibule 
at the main entrance to enhance 
safety and security, redesign-
ing the Library Media Center to 
create “a user friendly space that 
refl ects a more contemporary 
children’s library with fl exible 
seating and collaborative spaces,” 
and constructing a new sidewalk 
along the entry drive to ensure 
students can walk to school safely.

On the high school/middle 
school campus, air conditioning 

will be installed in the Perform-
ing Arts Auditorium and the 
sound system, theatrical lighting 
and stage riggings will be upgrad-
ed. Air conditioning will also be 
added in high school classrooms, 
while the heating ventilation and 
air conditioning will be improved 
in the middle school and the roof 
will be replaced.

In addition, a new access to the 
Old Croton Aqueduct from the 
high school/middle school cam-
pus with a secondary path lead-

Residents to Vote on $19.7M Dobbs 
Ferry School Bond October 22

Government

Local Elections
Uncontested races in Dobbs 
Ferry, Irvington and Tarrytown

Story» Page 8, 11

What’s Happening

Calendar Listing 
of Events

Story» Page 32-33
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Tarrytown Purchases Parking Spaces 
at Former Citibank Lot

HALLOWEEN QUIZ
What do you know about 
Halloween? Test your 
skills as you engage in 
our monthly quiz.
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Blazing a Trail

The Great Jack 
O’Lantern Blaze 
Setting Records 
in 2019

PAGE 19

The Day After

How Certain 
Cultures 
Celebrate 
November 1 

PAGE 17

Halloween 
Kickoff

Elected offi cials and spooky characters joined 
forces in mid-September to offi cially launch the 
Halloween season in Sleepy Hollow.

MORE» on page 27

Hauntings on 
the Hudson

A Guide to 
Fun / Spooky 
Events in the 
Area
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Revisiting the Founding Era
A Town Hall Discussion
Four History Scholars explore the years of America’s beginning and how issues 
and themes of those times effect our nation today.  The public is Invited.    

Warner Library  | October 16th at 7:00 p.m.  
Audience participation encouraged.

Panel Jessica Hunsberger, Patricia Bonomi, Richard Hoffman, Richard Rose

Moderator Barrett Seaman, Chairman, Editorial Board, The Hudson Independent

“Revisiting the Founding Era,” a presentation of the Warner Library and The Hudson Independent, is 
made possible by a grant to Warner Library by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History.

Bottoms-Up Brunch Available Friday-Sunday 11:00am - 3:00pm

23 Cedar Street, Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522       914.693.8000       www.therarebitdf.com

Best New Restaurant 2019
 - WESTCHESTER MAGAZINE

New Rivertowns Service: Fitness Equipment Repair
by Barrett Seaman

Don’t you hate it when your elliptical ma-
chine breaks down and you can’t find the 
part needed to fix it? Not just individual 
fitness equipment owners but clubs, gyms 
and companies that offer their employees a 
way to work out on premises all need repair 

work done from time to time. Yet too often, 
parts are hard to find and the time it takes to 
get them shipped seems interminable.

Franklin Lee has just set up shop in Tar-
rytown to meet that need. His Fitness 
Machine Technicians franchise (www.
fitnessmachinetechnicians.com) handles 
all kinds of equipment and maintains the 

contacts needed with manufacturers to get 
needed parts quickly. There are machines, 
he acknowledges, that are “out of support” 
(meaning they don’t make or service them 
anymore), but he plans to keep some in-
ventory and, more important, has access to 
senior technicians at company headquarters 

MORE» on page 4



EXCEPTIONALLY CHARMING VICTORIAN HOME

Exceptional, peaceful location, facing Patriot’s Park. Close to Metro North 
Station from this charming and spacious apartment in well maintained Village 
Victorian. Enjoy handsome architecture/old world details of meticulously well 

kept home. This 3rd floor apartment features a country kitchen with 
charming window seat, pantry closet and spacious separate dining area, large 
living room, sunny bedroom, large, bright black and white tiled bath with walk 

in closet, small office/bonus room, and hardwood floors throughout.

IRVINGTON BROKERAGE | 46 MAIN STREET | 914.295.3500
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. 

Valerie Kopelman
Licensed RE Associate Broker
m: 914.261.6609
valerie.kopelman@juliabfee.com
cottagetocastle@gmail.com
valeriekopelman.juliabfee.com

27 College Avenue, Sleepy Hollow
$1,995/mo | 1 Bed | 1 Bath | 700 Sq Ft

info@hudsonrivereyecare.com  www.hudsonrivereyecare.com

4 N. Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591 – 914-332-4074
393 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains, NY 10607 – 914-682-1550

Owners: 
Dr. Nathan DeDeo 
& Dr. Larah Alami

HAPPY HALLOWEEN SALE!
25% o� complete set of prescription 
frame and lenses with mention of this ad25%OFF!
(cannot be combined with any other o�ers or insurance)
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SPONSORED BY:

For more information or to purchase tickets please visit 
www.abbotthouse.net

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and
CFP (with flame design) in the U.S. Investors could experience increased risk when limiting investment choices to a specific
industry sector that may or may not perform as well as other industry sectors. Investment products are not federally or FDIC-
insured, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial institution, and involve investment risks including possible
loss of principal and fluctuation in value. Barron’s listings are based on data compiled by many of the nation’s most productive
advisors, which is then submitted to and judged by Barron’s. Key factors and criteria include: assets under management, revenue
produced for the firm, regulatory and compliance record, and years of professional experience. Barron’s is a registered trademark of
Dow Jones, L.P.; all rights reserved. This award is not indicative of this advisor's future performance. The Compass is a trademark
of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Investment advisory services and products are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services,
Inc., a registered investment adviser. Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2019 Ameriprise Financial,
Inc. All rights reserved. 2646369ACMR0619

At Pell Wealth Partners, we want to know what is truly important to you. Where do you
want to go and how do you want to get there?
 
We are all at different milestones on our journey. With your finances in balance, you
can feel comfortable knowing you are on the right path to achieving the goals and
legacy you've set for yourself, and your family.
 
We know that everyone’s path is different. It is our mission to help our clients succeed
according to their different values and priorities. 
 
For some, that includes investing in alignment with larger societal or environmental
concerns. We get that. We believe in a diversification of thought and apply the
structure of both quantitative analysis or fundamental analysis to our portfolios to help
take the emotion out of the investment process. We are here to help guide you on your
distinct path.
 
We look forward to learning what is important to you. Call us today so we can get
started on your journey…together.

800 Westchester Avenue, Suite 300
Rye Brook, NY 10573
914.253.8800
pellwealthpartners.com
 
The Churchill
300 East 40th Street, Suite 28R
New York, NY 10016

Serving the local communities
of Westchester & Manhattan

Geri Eisenman Pell, CFP, MBA, CDFA
Private Wealth Advisor

Barron's Top 100 Women 
Financial Advisors 2009-2019



by Robert Kimmel

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul Feiner 
is having the town conduct a test of the 

Postal Service First Class Delivery “in re-
sponse to numerous complaints about the 
postal service from residents.”  He has de-
scribed such complaints in the past, but said 

that they were still “ongoing.”   
The testing will take place during October 

and November. The supervisor, as of his an-
nouncement, said he was seeking ten volun-
teers to assist in the test.   

“The delivery testing will utilize the same 
External First Class mail testing methodol-
ogy utilized by the Postal Service to test mail 
delivery locally, and nationwide,” Feiner 
stated.       

Those volunteering need to have an ad-
dress within the town. Those addresses, 
however, cannot be a business address, 
apartment address, or P.O. Box address. 
Volunteers would attend an hour-long 
meeting at Town Hall, where each will be 
handed ten letters “in advance of the test 
date,” Feiner related.    

The volunteers are to be instructed to 
place the letters into the mail stream on a 
selected date. They could deposit them in 
their own mailboxes for carrier pick-up, or 
other regularly designated postal boxes, and 
confirm, in an email or phone call, that they 

did so.  
Ten letters will be received by each volun-

teer at their home address and the recipients 
will mark the letter’s receipt date on each 
envelope. The volunteers will have to be at 
their home address and check their daily 
mail until all ten letters are delivered. A trip 
to Town Hall to deliver all ten envelopes fol-
lows. 

At Town Hall, the delivery date data will 
be recorded on a chart that simply indicates 
when each piece of mail was received. “The 
data will provide a snapshot of local mail 
delivery within the town,” Feiner noted.  
The test results will be shared with town 
residents and Postal Service Management, 
according to Feiner, who stated, “This test 
should provide the postal service with valu-
able information.”

The supervisor encouraged “any resident 
wishing to be a volunteer in this test to con-
tact my office,” and he also provided his 
email address, pfeiner@greenburgh.com.  
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Supervisor Feiner Plans Mail Test for Greenburgh

his local technicians can consult.
The company behind Lee’s new service 

operates outside of Philadelphia. Founder 
Don Powers has been in the fitness equip-
ment repair business since 2002. He has 

been in the exercise equipment business for 
over 30 years and has over 30 franchisees, 
including Lee’s. Every technician undergoes 
one to two weeks of training at headquar-
ters. Lee, who used to be in the banking 
business, has one tech working for him now 
and is on the lookout for a second. All their 
work is done on-site where the equipment 
is.

Continued from page 2
Fitness

This spacious and sunny four-plus bedroom Philipse Manor Colonial offers 
a warm and generous open floor plan.  Set on a wonderful cul-de-sac that is 
steps away from the Hudson River, Beach & Boat Club, train station, 
three parks and just 39 minutes to NYC, this home has it all. 

Web# HI1575786  |  Sleepy Hollow  |  $999,000 

Philipse Manor Beauty

I R V I N G T O N  B R O K E R A G E  ·  1 1 3  M A I N  S T R E E T,  I R V I N G T O N ,  N Y  1 0 5 3 3  ·  H O U L I H A N L A W R E N C E . C O M

Source: HGMLS 1/1/18-12/31/18, total vol. single-family homes sold, Tarrytown School District, by agent Houlihan Lawrence Irvington Brokerage.

The #1 Houlihan Lawrence Agent in Tarrytown School District 
Top Producer in the Irvington Office

A N D R E A  M A R T O N E
Real Estate Salesperson

M 914.261.7458 
AMartone@houlihanlawrence.com
www.andreamartoneny.com

Call Andrea for a private consultation regarding your real estate needs. Your Home & House Expert



by Katherine Cain 

Amidst a still rising maternal mortality 
rate that has more than doubled from 1991 
to 2014, there is a growing need to tackle 
the issue and keep mothers healthy and safe 
during childbirth and the months that fol-
low. Various initiatives have begun on both 
the local and federal levels with the goal of 
ultimately decreasing the rate of new moth-
ers dying in the United States. 

Among the reasons the maternal mortal-
ity rate in this country is so high and still 
growing - the U.S. is the only developed 
nation where the rate continues to increase 
- is that it is simply not easy for pregnant 

women and new mothers to get the care 
they need, especially if they do not have 
good health insurance. Other reasons in-
clude the high rate of caesarean sections, 
which many obstetricians push mothers to 
undergo with any minor heartbeat irregu-
larity, as obstetrics is the most litigious form 
of medicine. A c-section is major abdominal 
surgery, which can then lead to more serious 
complications. Also, many women are hav-
ing children older than they used to, often 
bringing pre-existing health issues into the 
pregnancy.

The rise of doulas – women who undergo 
a certification process and are employed to 
provide guidance and support to women 

during pregnancy, labor and 
often recovery – is a step in 
the right direction in terms of 
empowering women to make 
the choices that are important 
to them, particularly during 
labor and delivery. Around in 
an unofficial capacity since the 
beginning of time to emotion-
ally support women, doulas 
became official in the 1960’s, 
emerging as part of the grass-
roots natural birth movement 
as women sought less interven-
tion and less medication dur-
ing childbirth. 

There is also extreme racial 
disparity when it comes to ma-

ternal mortality, with women of color three 
times more likely to die during childbirth 
or from pregnancy and childbirth compli-
cations than white women. Indira Dunbar-
Cano and her business partner and cousin 
Jennell Thompson are working to put a stop 
to that. Together they co-founded The Pas-
sion Birthing Project (PBP), a company that 
provides support to women before, during 
and after childbirth. Their vision for PBP is 
to empower women and ultimately provide 
them with access to a dignified and respect-
ful birth. They understand that cost has a 

lot to do with it, and provide many of their 
services on a pro bono or discounted rate. 
“We should not let a dollar amount dictate 
whether or not someone has the proper sup-
port that they need,” Dunbar-Cano said. 

Both Dunbar-Cano and Thompson have 
worked in healthcare for decades, and al-
though they only recently became certified 
doulas about a year ago, it has been a long 
time coming. After almost a decade of try-
ing for a baby, Dunbar-Cano became preg-
nant at 39. Due to complications, her water 

DISCOVER YOUR
MIGHT

49 Clinton Ave, Dobbs Ferry, NY  
mastersny.org  |  914-479-6420

The power of you, 
unleashed by a 
Masters education.
Masters students fi nd their 
voices and emerge ready 
for college, career and life.

Coed. Grades 5-12. 
Day, 5- and 7-day boarding. 

Open House: Oct. 19
Tours: Oct. 3, Oct. 29, Nov. 7
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Local Doulas Working to Keep Women Safe During Childbirth 

SEAFOOD MARKET  •  LOBSTER ROLLS  •  PROVISIONS
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Your “Go-To-Joint” for High Quality
Seafood Specialties, Craft Beer & More!

MORE» on page 16

L to R: Jennell Thompson and Indira Dunbar-Cano.



by Barrett Seaman

Rocco DePaolo, who lived all of his 91 
years in Dobbs Ferry, was struck by a south-

bound car as he crossed Broadway at Maple 
Street around 9:25 p.m. on Friday, Sep-
tember 20. Taken by the village’s volunteer 
ambulance corps to the Westchester Medi-

cal Center in Valhalla, he died 
shortly after arrival. 

Known as “Rocky” to friends, 
he was the son of Italian immi-
grants, born in the Dobbs Ferry 
Hospital on August 16, 1928. 
A 1945 graduate of Dobbs Ferry High 
School, he was a Korean War Army veteran 
and a paint inspector at the GM plant in 
Tarrytown for 41 years. He was a regular 
parishioner at Our Lady of Pompei Church 
on Palisade Street, not far from his home on 
Cedar Street. With his wife Mary, he raised 
a son, John and a daughter Patricia who 

bore his two grandchildren. 
An avid football fan, he was a 

New York Giants season ticket 
holder for 50 years. “Lovely 
couple,” said village Mayor Bob 
McLoughlin of the DePaolos. 

“Always very pleasant. Real Dobbs folks.”
According to the offi  cial police report, 

DePaolo was struck by a “dark colored ve-
hicle” that “left the area in a southerly direc-
tion.” Th e vehicle was later located, accord-
ing to police, but the investigation was still 
in the process of identifying the driver as 
Th e Hudson Independent went to press. 
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Lifelong Resident of Dobbs Ferry Killed by Hit-and-Run Driver

ArchForKids provides hands-on, minds-on learning experiences 
in architecture, engineering and design. Bring ArchForKids to 
your school to enrich curriculum, lead an afterschool program 
or do a 1-day Design Challenge.

Sample topics: Green Skyscrapers, Space Colony, Bridges-from 
Here to There, All Around My Community, Castles-Homes & 
Fortresses, Houseboats-on-Hudson, Animal Architecture.

We also do birthday parties, but we call them Building Parties!

archforkids.com ︱ info@archforkids.com ︱ 914.200.3646

ing to the Aqueduct trail will be created, 
along with a retaining wall.

Th e improvements were evaluated and 
developed by the facilities committee of 
the Board of Education, consulting archi-
tects and engineers, and the Board of Edu-
cation during a year-long process.

If approved, the design phase for the 
projects will occur between November 
and spring, 2020. Th e design proposal will 
then be submitted to the New York State 
Education Department in the spring with 
an expected approval in December 2020. 
Bidding and awarding of contracts for the 

projects is planned in early 2021 and con-
struction is anticipated to run from the 
spring, 2021, through the fall of 2022.

Voting will take place on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 22 from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the high 
school gymnasium. Two community fo-
rums on the referendum have been sched-
uled for Wednesday, October 2 at 7 p.m. 
in the high school/middle school Library 
Media Center and Tuesday, October 8 at 
8:40 a.m. in the cafeteria at Springhurst.

All Dobbs Ferry residents who are regis-
tered with the Westchester County Board 
of Elections are eligible to vote. Anyone 
not registered can register on Th ursday, 
October 10 from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
high school gymnasium lobby.

Continued from page 1
DF School Bond

One of the Hudson Valley’s 
most notable authentic Italian restaurants.most notable authentic Italian restaurants.

Seasonal Menu Features Homemade  • Pasta & Specialties

Piccola Trattoria invites you to host your private event 
in our intimate dining room for up to 45

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 5PM- 10PM  • SUNDAY 3PM- 9PM

41 Cedar Street  Dobbs Ferry    914-674-8427    piccolany.com

TUESDAY - SATURDAY SUNDAYTUESDAY - SATURDAY SUNDAY



Coming this Fall!

“We look forward to continuing to serve the real estate needs of the 

Tarrytown residents from our new local office,” said 

Joe Valvano, Coldwell Banker President, Westchester/CT.

Now, the #1 company in the nation with an unparalleled global presence, 

will be available right around the corner.

Tarrytown Office:  4 North Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591

©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
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by Rick Pezzullo

Seven-term Tarrytown Mayor Drew Fixell 
heads a Democratic Committee-endorsed 
team of four running unopposed on No-
vember 5 for four seats on the Village Board 
of Trustees.

Fixell, an executive of a family-owned 
financial investment firm, who holds eco-
nomic degrees from Harvard and Cornell 
universities, has been a fixture in village gov-
ernment since 2000, serving five years as a 
trustee before being elected mayor--a post 
he has held for the last 14 years.

“I’m extremely proud of all we’ve accom-
plished over the last 14 years, yet I still look 
forward to helping make Tarrytown an even 
better place to live and work,” Fixell said. 
“Over the next two years, I’m hoping to 
continue our unbroken record of keeping 
within the tax cap while at the same time 
improving and increasing the quality and 
sustainability of the services and facilities we 
provide to our residents.”  

“I’m particularly excited about complet-
ing the rezoning of the waterfront/train sta-
tion area, continuing to enhance our recre-
ation programs and parks, and finding new 
ways to support and boost the vibrancy of 
our downtown,” he added.

Joining Fixell on the ballot this year are 
incumbent trustees Deputy Mayor Tom 
Butler, Becky McGovern (Ind.) and Doug 
Zollo (Ind.), along with incumbent Village 
Justice Kyle McGovern, who has been on 
the bench for 14 years.

Butler, a retired U.S. Army Colonel and 
Project Manager for Tishman Corporation/
AECOM, has served the last three years as 
deputy mayor. Butler is the liaison to the 
Planning and Architectural Review boards 

and the Building Department and is seek-
ing an eighth two-year term on the board.

“I look forward to continue leading the 
‘Tarrytown Connected’ project team in the 
next phase of development; and working 
with my BOT colleagues on improving the 
village’s quality of life, enhance services, and 
create new revenue sources,” Butler stated.

In a new term, Butler is looking to fo-
cus on solving the parking problem for the 
downtown area, especially as the Music Hall 
grows in popularity and restaurant row on 
Main Street expands; sharing services with 
neighboring Sleepy Hollow and Irvington; 
and seeing the success of Tarrytown-Con-
nected, a framework for the Tarrytown train 
station area and waterfront, and the growth 
of the Main Street/Broadway business dis-
trict.

McGovern, a retired teacher, is running 
for a seventh term. She is the liaison to the 
Parks and Recreation Department and the 
Village Seniors.

“First let me start off by saying it has 
been an honor and privilege to have been 
a Tarrytown Village Trustee for the past 12 
years,” she said. “I would very much like 
to continue my work, and I am asking the 
people of Tarrytown to give me at least two 
more years to continue in that role. I have 
spent the last 12 years working as a village 
liaison to the Parks and Recreation depart-
ments, our incredible senior citizen group, 
The Traffic and Safety committees, The Tar-
rytown Municipal Housing Authority, the 
Comprehensive Plan Zoning Committee as 
well as work on the Library budget board. 
With these positions my knowledge of the 
village code, village policies and budget for-
mation has increased dramatically.”

“Tarrytown is a ‘happening’ place to live 

and spend time in. Over the past few years 
we have been able to find funding for a new 
recreation/fitness/swimming pool facility for 
the village. We have upgraded the lights at 
Losee Park and have provided much needed 
rehabilitation to the ballfields located there. 
We have improved and introduced new 
recreation programming, including yoga, 
Pilates, water aerobics and extensive youth 
and adult tennis programs. Pickle ball will 
be coming next spring!” she said.

“Of course, there is more work to do and 
projects to finish. There will be continued 
work on the waterfront development and 
the continuation of the RiverWalk, there 
will be continued work and oversight on the 
revitalization of our already bustling down-
town, including procuring more parking. I 
would like to continue to bring my experi-
ence, talents and enthusiasm to continue to 
make Tarrytown the incredible community 
it is to live in,” McGovern added.

Zollo has been a trustee since 2005, af-
ter serving a previous two-year term from 
1999-2000, and is the liaison to the Police 
and Fire departments. 

“While holding down taxes, after servic-
ing contractual obligations, there is little 
money left for much needed infrastructure 
repairs. Reducing debt and generating rev-
enue for discretionary spending on items 
such as sidewalk repairs, upgrading cross- 
walks, etc. is a main focus of mine,” Zollo 
said. “With our diverse population, I am 
very aware of social justice and immigration 
issues that plague our country. I am confi-
dent that Tarrytown has always been, and 
will continue to be, a safe and secure haven 
for all of our residents.”

“I am conscious of the environment. Sus-
tainability and energy policies affect climate 
change which is both a national and local 
challenge that we all face,” Zollo contin-
ued. “Overdevelopment in Tarrytown, in 
conjunction with the 1,000 plus residences 
being built in Sleepy Hollow, have the po-
tential to suffocate our streets and the sta-
tion area of Tarrytown. We must be vigilant 
so that we don’t allow the character of the 
village that we all cherish to be diminished.”

by Rick Pezzullo

Residents in the Village of Dobbs 
Ferry will be electing a new mayor in 
the November 5 election.

With current Mayor Bob 
McLoughlin not seeking a second 
two-year term, eight-year Trustee 
Vincent Rossillo, as the only declared 
candidate who will appear on the bal-
lot, will be filling the mayoral seat on 
January 1.

“I have been a trustee since 2011. 
During that time, the board has made 
major improvements to our waterfront 
park, community center and pool,” Rossillo 
stated. “As mayor, the board will continue 
to focus on improving infrastructure as well 
as the following areas: collaborative, trans-
parent government decision-making; re-
sponsible development; sound fiscal policy; 
and quality of life issues (safety, cleanliness, 
affordable housing, environmental).”

“In order to accomplish the above issues, 
we will review the Village Comprehensive 
Plan to determine what sections need to be 
updated,” he continued. “It has been over 

10 years since the Vision Plan was enacted 
and a fresh look is needed to ensure that the 
village maintains its unique characteristics. 
Updating the Comprehensive Plan will al-
low the village to set goals and priorities for 
the immediate and distant future.”

Rossillo is a 26-year village resident and 
partner in the law firm Fine, Olin & An-
derman, which represents labor unions and 
union members.

Joining Rossillo on the Democratic ticket 
in the uncontested election are incumbent 
trustees Maura Daroczy and Christy Shep-

pard Knell, who are both seeking 
second terms.

Daroczy, a sales and marketing 
director in the hospitality industry, 
11-year resident and mother of two 
daughters, also feels revising the Vi-
sion Plan is a top priority.

“I’m running for reelection be-
cause one term is not enough when 
there is so much to get done,” Da-
roczy said. “There are still a lot 
of projects, issues and concerns 
I would like to help to provide a 
resolution for. During your first 

term you learn the processes, procedures 
and how things work and how much it re-
ally takes to get things done. Finally, I enjoy 
being the voice to so many residents and 
being able to provide assistance in any way 
I can. For me, continuing is the right thing 
to do. We need to learn and grow together.”

Daroczy said she would like to see an as-
sessment of how the recent development in 
the village over the last few years has im-
pacted traffic, school population and the 
quality of life for residents.

Knell, co-founder and CEO of HudCo, a 

co-working business in the village, has lived 
in Dobbs Ferry since 2012 and is the mar-
ried mother of two preschool-age children.

“During these past two years, I have 
learned a ton about process and how best 
to accomplish our goals. I hope to be able 
to serve another term to follow through on 
some initiatives that I’m passionate about,” 
Knell said. “My main focus this term was 
creating the Downtown Improvement Task 
Force to engage residents in their village 
and propose solutions to enrich the down-
town experience. A key finding of the task 
force was that some sections of the existing 
Vision/Comprehensive Plan for Dobbs Fer-
ry need an update, namely the downtown 
section, and my hope with this next term 
would be to advocate for a Comprehensive 
Plan update to get rolling ASAP.”

A third trustee candidate, Anna Markow-
itz, a Planning Board member who worked 
for the Obama administration, will also ap-
pear on the ballot but she won’t be able to 
serve since she is moving out of the village. 

That seat, which will be vacant when Ros-
sillo becomes mayor, will be filled by an ap-
pointment from Rossillo.

Unopposed Incumbent Tarrytown Trustees Ready for 
Challenges Ahead

Dobbs Ferry to Elect New Mayor in November Election

L-R: Trustees Maura Daroczy, Vincent Rossillo and 
Christy Sheppard Knell.

L-R: Village Justice Kyle McGovern, Trustee Becky McGovern, Mayor Drew Fixell, 
Trustee Doug Zollo and Deputy Mayor Tom Butler.

P
hoto by:  M

argaret Fox
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Police

by Rick Pezzullo

A 59-year-old Tarrytown man was 
charged with fraud by Irvington Police after 
claiming to be a licensed real estate broker 
to renters of properties in the village.

Ricardo O. Gonzalez, 59, of Crest Drive, 
misrepresented himself in four separate 
cases, according to police, who are also in-
vestigating a claim that undocumented im-
migrants have been defrauded by Gonzalez 
but are afraid to report the crimes to the po-
lice. Irvington Police stressed to any victims 
that their status in the United States would 
not be of any concern nor will they even be 
asked their status. 

It is believed that Gonzalez operated 
in numerous jurisdictions throughout 
Westchester and victims should report 
any crimes to the police agency where the 
crimes occurred.

Police said Gonzalez utilized Hotpads.
com, Trulia.com, Craigslist.org, and Zillow.
com to bypass MLS (Multiple Listing Ser-
vice) to � nd potential victims.

Four cases involving Gonzalez that were 
referenced by police were:
>On April 1, 2019, a 46-year old female, 

interested in an apartment rental on Main 

Street, provided the defendant with a bro-
ker’s fee of $2,300 and an application fee of 
$100. � e victim subsequently learned the 
defendant was not a licensed broker and not 
entitled to those fees, but was able to rent 
the apartment from the owners. 
>On April 23, 2019, a 26-year-old fe-

male, interested in an apartment rental on 
North Eckar Street, provided the defendant 
with a broker’s fee of $1,800. � e victim 
subsequently learned that the defendant 
was not a licensed broker and not entitled 
to those fees but was able to rent the apart-

ment from the owners. 
>On July 18, 2019, a 42-year-old female, 

interested in an apartment rental on Main 
Street, provided the defendant with a bro-
kers/holding fee of $2,200 and an applica-
tion fee of $100. � e victim did not get the 
rental apartment and when she requested 
the $2,300 in fees to be returned Gonzalez 
provided her with a check which was denied 
because of insu�  cient funds with which the 
victim incurred additional fees.
>On July 26, 2019, a 57-year-old male, 

interested in the same apartment rental on 

Main Street as the third victim, provided 
the defendant with a broker’s fee of $2,300. 
� e victim did not get the rental apartment 
and when he requested the $2,300 in fees 
to be returned, Gonzalez refused to answer 
calls, texts and emails. 

Gonzalez was remanded to Westches-
ter County Jail on $15,000 cash bail or 
$50,000 bond. Any victims in Irvington are 
requested to call (914) 591-8080 or appear 
in person at Irvington Police headquarters 
at 85 Main Street.

Tarrytown Man Charged with Falsely Claiming to be Real 
Estate Broker

White Plains Resident Who Threatened Supervisor 
Feiner Convicted
by Barrett Seaman

 In a bench trial in the White Plains City 
Court, a White Plains resident was convict-
ed in September of committing a hate crime 
by threatening Greenburgh Town Supervi-
sor Paul Feiner and his family in 2017. 

Timothy Goetze, 44, was sentenced to a 
one-year conditional discharge, 75 hours of 
community service and restrictions under 

an order of protection for Feiner and his 
family.

In August 2017, the Greenburgh Police 
Department investigated three threaten-
ing emails that were sent to Feiner and his 
family in reference to his comments about 
a Confederate monument at a private cem-
etery.

Westchester D.A. Anthony Scarpino said 
that the content of three emails was identi-

cal, albeit under di� erent subject lines: “Hu-
man Rights Education;” “Letter to the Ugly 
Dumb Jew;” and “Letter to the Parasite.” 
� e � nal sentence read: “You better run 
and hide you stupid f--king jew (sic). We 
are coming for you and your family,” signed 
by “Anti-Zionist.” Although the emails did 
not have the Goetze’s name, an investigation 
determined that he was the sender.

MORE» on page 34



by Tom Pedulla

Sean Weiner wanted to find a way to be a 
better neighbor. It used to bother him when 
he made eye contact with someone of a dif-
ferent ethnic background at a local store and 
that stranger remained a stranger.

Weiner decided to take a small, yet in an-
other sense, huge step by helping to fill the 
great need for tutors at Literacy Volunteers 
of the Tarrytowns. He was eventually paired 
with Andres, a young family man from Ec-

uador who has been in the United States for 
nine years. Andres, a carpenter, already was 
relatively advanced in his ability to speak 
English but needed to refine his skills.

They meet for the suggested two hours per 
week and formed a bond neither might have 
envisioned before they were brought togeth-
er by Literacy Volunteers, which is based at 
Warner Library in Tarrytown.

“Very quickly, Andres and I know a lot 
about each other and are close because we 
are actually talking and communicating 

more than with people who are already close 
to us,” Weiner said. “This created the time 
and space for us to connect.”

They sometimes become so engrossed 
in conversation that Weiner will question 
himself after the session about how much 
he taught Andres. Then he realizes how 
valuable it was for Andres merely to speak 
English for two hours with someone there 
to correct him as needed.

Literacy Volunteers of the Tarrytowns is 
celebrating its 45th anniversary this year. 
Most students tend to have extremely lim-
ited knowledge of English.

“Many students come to us with a specific 
need. In that respect, they are very eager 
to learn,” said Mary Jane Driscoll, the or-
ganization’s president. “They need enough 
English to have a job interview or they 
want to know enough English to speak to 
their child’s teacher at school or they need 
enough English to go grocery shopping by 
themselves without a translator.”

Driscoll was recently honored for 30 years 
of service. “It’s helped me connect with the 
community,” she said. “Prior to my involve-
ment with Literacy Volunteers, I basically 
ate and slept in Tarrytown, but I worked 
in New York City and I didn’t really have 
much interaction with the community at 
large. This not only introduced me to people 
in the community who needed help speak-

ing English but with other tutors who were 
willing to donate their time to help those 
people. It’s been a wonderful fellowship.”

Kathy Kee developed such a good rela-
tionship with her student, Ada, that she was 
invited to join the family on the day Ada 
became a United States citizen.

“It was breathtaking,” Kee said of the ex-
perience. “There were so many people in the 
audience of all ages and all nationalities. I 
had never seen anything like it. It was mag-
nificent and she was thrilled.”

Prospective tutors participate in work-
shops that run for three hours each Satur-
day morning for six weeks in either fall or 
spring. There is a $25 fee for materials. An-
other option is to participate in online train-
ing that takes 12 hours to complete at the 
user’s convenience, followed by one orienta-
tion session.

According to Driscoll, approximately 29 
students are on a waiting list for tutors. The 
organization’s goal is to limit or eliminate 
wait time by its 50th anniversary.

Literacy Volunteers of the Tarrytowns Celebrating 45 Years

10    The Hudson Independent    October 2019    www.thehudsonindependent.com

Unsung Heroes

‘Many students come to us with a specific 
need. In that respect, they are very  

eager to learn.’ 
—Mary Jane Driscoll

INDY TALKS

Tune into INDY TALKS,  
The Hudson  Independent’s 
monthly cable TV interview 
show. This month, our show 
will feature a debate be-
tween incumbent Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner and his challenger, Lucas 
Cioffi, a West Point graduate and Army Ranger combat 
veteran, running as an Independent. The show airs on 
Cablevision channel 75 and Fios channel 34 within the 
Town of Greenburgh each Friday of the month at 9:30 
a.m., 3:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. It is also available 24/7 
on our website and Facebook page.  



Three uncontested incumbents are on the ballot in Irvington on Election Day: Mayor 
Brian C. Smith will seek his fifth term as mayor, Deputy Mayor Constance M. Kehoe 
will seek her sixth term as Village Trustee, and Janice Silverberg will seek her third term 

as Trustee. Kehoe and Silverberg are Democrats; Smith is running on the Irvington First 
line.  Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.  For voter and poll location information, con-
tact Village Hall at (914) 591-7070.
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Unopposed Irvington Incumbents Seek Re-Election in Nov.

Elizabeth Mascia 
Child Care Center 
Ages 18 months through 12 years 

~Where children learn, laugh and play

CALL 914-631-2126 
for enrollment information 
SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR FALL GALA 
HONORING ALICE BLOOD 
November 21, 2019 Abigail Kirsch at Tappan Hill 

171 Sheldon Avenue.Tarrytown, NY 10591 

www.masciachildcare.org 
director@masciachildcare.org 

Smith Silverberg Kehoe



by Susan Tolchin

He is an accomplished tap dancer and 
stage actor who performed at Lincoln Cen-
ter, Th e Kennedy Center and in various 
Off  Broadway productions before turning 
to arts and administrative management at 
CCNY. 

She started her acting career performing 
at Th e Kennedy Center and various region-
al theaters, and ran the education and out-

reach department at the Synetic Th eater in 
Washington D.C. Th en she started her own 
yoga business.

Now, together Meghan and David Cov-
ington have created the River’s Edge Th e-
atre Company to cultivate a new theatre 
experience that would combine their skills 
and love of the arts with a yoga outlook. 
“We wanted to take yoga off  the mat and 
into people’s hearts…to send a message that 
theatre connects us in an open-hearted and 

compassionate way” said Meghan. 
And they saw a void. “Westchester has 

wonderful musical and community the-
atre,” she said. “Our goal is to produce 
staged readings of edgier plays that have 
challenging subject matter. We want to start 
a deeper conversation.” 

Th eir fi rst staged reading, “Circle Mirror 
Transformation” by Pulitzer Prize nomi-
nated playwright Annie Baker, will be per-
formed at the Irvington Th eatre on Satur-
day, October 12 at 7:30 p.m., followed by 
an opening night reception. Th e theme is 
connection.

“Th e characters in ‘Circle Mirror Trans-
formation’ walk into a beginners’ acting 
class with their own unique traumas from 
the past, yet through the seemingly simple 
acting exercises they are able to connect to 
one another on a more profound level,” said 
Meghan.

 “Th rough this connection they are able 
to grow, transform, and heal old wounds. 
And as an audience, we can see aspects of 
ourselves in each of the characters, which 
turns into a learning experience in itself.”

“Th is gets to the very core of what theatre 
is meant to do, “she added. “It’s not just to 
entertain, but also to connect us to one an-
other. It also fi ts perfectly with our mission 
to refl ect the human experience, spark con-
versation, and inspire social change.”

Th e Covingtons moved to Ardsley fi ve 
years ago and have three daughters. Th e rest 
of the cast of professional actors are also lo-
cal.  Meredith Siegel is from Irvington; Don 
Creedon, Hastings; Aya Abdallah, Ossining 
and Molly Canu, Tarrytown. Th e director, 
Jessica Irons, is the artistic director for Th e-
atre O in Ossining. 

In keeping with Meghan’s and David’s 
philosophy to give back to the community, 
the Covingtons plan to give a percentage of 
the proceeds of every play to a charity that 
is aligned with the theme of the produc-
tion.  Proceeds from this staged reading will 
go to Family to Family, a non-profi t, grass-
roots hunger and poverty relief organization 
in Hastings that is dedicated to providing 
food, personal hygiene products and other 
basic life essentials to American families 
struggling with the challenges of poverty. 

Tickets for the performance are $20. For 
more information, visit www.riversedgeth-
eatre.com. 

Local Couple Starts Innovative Th eatre Company
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A TWO HUNDRED DOLLAR RHINOCEROS
A ONE-ACT PLAY

Written by RICHARD LOBEL

Directed by RICK CHARLES MUELLER

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH AT 4:00 PM

IRVINGTON THEATER, IRVINGTON, NY
TICKETS $20  WWW.IRVINGTONTHEATER.COM
A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT  

COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS

FINALIST
BEST 
PLAY 

STRAWBERRY 
ONE-ACT FESTIVAL

MARCH 2019

WINNER
BEST 

DIRECTOR 
STRAWBERRY 

ONE-ACT FESTIVAL

MARCH 2019

THE IRVINGTON THEATER AND RICHARD LOBEL PRESENT

Arts & Entertainment

Intergenerational 
Arts Program: 

Children and older adults 
come together to make 
music and art side-by-
side at The Neighborhood 
House Intergenerational 
Arts Program. Registration 
Required for free pro-
grams: www.tinyurl.com/
IGArtsTarrytown.

‘Westchester has wonderful musical 
and community theatre. Our goal is 

to produce staged readings of edgier 
plays that have challenging 

subject matter. We want to start 
a deeper conversation.’

—Meagan Covington



by Maria Ann Roglieri

Local National Merit Scholarship 
Semifinalists

Congratulations to the following students 
for outstanding performance on the PSAT’s 
which made them National Merit Scholar-
ship semifinalists:
>Dobbs Ferry High School: Zachary Co-

hen and Corbin Velonis.
>The Masters School: Dara J. Anhouse, 

Lawrence T. Azzariti, Sarah Faber, and 
Owen Pietsch.
>Hastings High School: Alexander P. 

Weitzman. 
>Irvington High School: Rishit Gupta, 

Adriana I. Palmieri, and Aidan J. Sullivan. 
More than 90 percent of the semi-final-

ists will be named finalists in the coming 
months. Fifty percent of the finalists will be 
awarded a scholarship.

Irvington Artist’s Work Exhibited

Irvington’s Lea Carmichael is one of 29 
artists featured in an art exhibit entitled 
“We’re Not in Kansas Anymore: Journeys to 
Places Real and Imagined” in Hastings Vil-
lage Hall. The exhibit is to celebrate Billie 
Burke who is known for her role as Glinda 
the Good Witch, on the 80th anniversary of 
The Wizard of Oz. The exhibit is presented 
by Hastings-On-Hudson Arts Commission 
and Hastings Historical Society.

Artists from Rivertowns Exhibit at 
The Chair Show

Congratulations to local artists Les Von 
Losberg and Joel Sherry (Sleepy Hollow), 
Selene Smerling (Irvington) and Susan 
Rowe Harrison (Dobbs Ferry) for being se-
lected to exhibit in The Chair Show, an ex-
hibit in ArtsWestchester’s Gallery through 
October 19, which includes sculptural, con-
ceptual, functional and dysfunctional forms 
of seating, as well as paintings and installa-
tions inspired by chairs. Janet T. Langsam, 
CEO of ArtsWestchester explained, “Chairs 
are dependable, familiar, everyday objects, 
but many artists in our show are looking at 
chairs as if for the first time.  Our open call 
was met with overwhelming response from 
regional artists and designers working in 
different media. You’ll see three-dimension-
al works made from carved, bent or painted 

wood; metals, fabrics, and various recycled 
materials; paintings, photographs, and vid-
eo and multi-media installations…Some 
artists play with size, scale and unexpected 
proportions and shapes; some use the chair 
as a canvas on which to paint and conjure a 
whole world, either familiar or imaginary.”

Phelps Emergency Dept. Awarded 
Level 3 Geriatric Accreditation

This accreditation means that Phelps’ 
emergency department provides notewor-
thy and outstanding care for older adults. 
The care is offered using a three-level system 
similar to that of trauma center designations 
which is based on guidelines (recently de-
veloped by numerous professional medical 
organizations) that include adding geriat-
ric-friendly equipment to specialized staff 
for routine screenings. Barry Geller, MD, 
Chairman, Emergency Medicine at Phelps, 
said, “The Phelps’ Emergency Department 
Geriatric accreditation marks the culmina-
tion of many years of planning and prepa-
ration. Through interdisciplinary collabo-
ration, the Department has enacted many 
geriatric friendly initiatives which have re-
sulted in a higher level of care for our geriat-
ric population.”  Dr. Geller went on to say, 
“We are proud to offer cutting edge innova-
tion to better treat this vulnerable segment 
of our population. We look forward to con-
tinuing and elevating our commitment to 
the geriatric community we serve.”

 
Tarrytown Actor Presents 
Shakespearean Play

Congratulations to Tarrytown’s Keith 
Hamilton Cobb for the August New York 
premiere of his play, American Moor, a 
“spellbinding journey through Shakespeare 
and race,” which has been presented at the 
Red Bull Theater. Cobb grew up in Tarry-
town, got a BFA in acting from NYU and 
worked in television, appearing on All My 
Children, Andromeda, The Young and The 
Restless, Noah’s Ark, The Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air, Boston Common, Suddenly Susan, One 
On One, The Twilight Zone, and CSI: Mi-
ami. He also worked in theater, appearing 
in the Shakespeare Theater, the Denver 
Theater Center, Red Bull Theater, the Hun-
tington Theatre Company, the Orlando 
Shakespeare Festival, and many others. 

SAT, OCT 5
1-8PM

dobbs ferry
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Watercooler

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
sta� @pleasantvillebooks.com

Come browse our selection of 
hand-selected books, 

unique cards and more! 
Open seven days a week. 

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR

MAXIMUM.
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Friday, October 18, 2019

Get your tie-dye on
 for the 11th Annual Family YMCA at Tarrytown

at the  
Tarrytown

House

Don’t miss this event! 
Be sure to reserve your tickets  

by October 11, 2019

HONORING

The Rivertown Runners and 
their President and Co-Founder, Todd Ruppel

HOP ON THE MAGICAL MYSTICAL BUS

for fine food, intoxicating spirits, melodious music 
and the WILDEST DANCE PARTY OF THE SEASON! 

ORDER TICKETS ONLINE 

www.ymcatarrytown.org
or contact Masquerade Ball Chair Lesa Dalton 
914.418.5563 or lesad@ymcatarrytown.org

All event proceeds will benefit the Strong Kids Scholarship Fund for 
Underserved Children & Families at the Family YMCA at Tarrytown.

Sponsors as of August 22, 2019. Additional sponsorhip and underwriting opportunities are still available – please contact Lesa Dalton at 914.418.5563

Jenny & Kiran Batheja     Nancy Jones     Christine & Edward Napoleon

EVENT SPONSOR

Rivertown 
Runners

Special thanks to these generous supporters:

Happy Halloween!
Wishing you a safe and

spooky season, from all of us
at Allan Block Insurance

www.allanblockinsurance.com

Allan Block Insurance
Tarrytown, NY
(914) 631-4353

sales@ambins.com
For more info visit: www.sleepyhollowtarrytownchamber.com

 or email: info@sleepyhollowtarrytownchamber.com

Saturday, October 12th, 2019 
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Beekman Avenue, Sleepy Hollow

BIGGER &BETTER!!!!
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1 2
1.  Major League Baseball Commission-

er Rob Manfred (L) received a check 
to benefit Make-A-Wish from JP 
Doyle’s annual benefit softball game.

—Photo Sunny McLean

2.  On Sept. 12, Phelps Hospital held a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for a new 
pediatric center on the fifth floor of 
the main building.

—Photo by Barrett Seaman

3.  At the Village Cultural Festival in 
Sleepy Hollow Sept. 23, organizers 
presented the village with $2,000 
raised from the Horseman Soccer 
Tournament.

—Photo Sunny McLean

4.  Kids’ Club of Tarrytown and Sleepy 
Hollow was honored to receive a gen-
erous donation from Tarry Crest Swim 
& Tennis Club, from funds raised at 
their Ladies’ Member/Guest tourna-
ment on September 7. 

Viewfinder
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2 3



Daniel P.  McCormick, 66
Daniel P. McCormick, a former Irving-

ton resident, died in his sleep September 8 
in Show Low, Arizona. He was 66.

He graduated in 1971 from Irvington 
High School, where he excelled at both 
football and wrestling.

After graduation he attended Arizona 
State University where he studied busi-
ness. After ASU he and his brother George 
began a small pizza restaurant. Their busi-
ness became so successful they moved to 

a larger venue where they opened Tony’s 
New Yorker, which included a small night-
club. Along with three consecutive “Best 
of Phoenix” awards for their great Italian 
food, Mr. McCormick’s love for music 
helped make Tony’s one of the building 
blocks that made Blues music a staple in 
the Phoenix Valley.

After closing Tony’s in the 1990s, Mr. 
McCormick moved to Show Low and be-
came food and beverage manager at the 
Silver Creek Golf Club. He soon met his 

wife Shirley McCormick, and her family 
instantly became his. He leaves a legacy of 
friendship and kindness that is shared with 
many of his former employees who worked 
their way through college at Tony’s.

Kytsa Kyriakidis, 84
Kytsa Kyriakidis, a longtime resident of 

Sleepy Hollow, died September 14 after a 
long illness. She was 84.

Born in Alonakia, Greece, she was mar-
ried to Paul Kyriakidis, and along with 

their three children they emigrated to Tar-
rytown in September 1969, joining her 
mother and brother to provide better op-
portunities for her family. In addition to 
raising her family she was a seamstress and 
dressmaker and had other jobs to help sup-
port her family. She will always be remem-
bered as a wonderful wife and mother and 
a devoted and loving grandmother. Her 
grandchildren were the center of her life. 

broke about halfway through her pregnancy. 
With Thompson by her side  (“She spoke up 
for me,” Dunbar-Cano said. “She was my 
doula.”), they headed to the hospital, where 
the only option given was to induce labor 
and deliver her baby, a daughter named Ol-
ivia, who was too young to survive. 

“It was very difficult, and it lighted my 
fire,” Dunbar-Cano said. She has since 
had two healthy daughters, after finding a 
healthcare provider who was able to help 
her find what she needed to carry her babies 
to term.

The women are currently working to 
launch “The Olivia Fund” which will be 
created to support families that have faced 
a similar traumatic past birthing experience. 
“The ideal candidate will be a woman of 

color that has suffered a past loss through 
childbirth or similar trauma,” Dunbar-
Cano said. “Our intention is to collabo-
rate with other birth professionals to offer 
full comprehensive birthing services.” The 
women plan to fundraise to offset the cost 
of services so there will be no cost to the 
family. “It is our intention to honor Olivia 
as she is truly the passion behind our work 
and to help change the mortality rates, one 
birth at a time,” Dunbar-Cano said. 

Jeni Howe, a certified birth and postpar-
tum doula, has worked with 44 women to 
date. Thirty-three of the women gave birth 
in a hospital, which can be a tricky setting 
for a doula to navigate, as it’s essential for 
doulas to perform their duties in a way that 
keeps the mother feeling safe and empow-
ered, while also respecting the hospital set-
ting around them. With the increased use of 
doulas, there is a risk that tensions can arise 

in the labor and delivery room between the 
obstetrician, who is tasked with delivering a 
healthy baby, and the doula, who is tasked 
with ensuring the mother feels supported. 
“Technically a doula should never be in the 
role of advocate,” said Howe. “Advocacy is 
a huge part of the doula’s work, but how 
that is manifested is very delicate. We are 
empowering women to advocate for them-
selves.” 

As of 2012, around six percent of wom-
en used a doula during childbirth, which 
equates to 240,000 of the nearly four mil-
lion women that give birth in the U.S. every 
year. Of those women who did not have a 
doula but understood what they were, 27 
percent — or over one million — would 
have liked to have one.

On a federal level, various initiatives are 
in place to improve the safety of women in 
childbirth, some of which have been around 

for decades. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) started a Preg-
nancy Mortality Surveillance System in 
1986 to gather more clinical information 
which is analyzed by CDC scientists, and 
the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists (ACOG) has initiated a four 
tiered approach which includes providing 
holistic care after childbirth and improving 
access to care.

According to an ACOG Committee 
Opinion that was published in 2017, evi-
dence suggests that continuous one on one 
emotional support, such as a doula, along-
side standard nursing care is associated with 
improved outcomes for women in labor. 

“We have to make doulas a non-luxury 
item,” Howe said. “None of this is cherry 
on the top stuff. We can do this for women, 
can’t we?”
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Books, CDs and DVDs all at bargain prices 

On the lawn of the

Friends of the Warner Library

SATURDAY & SUNDAY  OCTOBER 19 & 20   10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

121 North Broadsway, Tarrytown NY, for more information call 631-7734
www.warnerlibrary.org

Continued from page 5
Doulas

Obituaries



by Barrett Seaman

While most kids and their families in 
the area, as well as costume stores and su-
permarkets, will be spending this month 
preparing for Halloween, the big event that 
falls each year on October 31st, the various 
Hispanic populations in the rivertowns see 
the day after Halloween, November 1st as 
the time to celebrate All Saints Day, or Dia 
de Los Santos, otherwise known as Dia de los 
Muertos, the Day of the Dead. Many Do-
minican, Ecuadorian, Mexican or Colom-
bian children don’t even go trick or treating 
the night before. Th ey and their families 
will spend the evening preparing special 
foods, some of which will be brought to 
the grave sites of departed family members 
in cemeteries around the county—just as 
friends and relatives in their native countries 
will make a pilgrimage to the resting places 
of their loved ones.

Mexicans are known to have elaborate cel-
ebrations, with music and dancing as well as 
pilgrimages with food and fl owers to cem-
eteries. Mexican-born Adriana Murphy of 
Sleepy Hollow Manor throws a party with 
her friends and neighbors—none of whom 
are Mexican, she said—”where everyone 
brings a photo of a loved one and tells a sto-
ry about that person.” As an example, she 
explained, “I had a photo of my dad with 
a book because he loved to read, and a can 
of Coke because he loved that. Whoever 
wishes to share a story is welcome to do so. 
It’s a lovely celebration because it feels like 
they are with us.” 

Th e Dominican and Ecuadorian popu-
lations, the latter being largest in Sleepy 
Hollow, are less demonstrative and more 
church-oriented, as are Colombians. Mar-
garita Meyer said she celebrates by going to 
mass. “I pray for the souls of all who have 
died, that is what was taught to me and I 
carry on that tradition passed down from 
my Colombian roots.”

At Sleepy Hollow’s Saint Teresa Church, 

according to Luis Tenezaca, the priest wears 
purple vestments on Dia de Los Santos and 
says a mass for the dead. Parishioners, who 
traditionally dress in black for the day, make 
specifi c foods in preparation for what is a 
three-day observance. Regina Tenezaca, 
Luis’ wife, describes Cola de Morada, which 
is made from black cornmeal, fruits and 
blackberries, as a mainstay dish. Another 
staple: doll-shaped guaguas de pan, or “baby 
breads,” which are often taken to the cem-
etery and laid on gravesites. Some cultures, 
mainly Mexican, make “sugar skulls,” which 

are meringue and sugar confections decorat-
ed with candy sprinkles and sequins.

With no one cemetery in Westchester 
where there is a concentration of deceased 
Latinos, Dia de Los Muertos practices are 
less likely to be apparent to the larger popu-
lation. Th e variety of practices refl ects diff er-
ing cultural roots. All stem from the fourth 
century Catholic celebration of All Saints 
Day, but each culture’s traditions incorpo-
rates indigenous pagan practices—those of 
the Incas in Ecuador, for example, or Aztecs 
in Mexico.

Centuries ago, All Saints Day, once All 
Hallows Day, was the centerpiece of this 
seasonal celebration in the larger Catholic 
world. All Hallows Eve—or Halloween—
was merely anticipatory, like Christmas 
Eve. In America, the costumed renditions 
of ghosts and goblins have gradually given 
way to the likenesses of a vast array of fairy 
tale princesses, Ewoks and Superheroes. But 
among local Hispanics, the real dead are not 
forgotten.
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For the Area’s Latin Communities, It’s Not Halloween That Counts

by Alexa BrandenbergInquiring Photographer

“Are You Looking Forward to the Upcoming Halloween Season?”

Emily Haluska
Irvington

“Defi nitely. I have kids and they 
enjoy all the events in the area.”

Christian Jaillite
Tarrytown

“No. I’m happy for the village 
and the money they make, but 
the traffi  c is more horrifi c than 
the holiday.”

Kevin Miller
Tarrytown

“Yes, because of the unique 
spirit in the Sleepy Hollow/
Tarrytown area.”

Marie Barry
Sleepy Hollow

“I am. It’s hectic and fun, but 
there’s no place I would rather 
celebrate Halloween than in 
these historic towns.”

Andre Barth-Fisher
Dobbs Ferry

“I’m very much looking forward 
to it, especially because I’m 
wearing a costume that goes to-
gether with my best friend, Ceci. 
I’ve never done that before.”

Left: Adriana Murphy of Sleepy Hollow Manor next to her ofrenda with family photographs; Center: Doll-shaped guaguas de 
pan, or “baby breads,” which are often taken to the cemetery and laid on gravesites; Right: Honoring deceased relatives at a 
cemetery in Patzcuaro, Mexico.

The Hudson Independent’s OCTOBER QUIZ  What do you know about Halloween?

To fi nd the answers to these questions visit � e Hudson Independent’s website at thehudsonindependent.com.

1 The holiday originated from which 
of the following?  
•  American Indian practices  
• Traditional activities in Colonial 

America
• The ancient Celtic religion

2 Halloween became popular in 
America in which century?

• The 1700s
• The 1800s
• The 1900s

3The custom of Trick or Treat 
originally came from: 
• A popular vaudeville act in the U.S.A.
• A practice called “guising”
• Pilgrims offering gifts to native 

Americans

Halloween – The day is Thursday, October 31st! Children, and many adults, look forward to the holiday enthusiastically as one of their favor-
ite days, with bizarre costumes, parties and trick-or-treats among the features that make it so appealing to millions.  For our villages, it is of 
particular signifi cance with many local events taking place associated with Halloween; parades, Lantern Tours, Haunted Hayrides and Historic 
Hudson Valley’s “The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze” and the “Sleepy Hollow Experience,” “Horseman’s Hollow,” and so many more happenings. 
The holiday and its accompanying practices have some interesting origins.  Have you the answers to these Halloween quiz questions?  



by Dana White

This fall, scores of Halloween tourists will 
descend on the Old Dutch Burying Ground 
and Sleepy Hollow Cemetery. While Wash-
ington Irving’s Headless Horseman may 
be the main attraction, an 18th century 
sandstone grave marker near the back en-
trance to the Old Dutch Church offers a less 
spooky and more moving tale. Recently re-
stored to its original spot after being vandal-
ized and misplaced, the headstone of little 
Frederic Van Wart, dead at one month of 
age, adds fresh nuance to one of the most 
famous events of the American Revolution: 
the capture of Major John Andre.

This tale of history lost and found be-
gins at Sparta Cemetery in Ossining, two 
miles north of Sleepy Hollow on Route 9. 
Second only to the Old Dutch in age and 
importance on this side of Westchester 
County, Sparta is owned and maintained 
by the Town of Ossining. On September 
15, 2018, members of the Ossining His-
toric Cemeteries Conservancy, a nonprofit 
group dedicated to the preservation of Dale 
and Sparta Cemeteries, were cleaning head-
stones at Sparta, a monthly ritual during the 
spring and summer. 

Patty Bassak, an OHCC board member, 
happened upon an abandoned headstone 
near the crest of the cemetery. It was lying 
broken and face-up among some bushes. It 
bore an iconic soul effigy on top, a winged 
skull that symbolizes the soul’s flight to 
Heaven. The top third of the gravestone 
was broken at an angle. Bassak thought it 
looked older than many of the other head-
stones in Sparta, more like those found in 
the Old Dutch Burying Ground. Bassak 
cleaned the stone and wrote down the in-
scription: In memory of Frederic son of Isaac 
& Rachel Van Wart who died Jan’y 18, AD 
1790. Aged 1 Month and 7 Days. 

Bassak called over OHCC president Jane 
Botticelli. Together, they wondered if the 
dead baby’s father was the same Isaac Van 
Wart who stopped and searched Major John 
Andre, the British officer who was smug-
gling Benedict Arnold’s plans for West Point 
to New York City. “We knew there was a 
famous Isaac Van Wart, which prompted 
further digging,” says Bassak.

Bassak searched for the Van Wart family 
on Findagrave.com, a website that includes 
information on nearly 200 million gravesites 
in the U.S. She discovered that Isaac and Ra-
chel Van Wart, Frederic’s parents, are buried 
in the cemetery of the Elmsford Reformed 
Church in Elmsford, but that Frederic was 
buried in the Old Dutch Burying Ground. 
So, what was his headstone doing under a 
bush in Ossining? A visit to the Old Dutch 

revealed an empty spot where Frederic Van 
Wart’s headstone once stood.

Martha Mesiti, former Ossining Town 
Historian and reference librarian at the 
Mount Pleasant Public Library in Pleas-
antville, offered her help. She located a 
1953 book about the Old Dutch Burying 
Ground that showed every headstone in-
cluding Frederic’s, before it was removed, 
probably by vandals. When she discovered 
written proof of his brief life using geneal-
ogy notes at the Westchester County His-
torical Society, she said “Bingo! Researchers 
live for putting the pieces together like this,” 
Mesiti said.

After this confirmation, Botticelli contact-
ed Aubrey Hawes, president of the Friends 
of the Old Dutch Church and Burying 
Ground, a nonprofit that assists in restora-
tion, maintenance and promoting aware-
ness of this historic landmark. “We knew 
the stone had been missing, but weren’t sure 
for how long,” says Hawes. On November 
5, he went to Sparta to see the stone, and 
recognized it as belonging to little Frederic 
Van Wart. 

Baby Frederic was born and died ten years 
after his father became a war hero. In 1780, 
Corporal Isaac Van Wart was 22 years old 
and married to Rachel Storms when he and 
two other militiamen, John Paulding and 
David Williams, were patrolling for looters 
on what is now Route 9. British spy Major 
Andre was traveling on foot with the plans 
for West Point tucked in his boot. Van Wart 
stopped and searched him, and Benedict 
Arnold’s scheme to hand West Point—and 
possibly the war—to the British Army was 
exposed. Afterwards, Van Wart and his 
compatriots were handsomely rewarded 
for their deed with a silver medal presented 
by George Washington himself, as well as 
farms and large pensions.

After the war, Isaac and Rachel Van Wart 
went on to have five children, Frederic being 
the third. Surely the vandals who broke his 
headstone decades ago and then dumped it 
in Sparta Cemetery had no idea they were 
desecrating the grave of a child of an Ameri-
can hero who is honored with a monument 

at Patriots Park in Tarrytown, at the very 
spot where Major Andre was arrested.

Cemetery vandalism has long been a 
problem in Westchester and elsewhere, es-
pecially in the 1970s. As renowned West-
chester historian Gray Williams put it in a 
2007 article in The New York Times, “These 
are nooks of history that are easily forgotten, 
and they get vandalized.” With the blessing 
of Ossining Town Supervisor Dana Leven-
berg, plans were made to return Frederic’s 
headstone to its rightful place. “I saw it as a 
great way to connect Sparta Cemetery and 
the Old Dutch,” says Levenberg. “It needed 
to go home.”

First, the headstone had to be removed 
and repaired. Hawes contacted Bob Car-
penter, a sculptor and carver who restores 
historic headstones. “I get excited putting 
them back together, especially Revolution-
ary War soldiers,” says Carpenter, who grew 
up in Sleepy Hollow. “They have stories to 
tell, if people are willing to listen.”

Carpenter met with Botticelli, Bassak and 
another OHCC board member, Bill Losee, 
at Sparta Cemetery. “I got on my knees and 
dug him out and put him in the back of 
my car.”  Carpenter then drove to the Old 
Dutch Burying Ground. Hawes had staked 
the spot where Frederic Van Wart’s head-
stone belonged. Carpenter suspected there 
was a third piece to the headstone, the base, 
and began to probe the ground for it, with 
no luck. 

“By accident, I looked to my left, and be-
hind this large sandstone marker five feet 
away I see a piece of red sandstone stick-
ing out of the ground. I pulled it out and 
cleaned it off and carried it down to my 
car,” Carpenter recalls. He compared it to 
the bottom of Frederic’s headstone, and it fit 
perfectly. “Sure enough, this was the miss-
ing piece. I was over the moon!” Finding the 
base meant the stone would sit high enough 
that the full inscription could be read. 

Carpenter took the pieces of the head-
stone home to Yonkers, where they spent 
the winter on his living room table. “I was 
waiting for the weather to break so I could 

bring it back to the Old Dutch, put it to-
gether and set it.” As he thought about the 
child’s brief life, he became attached to his 
story. “Looking at baby Frederic’s stone on 
my table all through the winter, it grew on 
me. I wanted to do a good job, to make it 
look as original as possible, for him.”

After the winter, Carpenter put the head-
stone back together at the Old Dutch Bury-
ing ground, using techniques he learned in 
Germany as an art student, which are “clos-
er to the middle ages than the 21st century.” 
Over half a dozen sessions, he carefully re-
set the bottom piece and filled in the earth 
around it. He then attached the middle 
and top pieces using “very expensive Ger-
man glue.” To fill in the gaps left by missing 
parts, he re-created and colorized the stone, 
touching it up until it was a near-perfect 
match. 

When the work was finished, Hawes or-
ganized an unveiling of the re-set gravestone 
for June 1, 2019. The guest list included 
Sleepy Hollow mayor Ken Wray and his 
wife Lynn Moffet Wray, as well as several 
Van Wart descendants. Carpenter set up a 
display of his stone-cutting tools and meth-
ods. The ceremony began in the Old Dutch 
Church, with an eloquent speech by head 
docent Deb McCue, who recounted the 
history of the Van Warts, and ended with a 
stirring performance of The Ballad of Major 
Andre. Outside at the gravesite, Jeff Garga-
no, pastor of the Reformed Church of the 
Tarrytowns, asked the attended audience to 
imagine Frederic’s parents standing on this 
very spot, “their hearts breaking because 
their little boy has died. Think of the great 
sadness, the hopes dashed, a future for their 
son cut off…. So today we stand here to 
honor their love and their grief. What was 
lost has been found.”

One of the guests in attendance was Gregg 
Van Wert, a direct descendant of Isaac Van 
Wart’s brother Abraham (the “Van Wert” 
spelling occurred when “Van Wart” was 
misspelled in the Congressional Record). 
The New Jersey resident never knew baby 
Frederic existed since the headstone was 
missing for so many years. “It’s easy to vi-
sualize,” he says, “given the Sleepy Hollow 
and the Irving connection, some kids one 
moonlit Halloween night, kicking it over 
and taking it as a prank.” 

For Van Wert, baby Frederic’s homecom-
ing was bittersweet. “We’ve always been 
very happy and proud of our ancestor, 
hailed throughout his life as a hero. The 
harsh reality is that during Colonial times, 
life was hard. To lose an infant at that age 
had to bring sadness into his life. Given all 
the glory that Isaac received, he probably 
would’ve given it all back just to have his 
son alive.”

Dana White is the Ossining Village Histo-
rian and a board member of the Ossining 
Historic Cemeteries Conservancy.
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A Sleepy Hollow Homecoming

How the Headstone of the Son of a Revolutionary War Hero was 
Returned to its Rightful Place

To read A New Halloween Story by 
Elaine Marranzano, visit our website 
www.thehudsonindependent.com.

L to R: Ossining Historic Cemetery 
Conservancy board members (from 
left) Patty Bassak and Jane Botticelli, 
along with research librarian Martha 
Mesiti (right), solved the mystery of the 
missing headstone; Old Dutch Church 
Pastor Jeff Gargano at the stone.

—Photos By: Dana White



October 1-31

Historic Hudson Valley Events

The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze: Van Cortlandt 
Manor in Croton-on-Hudson. Features more 
than 7,000 illuminated Jack O’lanterns---all 
designed and hand-carved on site by a team of 
artisans---on display for a record 49 nights until 
November 30. Timed tickets only purchased 
on-line at www.hudsonvalley.org. Tickets start 
at $23 for adults, $17 for children (ages 3-17). 
Tickets for children two and under and HHV 
members are free. For more information, call 
(914) 366-6900.

Horseman’s Hollow: Back for a spine-tingling 
10th year, transforming historic Philipsburg 
Manor in Sleepy Hollow into an 18th century 
village driven mad by The Headless Horseman. 
Award-winning makeup, costume designers and 
a 40-member cast of actors put on an interac-
tive, terrifying experience with state-of-the-art 
special effects. Horseman’s Hollow is held 16 
nights (Oct. 4-6; 11-13; 18-20; 25-27; 31 and 
Nov. 1-3). Online tickets: $22 ($28 on Saturdays). 
Visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

The Unsilent Picture: Based on the Washington 
Irving story “The Adventure of the Mysterious 
Picture,” and shot at Van Cortlandt Manor in 
Croton. The movie will be shown at the Philips-
burg Manor Visitor Center throughout October. 
$15 for adults, $10 for children. Visit: www.hud-
sonvalley.org. to purchase tickets, get screening 
times. Call 914-366-6900 for more information.

Other HHV Events

The Sleepy Hollow Experience: An interactive 
performance at Washington Irving’s Sunnyside 
which features professional musicians and sing-
ers; Home of the ‘Legend:’ a family-friendly 
daytime event at Sunnyside that includes a 
spooky tour of Irving’s home, a scavenger hunt, 
storytellers and other games; and Irving’s ‘Leg-

end:” where master storytellers Jonathan Kruk 
and Jim Keyes offer dramatic readings of Irving’s 
classic tale, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.” Visit 
www.hudsonvalley.org.

Tuesday 1

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow Celebration: 
7 to 8 p.m. at Christ Episcopal Church 43 S. 
Broadway Tarrytown. Info: Trish Weyenberg: 
booklovertrish@gmail.com.

Wednesday 9

Three Wednesday showings throughout 
October of the silent movie, The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow, at the Old Dutch Church will be 
accompanied by John Keyes playing the organ 
starting October 9 at 5:30 p.m. www.Reformed-
churchtarrytowns.org.

Friday 11

Friday The 13th IV - The Final Chapter: A 35th 
anniversary screening of the fi lm, followed by 
a Q&A with composer Harry Manfredini, who 
scored the Friday the 13th fi lms; 11:15 p.m. Tar-
rytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 12

Headless Horseman: Christopher Rondina, 
author of Legends of Sleepy Hollow: The Lost 
History of the Headless Horseman, will discuss 
the haunting true history of “The Legend”; 2 p.m. 
at Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown. 
Info: 631-7734.

Edgar Allan Poe Event: NEVERMORE: An Eve-
ning with Edgar Allan Poe; 7:30 p.m. at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

The Old Dutch Fest: The last three Saturdays/
Sundays in October, the Church hosts The Old 
Dutch Fest from 12 - 4:30 p.m. Dutch food and 

brew, tours of the Burying Ground,  a children’s 
scavenger hunt and prizes, souvenirs sold and 
The Headless Horseman, of course. www.
Reformedchurchtarrytowns.org.

Thursday 17

Jay Ghoul’s House of Curiosities: Performanc-
es on Oct. 17, 18, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27 and 31 
at Lyndhurst, 635 S.  Broadway Tarrytown. Visit: 
http://lyndhurst.org. 

Pumpkin Carving Spooktacular: 6 p.m. at the 
James Harmon Community Center in Hastings. 
Info: https://www.hastingsgov.org/recreation-de-
partment/news/save-dates-hastings-recreation-
halloween-weekend-october-17th-20th.

Friday 18

Haunted House Friday: 6 to 9 p.m. at the 
Chempka Pool in Hastings. Info: https://www.
hastingsgov.org/recreation-department/news/
save-dates-hastings-recreation-halloween-
weekend-october-17th-20th.

Saturday 19

Downtown Window Painting: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in Hastings. Pre-registration is required. Info: 
https://www.hastingsgov.org/recreation-depart-
ment/news/save-dates-hastings-recreation-
halloween-weekend-october-17th-20th.

Sleepy Hollow Legend: William Allen Jones’ 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, performed Oct. 
19, 24, 25 and 26 at 8 p.m. and on Oct. 20 at 2 
p.m. at the Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85 Main 
St. Info: 591-6602, boxoffi ce@irvingtonny.gov or 
http://www.irvingtontheater.com/.

Howol-O-Ween Dog Parade: 3:30 p.m. at 585 
Warburton Ave., Hastings. Info: https://www.
hastingsgov.org/recreation-department/news/
save-dates-hastings-recreation-halloween-
weekend-october-17th-20th.

Wednesday, 23

Tech Up Your Halloween: Create a light up 
mask with wearable electronics; 3:30 p.m. at 
Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown. 
Info: 631-7734.

Thursday 24

Dramatic Reading: A dramatic reading of 
Washington Irving’s The Legend of Sleepy Hol-
low, at Warner Library, performed by voice actor 
Alan Sklar at 7 p.m.

Saturday 26

Creepy Carnival: 2 to 3:30 p.m. at Warner 
Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown. Info: 631-
7734. For kids three and older. 

Tarrytown Halloween Parade: The 18th annual 
Village of Tarrytown Halloween Parade, 5:30 p.m. 
Info: www.tarrytownhalloweenparade.com or 
631-8347.

Thursday 31

Halloween Ragamuffi n Parade: 1:30 to 4 p.m.  
Start from James Harmon Community Center 
in Hastings. Info: https://www.hastingsgov.org/
recreation-department/news/save-dates-hast-
ings-recreation-halloween-weekend-october-
17th-20th.

Dobbs Ferry Halloween Downtown Trick or 
Treat: 4 to 10 p.m. Cedar and Main Streets will 
be closed off so children can trick or treat in a 
safe environment. Music provided by Rooney 
Tunes Entertainment.

Trunk Or Treat: 4:30 to 6 p.m. at the Chempka 
Pool in Hastings. Info: https://www.hastingsgov.
org/recreation-department/news/save-dates-
hastings-recreation-halloween-weekend-octo-
ber-17th-20th.
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2019 Halloween Happenings
Check out the complete Happenings directory for OCTOBER online: thehudsonindependent.com/events and post your own event

The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze Back for Record 49 Nights
by Rick Pezzullo

Halloween is just around the corner, 
and for the last 15 years Th e Great Jack 
O’Lantern Blaze at Van Cortlandt Manor in 
Croton-on-Hudson has wowed hundreds of 
thousands of visitors.

Presented by Historic Hudson Valley 
(HHV), the largest non-profi t cultural orga-
nization in Westchester County, the Blaze, 
which features more than 7,000 illuminated 
jack o’lanterns—designed and hand-carved 
on site by a team of artisans—will make 
memories for a record 49 nights.

Th e electrifying fun began on Septem-
ber 20 and will continue until November 
30—utilizing more than 200,000 pounds 
of pumpkins.

Attendance at the Blaze, widely acclaimed 
as one of the nation’s best fall extravagan-
zas, has increased 870% since it debuted in 
2005. Last year, more than 180,000 visitors 
walked the carefully crafted path. Th is year, 
more than 250,000 people are expected to 
enjoy the Halloween season at the Blaze and 
other events in the area.

Creative Director Michael Natiello leads a 
small team of Historic Hudson Valley staff  
and local artists who carve. In addition, 

more than 1,000 volunteers help 
scoop and light the pumpkins. 

New creations this year on the 
grounds include the Sleepy Hol-
low Headless Horseman Bridge 
and a Museum of Pumpkin Art. 
Returning favorites include the 
Pumpkin Zee Bridge, Pump-
kin Carousel, Statue of Liberty, 
aquatic creatures, medieval cas-
tle and signs of the zodiac.

Th e leisurely walk is accom-
panied by a spooky soundtrack 
created by musician, radio per-
sonality and Halloween fanatic Richard 
Christy. Th e new tracks, plus soundtracks 
from “Blaze: Th e Soundtrack Volume I & 
II” are available as digital downloads and 
streams from iTunes, Amazon and Google 
Play.

Th e Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze Shop of-
fers a full bounty of Blaze-specifi c merchan-
dise such as candles, hats, T-shirts, magnets, 
caps, mugs and jewelry.

In addition, Café Blaze, by Geordane’s of 
Irvington, off ers culinary treats, including 
soup, veggie chili, muffi  ns, pumpkin cook-
ies and cider. Adult beverages available are 
wine by the glass, hard cider from 1911 and 

beer from the Elmfsord-based Captain Law-
rence Brewing Company.

Timed tickets to the Blaze can only be 
purchased online at www.hudsonvalley.org. 
Tickets start at $23 for adults and $17 for 
children (ages 3-17). Tickets for children 
two and under and HHV members are free. 
For more information, call (914) 366-6900.

Historic Hudson Valley also has other 
Halloween-themed shows in the area. 
Horseman’s Hollow, back for a spine-tin-
gling 10th year, transforms historic Philips-
burg Manor in Sleepy Hollow into an 18th 
century village driven mad by Th e Headless 
Horseman. Award-winning makeup and 

costume designers and a 40-mem-
ber cast of actors put on an inter-
active, terrifying experience with 
state-of-art special eff ects. 

Horseman’s Hollow is held 16 
nights (Oct. 4-6; 11-13; 18-20; 
25-27; 31 and Nov. 1-3). Online 
tickets are $22 ($28 on Saturdays). 
Visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

Th e Unsilent Picture, based on 
the Washington Irving story “Th e 
Adventure of the Mysterious Pic-
ture,” was shot on location at Van 
Cortlandt Manor in Croton. Th e 

movie experience is held at Philipsburg 
Manor throughout October. Online tickets 
are $15 for adults and $10 for children.

Other events are “Th e Sleepy Hollow 
Experience,” an interactive performance at 
Washington Irving’s Sunnyside which fea-
tures professional musicians and singers; 
“Home of the ‘Legend,’” a family-friendly 
daytime event at Sunnyside that includes 
a spooky tour of Irving’s home, a scaven-
ger hunt, storytellers and other games; and 
“Irving’s Legend,” where master storytellers 
Jonathan Kruk and Jim Keyes off er dra-
matic readings of Irving’s classic tale,” Th e 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”

P
hoto by Tom

 N
ycz
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      Legendary Sleepy Hollow Legendary Sleepy Hollow 
Haunted Hayride Rides Again!Haunted Hayride Rides Again!
Friday & Saturday October 25-26 7:00-11:00PM
BLOCK PARTY STARTS AT 5:00PM   RIDES BEGIN AT THE FIREHOUSE ON BEEKMAN AVE IN SLEEPY HOLLOW

For tickets go to www.sleepyhollowny.gov
CALENDAR OF VILLAGE EVENTS:

  

For all Halloween Events go to www.visitsleepyhollow.com

SPONSORS:  Village of Sleepy Hollow, Edge-on-Hudson, 
Rey Insurance, Lyons McGovern Attorneys, Historic Hudson Valley, 
Spain Agency, Hahn Engineering, Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, 
Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown Chamber of Commerce, A1 Computer 
Services, Allen Block Agency, Lamb and Barnowsky Attorneys,
The Hudson Independent, Planning & Development Advisors, 
Rella & Associates, Dolph Rotfeld Engineering - An AI Engineers 
Company, Sleepy Hollow Local Development Corporation   

SLEEPY HOLLOW COUNTRY

October 4 - Party in the Park at Horan’s Landing: 5pm-7pm
October 5 - Pumpkin Painting and Children’s Hayride: 11am-2pm. Kingsland Point Park Pavilion
October 12 - Sleepy Hollow Street Fair: 10am-5pm Beekman Avenue. Bouncy Castles, Food, Vendors
October 25,26 – Hayride and Block Party: 5pm-11pm (hayrides start at 7:00)
October 26 - Sleepy Hollow 10K Run: 9:30am Starting at Morse School.  For tickets go to www.rivertownrunners.org
October 30 - Truck or Treat: 4pm-6pm on Beekman Avenue. Come visit a truck and receive Halloween treats. 
October 31 – Kids Halloween Parade on Beekman Avenue: 5:30pm line-up.  Morse School to the Fire House. 

WHERE THE LEGEND LIVESWHERE THE LEGEND LIVES
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by Linda Viertel

One congregation and two churches: 
The Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns 
and the “Old Dutch,” the oldest church 
in New York, possesses a rich history and 
cultural heritage. Expanding from this sto-
ried past, the Church’s current vision brings 
its worshippers into the 21st century with 
a spiritual and social justice commitment 
at the heart of its mission: “…a commu-
nity church filled with people gathered for 
worship, spiritual growth, and fellowship – 
people ready to share their talents and gifts, 
to celebrate what is good, and committed 
to reach out to help make our world a place 
where violence ceases, hunger is no more, 
the oppressed are liberated, resources are 
respected and shared, and peace embodies 
justice.”

The Old Dutch, built by wealthy land-
owner, Frederick Philipse in 1685 (with 
the first congregants celebrating a service in 
1697), was rooted in the reformed branch 
of Protestantism stemming from the Euro-
pean Reformation in the 1500’s. Spreading 
to the Netherlands, it became the Dutch 
Reformed Church, which traveled with 
Dutch settlers to North America and is now 
the Reformed Church in America (RCA), 
established in 1875, a small denomina-
tion with approximately 100 congregations 
across the country. 

By the mid-19th century when the 
founding church congregation outgrew 
the Old Dutch, the nearby South Church 
was built, and was eventually supplanted by 
the current Reformed Church of the Tar-
rytowns in the center of Tarrytown, referred 
to as “The Clock Tower Church.” Services 
are held here from Labor Day to June when 
summer services travel to the Old Dutch, 
since there is no electricity to heat the inte-

rior during the colder months, 
and it is lit only by candlelight. 
Special holiday services, how-
ever, are also held at the Old 
Dutch year round: four services 
on Christmas (including a chil-
dren’s service), an Easter sunrise 
service, an October celebration 
of reformation, and, of course, 
multiple October events related 
to the famed, ”The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow,” whose author, 
Washington Irving, enjoyed 
roaming the Burying Ground 
in his teenage years.* When 
the Old Dutch Church’s organ 
was installed in 1991 (a project 
initiated by then Rev. Gerald 
Vander Hart’s wife, Church 
Music Director Barbara), elec-
tricity was installed specifically 
for the organ; otherwise three people would 
have to keep pumping the organ to keep it 
going! 

Now, the Church’s thriving music pro-
gram features an innovative series entitled 
“Seven Sundays: A Celebration of Worship 
and Music,” when everything from jazz, to 
Bach, to Indie Rock and Broadway tunes 
are integrated into the service. The Cher-
ubs Choir, an after-school music program, 
is open to children in the community ages 
6-12, and performs four Sunday concerts a 
year. A thriving nursery school has a music 
program as well. Multiple adult choirs en-
hance the Church’s music ministry not only 
for services but to reach beyond the church 
into the community.

Foundational to the Church’s mission is 
the idea of outreach supporting local non-
profits, and providing care for those in 
need; its Benevolence Budget, 10% of the 
Church’s overall budget, includes support 

for local, national and international orga-
nizations. The Church sponsors our local 
Halloween Parade and the TaSH farmer’s 
market; institutional space is provided for 
ITAV (It Takes A Village), AA and Boy 
Scout troupe #22 – a presence at the church 
for 75 years; first Sunday brunches welcome 
YMCA residents to attend; Sunday School 
students are active in The Midnight Run 
which provides food and clothing for Man-
hattan’s homeless; and teenagers participate 
in mission trips, such as installing concrete 
floors in Haiti after the 2018 earthquake. 

Reverend Jeffrey Gargano, the Church’s 
inspirational spiritual leader, celebrated 
his 10th anniversary as pastor in late Sep-
tember. He has grown the congregation, 
brought in young families, inspired two fa-
thers to teach Sunday school, all while cre-
ating a vibrant community of worshippers. 
He has officiated at multiple weddings, not 
only for congregants, and has been witness 

to a Bat Mitzvah at the Old Dutch. “The 
congregation at the Old Dutch Church of 
Sleepy Hollow sees itself as having a unique 
opportunity to welcome the thousands of 
visitors to our villages,” said Rev. Gargano. 
“Opening the doors of the church for sim-
ple tours, various programs and, of course, 
worship, is a special privilege that we don’t 
take lightly.  Indeed, it is our way of extend-
ing Christian hospitality to all.”

“All are welcome,” emphasized  Renee 
Chillemi, Vice-President of the church’s 
board, “And we really mean that.” Under 
Rev. Gargano’s socially committed spiritual 
leadership, the congregation has continued 
to grow. As church treasurer, Aubrey Hawes 
stated, “ It’s a very busy place.”

For more detailed historical informa-
tion on the Old Dutch and The Reformed 
Church of the Tarrytowns, please read: The 
Old Dutch Church of Sleepy Hollow; Legends 
and Lore: The Oldest Church in New York by 
Janie Couch Allen and Elinor Griffith.

The Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns and The Old Dutch
Where We Worship

42 North Broadway
914-631-4497
Sunday Services at the winter “Clock Tower 
Church” at 10:30 a.m. (after children’s service)
Reformedchurchtarrytowns.org

*During the last three weekends in October, 
the Church hosts The Old Dutch Fest on the 
property from 12 to 4:30, when Dutch food 
and brew will be served, tours of the Burying 
Ground will be given with a children’s scaven-
ger hunt and prizes, souvenirs sold and, natu-
rally, The Headless Horseman will make an ap-
pearance. Wednesday showings of the silent 
movie, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” will be 
accompanied by John Keyes playing the organ 
starting October 9 at 5:30.

If You Go

The Headless Horseman receives a blessing.
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Celebrating “outstanding genre cinema 
in the historic cradle of the American su-
pernatural,” the first annual Sleepy Hollow 
International Film Festival (SHIFF) will 
happily haunt the rivertowns October 10-

13. SHIFF comprises an expansive program 
of new films and screenplays in competi-
tion, premieres, cult classics, shorts and ac-
claimed documentaries.

Planned to coincide with bicentennial 

festivities commemorating the 200th anni-
versary of Washington Irving’s “The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow,” SHIFF will present films 
at Warner Library and Tarrytown Music 
Hall in addition to live stage performances 
– including Jeffrey Combs as Edgar Allan 
Poe in Nevermore, and a one-of-a-kind, hi-
larious reading of Plan 9 from Outer Space! 
with comedians Dana Gould, Bobcat Gold-
thwait, and Jean Grae.

Warner Library will host panel discussion 
events such as a free showing of Return to 
Oz with renowned composer David Shire. 
Master storyteller Jonathan Kruk will be on 
hand for a Q&A following his feature film 
telling of  “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” 
along with the film’s director, Andrea Sadler.

Other highlights include the 20th an-
niversary screening of Tim Burton’s Sleepy 
Hollow, 35th anniversary showing of The 
Neverending Story, 70th anniversary screen-
ing of Disney’s The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
and 1935 classic The Bride of Frankenstein 
– with guest speakers.

Festival co-directors, Somers native Matt 
Verboy, Taylor White (both L.A-based) and 

White Plains-based Dale Cunningham, are 
excited to showcase its 70th anniversary in 
the very location that inspired “Legend” 
and Irving himself.  “It’s history,” said Ver-
boy. “It’s magic.  We hope folks invite our 
fun and diverse roster of special screenings 
and live acts into their odyssey of incredible 
Hudson Valley Halloween experiences.”

SHIFF will celebrate Brian De Palma’s 
Phantom of the Paradise (featuring a Q&A 
with its producer and stars), present pre-
mieres of The Phantom of Winnipeg and 
Making Apes, and salute beloved TV/film 
legend Dark Shadows. (Two Dark Shad-
ows feature films were shot in Sleepy Hol-
low and Lyndhurst.) Brandon Lee fans will 
not want to miss a special 25th anniversary 
showing of Lee’s fated final film, The Crow. 
Composer Harry Manfredini will partake 
in a Q&A honoring the 35th anniversary of 
Friday the 13th: The Final Chapter. 

For tickets and complete event schedule, 
visit: www.sleepyhollowfilmfest.com.

Sleepy Hollow International Film Festival Debuts October 10-13

L to R: Films The Bride of Frankenstein;  
Sleepy Hollow; Friday the 13th: The Final 
Chapter; Making Apes; The Crow

edwardjones.com
CPIS rebmeM 

Edward Jones - It’s Time for Investing to Feel Individual. 

Study based on responses from more than 4,629 investors who primarily invest with one of the 18 firms 
included in the study. The majority of the study was fielded in December 2018. Your experiences may vary. 

Rating may not be indicative of future performance and may not be representative of any one client’s 
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Edward Jones ranks highest in investor satisfaction with 
full service brokerage firms, according to the J.D. Power 
2019 U.S. Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM

Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®
 

Financial Advisor

19 Main Street
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914-591-7800

Why? Because we’re built for listening.

So what’s important to you? 
Contact me at 914-591-7800 to get started.
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JIAYAN LIANG
CLASS OF 2019

My favorite academic 

experience was undoubtedly 

participating in the Honors Academy 

Annual symposium on the Flint, Michigan 

drinking water crisis. I presented the 

�ndings of my research to a panel of top 

academicians in the �eld of medicine. 

I know this experience has prepared

me well for interaction with 

Rice University’s

distinguished faculty.

Fourteen Years of Responsible Budgets Meeting State Tax Cap
Bond Rating Upgrade from A1 to Aa2

New Village Hall/Police Station/Two Firehouses
RiverWalk Park/Andre Brook Restoration/Pierson Park Rebuild

Active Citizens’ Committees
Senior Center Addition

Strengthened Environmental Protections
More than $12 million in Grant Funding

�ree New Parks: Neperan, Gracemere, Wilson Park
Ethics Reform

Protection of Interests in TZ Bridge Replacement  
& GM Site Development

A Vibrant Downtown
First Public Pool and New Recreation Center

National Recognition – Forbes Magazine

VOTE DEMOCRATIC 
ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5th

SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATIC TEAM 
THAT BROUGHT TARRYTOWN:

Paid for by the Tarrytown Democratic Committee

RE-ELECT
MAYOR DREW FIXELL

TRUSTEES:
TOM BUTLER, DOUG ZOLLO

BECKY MCGOVERN

JUDGE: KYLE MCGOVERN

Candidates: (L. to R.) Judge Kyle McGovern, Trustee Becky McGovern, 
Mayor Drew Fixell, Trustees Doug Zollo and Tom Butler.

KEEP TARRYTOWN UNITED
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By Tom Pedulla

Few players can change 
the complexion of a game 
with one touch of the 
football. Hackley’s Enzi 
Teacher is among the few.

The 5-10, 196-pound 
senior running back 
proved that in the season 
opener, carrying seven 
times for 50 yards and 
two touchdowns, pulling 
in a 50-yard scoring re-
ception and consistently 
providing the offense with good field posi-
tion with dynamic returns on kickoffs and 
punts. His huge effort keyed a 36-0 demoli-
tion of non-league opponent Blind Brook. 

“He is one of those dynamic players who 
makes the entire team better,” said Simon 
Berk, in his fourth year as head coach. “He 
is able to do things other players aren’t able 
to. Other teams need to adjust their game 
plan to defend against him.”

Teacher has worked 
hard to develop speed 
and elusiveness that, to 
some degree, comes natu-
rally. In another regard, 
nature was not so kind to 
him. His right hip bone 
always was too large for 
the ball and socket, an 
issue that became more 
pronounced with age.

“Every time I lifted my 
leg as I got older it would 
pinch the ligaments and 
the muscles in my hip,” 

he said. The problem worsened until it was 
clear that stretching and physical therapy 
would not be enough. It pained his parents, 
Maisha and Willie, to watch him limp on 
and off the field.

Surgery became the only option. On De-
cember 20 of last year, he underwent an op-
eration that shaved the excess bone to create 
a normal hip and repaired damage already 
created by the abnormality. As if that was 

not enough, he also had two procedures 
done to his stomach, one to treat an um-
bilical hernia and the other to deal with a 
sports hernia.

“It was a bump,” Teacher said. “It wasn’t a 
small one, I’ll acknowledge that.”

The Tarrytown resident admits he strug-
gled with the mental aspect of being side-
lined. “It was really tough at times to come 
to games and seeing my teammates play 
their hearts out and, if they were not win-
ning, not be able to go on the field,” Teacher 
said.

Coaches and Teacher’s teammates did ev-
erything possible to make him feel part of 
the program. He, in turn, did everything he 
could to be supportive of them.

“Even when he was injured, he tried to 
boost the morale and he was always there 
for the games. He is a really good team-
mate,” said Jordan Johnson, an offensive 
lineman and senior captain. “He made sure 
he always kept his head on football.”

According to Teacher, he never doubted 
he would return to the field to rekindle his 

dream of playing in college. He credits that 
unshakable optimism to his parents. 

“It is how I was raised,” he said. “I was 
taught you just don’t deal with adversity, 
you overcome it.”

Teacher is still in the process of doing 
that. Doctors had warned that his recovery 
period is one year.

“I’m still not 100 percent now,” he said. 
“The ligaments are still tight, so I’m look-
ing forward to getting faster and more ex-
plosive.”

Although he is still at less than full 
strength, he is being recruited by several Di-
vision III schools. That list would surely in-
crease if he begins to flash even more quick-
ness and speed.

“He’s a well-rounded kid. He wants to 
make sure he goes to a school where he can 
play but that also suits his academic and so-
cial interests,” Berk said.

The running back who is in a great hurry 
on the field will take his time before decid-
ing his next move.

By Tom Pedulla

“We Reload.”
The slogan on the backs of the practice 

jerseys worn by Dobbs Ferry High School 
football players says everything about the 
hopes, expectations and pressure that an-
nually surround the program.

It also says everything about the stiff 
challenge Joe Cox faces in succeeding Jim 
Moran, who enjoyed a distinguished eight-
year tenure that included a state champi-
onship his first year. Moran resigned to 
spend more time with his family.

Moran developed the “We Reload” 
theme a couple of seasons ago, wanting 
to create a mindset that the Eagles could 
withstand the loss of a large number of 
players to graduation and pretty much 
whatever other adversity came their way.

“We Reload” is certainly applicable now. 
The defending Section 1 Class C champi-
ons graduated 13 seniors but are not ex-

pected to miss a beat under Cox, one of 
Moran’s trusted assistants for the last seven 
years.

“It’s definitely a job that comes with 
some expectations, a bit of pressure, and 
I think that’s great,” Cox said. “It’s exactly 
where I want to be.”

It is exactly where his players want to be 
as well.

Senior running back and free safety 
Thomas Ritch said of playing for Dobbs 
Ferry, “You’ve got the whole town looking 
up to you. We’ve got all these kids looking 
up to us. Everybody knows Dobbs Ferry 
football. We’re always a winning team.”

It helps that Cox enjoyed an auspicious 
debut. The Eagles asserted themselves on 
both sides of the ball in blanking Wood-
lands 26-0. It helps, too, that Cox played 
center at the school before graduating in 
2002. He earned his undergraduate degree 
at Manhattan College and a master’s de-
gree in physical education at Manhattan-

ville.
Cox served as defensive coordinator the 

last five years. He treasures the time he 
spent with Moran, who never experienced 
a losing season.

“I’ve been very fortunate to be at the 
right place, right time,” he said. “I was for-
tunate to join Coach Moran’s staff back in 
2012. I didn’t know too much back then. I 
learned quite a bit from him and the guys 
who coached with us over the years.”

Cox noted Moran’s attention to detail 
and his ability to develop strong working 
relationships with players. “A lot of things 
I thought were important as an assistant 
coach I still think are important, the cul-
ture I saw him build and the environment 
he created here,” the new coach said.

Jack Fessler, a senior fullback and line-
backer, believes the transition has been 
fairly seamless. “They are very similar peo-
ple,” he said. “They play by the rules and 
they get the job done and they make sure 

the kids are getting the job done.”
Imposing senior tackle Thomas Palicz 

said players understand all that Cox’s new 
role entails. “Now that he’s head coach, 
he’s got to be more strict,” Palicz said. “And 
if we’re not doing the things we need to get 
done, he’s kind of got to be the bad guy. 
He can’t be your friend all the time.”

Cox is grateful for the outpouring of 
community support the program enjoys.

“We all realize it’s a special place to play 
football and a special program to be a part 
of. There are a lot of wonderful traditions,” 
he said. “I know it’s probably not like this 
everywhere, so I’m a little spoiled to be able 
to coach at Dobbs Ferry.”

The Eagles believe they have indeed re-
loaded.

“We have the same expectations every 
year to go to the state championship,” 
Ritch said. “I don’t see why we can’t do it 
this year just like last year.”

Hackley’s Senior Running Back Returns Strong from Injuries 

Dobbs Ferry Football Program Reloads with New Coach Cox
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by Kevin Brown 

The Sleepy Hollow football team had a promis-
ing summer and took the field with incredible en-
ergy and enthusiasm to begin their season against 
Clarkstown South. The result was a thumping 
where the Horsemen were outplayed in every as-
pect of the game en route to a 52-17 loss. 

After a great week of practice and renewed focus, 
the Horsemen then delivered some hurt to Peek-
skill with a 45-20 win at home. Starting QB Ben 
Good received great protection from the offensive 
line and spread the ball around throwing for 317 
yards and 4 TDs.  Dylan Nelson posted a pair of 

TD catches and put up 97 yards on five catches. Will 
Kelly put up 98 yards on four catches with a TD. Talon 
Carsto posted 87 yards with two TDs on the ground for 
the revitalized Horsemen. 

Game 3 was at Pelham where the Horsemen won 38-
33 in a hotly contested game. The offensive fireworks 
included Good going 24 of 30 for 286 yards and 5 TDs. 
Nelson was open all night and posted 129 yards with 3 
TDs.  The ground game was working all night long as 
well with Carsto rushing for 141 yards. Luke McCarthy 
and Rob Sullivan each had impressive games on both 
sides of the ball.  

—Photo By Joe Golden

Sleepy Hollow Horsemen 2-1 at Midway Point on Gridiron

TNT Basketball presents Tri-County 
League Basketball (TCBL) for the 2019-20 
season. Basketball is a competitive league for 
more skilled players.  Games are scheduled 
around the county. TNT Basketball and 
TCBL Basketball help promote fit-
ness, leadership, team spirit and 
good sportsmanship. Your child 
must go to any school located in 
Tarrytown or Sleepy Hollow to 
try out.  

Tryouts are scheduled for Saturday, 
October 19 in the Sleepy Hollow Middle 
and High School gyms as follows:

>1:00-2:00 All Girls Grades 4th, 5th and 6th
>2:00-3:00 All Boys Grades 4th, 5th and 6th

>3:00-4:00 All Girls and Boys Grades 7th 
 and 8th
Fourth grade players may try out for fifth 

grade teams. All players are asked to go to 
the tryout based on the grade they are 

currently in. TNT Basketball has en-
tered five or six teams into TCBL 
in previous seasons, but the try-
outs determine the interest in any 
given grade. No decisions will be 

made about the teams that will be 
entered until after the tryout. Not all 

players will make a TCBL team. If a casual 
basketball program is more suitable, Recre-
ational Ball will be expanded and enhanced 
for the upcoming season the details of 
which will be announced soon.  

Tryouts for TCBL Travel Teams Announced

Sonrisa
Hermosa
No Todo El Mundo

Nació Con Una

$89
*almenos que las encias 

esten enfermas

Reg.
$425

• Exámen
• Radiografía
• Limpieza Basica
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Cuidado Dental Económico En Broadway Cosmetic Dentistry

• Dientes Sueltos?
• Denturas Parciales Sueltas?
• Enfermedad de las encías puede 

causar problemas graves de salud!

Evaluación de las
Encias Gratis
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necessidad de frenos!

Estás cansado de dentaduras postizas sueltas?
Tenemos la solución!

Disponsible ahora: El Puente Permanente de Implante Prettau

Limpieza
Dental Gratis

Con Tratamiento
de

Invisalign

We reserve the right to submit for insurance reimbursement to the doctor for exam, consultation & X-ray

914-631-5222
128 South Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 

NUEVOS PACIENTES*

$3,999

BEFORE

AFTER AFTER AFTER

BEFOREBEFORE

• 100% Zirconia
• No Acrilico

• No Se Estilla
• La Mejor!

DIENTES NUEVA
EN UN DíA! 

Implante soportado puente fijo
El Puente de Implantes Zirconia Prettau

se mira y siente como tus dientes.



by James Miranda

Th e Irvington Th eater (IT) Commission 
will host its fi rst 2019-20 Diversity Series 
event on Friday, October 18 at 7:30 p.m.

Th e event, “Women Take Action: An 
Evening About Women Activists, Advo-
cates and Women’s Cause,” will feature a 
panel of women activists discussing their 
work, and will address women’s issues 
in today’s world including gun violence, 
drunk driving, and sexual assault. 

“I had volunteered at the fi rst two Wom-
en’s Marches; and just in seeing things that 
are happening in the world, women are at 
the forefront of so much of activism right 
now,” IT Commissioner Kim Gilligan said. 
“I really wanted to give [women activ-
ists] the opportunity to talk about what it 
means to be a woman activist. I wanted to 
make sure we had a panel that could speak 
to diff erent issues.” 

Th e panel includes WESPAC Executive 
Director Nada Khader; Ariana Quiñones, 

a leadership programming advocate for 
young women of color; NY Conference of 
the United Methodist Church’s Director 
of Leadership Development and Intercul-
tural Competency Rev. Doris Dalton; Erin 
Fuller Brian, a Las Vegas shooting survivor 
and Westchester Brady United Against 
Gun Violence Co-President; MADD’s NY 
Vice Chair for Fundraising Erica Linn; and 
George Washington University Sopho-
more Kelly Marx. 

A slideshow showcasing art activists’ 
works specifi c to the event and its many 
themes will be on display as well. It will fea-
ture works by well-known artists like Amy 
Pence Brown, Lucy Brown, Paige Tighe, 
Sarah Stengle, and Westchester artists Di-
ana Schmertz, who teaches art in Irvington 
schools, and April Castoldi. 

Th e visual artists’ works will welcome 
attendees, while others’ works will be dis-
played during the panel.

“Being asked to participate in the ‘Wom-
en Take Action’ program/show is another 

chance to forward the conversation about 
how women are treated in our society, and 
what is possible for the future,” said Castol-
di, whose work will depict a real and fantas-
tical assault. “I am taking risks I don’t nor-
mally take in this piece. But given my comic 
book-style of expression, I think it leaves the 
viewer laughing at my imagined response.”

Th is is the second year for the Diversity 

Series, which was designed as an avenue for 
voices and communities not at the fore-
front of society, and is coming off  a suc-
cessful 2018-19 season. Events this season 
will address homelessness (in November) 
and a LBGTQ spoken-word program (in 
February, 2020).Women Take Action is a 
free event; attendees must register; visit: www.
irvingtontheater.com.

26    Th e Hudson Independent    October 2019    www.thehudsonindependent.com

IRVINGTONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG

Irvington Historical Society

Now showing

Washington Irving
His Life and Legacy

The McVickar House
131 Main St, Irvington, NY
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T I C K E T S :  JA Z Z F O R UM A R T S .O R G/ T I C K E T S

WESTCHESTER‘S ONLY DEDICATED JAZZ CLUB!

Season Launch Party   October 13   3:00-5:30pm

 CELEBRATE ANOTHER  
YEAR OF 

Tickets,  
Memberships,  

Donations  
visit  

riverarts.org/party

Women Take Action at Irvington Th eater October 18
Arts & Entertainment

Th e Irvington Th eater will host a special 
performance of the play A Two Hundred 
Dollar Rhinoceros by local playwright Rich-
ard Lobel on Sunday, Octo-
ber 6 at 4 p.m.  Th e play was 
originally performed in Man-
hattan at the Riant Th eatre’s 
Strawberry One-Act Festival in 
February 2019.  A semiannual 
festival, the Strawberry selects 
up to 24 plays from hundreds 
of applicants, which then com-
pete against each other until 
one winner is selected.  A Two 
Hundred Dollar Rhinoceros 
was selected as one of four fi nalists at the 
Summer 2019 festival, with director Rick 
Charles Mueller taking home the award for 

Best Director.
Th e performance in Irvington includes 

members of the original cast and crew, in-
cluding Royston Scott, who 
stars as Chance, and Rew 
Starr, who stars as Stella, both 
of whom received Best Actor 
nominations at the Strawber-
ry.  “I could not be more ex-
cited,” said Lobel, who added 
that the Irvington Th eater “is 
an unbelievable venue, which 
has played host to so many 
historic and cultural events.  
It is thrilling to have my play 

performed there, and to introduce those at-
tending the play to themes around human 

Irvington Theater to Host Play by Local 
Playwright Lobel October 6

Richard Lobel

MORE» on page 27
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engagement and building relationships.”  
After a brief stop in Irvington, the play will 
be part of a three-day showcase of selected 
plays from the Strawberry to be produced 
at the Thalia Theatre on Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side in February 2020.

One of the play’s themes revolves around 

homelessness, as Chance, one of the three 
characters in the play, is homeless.  In light 
of this theme, a portion of the proceeds 
from the play will be donated to Coalition 
for the Homeless in New York City.  The 
play will be followed by a brief Q&A with 
the cast and crew, with a total program time 
just over one hour. Tickets are $20 and can 
be purchased at irvingtontheater.com, or by 
visiting the theater’s box office.

Continued from page 26
Local Playwright

tered spaces, to the village. Public metered 
parking in the lot had taken place since 
1999 with leases the village had negotiated 
with Citibank and its predecessors.  

Following Citibank’s closing its Tarry-
town location in 2016, the village went to 
court, claiming it could purchase the then-
vacant parking spaces through eminent 
domain, the legal process which allows a 
government entity to buy land for public 
use under certain conditions. Citibank’s 
challenge, opposing the acquisition by 
eminent domain, was rejected by the Ap-
pellate Division of New York’s Supreme 
Court in 2017. The Court ruled that it saw 
no reason why the village could not move 
ahead to “acquire a portion of the owner’s 
property for public parking.” 

Following that judicial ruling, Village 
Administrator Richard Slingerland had 
stated, “We have informed Citibank that 
we are going to proceed with eminent do-
main.” He indicated that “Village attorneys 
had filed back, and we are waiting to see 
what happens.”

Citibank’s position had been that it 
would sell the entire property, building 
and lot, to Tarrytown, but not just a por-
tion of the lot. It contended that the loss of 
parking spaces lowers the value of the to-
tal property. What part the judicial ruling 
played in the latest successful negotiations 

is not fully disclosed; however, it undoubt-
ably motivated the continued discussions. 

“The Board of Trustees and business 
groups have agreed that the lot is definitely 
a major contributor to the parking stock 
that helps out downtown,” Slingerland said 
late last month. The need for more parking 
spaces had been asserted in 2016 by mer-
chant groups, village police and members 
of the public during hearings before trust-
ees. Past studies by traffic engineers had 
also confirmed the need for more business 
district parking. 

During last December’s holiday period, 
when the lot was opened temporarily for 
free parking prior to meter installation, it 
was packed. However, when meters were 
reinstalled, and parking fees began, many 
drivers appeared to seek free parking else-
where, Slingerland related.  

As of this report, the purchase price the 
village is paying Citibank for the metered 
spaces in the lot had not yet been revealed. 
Public disclosure awaited the final sign-
ing of the new sales agreement. Citibank 
has reportedly discussed its building’s sale 
with several businesses, but not with suc-
cess. Prior to the bank’s departure in 2016, 
and the lot’s closing, Tarrytown was pay-
ing Citibank $10 a month for each of the 
metered spaces. Overall, Tarrytown brings 
in $1,043,491 annually from all of its me-
tered and charged parking, including that 
at the train station, according to Village 
Treasurer James Hart.   

Continued from page 1
Parking Lot

Shop» Dine» Support Local
Keep the Rivertowns independent

www.PushTrainingStudio.com  | 914-274-8388
50 South Buckhout St. | Suite 304 | Irvington | NY 10533 

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 3 Sessions $149



A proud Filipino-American and native 
Chicagoan, Talde grew up cooking along-
side his mother and then honed his skills 
at the Culinary Institute of America (CIA) 
while holding fast to his Asian cultural 
heritage. After opening several restaurants 
in Manhattan and Brooklyn, Talde was ea-
ger to join his partners in bringing quality 
Chinese food to Westchester with a menu 
that refl ects his particular talents and fl a-
vor profi le preferences. After stints on “Top 
Chef,” “Chopped,” “Iron Chef America,” 
“Knife Fight” and “Beat Bobby Flay,” he is 
eager, not only to provide a tribute to Hong 
Kong’s cuisine, but to create food-based 
community programming for the Tarry-
town House Estate. 

Talde’s menu emphasizes  noodle and 
rice dishes, dim sum and Chinese barbecue 
with tantalizing ingredients such as dry-
aged beef, truffl  es, sesame leaves, and co-
gnac prunes. He also melds these distinctive 
tastes into traditional, classic dishes with a 
serious and deft culinary touch – unpreten-
tious yet unique. His crispy fried scallion 
pancakes are served with Labne brown but-
ter and aged soy vinegar - taste and texture 
complement smooth and creamy with salty 
and crunchy. Crushed avocado supplements 
his prawn toast, and the pork & black truf-
fl e wontons are further enhanced by truffl  e 
soy and smoked chili oil. But, don’t miss the 
Kung Pao Chicken Wings, anointed with 
shaved celery (no celery sticks for this chef!), 
crushed peanuts and even the requisite but-
termilk dill ranch dressing for dipping. 

Seasonal fall vegetables contribute to Tal-
de’s sweet corn fritters, with a hint of fi ve 
spice powder and lemon, and his grilled late 
summer Gold Bar squash, accompanied by 
sesame leaf salsa verde. 

One of Chef Talde’s specialty dishes is his 
half or whole Cantonese Roast duck, a six to 

eight-day process which 
produces a lighter take 
on the famed Peking 
duck. Goosefeather’s 
version arrives tableside 
with the breast sliced 
and the crispy skin re-
maining on top; the 
thigh and leg are whole. 
Caramelized hoisin 
sauce and cognac prunes 
add sweetness, and fresh 
herbs and lettuces for 
wrapping complement 
the richness of the duck 
meat. It’s a fun dish for 
the table to share. A Hong Kong Soy Pous-
sin comes with ginger relish, while grilled 
scallion and a spicy mustard enliven a tasty 
classic Char Siu Berkshire Pork.

Noodles and rice, key menu components 
at Goosefeather, pay tribute to Hudson Val-
ley produce as well as New England shell-
fi sh. Crab rice, made creamy by Japanese 
aioli, reveals the surprise of crunchy rice 
throughout. Littleneck clams and white 
shrimp with “broken noodles” tweak an 
Italian specialty to become an Asian mas-
terpiece. And heirloom tomatoes and late 
summer corn enhance fried rice.

Larger plates  include a dry-aged New 
York strip steak with an Asian infl uence of 
broccoli and soy butter. Delicately steamed 
branzino becomes a foil for the fl avorful 
and colorful topping of ginger, scallion 
and olive relish, moistened with Superior 
Soy and given Tadle’s signature “crunch” 
via Marcona almonds. Th e quintessential 
Hong Kong dish, however, is Talde’s Ty-
phoon Shelter Maine lobster, brimming 
with white shrimp and a whole lotta garlic. 
Well worth the eff ort!

Save room for tantalizing desserts: a Salt-

ed Chocolate Ganache 
topped with a potato 
chip, pretzel and peanut 
crumble and chocolate 
sorbet, or the Pineapple 
Shaved Ice Sundae with 
rum roasted pineapple 
and brown butter cake. 
Th e Goosefeather Sun-
dae is Talde’s take on 
Bananas Foster, always 
hard to resist.

Wines, beers, liquor 
and cocktails have been 
curated by Goosefeath-
er’s General Manager 
and beverage expert, 
Carlos Baz. Specialty 
cocktails reveal a Hong 
Kong twist, the wines 
are all old world, and 
beer is available on tap 
as well as in bottles and 

cans. Dining at the nine-seat bar is also en-
couraged, with a full dim sum and salad 
menu on hand. Colorful and comfortable 
banquettes fi ll out the bar room as do com-
manding black and white portraits of some 
of America’s most revered musicians. It’s a 
fun place to hang out.

Dining al fresco overlooking the sweep-
ing lawns and verdant trees may be ending 
soon, but dining in one of the restaurant’s 
main seating areas is also a treat. Th e library 
maintains silken wood walls, a fi replace 
and the original fl ooring. All the rooms are 
graced with ceilings treated to Miro-like 
painted applications - defi nitely an amus-
ing counterpoint to the mansion’s elegance. 
And each room is perfectly sized so that 
noise never becomes a problem no matter 
how many diners fi ll the space.

Goosefeather is the fi rst concept restau-
rant from Food Crush Hospitality, a part-
nership between Talde and his wife Agnes. 
Together they are thinking about how to 
bring the community onto the property 
with multiple activities planned for this fall 
and winter. Th ere will be an OctoberFest 
on the fi fth of the month (See Happenings 

page 32) as well as winter events planned 
around use of the restaurant’s fi repit. Talde 
is hoping for kids’ free sledding and making 
s’mores, while parents might enjoy a brandy 
or some cognac outdoors huddled around 
a fi re. 

Plans are afoot for an apiary plus a full 
garden with herbs and 40 vegetable vari-
etals. Talde is hoping to host famous Man-
hattan chefs for weekend cooking demon-
strations as well as creating more farm to 
table events on site. “I am eager to have ac-
tivities here on weekends for families. One 
reason we have moved here is for our kids 
to touch grass. It should be a place that em-
braces community.” 

Customers might wish to know why Tal-
de named his restaurant “Goosefeather.” It 
stems from an ancient Chinese proverb em-
bodying the idea of thoughtful gift-giving. 
Gift-giving plays a major role in Chinese 
culture, and attaching a feather to a gift is a 
tradition dating back to the Tang Dynasty. 
It began when a servant was ordered to de-
liver a swan to the Emperor as a gift and, 
along the way, the swan escaped leaving 
behind a single feather. Th e servant, eager 
to deliver something in its place, wrote the 
Emperor a poem with the swan’s feather at-
tached. He described the feather as an “in-
signifi cant gift” with “sincere wishes of the 
sender.” In the end, the Emperor was im-
pressed, and the feather ultimately became 
a symbol of thoughtfulness. Th is incident 
is remembered in the saying qiān li sòng ér 
máo, meaning, “to walk a thousand li (.3 
miles) and present a feather as a gift.”

Rivertown residents now have a gift, 
this time a signifi cant one, from Chef 
Dale Talde.

Food for Thought

Top Left: The plethera of delicacies on Goosefeather’s menu make for de-
lighful table sharing. Top Right: Colofully uplhostered banquets accompany 
cheerful lighting in the expansive dining room. Center: CIA Chef/owner Dale 
Talde. Below: A glorious bowl of locally sourced baby eggplant.

Goosefeather
49 East Sunnyside, Tarrytown
Breakfast, seven days a week from 7-10 a.m.
Dinner: Su-Th. 5-10 p.m., F-S 5:30-10:30 p.m.
Brunch: Saturday & Sunday from 11-3 p.m.
Reservations: 914-829-5454, or online at Resy
Goosefeatherny.com
Valet and plentiful self-parking available.

If You Go

Goosefeather Brings Seasonal 
Modern Chinese Dining To 
Tarrytown

by Linda Viertel

Celebrity Chef Dale Talde’s newest restaurant venture at the Tar-
rytown House Estate, has given the 19th century King Mansion 
new vitality with its unique take on Cantonese and classic Chinese 

fare. Since opening on September 4, Goosefeather is quickly becoming 
an informal destination dining experience, enhanced by the architectural 
beauty of the mansion’s dining rooms, a fun bar scene and 26 acres of 
exquisitely restored landscape.
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We're Hardcore about Local Food

SATURDAYS
8:30AM - 2PM
 
PATRIOTS PARK
ROUTE 9, TARRYTOWN
tashfarmersmarket.org
 
SNAP & WIC Accepted

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

OCT
26

NOV
23

DEC
7

THE 
NEW 
NIGHT
LIFE

edgeonhudson.com

A New View On The River
EDGE-ON-HUDSON

The information provided in this advertisement is not an offering of homes for sale. Edge-on-Hudson is soliciting interest in the overall project and will share your interest with builders constructing and selling homes. No offering 
of homes for sale can be made by an individual builder and no deposits can be accepted, or reservations, binding or non-binding, can be made until the builder’s offering plan is approved by the New York State Department of Law.

25 MILES FROM MANHATTAN. STEPS FROM THE SHORE.
A new riverfront destination is coming to the edge of Sleepy Hollow. 
Steps from Metro-North and only 37 minutes from Grand Central. 
Featuring urban townhomes, condos, apartments, lush parks and trails. 
A future waterfront promenade, boutique hotel, shops, dining and o   ce 
lofts. With views from the new Governor Mario M. Cuomo (Tappan Zee) 
Bridge to the Manhattan skyline.



by Robert Kimmel           

The issues which confronted America 
during its earliest years and how they con-
tinue to resonate in our lives today will be 
the subjects of “Revisiting the Founding 
Era,” a Town Hall meeting open to the 
public on Wednesday evening, October 
16, at Warner Library.  

Four significant periods during the na-
tion’s formation will be examined by four 
local scholars of American history.  Ques-
tions and comments from the audience 
will also be sought. The free event, to be-
gin at 7 p.m., is a co-presentation of War-
ner Library and The Hudson Independent. 

Declaring Independence, Realizing In-
dependence, Creating the Constitution, 
and Governing the New Nation are the 
four highlighted periods to be discussed 
by the panelists. 

Jessica Hunsberger will focus on “De-
claring Independence.” Ms. Hunsberger 

chairs the Social Studies Department at 
Sleepy Hollow High School where she has 
taught AP Government and Politics for 
most of her 24 years there. She was a Po-
litical Science major at Colgate University 
where she participated in the prestigious 
Semester in Washington Program. 

“Realizing Independence” will be depict-
ed by Patricia Bonomi, Professor Emerita 
of History at New York University, from 
which she retired in 1996, after teaching 
there for 26 years. She has authored six 
books and has had more than 100 articles 
published. Professor Bonomi has been a 
visiting professor of history at Columbia 
University and a fellow at the John Carter 
Brown Library in Providence, RI.  She has 
a Master’s from N.Y.U. and a Ph.D. from 
Columbia University. 

 “Creating the Constitution” is the pe-
riod to be described by Richard Hoffman 
who has taught American History, Gov-
ernment and Economics at Dobbs Ferry 

High School for 27 years. An estimated 
2,000 students have taken his classes. He is 
a coordinator of the Senior Internship Pro-
gram and administers the High School’s 
voter registration drive. Hoffman has an 
A.B. degree from Harvard and a Master’s 
from Indiana University. 

Richard Rose will take on “Governing 
the New Nation.” He is Tarrytown’s His-
torian and past President of the Historical 
Society Inc., Serving Sleepy Hollow and 
Tarrytown. His teaching career embraced 
over 45 years at both the high school and 
college level. He continues to teach in the 
Collegium Program at Westchester Com-
munity College. Rose has degrees from the 
University of Buffalo and the University of 
Maryland.     

The program will be moderated by Bar-
rett Seaman, The Hudson Independent’s 
Editorial Board Chairman. Mr. Seaman 
spent 30 years at Time magazine where he 
was an editor and correspondent before his 
retirement in 2001 from that publication.   

An eye-catching array of six replicas of 
historical American flags from the nation’s 
earliest years will also be on display in the 
Library’s third floor meeting room at the 
time of the Town Hall discussion. They 
are from the American flag collection of 
Sleepy Hollow resident Lee Kennedy.   

Warner Library, under the guidance of 
its Director, Maureen Petry, was one of 
100 public libraries across the nation to 
have been awarded a $1,000 grant from 
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 
History, to pursue activities publicizing 
“The Founding Era’s” concepts and how 
they influence the nation today. The Insti-
tute had received a $400,000 grant from 
the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties, (NEH), to “spark public conversa-
tions about the Founding Era’s enduring 
ideas and themes.”  

 A brief outline of the four periods to 
be discussed follows this article on The 
Hudson Independent’s website, www.thehu-
dsonindependent.com.

Town Hall Meeting at Warner Library Focuses on  
“Revisiting the Founding Era”
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Honoring Veterans: 
World War II veteran and Pearl Harbor survivor Armando “Chick” Galella (right), 
98, a resident of Sleepy Hollow, helped honor veterans from North Tarrytown/
Sleepy Hollow September 8 at the Morse School. He also met with Sleepy Hol-
low Middle School students in Andrea Harrison’s art classes on September 11, 
exactly 79 years from when he enlisted in the Army. Galella received the Bronze 
Star Medal for Meritorious Service and bravery in the Battle of Okinawa.

Jessica Hunsberger will focus on “Declaring  
Independence.” “Realizing Independence” will be 
depicted by Patricia Bonomi “Creating the Con-
stitution” is the period to be described by Richard 
Hoffman  Richard Rose will take on “Governing 
the New Nation.” Moderated by Barrett Seaman.

P
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hotography



LARGEST CHAPEL IN TARRYTOWN
AND WESTCHESTER COUNTY

- Additional Chapels to Accommodate 
   Intimate Gatherings

- Four Newly Designed Bathrooms

- 70 Car Parking Lot Adjacent to Building; 
   No Need to Cross Busy Street to Park

- Relax in Our Outdoor Garden

100%FinancingAvailable

COMPLETELY RENOVATED INSIDE & OUT
- Beautiful Downstairs Lounge with Free WiFi, Computer, 
   Big Screen TV and Fireplace – Great for Kids and a Place 
   for All to Relax

- Generous Discounts for Veterans and Retired First Responders

- Pre-Planning Services in Our O�ce or Your Home

- Serving the Rivertowns with Fairness, Compassion and 

   Sincerity –  Your Family is Our Family

- Traditional Funeral Services at A�ordable Prices

   We’ll Beat All Local Competiors’ Prices *

- All-Inclusive Direct Cremation - $1,295

- Green Burial Options Available

- Pre-Plan Your Funeral Now and Receive a 10% Discount

-  Shipping Specialist to All of Europe by Dean Jelcic 
   Funeral Director Croation Shipping Specialist

Serving All Faiths Se Habla Español

* Bring any competitor’s pricing and we will beat it by 10%

Family Owned & Operated by the Carpinone Family
with Over 100 Years of Funeral Industry Experience

 (914) 631-0621
   90 N Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591
   dwyermichaelsfh.com
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Saturday 5

Tarrytown Farmers 
Market (TaSH): Satur-
days, 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Patriots Park, Memorial 
Day through Thanksgiv-
ing. Over 50 vendors 
throughout the season.
Info: www.tashfarmers-
market.org.

Ossining Farmers Market: Saturdays 8:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m. through December 17 at Spring & 
Main Streets. Call 914-923-4837 or visit www.
downtoearthmarkets.com.

Dobbs Ferry Market: The market, featuring the 
Organic Pharmer, 66 Main Street, on Wednes-
days and Thursdays, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fridays 
and Saturdays 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. through Novem-
ber 9. Info: @dobbsferrymarket on Instagram. 

Sunday 6

Irvington Farmers Market: 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
through November at the Main Street School 
parking lot. Visit: irvmkt.org for info about ven-
dors, composting, and what’s in season.

Saturday 5

Oktoberfest: Noon - 4 
p.m., Goosefeather at 
The Tarrytown House 
Estate, 49 E. Sunnyside 
Lane. 12 Beer tasting, 
wood-fired sausages, 
autumn vegetables, local 

cheeses. $50. Info: 914-591-8200.

Saturday 19

A Serious Crush: Wine tasting and autumn 
wood-fired fall bounty tasting, noon to 4 p.m. 
$50.  King Mansion’s Garden at The Tarrytown 
House Estate, 49 E. Sunnyside Lane. Info: 914-
591-8200.

Saturday 5 

Hastings-on-Hudson’s 
80th Anniversary 

Celebration of The Wizard of Oz: Art exhibits, 
historical talks, and “Oz” themed events when 
visitors can “Follow The Yellow Balloons” for 
“Oz” activities and specials hosted by downtown 
merchants and organizations. Info: www.destina-
tionhastings.org.

Saturday 12

23rd Annual Sleepy Hollow Crafts, Food and 
Street Fair: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. More than 100 local 
vendors, sponsored by Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown 
Chamber of Commerce. Info: www.sleepyhol-
lowtarrytownchamber.com.

Saturday 5

Teaching Trails: Free 
walks for all ages, most 
Saturdays year-round, 

11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. at the Greenburgh Na-
ture Center, 99 Dromore Road, Scarsdale. Info: 
greenburghnaturecenter.org or 914-723-3470.

Thursday 10 

Adventures in Architec-
ture: 3:30 – 4: 45 p.m. 
at O’Hara Nature Center, 

170 Mountain Road, Irvington. Eight Thursdays 
through December 12. Presented by Arch-
ForKids, Architecture for Children, sponsored by 
Irvington Recreation Dept. Hands-on, minds-on, 
fun STEAM projects designed to sharpen critical 
thinking skills and spur creativity. Grades 1-3. To 
register, contact Mike at mdinardo@irvingtonny.
gov or call 914-591-7736.

Friday 18 

Women Take Action - An evening of Women 
Activists, Advocates and Causes: 7:30 p.m. at 
Irvington Theater, 85 Main Street, Irvington. Panel 
discussion and audience Q&A. Free event, reg-
istration required: irvingtontheater.com or at the 
door. Sponsored by Lockard & Wechsler Direct.

Saturday 19

School Of Mystical Arts Presentation: James 
Van Praagh, 7:30 p.m., Tarrytown Music Hall, 
13 Main Street. Info:  914-631-3390 Ext.100 or 
http://tarrytownmusichall.org

Tuesday 15

Book Discussion 
Group With Warner 

Librarian, Maureen Petry: Educated by Tara 
Westover, 2:15- 3:15 p.m. at the Shames Jew-
ish Community Center on the Hudson, 371 
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. Info: 914-366-7898 
Ext.1126.

Tuesday 29

Temple Beth Abraham Book Club:  A Contract 

with God: And Other Tenement Stories by Will 
Eisner and The Wizard of Oz by Amy Kurzweil, 
7:30 p.m. Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., 
Tarrytown. To RSVP: call 914-631-1770 or write: 
adulted@tba-ny.org.

Tuesday 1

Lyndhurst Fall Tours: 
Mansion tours conduct-

ed through Oct. 31. 635 S. Broadway Tarrytown. 
Visit: http://lyndhurst.org. 

Saturday 5

The Wizard of Oz Out-
door Screening: 7:30 
p.m., Hastings Library 
lawn. (Fulton Park) Bring 
a blanket. Presented 
by Village of Hastings 
as part of “Oz Hastings 
Connection” events.

Thursday 10

Sleepy Hollow International Film Festival: Film 
screenings and live events celebrating the Ameri-
can supernatural – through Sunday, Oct. 13. 
Venues include Tarrytown Music Hall and Warner 
Library. Info: www.sleepyhollowfilmfest.com.

Wednesday 16

Rivertown Film: 8 p.m., Nyack Center. Docu-
mentary: The Biggest Little Farm. To celebrate 
LGBTQ History Month, A Bigger Splash: October 
23, 8 p.m. Info: 845-353-2568 or www.rivertown-
film.org.

Thursday 17

Franco Zeffirelli Tribute: Turandot (2003), 
directed by Zeffirelli, 10:30 a.m. at Shames 
Jewish Community Center on the Hudson, 371 
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. Info: 914-366-7898 
Ext.1126.

Saturday 19

HudCo After Dark 
Presents PartyBox 
Raiders + Vicente Saav: 
145 Palisade Street, 
Suite 200, Dobbs Ferry, 
7:30 – 11:30 p.m. Draft 

cocktails, beer, wine and small bites for sale 
from The Rare Bit. Info: www.hudco.co or call 
914-479-0011.

Saturday 5

Clocktower Players 
Presents Smokey Joe’s 
Café: 7:30 p.m., Irving-
ton Theater, 85 Main 
Street. Info: 914-591-

6602, Talk-back with show’s creator, Jack Viertel. 
Tickets and info: www.irvingtontheater.com.

Sunday 6

A Two-Hundred Dollar Rhinoceros: The play, 
written by Richard Lobel, will be staged at 4 
p.m., Irvington Theater, 85 Main Street, followed 
by a Q&A with the play’s creative team. Tickets 
and info: www.irvingtontheater.com.

Saturday 12

River’s Edge Theatre Company Inaugural 
Performance: 7:30 p.m. at Irvington Theater. 

Staged reading of Circle Mirror Transformation 
by Annie Baker and opening night reception. 
$20. Proceeds benefit Hastings-based Family 
-to-Family, a grassroots, nonprofit hunger and 
poverty relief organization. Tickets/Info: www.
riversedgetheatre.com/performances.

Saturday 19-26

William Allen Jones’ “The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow”: Presented by Altitude Entertainment in 
association with Carysel Entertainment at Irving-
ton Theater, 85 Main Street, Irvington. Tickets 
and info: www.irvingtontheater.com.

Wednesday 23

Magic Act: Magician Ken Salaz will perform 
October 23 and 30, Lyndhurst, 635 S. Broadway 
Tarrytown. Visit: http://lyndhurst.org. 

Saturday, November 1

NYC Comedy in the Irv: 7:30 p.m. Three veteran 
NYC comics deliver a night of hilarious comedy 
at Irvington Theater, 85 Main Street, Irvington. 
Barry Weintraub hosts the evening, followed by 
Erin Jackson and Jon Fisch. $35. Tickets and 
info: www.irvingtontheater.com.

Thursday 3

Drink & Draw: Pre-
sented by RiverArts, 

7:30 - 10 p.m., 145 Palisade Street, Studio 412A, 
Dobbs Ferry. All levels are welcome. Admission: 
$15 in advance; $20 at the door. Info: www.
riverarts.org/drink-draw.

Friday 4

Disco Dance Party: Tarrytown Music Hall’s 
annual benefit, 7 p.m., 13 Main Street. Info: 914- 
631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Saturday 5

The Technicolor Pachy-
derm – Childrens’ Art 

Event: Hastings Train Station, 9 a.m. - 12 noon. 
Sponsored by Joanna Prisco, Good Witch Cof-
fee Bar, and Hastings-on-Hudson Arts Commis-
sion as part of “Oz Hastings Connection” 80th 
anniversary celebration of The Wizard of Oz.

Saturday 19

Native Expressions Art Exhibit: Through No-
vember 16 at Blue Door Art Center, 12 Riverdale 
Ave., Yonkers. Native American artists display 
their colorful expressions of life through art and 
crafts of all media. Opening reception Saturday, 
October 19, 6 – 8:30 p.m. Info: www. bluedoorar-
tcenter.org or call (914) 375-5100.

Sunday 27

Across The Pond: The exhibit features Catrin 
Perih’s paintings through December 8, South 
Presbyterian Church, 343 Broadway, Dobbs 
Ferry. Opening reception October 27, 11 a.m. - 2 
p.m. Info: 914-693-5815 or carol.sommerfield@
gmail.com.

Tuesday 1

High Holy Days: Rosh 
Hashanah services, 
October 1; Yom Kippur 
services, October 9 at 
Temple Beth Abraham, 

Annual Eco Fair | Sat. 10/5
The Tarrytown Environmental Advi-
sory Council (TEAC)  and the Village 
of Tarrytown are hosting the annual  
Eco Fair  at Patriots Park from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Event takes place during the 
TaSH Farmers Market. Come learn 
about reducing your Carbon Footprint, 
Composting, Food Scraps Recycling, 
Home Energy Savings, Healthy Lawns, 
waterways and more.

Arch for Kids | Thurs. 10/10-12/12
Arch for Kids brings Adventures in Archi-
tecture to O’Hara Nature Center, Thurs-
days (Oct. 10-Dec.12) from 3:30-4:45 p.m.

“Girls Who Code” Club 
for Girls | Sat. 10/5
Online coding tutorials and 
interactive activities for 
girls grades 6-12. Email sign 
up: Jenmitchell39@gmail.
com or come to the first 
meeting at the Irvington 
Public Library Programming 
Room. Saturdays 10 a.m.- 
12 p.m.

What’s Happening
Check out the complete Happenings directory for OCTOBER online: thehudsonindependent.com/events and post your own event
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Markets Nature/ 

Environment

Talks &  
Workshops

More Live 
Entertainment 
& Theater

Music Events

Film

Food Events

Book Clubs
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25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. For more information, 
call Temple Offi ce at 914-631-1770.

Wednesday 2

Torah Study: Wednesdays, 10 a.m. (with the 
exception of October 8). Saturdays, 9 a.m., 
Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. 
For more information, call the Temple Offi ce at 
914-631-1770.

Israeli Dance With Leng: Wednesdays in 
October (no classes October 9), Shames Jew-
ish Community Center on the Hudson, 371 S. 
Broadway, Tarrytown. 

Friday 4

How Music Works With Barry Wiesenfeld: 
Four Fridays in October, 10:30 a.m. to noon, 
Shames JCC in Tarrytown. Info:  www.shames-
jcc.org or 914-366-7898.

Sunday 6

Blessing of the Animals: 4 p.m., Christ Church 
and San Marcos. 43 S. Broadway, Tarrytown.

Monday 7

Blues Music: The Delta Diaspora: American 
Blues Music after the 1930s with Michael Sham-
osh, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the Shames JCC in 
Tarrytown. Doors open 9:30 a.m. Info: 914-366-
7898, Ext.1126.

Saturday 12

Movie Mavens: The Angel, 7 p.m., Temple Beth 
Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Info:  Call 
the Temple Offi ce at 914-631-1770.

Sunday 13

Sukkot Service: 7 p.m., Temple Beth Abraham, 
25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Info: Call the Temple 
Offi ce at 914-631-1770.

Wednesday 16

HAVORAH Jewish Harvest Holiday Celebra-
tion: 7 - 8:30 p.m., Temple Beth Abraham, 25 
Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. Info: Call 914-631-1770.

Friday 18

Fall Fair: Annual fair and marketplace for all 
ages, 3 -7 p.m. and on Oct. 19, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Christ Church and San Marcos, 43 S. Broadway, 
Tarrytown. Info 631-2074 or christchurchny.com.

Sunday 27

Mitzvah Day: Join temple Beth Abraham’s Tik-
kun Olam (Social Action) committee by partici-
pating in a range of volunteer projects. Registra-
tion and info: tikkunolam@tba-ny.org.

Monday 28

Art Discussion: When Modern Art Was ‘Jewish’: 

The Anti-Semitic Campaign against Cubism and 
the School of Paris with Beth S. Gersh-Nešic 
10- 11:30 am. at Shames JCC in Tarrytown. Info: 
914-366-7898, Ext.1126. 

Tuesday 1

Rivertown Runners: 
The Rivertown Runners 
group runs multiple 
times throughout the 
week. The weekend 
group runs on the 
Rockefeller State Park 
Preserve carriage trails. 
Info: www.rivertownrun-
ners.org or follow on 

Facebook. All are welcome. 

Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets 
multiple times per week to keep fi t, keep in 
touch and have fun. Beginning runners always 
welcome. Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-
running-Meetup/.

Healthy Life Series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related sub-
jects as well as health screenings and support 
groups. Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Events at the Irvington 
Public Library, 12 South 
Astor St. Info:  591-7840, 
irvref@wlsmail.org or 
www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Tuesday 1

Art Exhibit: Vlaicu Ionescu’s retrospective 
exhibition, Avant-Garde Paintings and Drawings, 
through Oct. 30. Call 914-591-7840 to confi rm 
opening hours.

Thursday 3

Middle School Book Chat: 4:30 p.m. Talk about 
books you are reading, have read, want to read, 
would recommend, wouldn’t ever want to read 
again, or would love to write a sequel to in this 
young adults program.

Thursday 10

Leaf Stamped Tea Towels: Young adults pro-
gram welcomes the fall with DIY Leaf Stamp tea 
towels, 5 p.m. All materials provided.

Washington Irving Films: 7:30 p.m., Washington 
Irving: American Dreams, a documentary about 
Irving’s life. Oct. 31, 7 p.m., short live action 
adaptations of Rip Van Winkle and The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow; director Jim Ormond will lead 
a Q&A. 

Thursday 17

Fall Book Sale: Non-fi ction, travel, holiday, 

fi ction, children’s, vintage and art books. All pro-
ceeds support the library.  Oct 17 at 2 p.m.; Oct. 
18, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.; Oct. 19, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Thursday Evening Book Club: 7:30 p.m. The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving. 
Copies available at circulation desk.

Thursday 24

Witches Tool Box: 4:30 p.m., in the spirit of Hal-
loween, make your very own witches (or warlock) 
toolbox. The library will provide materials for this 
young adult’s program. 

Events at the Warner Library, 
121 North Broadway, 
Tarrytown. Info: 631-7734, 
warnerlibrary.org.

Wednesday 2

Wednesday Movies: Films screened every 
Wednesday in October at 2 p.m.: Oct. 2, Rocket-
man, Oct. 9, The Bookshop, Oct. 16, Yesterday, 
Oct. 23, All is True and Oct. 30, The Naked City. 

Thursday 3

Birding 101: Enjoy a multimedia presentation 
with Anne Swaim, executive director of the Saw 
Mill River Audubon, 7 p.m.

Saturday 5 

Tutor Training: The Literacy Volunteers of the 
Tarrytowns will hold ESOL Tutor Training Work-
shops on Oct. 5, 19, Nov. 2, 9 and 16 from 9 
a.m.-12. Sign up: 914-488-4250.  

Sunday 6

Jug Band Performance: Flying Fingers Jug 
Band - 2:30 p.m.

Monday 7

Alexander Technique: Learn to identify and pre-
vent the harmful postural habits that can cause 
or aggravate, stress, pain, or ineffectiveness, 7 
p.m. Free. Register: 914-631-7734. 

Thursday 10

Author Visit: 7 p.m. Award-winning author, 
teacher and conservationist Kathryn J. Schneider 
will speak.

Saturday 12

Disney Film: A free screening of Return to Oz, 
followed by a Q&A with renowned composer Da-
vid Shire, 10 a.m., as part of the Sleepy Hollow 
Film Fest. Info: visitsleepyhollow.com.

Saturday 19 

Book Sale: The Friends of Warner Library Book 
Sale: Oct. 19, 20 from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Monday 21

All The World’s A Stage: 7- 8:30 p.m., join cele-
brated soprano and President of YFJ Consulting, 
Yolanda Johnson, to learn proven performance 
techniques. 

College Planning: C2 Education -Think like a 
College Admissions Offi cer, 7 p.m.

Events at the Dobbs Ferry 
Public Library, 55 Main St., 
Dobbs Ferry. Info: 693-6614, 
dobbsferrylibrary.org.

Tuesday 1

Chair Yoga: Chair Yoga for Seniors, Tuesdays, 
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. To sign up, call Abby Connett 
at 914-693-7792. Registration is required. 

Friday 4

Book Sale: The Book Blowout Sale at Ferry 
Festa, Oct. 4, 5 and 6.

Tuesday 15

Comedy Open Mic: Hosted by Tim Deery, 7:30 
p.m. 

Saturday 19

Author Event: 3 p.m., Richard W. Lewis will dis-
cuss 1063 Cedar Drive South: One Boy’s Stories.

Sunday 20

Martial Arts Movie Mania:  The Mummy: Tomb 
of the Dragon Emperor screening, 2 p.m.

RiverArts modern 
dance classes: Taught 
by Mary Ford-Sussman. 
Thursdays, 12:30 - 2 

p.m. at Hastings Yoga, 34 Main Street, Hastings. 
Individual classes: $25, multiple dance cards 
available. Register at riverarts.org/educational-
programs/dance-lessons/modern-dance-
lessons.

Men’s Club:  Wednesdays, 9:45 a.m. at Shames 
JCC in Tarrytown. Varied speakers; open to the 
public free of charge. Call 914-366-7898 or visit 
www.ShamesJCC.org.

Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday 
of the month, 6:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. Call 914-
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Hudson Valley Writers Center - Fall Courses, 
Workshops, Readings and Events: At Philipse 
Manor Train Station, 300 Riverside Drive, Sleepy 
Hollow. Full schedule and info: www.writerscen-
ter.org.
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Art XO Studio | 
Ongoing 
Art XO Studio (9 Main 
St., Irvington) offers 
year-round art classes/
programs for toddlers, 
kids, teens, and adults. 
Visit www.artxostudio.
com for fall schedule.

Hudco After Dark 
Presents | Sat. 10/19
HudCo presents Vicente 
Saav with Pablo Nunez 
at 8 p.m. and the world 
premiere of Party Box 
Raiders at 9:30. Small 
bites and beverages for 
sale from The Rare Bit.
Visit: www.hudco.co.

Irvington 
Public Library

Warner 
Library

The Dobbs 
Ferry Public 
Library

Women Take Action | Day. 10/18
Women Take Action at Irvington Theater on Oct. 18 at 7:30. 
Panel discussion and audience Q&A. Register at www.irving-
tontheater.com for this free diversity series event.

Health/
Wellness

Ongoing



Goetze defended his actions on First 
Amendment free speech grounds, but the 
court ruled against him, ruling that the 
emails were not mainly political statements; 
rather the content was largely a personal 
attack on Feiner and his family and consti-
tuted a “true threat.”

“This verdict against Mr. Goetze is an im-
portant outcome which illustrates how we 
seek justice whenever there is a threat to a 
public figure or any residents of Westches-
ter,” Scarpino said. “Threatening messages 
will always be prosecuted to the fullest ex-
tent of the law. Let anyone who might make 
such threats know we will go after them. 
We commend Greenburgh Police on their 

investigation and maintaining the safety of 
the town. We hope the Feiner family can 
now rest easier.”

Feiner recalled the fear he and his family 
felt and has high praise for the Greenburgh 
police for finding Goetze as quickly as they 
did and admitted that his conviction has 
not entirely removed that fear. 

“I am still nervous, but my family and I 
have an order of protection,” he wrote fol-
lowing the conviction.” I hope that a mes-
sage is sent to people who commit hate 
crimes that they can be caught and pros-
ecuted. Hopefully it will discourage people 
from committing these crimes in the future. 
There are many incidents of anti-Semitism 
around Westchester and the region. We 
can’t look the other way. I’m glad there was 
a conviction.”
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by Amir Goren

I’m feeling rather bittersweet about leav-
ing my beloved adopted home of Tar-
rytown. I’ve now lived here for nearly a 
decade, imbibing the cozy historic-village 
architecture and “rustic chic” and accessible 
hills, roads, bridges, and parks of the river-
towns and Westchester more broadly. As a 
fairly agnostic individual, I’ve adopted and 
enjoyed the Tarrytowns’ embrace of Hal-
loween, with our earnest passion bordering 
on irreverent in Halloween’s overshadowing 
more traditional holidays. I’ve also enjoyed 
the occasional parades and the bite-sized 
farmers market in the middle of fairytale 
Patriots Park, with its arching stone bridges 
and tall, defiant trees that give me comfort, 
nestled as I am beneath their majesty a little 
farther down the slope that defines most of 
our quaint town.  And how I love our hills! 
Difficult as they are to climb, they provide 
thrilling vistas onto the town and river, 
while elevating, separating, and framing the 
Tarrytown Lakes in such a way that when 
you’re up there, you can momentarily forget 
you’re near civilization at all. And that hum-
ble stretch of road on Altamont gives me the 
feeling I’m in California or Europe, look-
ing down over old church steeples and the 

motley assortment of buildings below. The 
sunsets across the river, with fiery accompa-
nying clouds, are frequently breathtaking... 
and this can be surprising given the absence 
of a distant, unobscured horizon. Neperan 
Park has provided many a meditative pause 
to witness these sunsets and reflect on the 
history and beauty of the area (and the priv-
ilege--and expense--of living here).  And 
then there are the hidden gems of trails for 
walking, running, and mountain biking, all 
around the lakes and up behind the Hack-
ley School and Glenville Woods, making for 
very satisfying local adventures. 

I’m going to miss the character of the 
town, from its fancy mini-mansions to its 
historic storefront buildings to the more 
working-class parts of town that, in unison, 
define the special essence of Tarrytown. I re-
member the moment I first knew I wanted 
to live here, staring down Main Street from 
the intersection with North Washington 
toward the river, really digging the local 
character. And of course, the density and di-
versity of inhabitants also make Tarrytown 
rich and interesting and not just another 
manufactured place for one kind of people. 
I even love the compassion, thoughtfulness, 
and seeming accessibility embodied by our 
town supervisor, Paul Feiner (with whom 

I’ve exchanged a couple of emails), and vari-
ous local and state leaders. 

Our neighbors helped make my wife 
and me feel at home right away when we 
chose to move into our cozy street, just close 
enough to be able to wander out onto the 
sidewalk for a casual conversation or a re-
quest for help, while still maintaining some 
privacy across our postage-stamp yards and 
gardens. For such a small area, Tarrytown 
packs a satisfying punch of places to see, not 
to mention places to eat and drink and shop 
for a variety of things that are often of sur-
prisingly good quality.

I’m realizing I can say all this about not 
just Tarrytown, because for years I’ve been 
enamored of all the immediate surround-
ings here, for example marveling at how I’m 
in easy running distance from the maze of 
carriage roads intersecting magical mead-
ows, farms, and woods all around Rock-
efeller Preserve and the grand overlook of 
Rockwood Hall. I am grateful to the Rock-
efellers for preserving and sharing this trea-
sure trove of nature with the public. In my 
time here, I’ve had a chance to witness the 
entire dismantling and demolition of one 
impressive old bridge across the Tappan 
Zee and to marvel at the construction and 
completion of an impressive and artfully de-

signed new one. I regret that I haven’t been 
able to linger long enough to ride my bike 
across the soon-to-be-open bridge path. Lo-
cals may take it for granted, but we’re re-
ally lucky to be located right above I-287, 
with quick and easy access to all points 
north into the country and east along the 
coast, without having to contend with more 
typical metropolitan-area traffic congestion. 
And of course, there’s the ever-convenient 
express train stop, which is mostly wasted 
on me since I’m no longer commuting into 
the city, but which nevertheless provided 
breathtaking river views for a good chunk 
of my commutes when I did.  

I’ve never fallen for a place to live the way 
I’ve fallen for Tarrytown and Westchester. 
Ultimately, rising property taxes combined 
with the loss of tax breaks, a new job in 
Pennsylvania, and a baby on the way, have 
conspired to nudge my wife and me to 
leave here. I can only hope I’ll come to love 
our new home even 80% as much as our 
current one, and I hope to return, at least 
as a tourist. I hope the locals and new arriv-
als to this small town continue to care for 
it and appreciate the unique combination 
of lush nature, cozy village life, and close 
proximity to all needs and wants that Tar-
rytown offers.

Ode and Farewell to Tarrytown
Commentary

Letters
Dangers of Potholes Should 
Be Addressed

To the Editor:
Many NYS roads continue to be full of 

potholes and in desperate need of repav-
ing. Unfortunately, NYS does not have 
adequate funds to repave roads in a timely 
manner or to promptly repair all potholes. 

A constituent of mine, Jeff Bogart of 
Hastings, came up with a great idea. NYS 
should authorize local governments or resi-
dents to paint a circle (in a bright color) 
around the potholes located on state roads 
so motorists would be warned, in advance, 
of the dangers of the pothole. This could 
help other motorists avoid flat tires and 
could help the NYS Department of Trans-

portation locate the potholes quickly. 
Another option that NYS should con-

sider: entering into contracts with local 
governments – enable localities to fix the 
potholes and to be reimbursed.

I would welcome readers thoughts. My e 
mail is pfeiner@greenburghny.com.

Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Thanks to Community for 
Supporting Dobbs Ferry 
Library

To the Editor:
On behalf of the board of the Friends of 

the Dobbs Ferry Library, I would like to ex-
tend a huge “thank you” to our local com-
munity for its generosity and support in 
ensuring that our recent capital campaign 
was a complete success.

The donations we received will be used to 
buy state-of-the-art A/V equipment for the 
Library’s Community Meeting Room, in-
cluding a new projector, microphones, and 
other equipment that will further enhance 
the innovative and well-received program-
ming that the Library currently offers on a 
regular basis. 

The campaign was organized to match 
monies left by the estate of Library advo-
cate Jane Andres, and it quickly surpassed 
our expectations. All additional funds will 
be put toward funding Library programs.

It gives me great pride to live in such a 
caring and compassionate community.

 
Sincerely,
Vikki Jones
President, 
Friends of the Dobbs Ferry Library

Thanks for Making River 
Spirit Music & Arts Festival 
a Success

To the Editor:
We are grateful to all who made Hastings’ 

Second Annual Waterfront Concert Series 
and River Spirit Music & Arts Festival suc-
cessful. With the continued support from 
Hastings’ Mayor Niki Armacost and Vil-
lage Trustees, as well as our sponsors, adver-
tisers, generous raffle donors and individual 

contributors, we produced five events for 
audiences of all ages and from around the 
Rivertowns and the surrounding area. Our 
Waterfront shows featured touring artists 
-  Birds of Chicago, The End of America and 
The Englishtown Project - who gave magnifi-
cent performances! The Festival featured 22 
artists, including nationally touring artists 
(from as far away as California and Maine), 
regional and local artists, tons of childrens’ 
activities, delicious food and beverages of-
ferings, and a wonderful assortment of ven-
dors and exhibitors.

Thanks to our amazing Village Police, 
Fire, Parks and Recreation, DPW and 
Building Departments, as well as Parking 
Enforcement Officers, Ambulance Corps, 
and administrative staff who provided vital 
support.

Thanks also to Forty North, SLICES 
and Sakura Garden for providing artist 
hospitality; Safe & Sound Productions for 
beautiful sound; Lynx Transport for logisti-
cal support; Hastings Historical Society for 
water and Wi-Fi; The Hudson Independent 
for spreading the word; and to Town Super-
visor Paul Feiner for his continued support.

Special thanks goes out to our dedicated 
staff and awesome crew of volunteers from 
throughout the Rivertowns, without whom 
these events would not be possible. 

Finally, we are grateful for all of our 
neighbors and friends in the Rivertowns 
who support live music and arts by attend-
ing events.

Peter Shafran, Executive Producer
Paula Panzer, Manager
River Spirit Music, LLC

Continued from page 9
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$89
*unless gum disease is present

Reg.
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• Thorough Examination
• Oral Cancer Screening
• X-Rays
• Basic Teeth Cleaning

$3,999Starting
At

BLEEDING GUMS?
• Teeth Feel Loose?

• Partial Denture Loose?
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serious Health Issues!
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Make a
Free
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Today!

NEW PATIENTS*

We reserve the right to submit for insurance reimbursement to the doctor for exam, consultation & X-ray

Call 91 14-63 -5222
128 South Broadway
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Beautiful Smile
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was born
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New Teeth In A Day!
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Serving Putnam & Westchester Counties
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Tired of loose fitting dentures?
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Implant Bridge!
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3 Look Better
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