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Westchester Housing Needs Study:
The Rivertowns by the Numbers
by Alexander Roberts

W

estchester County has
released its long-awaited
Housing Needs Assessment, the most exhaustive analysis ever done in the county. While
it found a need for 82,451 affordable housing units, the majority of those represent existing
households that are paying more
than they can afford. The number
of new units needed was pegged
at 11,703. In its more than 600

Area Places Where Gifts
Go a Long Way
PAGE 2

trast, the Village of Sleepy Hollow saw the number of people
in poverty almost double, from
678 in 2000 to 1,911 in 2017—a
percentage increase from 7.4% to
19.8%, and the highest increase
in the county. During that same
period, Dobbs Ferry’s poverty
rate had the greatest decrease in
the county at -2.7%.
• Irvington was the only village in the rivertowns that has
lost population since 2000. The
steepest decline took place be-
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tween 2000 and 2010. Since
then, it gained some of that back,
cutting the loss to 0.6%.
• Across the county, the population of homeless students has
more than doubled over the
past 10 years with an increase of
105.3%, or 1,416 students. Tarrytown had the greatest increase
in homeless students—up 629%,
from 34 homeless students in
2007 to 248 in 2017.
• Sleepy Hollow had the largest
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pages, the report breaks down
housing needs and related demographic data for each one of the
county’s 45 municipalities. Some
of the distinguishing statistics of
the rivertowns include:
• Dobbs Ferry and Tarrytown
experienced significant declines
in the number of people living
in poverty. The number living in
poverty in Tarrytown fell from
495 to 315 from 2000-2017.
In Dobbs Ferry, the decline was
from 555 to 298. In sharp con-
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Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan conducted the 5:30 Saturday Mass,
November 23, at the Church of the Magdalene in Pocantico Hills.
His presence at the Church was the culmination of the Church’s
yearlong sesquicentennial celebration.
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Two Dobbs Ferry Families, Each with
Four Generations of Firefighters
by Barrett Seaman

Tribute

Robert K. Massie
Beloved Irvington Pulitzer prizewinning author: January 5, 1929December 2, 2019.

Go to thehudsonindependent.com
for the full obituary

J

ohn Cullen’s father was the first
in his family to join Dobbs Ferry’s Ogden Engine Company
and the first to join at age 18. That
was in 1921, not long after the first
motorized fire truck replaced the
old horse-drawn wagons. That put
a premium on someone who knew
MORE» on page 2

The Cullens of Ogden Engine: Four Generations

Firefighters
Continued from page 1

1) The Community Food Pantry of Sleepy
Hollow & Tarrytown welcomes food and
monetary donations so they may continue
to serve local families each month who are
food insecure. To find out more, please visit
their website at http://www.communityfoodpantryshtt.org or make checks payable
to Community Food Pantry and send to 43
S. Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591.

Center Christmas List.
4) The Rotary Club will continue to collect food donations. Non-perishable items
may be dropped off at Tarrytown Village
Hall.

2) It Takes a Village (“ITAV”) 10591 welcomes its members to bring non-perishable food to their holiday meeting on
December 10 at the Reformed Church
of the Tarrytowns to be donated to the
Community Food Pantry of Tarrytown
and Sleepy Hollow.

5) Open Door Family Medical Centers - Open Door seeks donations of new,
unwrapped toys and gift cards (monetary
value of approximately $20) to give to their
young patients (newborn through
age 14). Donations will be accepted
from now through December 19th
at Open Door, 300 North Broadway,
Sleepy Hollow, They also would appreciate wrapping paper donations.

3) THE RSHM LIFE Center seeks new,
unwrapped toys and children’s clothing for
their annual Holiday Boutique. Donations
may be dropped off at the LIFE Center, 3234 Beekman Ave., Sleepy Hollow between
now and December 13th. For suggested
gifts, or if you would like to avoid the stores,
they have an Amazon Wish List. When you
log on to Amazon look for RSHM LIFE

6) From now through December 17, the
Tarrytown Police Department is collecting new, unwrapped toys to give
to The Salvation Army and the Community Opportunity Center. Food
and diapers are also being collected for
the Community Food Pantry. Please bring
your donations to designated boxes at Warner Library, A Nu Toy Store in Tarrytown,

Tarrytown Village Hall or the Tarrytown
Police Department lobby.
7) Volunteer New York has listed 12
drives happening throughout the rivertowns and elsewhere in the county.
Please see volunteernewyork.org/holiday for all of the details.
8) The Family YMCA at Tarrytown is collecting new, unwrapped toys and gifts for
the children of Abbott House through December 12. Abbott House cares for refugee
children who have come to the US without their parents. They provide temporary
comprehensive residential care for children
while they work towards reuniting them
with a family member or sponsor. Please
bring your donations to the YMCA lobby.
9) Now through December 22, the
Sleepy Hollow Police Benevolent
Association (PBA) is collecting new,
unwrapped toys for children in need.
Drop off locations include the James Galgano Senior Center, Village Hall and the
Sleepy Hollow Police Department lobby.

how to drive a truck, which young Cullen
knew how to do, prompting the company
to lower the minimum membership age
from 21 in order to gain his services.
His counterpart in the Keiling family
didn’t sign up until 1938, but he had three
brothers who were also in the company.
These original pyro-patriarchs are long
gone, but Cullens and Keilings still dominate the membership rolls of Ogden Engine, which sits atop Ashford Avenue—one
of three volunteer fire companies in the
village. At present, there are four Keilings
and eight Cullens on the rolls at Ogden
Engine. Together, the two dynasties make
up more than half the active firefighters in
the company. At one time or another, three
have been chiefs and seven have been captains (the second-ranked company officer).
The senior-most of the living members
of the Keiling family, George, signed up
in 1949, making this year his 70th in the
company. John H. Cullen Sr. (“Pop-pop” to
his grand- and great grandchildren) joined
a year later. Both have served as chiefs.
George Keiling III joined in 1977. John M.
Cullen followed a year later. George II’s son
Michael joined in 1981 and his son, George
IV, joined in 2010. On the Cullen side,
Kevin joined in 1981, Ryan in 2009 and
Thomas, the youngest, signed up in 2016.
Nancy Cullen Lindsay, daughter of Frank
Cullen, one of John’s two brothers, was the
first female to join, in 1990. You could say
MORE» on page 3
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Where you'll find the perfect gifts
you didn't know you were looking for!
A unique collection for the home and to wear
Fair Trade, local and regional art and design
Gifts for grown-ups and children
Vintage Records
Open 7 Days
11:00am - 6:00pm
53 Main Street, Tarrytown
914-514-8981
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L to R: George Keiling Sr., George Keiling Jr., George Keiling IV and Michael Keiling.

Firefighters
Continued from page 2

that firefighting is in their blood.
Ogden Engine is the youngest of Dobbs
Ferry’s three volunteer fire companies, organized in 1898 as Ogden Hose Company (as
there were very few gas-powered fire trucks
back then). Today, their main truck carries
both the hoses that connect to hydrants as
well as 750 gallons of water. Ogden’s older
siblings, Resolute Hook & Ladder and Livingston Hose, are housed in a station on
Main Street adjacent to Village Hall.
It’s easy to see how the Cullen clan gravitated towards the Ogden company. Three
generations of them grew up at 186 Ashford
Avenue, practically across the street.

Medical Technician. Thomas, the youngest
is a junior at Western Connecticut University and hopes to get a job somewhere as a
paid firefighter.
Three of the four Keilings are in the carpentry business in town. Only George IV
works outside the trade; he’s a mechanic at
Performance Auto. Those, like the Keilings,
who work close by are sometimes the only
ones available to respond to daytime fires.
There have been times when only one or
two volunteers are there to respond to an
alarm. George II and III were the first and
for a while only firefighters to reach a recent
fire at Children’s Village. “We wrapped the
hydrant, stretched the line and got water
to the rig,” recalls George II, “just before

everybody else showed up.” The long-term
shift from residents who work locally to
commuters has made it tougher each year
to bring in new members. That plus giving
over three nights a week to training classes
and the rising cost of living puts a strain on
family life as well.
Both families remember all the major fires
they had to face over the years—together:
several of the big estates in neighboring Irvington, the Osborne Manor apartments
blaze, Roslyn Gardens, a head-on train
wreck in the ‘90s and the Ardsley Country
Club fire in December 2014. There was at
least one Cullen and a Keiling at each of
these. And chances are good that one, the
other or both will be at the next fire too.

“I used to hang out here as a kid,” recalled
John Cullen Sr. It wasn’t much different
for the Keilings. George II, who grew up a
couple of blocks north, remembers going to
family picnics and Christmas parties at the
station when he was eight. He remembered
Nedgo (Ogden spelled backwards), the
company’s Dalmatian mascot who knew
everyone in the company but would “show
her teeth” to anyone she didn’t know approaching the truck.
As Ogden is a volunteer company, everyone has a day job of one sort or another.
Before he retired, John Cullen Sr. was the
paid chief of the White Plains Fire Department. His son is now the commissioner for
emergency services for Westchester County;
Kevin is an athletic trainer at Manhattanville College and a full-time Emergency

The Ethical Society of Northern Westchester

Sunday Ethics for Children Program
for ages 5-14 (grades K-8)

Come explore our inclusive educational experience
which focuses on the importance of individual worth
and responsibility, respect for one another,
respect for the earth, and
becoming a vital part of the Community.
Classes meet Sundays 11 am - 12:30 pm

during our regularly scheduled Sunday Meetings.

Please visit, or contact us:
esnwsec@gmail.com or
call 914.941.3544
Learn More at www.esnw.org
ESNW • 108 Pinesbridge Road, Ossining, NY 10562
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Housing Study
Continued from page 1

number of renter-occupied housing units
at 64.7%, and consequently the lowest rate
of home ownership (35.3%). However, the
village had by far the largest increase in
population since 2000, up 10.6%. Since
population gains typically follow new
housing production, it’s no surprise that
Irvington produced only 70 new homes

since 2000, while Sleepy Hollow developed
nearly 10 times that amount (660 units) at
sites including the waterfront. Accelerating
the trend, Sleepy Hollow will add another
1,177 units at the General Motors plant
redevelopment, Edge on Hudson.
As expected, the affordable housing
shortage continues to affect both homeowners and renters alike. The accompa-

nying charts show just how many Westchester renters and homeowners meet the
federal Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) definition of being
severely burdened, meaning they pay over
50% of their income for housing, as well
as those paying more than 30% of their
income, which HUD considers unaffordable. Together, these two categories rep-

Dobbs Ferry

Irvington

Sleepy Hollow

Tarrytown
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resent 41.3% of total households in the
county.
To see the full report and look at the stats
for your village, go to our website at www.
thehudsonindependent.com.
Alexander Roberts is Executive Director of
Community Housing Innovations (CHI).

www.thehudsonindependent.com

Tarrytown Housing Task Force Takes a Comprehensive View
by Alexander Roberts

With a number of projects on the drawing board or in the approvals process, Tarrytown has established a committee to use
a comprehensive approach to housing development and affordability. The Housing
Affordability Task Force grew out of the
village’s Comprehensive Plan, with a charge
to “identify housing needs and trends to
support current and future populations of
the village, define opportunities within the
existing stock, in future developments and
with the tools available through land use
planning, zoning and vision to incentivize and preserve integrated and affordable,
workforce and middle income housing for
the long term benefit of the community.”
“For the first time, we have a committee of
professionals drawn from Tarrytown,” said
Committee Chairperson Sadie McKeown,
“with the expertise to analyze the collective
impacts of different housing developments,
where in the past each has been looked at
individually. How do we meet expanding
housing needs while preserving the unique
character of our village?”
McKeown has had a long and distinguished career in housing and is currently
Executive Vice President of the Community
Preservation Corporation, a nonprofit affordable housing and community revitalization finance company that has invested $11
billion in various projects to date.
Other members of the task force include

Tarrytown Village Trustees Karen Brown
and Becky McGovern, Rose Noonan, executive director of the Housing Action Council, Peter Feroe, a senior planner and zoning
expert for AKRF, and Craig Singer, Managing Director of Richman Mortgage Assets
Company. In my role as executive director
of Community Housing Innovations, I too
am a member.
There are a number of projects being dis-

cussed with the potential for adding more
housing units to the village, such as at the
waterfront where a new overlay zone has
been applied. The task force will consider
the collective impacts of the projects so they
are not considered in isolation.
At a recent meeting, the committee discussed the opening of the Wildey Street affordable housing development. After more
than a decade since it was first proposed, the

12 affordable apartments are now fully occupied.
McKeown said, “While we are very happy
that the affordable housing is now open, our
task force will hopefully be able to provide
a better framework and tools for the village
to satisfy the need to maintain a mix of affordable and market rate housing to serve its
residents, present and future.”

Stone Barns Center Selects Yarmuth as New
Executive Director
Lauren Yarmuth, a leading design thinker
with expertise in sustainability and food
systems, has joined Stone Barns Center for
Food and Agriculture as the nonprofit organization’s new executive director.
She will work in partnership with the
Stone Barns Center team as well as leadership at Blue Hill, the organization’s on-site
restaurant partner, to steward the next chapter of the Center’s impact and development.
Yarmuth brings nearly two decades of
leadership on regenerative systems to the
role. Before joining Stone Barns Center
she was the Director of Circular Economy at IDEO, the global design company,
where she focused on issues such as waste,
consumer behaviors, and business and systems innovation. Prior to IDEO Yarmuth
co-founded and ran YR&G (now WSP), a

global consulting group with a top-tier list
of corporate clients focused on sustainability in the built environment.
As executive director, Yarmuth will guide
the vision of Stone Barns Center. Her portfolio will include developing the capacity
of the staff and the campus, as well as the
impact of collaborations with restaurant
partner Blue Hill and other key stakeholders, to realize the potential of food as a lever
to bring about thriving ecosystems.
“We are so pleased to welcome Lauren
here as our new executive director,” said
Peggy Dulany, Stone Barns Center’s board
chair and co-founder. “She embodies all of
the values that make our team special: she
believes deeply in regenerative systems and
the power of food to change the world. Her
background and her outlook make her ex-

ceptionally well positioned to steward our
organization into this next chapter as we
deepen our commitment to food systems
change in the face of global warming.”
“There is unbelievable potential to leverage the food system and the ways we grow,
process, and connect with food to measurably address major global issues such as
human health and well-being and climate
change” said Yarmuth. “I am so energized
by the challenge and opportunity to serve as
Stone Barns Center’s new executive director.
It’s incredibly exciting to join an organization that has already done so much to help
people literally taste solutions in food and
farming and to scale that outward to catalyze the potential of the food system as the
center of a thriving future.”

Warm and Wonderful Tarry Crest Colonial

215 Benedict Avenue, Tarrytown
$499,000 | 3 Beds | 1.1 Baths | 1,391 Sq Ft
Comfortable three bedroom, first floor office home with one full and one half bath. Features
wood-burning fireplace, hardwood flooring, deep front yard, attached garage, spacious
driveway, second floor deck over garage. Happy memories were made in the seller’s
childhood home and you could too!

Valerie Kopelman

Licensed Associate RE Broker
c: 914.261.6609
valerie.kopelman@juliabfee.com
valeriekopelman.juliabfee.com

IRVINGTON BROKERAGE | 46 MAIN STREET | 914.295.3500

juliabfee.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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Friends of the Dobbs Ferry Waterfront Park Helps Enhance
A Valuable Community Resource
by Linda Viertel

L to R: Summer and autumn views
of the waterfront park.

With its magnificent views of the Hudson River, the Dobbs Ferry Waterfront Park
draws walkers, concert goers, picnickers,
dog walkers, soccer players, runners, kids
who enjoy the newly refurbished playground, and many others. But, in these
days of limited municipal funding, “it takes
a village” to maintain a park. To this end,
the Friends organization was set up officially
in 2012, succeeding the Waterfront Committee which had helped secure and add to
funding from New York State, the County,
Village, and private donations for major
park renovation. In 2015, when the initial
restoration was completed, the Waterfront
Committee was disbanded and now the
Friends organization has been working in
partnership with the Village, its Recreation
Commission and DPW. The Friends provides improvements over and above what
the Village of Dobbs Ferry can provide.
The Friends of the Dobbs Ferry Waterfront Park, Inc. a public/private non-profit
501( c )3 corporation was formed “to support and provide funds for the preservation,
conservation, improvement and development of the park for use by the general
public.” This active group of volunteers
works closely with the Dobbs Ferry mayor,

— Photos by Nancy Delmerico

its board of trustees, DPW staff and village
police to extend their efforts and enhance
one of Dobbs Ferry’s greatest assets.
Their ongoing efforts, to date, include:
planting two new willow trees at Willow
Point plus a new tree near the playground,
renovating plantings and bushes, enhancing
soil for new tree and shrub plantings, hiring
an expert tree trimming company to prune
and care for existing trees, commissioning a
landscape plan by a local expert, hiring an
expert videographer and arborist to create
training videos for current and future village
employees on tree care, and advising village
officials on safety issues such as removal of
tree stumps. Other energetic volunteers are
pulling out invasive vines and weeding.
Plans are in the works for the installation
of flowering lilacs, additional shade trees for

the picnic area, and the expansion, rehabilitation and maintenance of several flower
beds, such as the park’s iconic and formerly
vibrant patch of black-eye Susans, all to be
accomplished with longevity and future
ease of care to insure viability. For these enhancements, The Friends is seeking to raise
$25,000, which will be matched dollar for
dollar by a generous resident, thereby doubling any contribution. Any amount contributed is tax-deductible, and those contributing $100 or more will be listed on the
Friends website.
President of the Board of Directors, Marie
McKellar, gives special thanks to Dobbs Ferry landscape architect Lisa Guggenheimer,
who drew up the plan for the park, and
landscape designer Elizabeth Martin, an unpaid advisor to the group’s work. Other of-

ficial advisors include Wayne Cahilly (arborist), Nancy Delmerico
(graphic designer), Karen Jenkins
(fundraiser), and Susan Weisenberg (expert gardener). In addition, generous support has been
provided by Will Vitagliano (arborist), Rishi Gandhi (videographer), Bill Logan (arborist), Emerald Tree
and Shrub Care, and Kevin Mangan (Rosedale Nurseries). The hard-working Board
of Directors’ members helping McKellar
are Jeanne Ceccolini, David Koenigsberg,
Arch McKellar (treasurer), Mayor Robert
McLoughlin and Kathryn Slocum.
So many volunteers, advisors, contributors and village officials have come together
on behalf of maintaining this valuable community resource already. As McKellar says,
“We are all working together to renovate
and beautify the park while keeping it functional.”
Contributions can be made online at:
www.dfwaterfrontpark.org. If payment by
check is preferred, please mail it to Friends
of Dobbs Ferry Waterfront Park, P.O. Box,
543, Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. 10522.

One of the Hudson Valley’s most notable authentic Italian restaurants.
Seasonal Menu Features • Homemade Pasta & Specialties

One of the Hudson Valley’s
most notable authentic Italian restaurants.
Seasonal Menu Features Homemade • Pasta & Specialties

Piccola Trattoria invites you to host your private or holiday event in our intimate dining room.

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 5PM- 10PM • SUNDAY 3PM- 9PM

Piccola 41Trattoria
invites
your Holiday
Event
Cedar Street
Dobbsyou
Ferryto host
914-674-8427
piccolany.com
in our intimate dining room for up to 45

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 5PM- 10PM • SUNDAY 3PM- 9PM
41 Cedar Street Dobbs Ferry 914-674-8427 piccolany.com
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Thank You for Another
Very Successful Year

TA R RY TOW N
121 Neperan Road · Sold for $1,299,000

TA R RY TOW N
61 Round A Bend Road · Sold for $1,242,000

S L E E PY H O L LOW
217 Highland Avenue · Sold for $1,110,000

S L E E PY H O L LOW
162 Kelbourne Avenue · Sold for $875,000

S L E E PY H O L LOW
214 Highland Avenue · Sold for $910,000

H A S T I N G S - O N - H U DS O N
10 Old Jackson Avenue · Sold for $825,000

D O B B S F E R RY
60 Judson Avenue · Sold for $950,000

S L E E PY H O L LOW
19 Harwood Avenue · Sold for $830,000

TA R RY TOW N
143 Wilson Park Drive · Sold for $745,000

S L E E PY H O L LOW
551 Munroe · Sold for $767,500

H A S T I N G S - O N - H U DS O N
7 South Drive · Sold for $1,075,000

I N CO N T R AC T

S L E E PY H O L LOW
199 Beekman Avenue #66 · Offered at $1,474,995
199 Beekman Avenue#58 · Offered at $1,212,995

I N CO N T R AC T

S L E E PY H O L LOW
3 Manor Close · Offered at $1,100,000

I N CO N T R AC T

S L E E PY H O L LOW
165 Millard Avenue · Offered at $999,000

AC T I V E

S L E E PY H O L LOW • $ 89 9,0 0 0
7 Evergreen Way | WEB# HI1590468

Photo courtesy of Toll Brothers

The #1 Houlihan Lawrence Agent in
Tarrytown School District
Top Producer in the Irvington Office

A N DRE A M A RTON E
Real Estate Salesperson
Irvington Brokerage
M 914.261.7458

AMartone@houlihanlawrence.com
www.andreamartoneny.com

YO U R H O U S E A N D H O M E E X P E R T

Call Andrea today to help make your Real Estate Dreams come true!
Source: HGMLS 1/1/18-12/31/18, total vol. single-family homes sold, Tarrytown School District, by agent Houlihan Lawrence Irvington
Brokerage.
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And They’re Off! The Field to Fill Lowey’s Seat Is In Flux
by Barrett Seaman

It’s been less than two months since
longtime 17th District Congresswoman
Nita Lowey, 82, announced her intention
to retire at the end of the current term, yet
the race to succeed her has already begun
to fill—at least by Democrats. In November, three new prospects—two of them
women—joined the fray, while new doubts
arise about the candidacy of one previously
announced contender. To date, no Republican in the decidedly blue-leaning district
spanning Rockland and Westchester counties has stepped forward.
With an April 2 deadline for collecting at
least 1,250 signatures and filing for a June
23rd primary, the jockeying will continue
for another few months as aspirants scramble for money and polling results.
The two women now in the race are feminist activist and social media maven Allison
Fine of Sleepy Hollow and former national
security analyst and MSNBC contributor
Dr. Evelyn Farkas of Chappaqua.
Fine, 55, is the immediate past chair of
NARAL Pro-Choice America as well as the
author of three books on how organizations can make the most of social media.
She wants to redress the insecurity that
defines most jobs these days by pushing
for guaranteed employment benefits and
portability. In addition to being staunchly
pro-choice, she wants to give women en-
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Allison Fine

Dr. Evelyn Farkas

trepreneurs more access to capital. On the
current national issues of climate change
and health care, she is decidedly on the
centrist side of the spectrum: she favors
investment in alternative fuel technologies and a carbon tax but thinks the Green
New Deal is “way too much.” Similarly,
on health care, she wants to bring back a
“robust public option” as envisioned in the
original Obamacare. “I don’t think taking

private insurance away from people is at all
a possibility,” she says.
Her work in social media has made her
an advocate of greater privacy protections
for personal data as well as for children.
“The through line,” she concludes, is giving people the power to control their own
lives, and that’s exactly what they don’t
have right now.”
Farkas, 51, grew up in Chappaqua and

Allison Fine’s work in social media
has made her an advocate of greater
privacy protections for personal data
as well as for children.

An expert on Russia and Ukraine,
Farkas has had a lot to say about the
Trump administration’s dealings with
those two countries.

December 2019

got her doctorate in international relations
at Tufts’ Fletcher School of Diplomacy. She
was a staffer for both the House Foreign
Affairs and Senate Armed Services committees and a deputy assistant secretary of
defense in the Obama administration. An
expert on Russia and Ukraine, she has had
a lot to say about the Trump administration’s dealings with those two countries—
in particular as a contributor to MSNBC’s
“Morning Joe” program, where she had the
opportunity to announce her congressional
run on national TV.
Also joining the race last month was
Adam Schleifer, 38, of Chappaqua, whose
last job was as an assistant U.S. Attorney
prosecuting the “Varsity Blues” college admissions scandal in California. Still in the
race as well is White Plains Assemblyman
David Buchwald, State Senator David Carlucci and Mondaire Jones, a 32-year-old
graduate of Stanford and Harvard Law, an
openly gay African-American who was the
first to announce his candidacy last summer, well before Lowey announced her retirement.
Still unclear is the status of Assemblyman
Tom Abinanti’s bid for the seat (see the November issue of The Hudson Independent).
With talk in local Democratic circles that
he was dropping out, Abinanti deflected a
direct question about his intentions by saying only that he was running for reelection
to the Assembly.

www.thehudsonindependent.com

Feiner Continues Criticism of USPS Mail Delivery
Following Local Test
by Robert Kimmel

A localized test of the U.S. Postal Service Mail delivery in Greenburgh has not
changed Town Supervisor Paul Feiner’s
opinion about the service.
“I continue to believe that there should
be congressional hearings on postal service
operations,” he maintained. “I continue to
receive complaints on a daily basis from
residents who complain about mail being
sent to the wrong person, and checks, prescriptions and bills not being received.”
His comments followed the test which
took place late in October. The project
was conducted “in response to concerns
and complaints” to his office, Feiner said.
Volunteers sent test mailings from within the town to others with addresses in
Greenburgh. To maintain the integrity of
the test, he explained, the names and addresses were kept confidential. “A retired
Postal Service Manager coordinated the
test to ensure it met established Postal Service test procedures and methodologies,”
Feiner stated.
As he described it, the volunteers were
given pre-addressed envelopes in packs
called “bundles.” Each bundle was given
a code for tracking purposes. The letters
were mailed individually to addresses in

“I continue to receive complaints on a daily basis from residents who complain
about mail being sent to the wrong person, and checks, prescriptions and bills
not being received.”
—Paul Feiner

Town Supervisor Paul Feiner

Irvington, Hastings on Hudson, Ardsley,
Hartsdale and White Plains. There were
eight separate bundle mailings made, according to Feiner. Each mailing consisted
of 10 pieces of letter-size envelopes.
“There were a variety of mailing locations that included post office lobby boxes,
blue collection boxes on streets, and mail
placed in residential mail boxes for pick up
by carriers,“ he explained.
Feiner noted that the Postal Service’s

delivery standard calls for “all First-Class
letter mail originating and destinating in
the test area is two days. The USPS Service
Performance goal for this measurement is
96 percent,” he said.
The results for the 80 pieces sent out had
72 pieces delivered on time for a “Service
Score” of 90 percent on time delivery. One
bundle was eliminated from the test because it had been placed in a blue collection box following a “last collection time
pickup of 8:30 a.m.” While some of the
pieces from that bundle were delivered on
time, the data from that mailing was not
included in the test. Another bundle was
placed in a residential mailbox for carrier
pickup. From that bundle, only two pieces
were delivered on time, and eight failed
the delivery time test. It was noted that
bar code on the envelopes can be traced,
and that it “allows comparison of the ontime pieces versus the failed pieces.” The
envelopes from that bundle mailing were

turned over to the USPS Westchester District for “analysis and determining service
improvement opportunities.”
“Although some people mention that
their full-time postal service carriers are
great, the postal service uses many parttime employees,” Feiner stated. “I have
also received complaints - no deliveries on
some dates. Two days ago, I received a letter sent to my home in Greenburgh that
was supposed to go to a resident of Claremont Avenue in Mount Vernon!”
Prior to the test, Feiner said, “I spoke
with the chief operating officer of the
United States Postal Service. He is determined to address the problems residents
are experiencing. I communicate with the
regional administrator for the U.S. Postal
Service a few times a week, sometimes daily. I don’t think it’s only a local problem.
It’s national.”

At Pell Wealth Partners, we want to know what is truly important to you. Where do you
want to go and how do you want to get there?
We are all at different milestones on our journey. With your finances in balance, you
can feel comfortable knowing you are on the right path to achieving the goals and
legacy you've set for yourself, and your family.
We know that everyone’s path is different. It is our mission to help our clients succeed
according to their different values and priorities.
For some, that includes investing in alignment with larger societal or environmental
concerns. We get that. We believe in a diversification of thought and apply the
structure of both quantitative analysis or fundamental analysis to our portfolios to help
take the emotion out of the investment process. We are here to help guide you on your
distinct path.
We look forward to learning what is important to you. Call us today so we can get
started on your journey…together.
Serving the local communities
of Westchester & Manhattan
800 Westchester Avenue, Suite 300
Rye Brook, NY 10573
914.253.8800
pellwealthpartners.com
The Churchill
300 East 40th Street, Suite 28R
New York, NY 10016

Geri Eisenman Pell, CFP, MBA, CDFA
Private Wealth Advisor
Barron's Top 100 Women
Financial Advisors 2009-2019

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and
CFP (with flame design) in the U.S. Investors could experience increased risk when limiting investment choices to a specific
industry sector that may or may not perform as well as other industry sectors. Investment products are not federally or FDICinsured, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial institution, and involve investment risks including possible
loss of principal and fluctuation in value. Barron’s listings are based on data compiled by many of the nation’s most productive
advisors, which is then submitted to and judged by Barron’s. Key factors and criteria include: assets under management, revenue
produced for the firm, regulatory and compliance record, and years of professional experience. Barron’s is a registered trademark of
Dow Jones, L.P.; all rights reserved. This award is not indicative of this advisor's future performance. The Compass is a trademark
of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Investment advisory services and products are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services,
Inc., a registered investment adviser. Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2019 Ameriprise Financial,
Inc. All rights reserved. 2646369ACMR0619
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Anti-Vaping Campaign Launched in Westchester County
by Robert Kimmel

Widespread concerns about health hazards associated with vaping have led Westchester County to partner with several
community groups to start a Vaping
Prevention and Awareness Campaign. Westchester’s “commitment to public health” was
cited by Executive George
Latimer in announcing the campaign, which
brings the County’s Department of Health into a
public pursuit against vaping.
“For more than 40 years, the
American Cancer Society has hosted
the Great American Smokeout on the third
Thursday in November,” Latimer said. “Today, we are facing a new challenge with
vaping becoming more prevalent with our
youth. This Public Awareness Campaign
is designed to help educate parents on the

dangers and health risks associated with
vaping, so they can hopefully stop the problem before it starts.”
More than 1,600 reported cases of lung
injury nationwide have been linked to the
use of e-cigarettes or vaping products,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The majority of those cases
have come from products
purchased on the streets.
The U.S. Government had
indicated it would begin a
crackdown on vaping; however, that project has not yet
gotten started following President Trump’s recent hesitation
initiating it.
“Quitting vaping can be just as difficult as
quitting smoking because nicotine in vapes
and tobacco is highly addictive,” County
Health Commissioner Sherlita Amler,
M.D. noted.
The county’s campaign includes several

Edward Jones ranks highest in investor satisfaction with
full service brokerage firms, according to the J.D. Power
2019 U.S. Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM

Why? Because we’re built for listening.

So what’s important to you?
Contact me at 914-591-7800 to get started.
Edward Jones - It’s Time for Investing to Feel Individual.
Study based on responses from more than 4,629 investors who primarily invest with one of the 18 firms
included in the study. The majority of the study was fielded in December 2018. Your experiences may vary.
Rating may not be indicative of future performance and may not be representative of any one client’s
experience because it reflects an average of experiences of responding clients. Visit jdpower.com/awards.

Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

19 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
914-591-7800

edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

public service announcements. Dr. Amler
urged people to watch the videos to “get the
facts, and if you smoke or vape, make a plan
to quit.”
There is help for users. The county cited
four organizations offering assistance and
contact phone numbers for such help. They
are:
• NY Smoke Free: 1-866-697-8487
 enters for Disease Control:
•C
1-800-QUIT-NOW
•A
 merican Cancer Society support
groups: 1-800-277-2345,
•A
 merican Lung Association:
1-800-LUNGUSA
The public service announcements (PSAs)
are described by the county as follows:
The first Westchester County PSA focuses
on “The Health Risks of Vaping in Children.” It features Amy Brown, M.D./MBe
(Master of Bioethics), and Sheetal Shah,
M.D. Dr. Brown is an attending Pediatric
Pulmonologist at Maria Fareri Children’s

Hospital at Westchester Medical Center and
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at New York
Medical College. Dr. Shah is a neonatologist
and researcher and a Professor of Pediatrics
in the Division of Neonatology at New York
Medical College. Watch it at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=1gWVTuC3Rnw.
The second PSA focuses on “How to
Recognize Vape Devices.” It features Carolyn D’Agostino, a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, Credentialed Alcoholism and Substance Abuser Counselor and Credentialed
Prevention Professional who is a Student
Assistance Counselor for Student Assistance
Services, a not-for-profit agency whose focus is substance abuse prevention. It can
be seen at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=djL51jMdmFc.
The final PSA focuses on “How to Talk
to Kids about Vaping.” It features advice
from Amler, and Daniel A. Cohen, M.D.,
a pediatrician at WestMed in Purchase. It
is available at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=eRBA5U7FJsQ.

Tarrytown Discloses Cost of Parking Space
The price tag for Tarrytown’s purchase of
more than half of the parking lot space adjacent to Citibank’s still vacant building at
1 North Broadway was $475,000, village
officials have disclosed. The recent acquisition has allowed the village to continue
to maintain 21 parking places for metered
public use. Tarrytown had been using the
space since 1999, having leased the area
from Citibank and its predecessors. Citibank vacated its building in 2016, and
at that time, the village had been paying
Citibank $10 monthly for each metered
space. However, following the bank’s departure, the lot was closed.
The village went to court to acquire the

lot through eminent domain, and in 2017
the Appellate Division of New York’s Supreme Court ruled in Tarrytown’s favor
over Citibank’s opposition. The village and
Citibank resumed discussions regarding
the purchase following that decision, and
Tarrytown’s notice it would follow through
on the legal action. Last December free
parking was permitted temporarily during
the holiday period, and the lot was heavily
used. Merchant groups and village officials
have been persistent in promoting the need
for downtown parking.
Citibank reportedly has been negotiating
with potential purchasers of the building,
but there has been no word of its sale.

RENT MY RIGHT BRAIN.
GET THE LEFT ONE FREE.

FOR A LIMITED-TIME, when you rent out the right half of my brain
(with all the great creative conceptual thinking in it) you'll also get the
use of the left side, where my organizational and production skills live.
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County’s Proposed 2020 Budget Offers Property Tax Decrease
by Robert Kimmel

For the first time in almost a decade,
Westchester’s 2020 operating budget is expected to include a decrease in the county’s
property tax total. The budget proposed by
County Executive George Latimer and now
under review by the Westchester Board of
Legislators, slices $1 million off the property tax revenue compared to the 2019 total.
The 2020 sum is $569 million.
While the entire $2.1 billion budget is
$200 million higher than the operating
budget for the present year, additional revenue is being raised as a result of the Westchester County Taxpayers Protection Act
which opened the way last August for implementing a sales tax hike of one percent
to 8.375 %. It also permitted a property tax
freeze for two years.
When disclosing his budget proposal before a group of county and local officials in
November, Latimer said, “We made a commitment to freeze county property taxes,
and now we can go a bit further and cut
the county’s property tax levy by $1 million.
This budget is about the people who live in
Westchester County and about giving them
some property tax relief, and at the same
time working to make their county the best
it can be by providing services and programs taxpayers rely on while placing the
county back onto solid financial ground.”
The Westchester County Taxpayers Pro-

tection Act also returns 20% back to municipalities and 10% to school districts.
Those share-backs are also responsible
for curtailing any increase in the Town of
Greenburgh’s property tax rate, according
to Town Supervisor Paul Feiner. A total of
approximately $3.2 million in those revenues is now expected to be received by the
town in 2019 and 2020.
“The reason why the town was able to
have a 0% tax increase is because of the
decision of Westchester County Executive
George Latimer to share revenues from the
sales tax with local governments,” Feiner
said. “This shared revenue will make it easier for all local governments to comply with
the tax cap and work to end Westchester’s
distinction of having the highest property
taxes in the United States.”
The county’s portion of a property tax bill
accounts for between 15 and 20 percent of
the full tax bill, with local and school taxes
accounting for the remainder. Latimer has
pointed out that local assessment rolls of
each community “may fluctuate” because of
different procedures, and so property taxes,
“…for some might be level, and for others
might be a slight increase.”
The overall county operating budget of
$2.1 billion also requires no borrowing for
operating expenses. In addition, it will direct
$10 million toward the county’s reserves, an
increase of 23% over last year’s funding for
replenishing what had almost been depleted
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prior to Latimer’s administration.
Funding totaling $1.5 million is also slated for “new Housing and Community Development initiatives, focusing on not only
building affordable housing, but also education initiatives to enable more Westchester
families to move toward homeownership,”
Latimer’s office noted.
Other dollars are directed toward economic development, environmental initiatives and “to meet the new state mandates
for criminal justice reform and election
reform.” Information from the County Executive’s office also stated, “After the rash of
hate crimes in the county, Latimer is also
refocusing on the County’s Human Rights
Commission and adding the position of a
Hate Crime Specialist to the department.
Additionally, dollars have been set aside for

Anti-Bias Educational Programs for Schools
and College Campuses.”
While relating that Playland had a “banner year…with the highest attendance for
the past four years,” the County Executive
“is continuing to invest in the Park this time
by increasing Playland’s marketing budget
by $250,000, bringing the total amount
now to $1.2 million in 2020,” his office release stated.
Latimer’s budget also calls for changes in
the methods by which the county administers its daycare program, “by reducing the
parent contribution for childcare from 27%
to 25%, eliminating hourly billing and
granting a 3% provider increase.”
The Westchester County Board of Legislators is required by the Charter to approve
the new budget by December 27.

Being Thankful
Children from the
Reformed Church of Tarrytown’s Sunday school
class sang to welcome
Thanksgiving Day.
—Photo by Sunny McLean
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Tarrytown Nursery School
Tarrytown, New York
60 years of caring for and educating young children

Learn
by Play
MUSIC

Happy Holidays to you and yours
from all of us at
Allan Block Insurance
Allan Block Insurance
Tarrytown, NY
(914) 631-4353
sales@ambins.com

Science

Cooking

SPANISH

REGISTRATION FOR
2020-2021
2 year old, 3 year old & Pre-K Programs
Part & Full-Day program until 3pm
SPOTS FILL QUICKLY

www.allanblockinsurance.com
Audrey J. Woods - Executive Director
15 W. Elizabeth Street, Tarrytown, NY 10591
www.tarrytownnurseryschool.org (914) 631-8227
Full licensed by New York State OCFS
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Watercooler
by Maria Ann Roglieri

Local Businesswomen
Honored by 914INC
914INC Women in Business awards celebrated 20 2019 honorees at a luncheon
in November at the DoubleTree in Tarrytown. Congratulations to three honorees who do a lot of business in our towns:
Geri Eisenman Pell, Private Wealth Advisor & CEO, Pell Wealth Partners; Astara
N. Crews Director of Regulatory Affairs/
Compliance & Privacy Officer, ENT and
Allergy Associates, LLP in Tarrytown; and
Sarah Jones-Maturo, President, RM Friedland LLC.

Phelps Welcomes New Director
Phelps Hospital welcomed Dr. Yafell
Serulle, a board-certified interventional
neuroradiologist, as the Director of Neuroendovascular Surgery. Neuroendovascular
surgery, a subspecialty of neurosurgery, is
a minimally-invasive surgery performed on
a patient’s blood vessels to prevent conditions such as headaches, seizures, or stroke.
Dr. Serulle holds a Ph.D. in neuroscience
from New York University School of Medicine (NYU) and an M.D. from Universidad Nacional Pedro Henriquez Urena in
his native Dominican Republic. He completed several years of postgraduate train-
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ing in neuroradiology, diagnostic radiology, and internal medicine at the University
of Maryland Medical Center in Baltimore
and at NYU. Before joining Phelps/Northwell, Dr. Serulle was the Stroke Medical
Director at Aventura Hospital and Medical Center in Aventura, Florida. Prior to
that, he was a neurointerventional surgeon
at two regional medical centers in Florida—Westside Regional Medical Center in
Plantation and Kendall Regional Medical
Center in Miami.
“I am excited to lead the new neuroendovascular service at Phelps and to be able
to bring world class care to the Westchester
community,” said Dr. Serulle. “I am very
proud of the phenomenal team we have assembled here, with a state-of-the-art neuroscience center covering all subspecialties
of neuroscience. This speaks of the high
level of commitment that Phelps Hospital
and Northwell Health have to deliver the
best possible care to our patients in Westchester.”
Dr. Serulle lives in Dobbs Ferry with his
wife and three children.

the 2020 Michelin Guide’s NYC edition.
Also listed was Cookery chef/owner David
DiBari’s Eugene’s Diner and Bar in Port
Chester; RaaSa Fine Indian Cuisine and
Shiraz Kitchen, both in Elmsford; Southern Table in Pleasantville; Cafe Alaia in
Scarsdale; and Dubrovnik and Maria Restaurant, both in New Rochelle. The eight
Westchester restaurants are among 133
Bib Gourmand distinctions, which are restaurants Michelin commends for “quality
food at a good value,” typically two courses
and a glass of wine or dessert for $40 or
less.
“As an international reference and trusted
companion for travelers for more than 120
years, Michelin is honored to recognize the
evolution of gastronomy and culinary talent in Westchester County,” said Michelin
Guide International Director Gwendal
Poullennec. “Inspectors were particularly
impressed by the technique and highest
quality of ingredients that they discovered
during multiple visits to the area.”

Rivertown Restaurants Earn
Distinction

Congratulations to Sarah Clayton for becoming a National Merit Scholarship semifinalist and to Devin Batheja, Emma Guarnieri, Tess Kaplan and Ryan Schatzel for
being recognized as Commended Students
by the National Merit Scholarship Program
(NMSC). These five SHHS students are
among 34,000 high-performing students

Blue Hill at Stone Barns in Pocantico
Hills was awarded two Michelin stars,
while The Cookery in Dobbs Ferry was
among eight Westchester County restaurants listed for the first time this year in
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Five SH High Seniors Excel

across the nation. More than 1.5 million
students took the PSAT last October and
were entered into the National Scholarship
Program. The NMSC Program’s mission
is to promote academic excellence and to
recognize students who achieve these goals.

SH Resident Chosen as Member
of Westchester Power 100
Sleepy Hollow resident George Lence,
co-founder and President of Nicholas &
Lence Communications, has been chosen
for another consecutive year as a member
of the City & State Westchester Power
100, a group of the most influential individuals within Westchester’s sectors of
advocacy, academia, media and business.
He was recently celebrated at the Whitby
Castle in Rye at a special reception for the
honorees, which also highlighted the current landscape of Westchester’s politics and
various industries.

Tarrytown Welcomes New Art
Gallery
In November, Tarrytown’s Main Street
became home to a new art gallery, Main
Street Atelier. The gallery’s first exhibit will
feature artwork by resident artists, student
artists, and local artists. For more information about the gallery, go to www.mainstreetatelier.com.
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Hudson Lab School Offers Project-Based Learning in a
Private School Setting
by Katherine Cain

In the fall of 2017, a new private school
called the Hudson Lab School opened its
doors in Hastings-on-Hudson. Founded by
Cate Han and her husband Stacey Seltzer,
the school began with a single, mixed-age
classroom and is currently teaching children
in kindergarten through fifth grade, with a
focus on project-based learning - the core
of the school’s philosophy. Seasonal projects
direct the focus, and children are encouraged to explore and create at their own pace.
Classrooms are small, with two grades
and a 14 to two ratio in each. “As we grow,
we will continue to have multi-age classrooms. That’s very intentional,” Seltzer said.
“It gives students the chance to be leaders
and also followers. Last year’s kindergarteners are this year’s first graders.” Han and
Seltzer plan to grow the school with the current students, so that each year they will add
the next grade level until the school serves
students from kindergarten through 12th
grade.
The program is unlike a public school
education and its philosophy is also unique
among private schools. The ultimate goal is
for its students to “build lives in which they
can thrive, embrace all this messiness and
take control of it and advocate for them-

Children explore the environment and complete projects at Hudson Lab School.

selves and be creative, and basically be in
charge of their own learning,” Seltzer said.
Currently, the Hudson Lab school has
27 kids enrolled in kindergarten through
fifth grade, with just as many applications
for new students to join next year. It has attracted families from adjacent villages, including Irvington, where Han and Seltzer
also live. The school’s unique offering is not
necessarily for every child, but those who
have chosen it are watching their children
thrive.
The curriculum is co-designed by the students, who are encouraged to learn at their
own pace and choose what they would like
to focus on day-to-day. There are no grades,
instead there are formal assessments which
are then used to inform the teaching. The

students have seasonal projects which they
work on from inception to completion, inviting parents in for a showcase to present
what they have learned. These projects often
utilize the natural world around them, such
as the Hudson River which is strikingly visible from the hilltop the school sits upon.
Staff chosen for the school all also believe
deeply in the ethos Han and Seltzer have
created. Kim Mishkin, the middle school
educator teaching fifth and sixth grades,
quickly saw the potential of the school’s
ideals. “Kids need choice to really invest in
their own learning,” Mishkin said. “Learning content is not the key to a successful
future, learning how to learn is. We talk all
the time about making our students into
good humans, about how to help them face

challenges, how to help them persevere and
solve problems. I think this is the way education should be moving.”
The idea for the Hudson Lab School
came to Han and Seltzer shortly after moving to the rivertowns following several years
living abroad in London, where their two
young daughters were enrolled in Montessori schools. They believed deeply in the
Montessori method, which centers on selfdirected activity, hands-on learning and
collaborative play, and felt that wasn’t being
offered in any existing elementary schools.
“Our kids went into traditional programs
at public school, and we realized how little
had changed from our educational experiences as kids,” Seltzer said. “The biggest
change we could identify was an increased
focus on testing, which was leading to a
whole lot of conformity of the kids.”
Both entrepreneurs, they felt equipped
to take on the task, which included 18
months of speaking to educators and school
founders across the country, creating their
philosophy of learning, and navigating the
regulatory process of paperwork involved in
opening a school.
The school is located on the Andrus-onHudson nursing home campus, which is
also home to Little Leaf, a nature preschool
MORE» on page 16

THE
NEW
RIVER
VIEW
EVERY HOME IS A 5-MINUTE WALK FROM THE WATER.
A new riverfront destination is coming to the edge of Sleepy Hollow.
Steps from Metro-North and only 37 minutes from Grand Central.
Featuring urban townhomes, condos, apartments, lush parks and trails.
A future waterfront promenade, boutique hotel, shops, dining and
office lofts. With views from the new Governor Mario M. Cuomo
(Tappan Zee) Bridge to the Manhattan skyline.

EDGE-ON-HUDSON

A New View On The River

edgeonhudson.com

The information provided in this advertisement is not an offering of homes for sale. Edge-on-Hudson is soliciting interest in the overall project and will share your interest with builders constructing and selling homes. No offering
of homes for sale can be made by an individual builder and no deposits can be accepted, or reservations, binding or non-binding, can be made until the builder’s offering plan is approved by the New York State Department of Law.
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Irvington Police Oﬃcer Recognized with Lifesaving Award
Irvington Police Officer Arcangelo F.
Liberatore received the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services’ (DCJS)
2018 Lifesaving Award for his efforts in
saving a child attacked by a rabid coyote
in 2018.
DCJS Executive Deputy Commissioner
Michael C. Green presented Liberatore
with the award during a ceremony at the
Irvington Justice Court last month.
“This award is a reminder of the danger
police officers face in the line of duty,”
Green said. “The split-second decisions
they make can not only place them directly in harm’s way but can also mean the
difference between life and death. It goes
without saying that Officer Liberatore’s
actions on April 29th epitomize the very
meaning of a courageous and selfless act.”

Hudson Lab School
Continued from page 15

for children aged two to five. The sprawling 26 acres is utilized daily by the students
of the Hudson Lab School, in rain, sleet,
sunshine or snow. Students also interact
frequently with the residents of the nursing home - the ‘grands’ as they call them.
There is a shared library where the bottom shelves are stacked with kids’ books
and the top shelves display novels for the

(L-R:) Irvington Police Chief Michael Cerone, Police Officer Arcangelo Liberatore
and DCJS Executive Deputy Commissioner Michael Greene.

grands, and at least once a week they have
dedicated time together, whether it’s reading or show and tell.
Adam Ditsky was immediately drawn to
the Hudson Lab School for his older son as
he and his family planned their move to Irvington from the city. “I reached out to the
school and went in and met Cate and 30
seconds into the tour I thought, ‘not only
do I want my kids to go here, but I want
to attend this school,’” Ditsky said. “Seeing
the work hanging up from a project, and
the way they were thinking about things
resonated with me immediately.”

Brooke Bridges’ twin 11-year-old boys
have attended Hudson Lab School since it
opened, and she is thrilled that the school
caters to each of their very different ways
and speeds of learning. “Hudson Lab
School is about learning, and it’s about
the joy of learning, which I think is really
hard to find,” Bridges said. “The academics
are there, and the topics are there but the
speed and the way they guide themselves to
learn those things is amazing. Kids are curious, and whatever it is that interests them,
they’re supported in going deeper. They’re
driving the experience themselves.”

On April 29, 2018, Liberatore was offduty with his family at a park in Mount
Pleasant when he heard the screams of
a five-year-old girl. He ran to the scene
and saw the young girl being viciously attacked by a coyote. Without hesitation, he
wrestled and pulled the animal off the girl,
restraining it until local police officers arrived and put the animal down.
During the struggle, Liberatore and the
girl both suffered injuries that required immediate medical treatment at a local hospital and follow-up care, when it was later
determined that the coyote was rabid.
“Officer Liberatore invoked the selfless
spirit of humanity by coming to the aid of
another in a time of a crisis,” said Irvington Police Chief Michael Cerone. “His
heroism in taking on a rabid coyote barehanded was an amazing deed and exemplifies the true meaning of being a police
officer, protecting society from all kinds of
predators.”
Liberatore also received a Certificate of
Exceptional Valor from Governor Cuomo,
and earlier this year he was given the Carnegie Medal from the Carnegie Hero Fund,
established in 1904 by Pittsburgh steel
magnate Andrew Carnegie to recognize individuals in the United States and Canada
who risk their lives “to an extraordinary
degree while saving or attempting to save
the lives of others.”

CHAMBER MUSIC FUNDRAISER
for
Hosted by the Newington-Cropsey Foundation

An afternoon of Antonin Dvořák in the midst of paintings by Jasper Cropsey

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1:00 PM
Artistic Director: Peter Seidenberg
Special guest artist: legendary jazz bassist John Patitucci

Jasper F. Cropsey, Looking Down the Ravine at Hastings, 1885 (detail)

riverarts.org/chamber
Tickets must be purchased in advance. No tickets will be available at the door

Newington-Cropsey Foundation, enter at Zinsser parking lot opposite Hastings train station
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Business News

Cuban Cuisine Finds a Familial Home on Tarrytown’s Main Street
by W. B. King

While walking the streets of Cuba in
2015, Bebe Gonzalez was so inspired by the
food and culture of his ancestral homeland
that he had an epiphany.
“I always wanted to open a restaurant
that would keep the Cuban traditions and
recipes alive that were passed down to me
from grandparents, parents and friends in
the Tarrytown Cuban community. I was
so energized by the passionate people I met
on my trip that I knew it was time,” said
Gonzalez. “The Cube Inn is all about family,
friends, laughter, music and good food—a
family-friendly gathering place.”
Prior to opening The Cube Inn, which is
set to debut in December, Gonzalez operated Babalu’Q, an authentic Cuban catering company for 10 years. The lifelong Tarrytown resident grew up in the restaurant
business. His late father, Roberto Gonzalez,
operated a few restaurants in Tarrytown, including Scorpios, which is now Tarry Tavern. His uncle currently operates two successful Cuban eateries in South Florida.
“Both my parents and my uncle grew up
in Cuba, and my oldest brother was born
there,” said Bebe.
Gonzalez’s father also operated the original Huddle, a restaurant and bar that was
located at 22 Main Street. He had pur-

chased the business from former National
Football League player, Red O’Brien. In the
late 1980s, after years of successful operation the Gonzalez’s transformed the restaurant into the Green Machine Laundromat,
which closed its door in July 2018.
“We really have come full circle. I worked
in the kitchen of The Huddle as a kid flipping burgers and helping out,” said Bebe of
the location’s now home to The Cube Inn.
The building, he added, was built in 1901
and first served as a flour business that supplied local bakers.

They Love Each Other

By operating the laundromat, Bebe became a well-known fixture in Tarrytown
and forged many friendships. But on one
day in1993, his life would forever change
for the better when a Marymount student,
Megan Taney, came in to do her laundry.
“He made me laugh right away and I was
just love struck, and I still think he is pretty
funny,” recalled Megan Gonzalez who recently left her position teaching preschool
at Elizabeth Mascia Child Care Center, a
job she had for 12 years.
The couple, who will operate The Cube
Inn as partners (Bebe as head chef and Megan as manager), is approaching their 23rd
wedding anniversary. Their college-aged
daughters, Belle and Abbey, will lend their
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talents to the business when time permits.
“This really is a family affair,” said Megan who added that prior to teaching she
worked as a waitress at various restaurants.
“Our family has always been about the love
of food, music and being together. We all
had so much fun catering Babalu’Q events
together that we wanted to open a restaurant. This is a dream come true for all of us,
especially Bebe.”

A Traditional and Eclectic Menu

The Cube Inn will be open seven days a
week serving lunch and dinner. There will
also be a late night limited menu available
until 2 a.m. Bebe explained that while the
restaurant will feature many traditional
Cuban entrees and meals, there will also be
unique food offerings that will change on
a rotating basis, including suckling pig for
special events.
“The main plates will be traditional Cuban dishes, but the reason we named it ‘The
Cube Inn’ is that it allows me to experiment—eclectic street food indoors,” said
Bebe. “We will have themed food nights as
well.”
The restaurant will offer a full bar featuring festive specialty Cuban cocktails as well
as other spirits, wines and craft beers. After
a longer than expected period of construction and preparation, the couple said they

The Cube Inn owners, Bebe and Megan
Gonzalez.
—Photo by: W. B. King

are eager to join Tarrytown’s restaurant row.
“There are so many awesome restaurants
in Tarrytown and we look forward to bringing a new taste to Main Street. This is our
new baby—our passion. We can’t wait to
share it with the community,” said Megan.
“We are also looking forward to working
alongside the Tarrytown Music Hall because we want to bring that music vibe in
here. In the future, we hope to feature some
live music as well,” added Bebe. “This will
be a place to let your hair down, have a good
time while enjoying our take on Cuban culture and cuisine.”
Visit the Cube Inn at 22 Main Street,
Tarrytown. (914) 315-9218.
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“Revolutionary Westchester 250” to Pursue Its Goals Through 2026
During the initial 18 months of its existence, “Revolutionary Westchester 250”
has made robust steps toward achieving
some important milestones. “We strive to
build awareness and excitement for the
events, places, ideas and people — both the
unsung and the famous — of the Revolutionary War period in Westchester County,’’ the non-profit organization cites as a
leading goal.
The organization owes its presence chiefly to Constance Kehoe, its President and
a director. Since its inception, the not-forprofit corporation has collaborated with
other organizations for a series of lively and
well-attended programs and meetings.
Kehoe, who is an Irvington Trustee and
its Deputy Mayor, initiated this effort inspired largely by the “United States Semiquincentennial Commission Act of 2016,”
passed by Congress and signed by President
Obama. The Commission was formed “…
to plan, encourage, develop and coordinate
the commemoration of the history of the
United States leading up to the 250th anniversary of its founding.” As for giving those
pursuits a local connection, Kehoe said, “I
thought it was a worthy activity and would
bring attention to Westchester County. It
would be a good avenue for increasing the
awareness of our special history and also
help our economic bottom line, encourage tourism, and be useful for many other
reasons.”
There are a number of years ahead for accomplishing those goals. On the national
level, the United States Semiquincentennial will culminate in 2026 with special
observances of the 250th anniversary of the
establishment of the United States in 1776.
Regarding the Westchester activities, “I absolutely see myself continuing through to
that year,” Kehoe stated. “The project fits

Photo by: Fred Charles

Photo by Donna Davis

by Robert Kimmel

L to R: Constance Kehoe, center, joins Hearts-of-Oak reenactors at
Discover Revolutionary Yonkers: A Family Day at Philipse Manor Hall
on November 16. Gil Cryinghawk Tarbox shared comments on the
bravery of Chief Nimham who fought for the Patriots and was killed.

my values and background and passions.
I was fascinated by history as early as in
high school, and then in college, I was an
American History major. I became a social
studies teacher at Ardsley High School, and
then became involved in sales, and other
things, so I started way back and always
have been interested in the intersection of
government and promotion of historical issues and places, as I have been in Irvington
as a Trustee.”
Regarding its ongoing activities, Revolutionary Westchester 250 (RW250) emphasizes its collaboration with local and
regional groups, such as, “heritage and
historic, art and cultural and educational,
as well as libraries, veterans’ organizations,
and municipalities.” Referencing the support she receives, Kehoe related, “That’s
what keeps me going. Everything is done
with partners.”
For many of the organization’s accomplishments, she recognized Erik Weiselberg
Ph.D, as having been “my major partner. I
have much respect for him as a teacher, and
for participating in our efforts.” Weiselberg is “RW250’s Principal Historian and
also a former board member and current
member of Irvington’s Historical Society

and was appointed this year as Irvington’s
Village Historian. Kehoe credits him with
having written the initial historical summary which played a major part in convincing
the Westchester County Historical Society
to offer its support for the project.
“She and I see it as a very worthy goal,”
Dr. Weiselberg said. He is a resident of Irvington, and has been a teacher of American History at Irvington High School for 20
years, guiding students in both Advanced
Placement and Regents history classes. He
has also taught history at the college level.
Called upon by Kehoe for major help in
a research effort on the Irvington Veteran’s
Memorial Plaza, it followed that he and
Kehoe continued to work together on the
start up of RW250. The Plaza now has a
plaque recognizing the local families who
served the Patriot’s cause, thanks to Weiselberg’s extensive research.
“We care about the Revolution’s story
and we want to spread the word about
Westchester’s connection,” he said.
People don’t always link Westchester locations to the Revolution, Dr. Weiselberg
explained; but he said, “The war went on
here for seven-eight years. Everyday people were involved, not just soldiers. Even
though many battles may have been far
away from Westchester, the British held
Manhattan Island for the whole war, and
Washington’s strategy was to get the British
out of New York.”
On behalf of the RW250 project, Dr.
Weiselberg has described local Revolutionary War events to standing-room-only audiences. He noted, “Some are not totally

surprised about certain happenings. When
offering accounts of certain occurrences,
people will say, ‘Oh, that was right in my
backyard,’ or ‘Oh, I know that place.’”
Among the ten slide show presentations
he has done, subjects have included, “Nest
of Rebels: Desolation Warfare and Patriot
Resistance in Westchester County, 1777,”
and “The Battle of Edgar’s Lane and the
Revolutionary War in Hastings.” In an appearance before the Dobbs Ferry Historical
Society he spoke about “The Decision that
Won the War, and Revolutionary Westchester 250.”
Revolutionary Westchester 250 events
have taken place at a range of locations, including Philipse Manor Hall State historic
site, Yonkers; St. Paul’s National historic
site, Mt. Vernon; Jay Heritage Center, Rye,
as well as at public libraries, parks, and Historical Societies.
“It has always gotten a lot of positive
feedback,” Kehoe said. She hinted at a possible event in the coming year at Patriots
Park, which borders Tarrytown and Sleepy
Hollow, along with the adjacent Warner
Library.
For any group which “might nominate a
liaison to our RW250 Roundtable Group,
or learn how to plan a program or meeting
with us,” Kehoe said she could be reached
by email at 1776RW250@gmail.com.
More information about the aims of the
organization can be found on its website
at https://rw250.org/. RW250 encourages joining the mailing list to receive its
monthly newsletter featuring news and upcoming events.

ArchForKids provides hands-on, minds-on learning experiences
in architecture, engineering and design. Bring ArchForKids to
your school to enrich curriculum, lead an afterschool program
or do a 1-day Design Challenge.
Sample topics: Green Skyscrapers, Space Colony, Bridges-from
Here to There, All Around My Community, Castles-Homes &
Fortresses, Houseboats-on-Hudson, Animal Architecture.
We also do birthday parties, but we call them Building Parties!

archforkids.com ︱info@archforkids.com ︱ 914.200.3646
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Viewfinder

1

1. Neighborhood House Intergenerational monthly art project on display.
2. Veterans Day services were held at
Patriots Park.
3. Top three finishers in the Sleepy Hollow Halloween 10K race were Corey
Calajoe, Michael Oliva and Nobuyori
Takeda.
4. Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts from
Troop 22 helped place flags at the
gravesites of 400 Tarrytown and
Sleepy Hollow veterans in Sleepy
Hollow Cemetery.
— Photos by: Sunny McLean

2

3

4
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Holiday Shopping in the Rivertowns
2019 Gift Guide

by Barbara Moroch

There’s no place like home for the holidays…to celebrate with family and friends,
to delight in the festive displays throughout
the communities, and to shop for unique
gifts from local merchants! Now’s the time
to take a break from the big-box stores and
Internet searches and look no further than
your own backyard — where you’ll find
unusual, often one-of-a-kind gifts that are
sure to hit home with everyone on your list.
Some ideas:
1> Muzen Button Speaker from The
Swan’s House. Revolutionizing portable
blue tooth speakers, this palm-sized button
produces transcendent sound quality. Its
retro design was inspired by the MercedesBenz car museum, bringing back the individuality of the 1960’s. The button is made
from a strong and durable zinc-aluminum
alloy and is currently available in four colors. Price: $75. Newly opened
in the heart of Tarrytown, The
Swan’s House features a unique
and dazzling collection of rare
finds for the home. The Swan’s
House, 37 N Broadway, Tarrytown. www.instagram.com/
theswanshouse

vals and activities, and discounts on Kykuit
tours, premium seasonal events, and all
HHV shops. Different membership levels
ranging from $50 for seniors to $220 for
families of two adults and five children.
Historic Hudson Valley, 639 Bedford Road,
Pocantico Hills. 914-366-6900. hudsonvalley.org/join-and-benefits/#gift
5> Laser Pegs from A Nu Toy Store. Laser Pegs are unique building and construction toys offering children and young adults
a fun alternative to the traditional construction toy by illuminating their surroundings

7

2

4
8

3

2> Go for the Gold at Glitters Jewelry. There’s nothing
like gold — a precious metal
that is associated with wealth,
glamor, and prosperity. Visit Glitters
and be dazzled by the vast assortment
of fashionable gold charms, bracelets,
necklaces, rings and earrings that are sure to
make an ideal gift for that special person in
your life. The store has earned a fine
reputation in Irvington by providing a
large in-store inventory of fine jewelry
and exceptional customer service. Glitters
Jewelry, 59 Main Street, Irvington. 914591- 5900. www.glittersjewelry1.com

5

3> Donna Wilson Hand-Knit
Stuffed Animal “Peeping Tom” from
Pretty Funny Vintage. “Peeping Tom”
is inquisitive, likes telling jokes, and dislikes smelly feet! Each of Donna Wilson’s
critters are hand knit and embroidered
in the U.K., using the softest 100% pure
lamb’s wool. $140. 18” high x 12” wide x
5 1/2” deep. Pretty Funny Vintage carries
handpicked gifts from all over the world –
with a focus on cozy, feel-good things. They
invite everybody to come in, enjoy refreshments and shop in a relaxing atmosphere.
Pretty Funny Vintage, 80 South Broadway,
Tarrytown. 914-631-3368. www.prettyfunnyvintage.com

with patented
light
bricks and vibrant color combinations.
Laser Pegs are unique STEM toys that
enhance creative abstract thinking, problem
solving and math skills. Prices vary. Store
owner Angel Rafter takes pride in offering
the most unique, affordable and fun toys in
the area. You’ll not only find the latest from
name-brand manufacturers, but a large
selection of vintage and col6
lectible toys as well. A Nu
Toy Store, 16 Main Street,
Tarrytown. 914- 372-7144.
www.anutoystore.com

4> A Historic Hudson Valley Gift
Membership. A gift that’s always in season!
Brighten someone’s year with FREE admission to such popular events as the Great
Jack-O-Lantern Blaze (pictured), tours of
national historic landmarks, weekend festi-

6> Vintage comic books
from NYHC. What do you
get when you combine comic
books, horror and pop culture?
NYHC, a fun and funky shop
that features an amazing collec-
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tion of today’s best comics, a large back
issue section and tons of key issues, number ones, toys, statues and one-of-a-kind
artwork. Pictured: The CGC The Amazing
Spider-Man #797 for $349.99. NYHC,
117 Main St., Dobbs Ferry. 914-707-1969.
7> Hudson Valley-Inspired Gifts from
Philipsburg Manor Gift Shop. Ideal gifts
for local history buffs include a large selection of Hudson Valley-themed books and
merchandise that offer a deeper perspective
and appreciation of the area we
call home. You’ll also find cookbooks, home accents, unique
handcrafted jewelry, artwork,
and a selection of old-fashioned
toys and games that harken back
to the way kids played in Colonial times. Philipsburg Manor
Gift Shop, 381 North Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 914-6313992. www.hudsonvalley.org/
historic-sites/philipsburgmanor

10

8> Lofty Recycled Cashmere Glovelettes
from Eileen Fisher. Plush and luxurious
to the touch, these comfy knit glovelettes
are made from recycled Italian cashmere
and guaranteed to keep her warm during the cold winter months. $88. At Eileen Fisher this season, holiday apparel
is easy and effortless…simple pieces in
materials that will last long after the celebrations end. Visit and shop for clothing,
shoes and accessories for every occasion.
Eileen Fisher, 1 Bridge Street, Irvington.
914-268-0118. www.eileenfisherrenew.com
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9> Ekko Workshop Mobiles from ONA,
a Free Trade Store. A great accent piece for
any home, these modern showpieces are
beautiful, durable and well designed. Mobiles range in color and size, priced from
$50 to $80. Purchasing products from
ONA empowers artisans in struggling communities and keeps traditional crafts alive.
Fair Trade means that the people who created these products have been fairly compensated and treated decently. The store
also features jewelry, recycled glass, ceramics, wood products, scarves and more by
many local and regional artisans. ONA is
a 2019 “Best of Westchester” award winner
by Westchester magazine for the category
“Best Fair-Trade Finds.” ONA, 53 Main
Street, Tarrytown. 914-514-8981. www.
fairtradeintarrytownny.com
10> Winter Floral Arrangement from
Seasons-on-the-Hudson. A captivating collection of winter blossoms in a subtle palette of white and cream. A fragrant pairing
of garden roses and oriental lilies is artfully
arranged with hydrangea, lilacs, tulips and
kale. Cascading white Phalaenopsis orchids resting gently on the
fragrant evergreen and seeded
11
eucalyptus will compliment
any holiday setting. (Approximately 16” H x 26”
W). $250. Seasons-on-theHudson, 45 Main Street,
Irvington. 914-591-7377.
www.seasonsflowersnyc
.com
11> Hillrock Solera Aged
Bourbon Whiskey from Rochambeau Wines & Liquors.
A whiskey sweet with tastes of caramel and
vanilla, slightly floral and fruity, yet slightly
spicy from the rye. $99.99. The Hillrock
brand is a treasure of the Hudson Valley,
and is proud to be one of
the few “field-to-glass”
whiskey producers in the
world. Family owned
and operated, Rochambeau is a Dobbs Ferry
staple and offers a complete selection of handpicked fine wines and spirits.
Rochambeau, 389 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry.
12> Handmade Cuff Bracelets from
Angelica Cammarota. For the special lady
in your life, these expertly crafted bangles

The Swan’s House Opens in Tarrytown
by Barbara Moroch

“Home is where your story begins,” author Annie Danielson once said, and that’s
something Arthur Gandy and Sara Swan
have taken to heart. She made a career out
of studying fine art and fashion design. He
made a career in carpentry. Together, they
took their common love of style and directed it toward decor, with strong ideas of how
all homes should be – well appointed.
Initially, the two shared a passion for collecting unique art, sculptures and other hidden gems by regularly scouring flea markets
and antique stores. “If we found things that
were in need of repair, I would restore them
to their former glory,” said Arthur. Now the
couple has added yet another dimension to
their home design interests with the opening this past October of The Swan’s House,
a 750-square-foot boutique in Tarrytown
featuring all kinds of wondrous things for
good living — vintage or unusual objets
d’art, coffee table books, fine chocolates, handmade pillows and throws,
quirky gadgets — all designed to spark
the imagination and encourage
home innovation.
“I’ve always found most vintage furniture to be thoughtfully
designed and well made, which
is not always the case with current manufacturers in the market,” noted Swan. “A lot of the
current trends feel unoriginal
and disposable. That’s why, for
me, it’s important to find a good
balance between vintage and new.
“We wanted to offer something that was
out of the box, taking multiple design eras
and blending them to make them feel fresh
feature stunning gems of Spessartite (Mandarin Garnet),
Rubelit
Tourmaline
or Sapphire set in 22
karat gold. Angelica
Cammarota’s jewelry
designs are rooted in
the classical traditions
12
of ancient Egypt and
Rome, blending modern techniques and
contemporary design with timeless motifs.
Angelica Cammarota, 41 Main Street, Irvington. www.angelicacammarota.com
917-699-5185

and new. It might just take a few accent
pieces or a great lamp to transform a space
and make it your own,” she explained.
Every item in the store is a veritable conversation piece, whether it’s a pair of new
fluffy slippers from Australia or vintage
1980’s David Marshall mirrors. Said Gandy, “We feature beautiful new items from
Australia, Norway and Brooklyn as well as
vintage Danish, Italian and American furniture, giving our customers the opportunity to mix and match a variety of pieces to
make them their own.”

Something new in store every day

Everything in the store has been carefully
sourced, and you’ll find pieces that combine
vintage craftsmanship with a modern twist
to create an entirely new retail experience
not found anywhere else. Items are surprisingly affordable and new pieces arrive daily,
virtually guaranteeing a new shopping experience each time you visit.
Gandy reflected that, “Our homes are a
great place for original design in our lives.
They’re a wonderful opportunity for selfexpression, places where we are most comfortable, so it’s important to make them our
own.”
The couple is relatively new to Tarrytown,
having moved here from Brooklyn almost
three years ago. They promptly fell in love
with the community — and wanted to be
part of it. “I grew up in Dublin, Ireland,
and Tarrytown really reminds me of the
small fishing village where I came from, so
it immediately felt like home,” said Swan.
“I recently read a beautiful quote, ‘Every
single dollar spent at a locally owned business sends a ripple of economic benefits
through your community.’ There are a lot

13> Holston Jewelers offers a large selection of sterling silver, pearls, 14 karat and 18
karat necklaces, earrings, rings in diamonds
and semi precious stones and collection of
vintage jewelry. Featuring Beth Farber’s collection with pieces made exclusively for Holston
Jewelers! New watches by Sultana. They also
offer full service jewelry repairs and special order jewelry. Pictured right: holiday natural
green tear drop Tourmaline (wt.10.20 carats)
surrounded by fine white diamonds set-in 18
karat yellow gold with 18 karat yellow gold
chain. Holston Jewelers. 28 Main Street,
Tarrytown, (914) 631-4850.

Arthur Gandy and Sara Swan of The Swan’s
House.

of young couples moving to the rivertowns
and it’s our hope that we can offer them a
unique shopping experience and be a part
of the growth and prosperity of the area.”
And so in Swan and Gandy’s new home,
with their new business, their story begins
again.
The Swan’s House, 37 North Broadway,
Tarrytown, NY 10591. 914-333-4000.
Open Tuesday through Sunday from 10am7pm; Sunday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Follow
them on Facebook and on Instagram.

If You Go
The Swan’s House

37 North Broadway, Tarrytown
Tel: 914-333-4000.
Tuesday - Sunday from 10am-7pm;
Sunday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Facebook and on Instagram
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Give the Gift
of Music

Private Lessons
on Guitar, Bass, Piano, Drums,
Ukulele & Home Studio Recording

All Ages Welcome!
Beginners to Advanced.
25 Years Teaching in the Rivertowns.
Gift Certificates Available.
Clifford Mays / 914 320 6855
hewhorocks@aol.com
www.MaysCorn.com
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Inquiring Photographer

by Alexa Brandenberg

“What is the Best Gift You Ever Received?”

Abby Ward

Dimitri Achkar

Larry Blizard

Paul Spera

Ruth Goldsmith

Sleepy Hollow

Sleepy Hollow

Dobbs Ferry

Works in Sleepy Hollow

Irvington

“The best gift I ever received
was the opportunity to go to
college.”

“The Holy Spirit. It changed my
life.”

“The cowboy suit that I
received when I was six in
Chicago. I would still like to be
a cowboy.”

“A puppy when I was 11. He
was my first best friend.”

“My husband. I met him at 13
and he died four weeks ago.
His name was Ralph Goldsmith
and you should google him.”

IMAGINATION

The rivertowns are filled with it. In stores, on streets, along the Hudson River... Each of our villages has its own
special offerings that you just can’t find at the mall. Creativity brings us together and sets us apart. Thank you,
each and every one of you, for being part of our community and sharing your talents, your wares, your music,
your art, and your hearts each day. We are lucky to have each other.

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 3 Sessions $149
www.PushTrainingStudio.com | 914-274-8388
50 South Buckhout St. | Suite 304 | Irvington | NY 10533
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Sports

Local High School Basketball Teams Gear Up for New Season
by Tom Pedulla

The Hudson Independent examines the
prospects of local schools for the varsity girls’
and boys’ basketball season.

Dobbs Ferry

GIRLS

Last year’s record: 17-6
Top returnees: Samantha Arone, Kayla
Halverson, Julia Schwabe, Kristin Trezza.
Top newcomers: Taylor Broccoli, Talia
Reith.
Key to success: Schwabe, who committed to Michigan to play lacrosse, needs to
be a force inside. Strong team defense is a
must.
Coach’s Quote: “We should be able to
contend again if we play together and ex– Stephanie Mills
ecute.”

Hackley
Last year’s record: 19-5
Top returnees: Jenny Canoni, Sofia
Graziano, Annabel Ives, Shira Meer, Isabella Monteleone, Sophia Petriello, Dylan
Wade.
Top newcomers: Ashley Currie, Ashley
Morgner, Phoebe Naughton, Lotte Steinert, Julia Thomson.
Key to success: With Graziano as the
lone returning starter, Hackley must work
to develop a cohesive starting five. Petriello,
a starter late last season as an eighth grader,
can provide an offensive spark.
Coach’s Quote: “I’m always optimistic. If
we can finish in the top two or three (in the
Ivy League), that would be great.”
– Margaret Scarcella
Irvington
Last year’s record: 29-1 (defending New
York State champions)
Top returnees: Aine Cleary, Abigail
Conklin, Kate Hanna, Katie LeBuhn, Nikki May, Grace Thybulle.
Top newcomers: Claire Friedlander,
Amanda Raimondo.

Key to success: Striking a balance between inside and outside scoring while
playing sound on the defensive end.
Coach’s Quote: “We are building a new
team. We would like to win our tournament in December. We would like to do
well in our league. We want to be a better,
more cohesive team by the end of the season.”
– Gina Maher

Masters
Last year’s record: 17-6
Top returnees: Dakota Daniello, Allie Koziarz, Noemia Massingue,
Gwenn Sabato, Brooke Tatarian.
Top newcomers: Anna
Castillo.
Key to success: With
a critical lack of depth,
it is vital that Masters
stay out of foul trouble
and remain healthy.
Coach’s Quote: “We
do have high goals, but
we’re going to have to figure
out how to get this done so shorthanded. So, it’s best we focus on taking it
one day at a time.”
– Nick Volchok

Sleepy Hollow
Last year’s record: 4-16
Top returnees: Emma Briante, Emma
Clarke, Adriana Davis-Sumpter, Isabella
Meyer, Jennifer Stewart.
Top newcomers: Elle Bertolacci, Alexa
Charles, Maddy Fortugno.
Key to success: Players must embrace the
fresh start marked by the arrival of first-year
coach Tony Pignataro and develop a positive mindset to create a culture of winning.
Coach’s Quote: “They are willing to do
the work. Our practices are harder than
games. They’re going to be fine.”
– Tony Pignataro

Dobbs Ferry

B O Y S

Last year’s record: 21-5
Top returnees: Luke Distefano, Peter
Geratz, Lester McCarthy, Ryan McHugh,
Thomas Ritch, Chase Rowland.
Top newcomers: James McGovern, Sebastien Orlowski, Ryan Ritch.
Key to success: The Eagles’ ability to
compensate for heavy graduation losses
will go a long way toward determining how
well they defend their first sectional title in
52 years.
Coach’s Quote: “We have the pieces. The
thing that needs to happen is for us
to figure out how to put those
pieces together and find
out what the puzzle looks
like. It could be something very interesting.”
– Scott Patrillo
Hackley
Last year’s record: 3-16
Top returnees: Andrew
Abrons, Austin Benedetto,
James Sexton-Holtmeier, Enzi
Teacher, Matt Wiele.
Top newcomers: Ben Kirsch, Charlie
Lee.
Key to success: Second-year coach Zach
Kuba will look to his seniors to step up and
reverse the fortunes of a struggling program.
Coach’s Quote: “We want to be in the top
half of the Ivy League and make the playoffs. We think it’s possible.” –Zach Kuba

Irvington
Last year’s record: 14-8
Top returnees: Michael Brennen, Ronan
Cypher, Josh Hunt, James Rhodes, Brant
Steinberg, Wyatt Triestman.
Top newcomers: Andrew Brereton,
Kyvon Green, Edward Hanlon, Liam Pakola.
Key to success: First-year coach Keith
Gelardi has plenty of depth and will not

hesitate to go to the bench. Opponents will
likely struggle to match the quality of the
Bulldogs’ reserves.
Coach’s Quote: “We have enough pieces
to accomplish pretty much anything. We
should compete for the league title. We can
compete for a Gold Ball. Pretty much everything is on the table.” – Keith Gelardi

Masters
Last year’s record: 8-13
Top returnees: Dillon Graham, Tim
Mathas, Allen Ming, Mike VanDemark.
Top newcomers: Chris Gatty, Stephon
Marbury II.
Key to success: Masters must overcome
lack of size and experience with hustle and
the ability to push the ball whenever possible under first-year coach Keydren Clark.
Coach’s Quote: “My goal is to have a
winning season, but it’s going to be a process. I see this as a transition year.”
– Keydren Clark

Sleepy Hollow
Last year’s record: 6-15
Top returnees: Kishaun Cole, Ben Good,
Josh Kearse, Zach Rudder, Pat Smith.
Top newcomers: Julian Asante, Todd
Smith, Kevin Sullivan.
Key to success: Sleepy Hollow will look
to use its speed to compensate for lack of
size, forcing opponents to switch to smaller
lineups.
Coach’s Quote: “It’s a big difference from
in the past. From Day One, these guys
know the expectations and what we’re trying to do as a program and we can get right
into it.”
– Chris Starace

SH Boys hoops captains

Constantine Plays a Key Role in Success of Irvington Girls’
Hoops Team
by Tom Pedulla

Barbara Constantine has been Coach
Gina Maher’s assistant for 17 years.

It is no coincidence that Irvington’s Abigail Conklin and Nikki May describe assistant girls’ basketball coach Barbara Constantine the same way, calling her a “second
mom.” The term fits.
Constantine, 46, has played an integral
role in the perennial success of the program
as she begins her 17th season as Gina Maher’s assistant, helping players off the court
as much as she does on it.
“She’s always here for us,” Conklin said.
“We can talk to her about anything.”
“She’s not only our coach. She helps us
with all of the other things that go on be-

onships under Maher, in 1989-1990. She
graduated in 1991 and went on to Trinity
College in Hartford, Connecticut, playing
with such distinction that she was recently
selected as part of the college’s first Hall of
Fame class.
Constantine maintains a demanding
schedule but still finds a way to be there as
a confidante to Maher and to members of
the team.
“She is an amazing person,” said junior
center Grace Thybulle. “We would not be
as successful without her and the kind of
person she is and what she contributes to

cause we spend so much time together,”
May said.
Teenage years are not easy; Constantine
makes them less confusing.
She knows what it is to play for the caring
but hard-driving Maher. She made a major
contribution as a shooting guard when Irvington won the first of six state champi-
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our team culture.”
Constantine somehow balances her work
as a physical therapist, family life and the
needs of a team that amounts to her second
family.
“It is quite a juggling act,” she said. She
and her husband, Mark, have three children. Abigail is 14, Jacob, 13, and Lucas, 9.
Constantine cited family considerations
as one reason she has been content being an
assistant for so long without wanting to direct her own program.
“I would like to be Gina’s assistant forever,
as long as I can be. There is no one more
dedicated than her. From A to Z, she does
MORE» on page 24
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Panel on Gender Identity, Bullying Held at Main Street School
by Lisa Genn

An audience of about 60 people, diverse
in age, race and sexual orientation, sat entranced in Irvington’s Main Street School
auditorium on November 12 as the panelists told their stories, some for the first time.
There was Gina, the grandmother of a transgender girl who at the age of three told her
family she wouldn’t grow up to be a big boy
but rather “a big lady.” After she was able to
express her true gender identity at school,

Irvington Girls’ Hoops
Continued from page 23

it all,” she said. “I don’t feel I have time at
this point in my life to run a program to the
expectations I would have, which would be
something similar to what Gina does.”
Maher, in her 44th season, and Constantine could not complement each other any
better than they do.
“I don’t know what I would do without
her. I really, really don’t,” Maher said. “She
has a great basketball IQ. She loves the
game. She loves the girls. She is a great role
model. She takes pride in everything she’s
accomplished and people see what hard
work will do. She is the epitome of what
you would want your daughter to be.”
Maher and Constantine balance each
other.

Hastings

she developed a circle of close friends, but
there is still a side of her family that struggles
to accept her for who she is.
There was Tony who transitioned at the
age of 63, even though he knew that his
body did not match who he had felt himself to be since he was a child. He described
coming of age when there was no information available about transgender people and
scouring psychology books in the Columbia
University stacks for any explanation of his
experience, to no avail. There was Kael, a

“It is a bit of a good cop, bad cop tandem
that we’ve got going,” Constantine said.
“And, believe me, she is the bad cop.”
When weary players believe a certain
sprint is one too many after practice, they
will appeal to Constantine. She appeals to
Maher, who typically relents.
Maher constantly looks to her top assistant as a sounding board during the ebb
and flow of a game, frequently asking her
whether a change of defenses is in order or
what the next substitution should be.
When Maher wants to implement something during a practice, she often has Constantine join the scrimmage so players can
see exactly what she wants. They quickly
find that the assistant coach who is easily
old enough to be their mother has still got
game.

young transgender man who was outed by a
coworker to his family--one that was unable
to understand or accept him—but found
support in the community of others who
shared his experience. And there was Dakota, another young transgender man who
dreaded the end of winter season when he
would have to trade his pants in for a skirt
at his Catholic school, a way of presenting
himself that caused him visceral discomfort.
He too spoke powerfully of the way a supportive staff member at the public school he
later attended changed the course of his life.
Mary Jane (MJ) Karger, co-chair of the
Hudson Valley chapter of GLSEN (Gay
Lesbian Straight Education Network)—a
national organization whose mission is to
make K-12 schools safe for all, regardless of
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression—spoke of the pervasive bullying not
only transgender but many other LGBTQ
children face in schools. Their difficulties
with peers are compounded by the fact they
are often not out to their families and communities and therefore cannot find trusted
adults to speak to. Even with all those challenges, MJ explained, there are also opportunities for all of us to have a positive impact
on the lives of LGBTQ youth.
One important step, she says, is to make
sure that our schools serve as both a “window and a mirror” for all children so that
their education both helps them to look out
into the wider world—the window--and

Dobbs Ferry

also see their own experience reflected in
teachers, staff and the curriculum—the mirror. It is therefore important for LGBTQ
teachers and staff to be out to their students,
if possible, and to put family photos up on
their desks; for schools to implement broad
LGBTQ student affirming policies; and for
administrators to support student GSAs –
Gender and Sexuality Alliance chapters. It
also means including books that speak to the
experience of LGBTQ people in our school
libraries and curricula. GLSEN provides a
variety of book recommendations and resources to help schools and communities become better allies at www.glsen.org. As the
panelists made abundantly clear, that kind
of support can make a big difference.
This community conversation was the
first in a series sponsored by the Irvington
PTSA’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee.
The next event will be a holiday card making workshop with members of the Committee and the community at Art XO in
Irvington on December 6 from 3:30 to 6
p.m. Information about future community
conversations and other events can be found
on the Committee’s website at https://www.
irvingtonnyptsa.org/diversity-and-inclusion-committee1.html or by contacting the
Committee with any questions at diversity.
irvptsa@gmail.com.
The author is a member of the Irvington
PTSA’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee.

Irvington

shop local!
SAT, DEC 7 | 11 AM TO 5 PM
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Dobbs Ferry MOONBALL Charity Event Raises $18k for
Local Boy with Fatal Disease
by W. B. King

The second annual MOONBALL Tournament & Family Fun Day brought together hundreds of local residents supporting a fun-loving, 10-year-old boy, Jacob
Moon, who was diagnosed with Sanfilippo
Syndrome three years ago.
“The outpouring from the community is
beyond overwhelming. Words really can’t
express how grateful we are for the constant
love, support and acceptance,” said Christine Moon, whose family has called Dobbs
Ferry home for eight years. “After Jacob’s
diagnosis, and our community’s quick response to help us in any way possible, we
really knew Dobbs Ferry was the perfect
place for our family.”
Sanfilippo Syndrome, also referred to
as Childhood Alzheimer’s, affects one in
70,000 children in the U.S. each year. As a
result of the disease, Jacob lacks an enzyme
that breaks down cellular waste. Moon
explained that this waste will continue to
reach toxic levels ultimately destroying his
brain. Jacob’s life expectancy is his late teen
years. And while there are a few milliondollar clinical trials ongoing, there is currently no treatment or cure.
“He’s lost some mobility on his left side
and has grown much quieter in the past

daughter and a high energy kid,” said Hartnett.
“It’s different now, but his
smile can still light up a
room.”
Bass and Hartnett,
both residents of Dobbs
Ferry, decided to organize
a charitable event that
would bring people toMOONBALL
A few years ago, Christine Moon with her son, Jacob
gether through sports and
Christine Moon’s friend, Moon.
various fun activities. This
—Photo by: Moon family gave rise to the inaugural
Brooke Bass, learned of
Jacob’s diagnosis. Bass’s
MOONBALL event. Inidaughter and Jacob had been in the same tially, the co-producing team thought to orkindergarten class. The two mothers are ganize a baseball game to raise money, but
good friends.
instead settled on another sport that every“Jacob is a big personality. He is the one could play: kickball.
sweetest boy you’ll meet. He has a great
“We don’t have millions of dollars to give
smile and loves to laugh. There is nothing to medical research for a cure, but we can
like being on the receiving end of one of bring the community together and teach
Jacob’s smiles and hearty laughs,” said Bass. people more about the disease,” said Bass.
“He is pure innocence.”
“In addition, we wanted to raise money for
Another mutual friend of Christine Jacob’s changing needs.”
Moon, and mother to another of Jacob’s
Last year the event raised $12,000. This
friends, Patti Hartnett, was also saddened year’s event, which took place on Novemto learn about Jacob’s diagnosis.
ber 2, at Gould Park in Dobbs Ferry, was
“Jacob was in the same preschool class as even larger and included bounce houses,
my daughter. The kids were rather fond of carnival games, raffles, refreshments as well
each other. I was a Jacob fan from the very as a kickball tournament. The Dobbs Ferry
beginning. He was a kind friend to my Fire Department and Dobbs Ferry Police
two years. It’s the hardest thing in the world
to know that one day
we will lose him,” said
Moon. “We try not to
think about it. It is an
unbearable reality, but it
is our reality.”
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Benevolent Association were also on hand
in support.
“We had about 270 kids registered. There
were 26 teams. We also had a buddy ball
game, which consisted of about 10 special
needs children, including Jacob,” said Bass.
“There were high schoolers assigned to each
kid and they helped them kick the ball and
run to the bases. It was so great that Jacob
and his classmates could participate.”
Hoping for a Cure
The 2019 MOONBALL event raised
more than $18,000. Christine Moon said
that these funds will be directed toward research aimed at finding a cure for Sanfilippo Syndrome.
“We partner with an amazing organization called the Cure Sanfilippo Foundation,” said Christine Moon. “They work
with various research facilities and they
work with companies to get more clinical
trials running.”
Christine added that the rest of the Moon
family, including her husband, Bill, and Jacob’s siblings, Ella, 12, and Matthew, 6, also
enjoyed participating in this year’s event.
“Last year Jacob slept through the beginning half of the event! This year he was in
the mix from the beginning! He was happy
running around with his friends and to
MORE» on page 26

December 2019 The Hudson Independent 25

Irvington About Safe Kids Tackles Teenage Drug and
Alcohol Abuse
by Clara Firpo-Cappiello

The iASK (Irvington About Safe Kids) organization formed by the Irvington Community Advisory Board (CAB) presented
an informational meeting on November 20
that detailed what every parent should know
about teenage drug and alcohol abuse. The
event focused on the basics of keeping teenagers safe. Not only did the meeting provide
parents with information about the dangers
of alcohol, vaping, marijuana and nicotine
usage; it also included an interactive activity
through which parents could learn to better understand the warning signs of addiction, along with information about current
trends in these dangerous activities.
Parents who didn’t attend the event might
wonder: What is there to learn?
Most parents of teenagers have probably
had a conversation with their child at least
once about the dangers of drug and alcohol
abuse, but some may not fully understand

the current situation.
Vaping, for instance, is a very recent drug
use trend. Not a lot of research has been
done on what vaping can do to your body
— particularly the teen body. What we do
know about vaping is that it is dangerous; as
mentioned during the event, vaping can be
associated with respiratory distress, seizures,
gum disease and decay, and other serious
health issues. Typically, vaping is a way of
taking in vaporized nicotine — often in the
form of a juul, or in the case of marijuana
usage, dab “pens.”
The use of alcohol and marijuana, as
well as other substances, is especially dangerous for teenagers. By partaking in substance use, particularly substance abuse,
teens are at risk of lowering their grades or
productivity and endangering their lives
in general. Driving under the influence is
a well-known danger, but the physical side
effects of drug and alcohol use can be just as
life-threatening. A decline in mental health

can take place when anyone begins to abuse
alcohol and/or drugs, as decision-making
becomes impaired, leading to further possible physical or emotional problems.
What can a parent do to make sure their
child isn’t participating in these illicit activities that threaten their health?
Education is the first step.
iASK-CAB presented parents with ways
to open the conversation of the dangers of
substance abuse with their children. Raising awareness to the issues that ensue after
a teenager begins to use drugs or alcohol
is an important step in helping a minor
understand how serious substance abuse
is. Having the conversation in a calm and
nurturing manner, rather than in an accusatory way, is crucial to having a productive
heart-to-heart with your teenager. Providing children with information about the
severity of drug and alcohol use at a young
age can prevent them from endangering
themselves in the future.

Apart from educating parents about how
to help their children understand substance
abuse, iASK-CAB provided parents with
information on how to recognize signs
that their child is abusing alcohol or drugs.
Knowing the warning signs that a child is
in danger of addiction or substance abuse
is something all parents should be taught.
Noticing when a child comes home later
than their curfew and/or is acting out-offocus or unusual in general may be signs
that children are participating in substance
use.
Understanding the warning signs and
taking action are crucial steps to helping a
child grasp the severity of substance abuse.
iASK-CAB holds many events, such as
this recent presentation, to help parents
and students address and navigate issues
that affect everyone in the community.
Open communication is key to acknowledging these issues and striving to keep
children and families safe.

Moonball

Continued from page 25

Trudy Dunbar
Memorial 5K Run

see his teachers,” she said. “Jacob does not
understand his disease. He is a happy little
boy. He lives life to the fullest, surrounded
by family, friends and food!”
Jacob’s younger brother, Matthew, was
overjoyed that so many people came together in support of his family and his big
brother.
“It’s a fun day. We get to run around, kick
the ball and be with friends,” said Mathew
Moon. “It was all for my brother!”
For more information or to make a donation, contact brooke@jacobmoonball.com
and/or patti@jacobmoonball.com.
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The Trudy Dunbar Memorial 5K
Run was held November 24 at
Pierson Park. In attendance were
(L-R:) Susi Poore, Jim Desimone,
Mike Wisniewski, Kelly Murphy,
Tarrytown Village Administrator
Rich Slingerland, Village Parks
and Recreation Director Joe Arduino, Trustee Becky McGovern,
and Anneliese Galgano.
—Photo by Sunny Maclean
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Halloween Transcends Time (and Rain) in Irvington
This year, Irvington was trick-or-treated to a double
dose of musical festivities when the forecast for Halloween
looked foreboding. Performances staged on front porches
around the village have become an Irvington Halloween
tradition. But weather not only risks raining on parades;
it can damage instruments and amplifiers as well. While
several bands forged (and played) on to delighted audiences (Evil Eckar and the Dirty Irv Horns outside on
North Eckar Street and Wild Thyme indoors in Barney
Park), the “Double Dutch Productions” block party
(which has “presented” The Ramones, Cars, Devo, David
Bowie, Talking Heads, and The Cure in past years) was
postponed regretfully to November 1st. It was worth the
wait. The night began with a bonus pre-show from Orb
Mellon (featuring Mike Malone), followed by a breathtaking performance by Irvington High School senior Margot
Gordinier — whose mostly original set of mesmerizing
songs captivated (and even silenced) the hundreds of visitors packed along the block. Fronted by Doug McClure
as Michael Stipe, the North Dutcher Street All-Stars then
covered to perfection songs from each phase of R.E.M’s
career (welcoming special guests, The Breeders, as well
as a robust strings section comprising Irvington student
musicians) – along with an ongoing video backdrop and
whimsical dance accompaniments on neighboring porches that Double Dutch fans have come to expect.
Top left: Margot Gordinier. Top right: Douglas McClure.
Bottom Left: The North Dutcher Street All-Stars as R.E.M.
and The Breeders - Clockwise (from left): Richard Ackerman,
Hudson Svigals, Anika Manchanda, Matt Svigals, Miyuki
Furtado, Patrick Harmon, Eric Kaye, John Malone, Cynthia
Svigals, Stacey Seltzer, Michael Roth, Douglas McClure,
Mara Ast, Mary Cuff. (Missing: Breeder Marcie Cuff.)
—Photo by Lena Svigals

HELP A FAMILY SHARE THE
TRADITION OF A HOLIDAY MEAL
Join Feeding Westchester as we raise
awareness and funds to help our 1 in 5
Westchester neighbors struggling to
put enough food on the table this
holiday season.
Donate at FeedingWestchester.org
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Food for Thought

Ready-Made Sweets and Savories for the Holidays

W

hatever holiday you celebrate, December has always meant lots of time in the kitchen preparing special celebratory foods for friends and family, baking cookies, pies
and cakes, and entertaining visitors. Following a late Thanksgiving this year and all
the cooking that celebration entails, it’s good to know that delicious culinary help is readily
available in our rivertowns for the Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa holidays. Whether you

TARRYTOWN
Eatarry/Tarry Tavern
Tarry Tavern is gladly taking orders for
cheese platters, homemade hors d’oeuvres
such as squash arancini (tiny rice balls),
smoked salmon crepes with chive creme
fraiche or truffled potato croquettes. The
Tavern’s tea sandwiches are a popular hors
d’oeuvres as well. Staple desserts like the
poached pear and almond tart and pecan
tart are also available in large format to take
out. Tarry Tavern will be open on Christmas Eve for anyone looking for dinners to
go. It’s a big takeout night! Order platters
and desserts by Dec. 23rd. Desserts
can be picked up at the Eatarry.
Eatarry: 25 Main Street | Tarry Tavern:
27 Main Street, (914) 631-7227
tarrytavern.com
Mint Premium Food Shop and
Restaurant
One step into Hassan Jarane’s Moroccan-style bazaar, filled with a dazzling display of exotic comestibles, and you know
you can style your own hors d’oeuvres
trays: with over 40 cheeses from all over
the world in his bountiful selection, sausages and hams, in-house Middle Eastern
spreads plus crusty bread baguettes and a
dizzying unusual cracker offerings,
you will have all you need. With
the added joy of tasting cheese
just ripe and ready to serve and
the staff’s generous knowledge, preparing your
“first course” has
never been so much fun.
Barrels of marinated olives
from Greece, Spain and Italy,
and honey-baked pecans from
Mexico could complete your
presentation. But then, don’t
forget the plethora of serious international
chocolates, the best dried fruits and chocolate covered cherries, and spectacular meltin-your-mouth halvah that a host could

28 The Hudson Independent

possibly present – that is, if it doesn’t all get
eaten before the guests arrive.
18 Main Street, (914) 703-6511
The Pastry Chef
Everything is baked “from
scratch” at The Pastry Chef, where
there is an overwhelming display of cakes, cookies,
pastries and cupcakes all
year long. But at holiday time, cookies start
appearing shaped as
Santas, sleigh bells and
snowmen. Celebrations
can be much more festive with made-to-order
Yule Logs, Christmas stollen and struffoli (small Italian honey
balls), all time-consuming baked goods
if made at home. Enjoy the Giant Cannoli,
Tiramisu Log or sheets of Napoleans and
tiramisu for fun crowd-pleasing desserts.
Order by Dec. 21st.
57 North Broadway, (914) 631-6556
Facebook and Instagram
RiverMarket Bar & Kitchen
This fresh, locally sourced market offers produce that is sustainably raised and
value-added products that are both grown
and crafted in and around the Hudson Valley. Building on relationships with farmers,
makers and growers, the market selects
cheeses from Chaseholm and
Old Chatham Sheepherding Company, sausages from
Jacuterie (a European-style charcuterie), jams from BFK (Beth’s
Farm Kitchen), plus a variety of
artisanal tonics, sodas, and wines.
Creating an all-natural and sustainably crafted cheese and
charcute board, accompanied by local
wines and sodas will support our local
growers and food artisans.
127 West Main, (914) 631-3100,
rivermarketbarkitchen.com, Facebook and
Instagram
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by Linda Viertel

need cookie platters, savory tarts, sausage and cheeses, pies and cakes, or fully prepared hams and turkeys, there are multiple caterers, bakeries and food specialty shops to help
you relax and enjoy your at-home holiday dining. As you read the following, please note that,
to be on the safe side, it is best to place orders by Friday, December 20th. (For more photos of
catering options, please visit: thehudsonindependent.com.)

IRVINGTON
Geordanes
This revered neighborhood market has
been catering since 1988, and “Dani”
Diaz can provide everything “from soup
to nuts” for your holiday meals. Since
there are dozens of selections on the
holiday dessert menu, not to mention appetizers and “noshes,” deli
platters, wraps and paninis, plus
whole hams and turkeys, it’s best
to take a look online and match
your culinary needs to the vast
assortment of catered items available from Geordanes. Whatever you
choose, order by Dec. 22nd.
57 Main Street, (914) 591-6911
geordanes.com
The Red Barn Bakery
Celebrate the holidays with exquisite organic desserts (gluten-free and vegan options available) created by Randell Dodge.
Her many offerings include mini glutenfree savory tarts and special frittatas, mini double chocolate tartlets
and gluten-free small bites. Preorder special celebration desserts
such as her Buche de Noel, cookie platters including hand-painted sugar cookies and multiple flavors of French
macaroons, plus her elaborate gluten-free
gingerbread house. She will also be baking
vegan and gluten-free pumpkin and pecan
pies, as well as her famous old-fashioned
apple salted caramel crumble and her most
coveted brownie bottom fig cheesecake.
Gluten-free cookie gift boxes are available
upon request. Order by Dec. 20th.
4 South Astor, (914) 231-7779
redbarn-bakery.com
Suzanne’s Table
Suzanne Hart, well-known caterer and
chef, creates healthy, gourmet, fresh and
stylish main courses and baked goods, all
cooked on the premises. Her savory spe-

cialties for the holidays include: prosciutto
cups stuffed with honey goat cheese and
fig jam, filet of beef with horseradish sauce,
artisanal cheese and charcuterie platters,
Asian pork meatballs with dipping sauce,
pissaladiere (a thin crust Provençale specialty topped with caramelized onions,
anchovies, and herbs) and mini crab or
salmon cakes with spicy remoulade. Some
of her “grab and go” items include: homemade pear chutney (in a little jar for a
hostess gift and great with cheese), olive
tapenade, spiced and candied pecans
and cranberry nut loaves. Her signature brownies, banana bread, ginger
cupcakes with orange butter cream, triple
ginger cookies, coconut macaroons, special
order dulce de leche bars and apple toffee
cake are also available at holiday time. (See
online holiday menu.) Order by Dec. 20th.
75 Main Street, (914) 231-9055
suzannestable.com
The Black Cat
A fanciful assortment of hand-painted
holiday cookies can be pre-ordered, as
well as cakes, cupcakes, sheet cakes and
pies. Black Cat Café uses as much organic
product as feasible and always uses nonhormone, humanely raised meat and dairy
products. So, when you order a sandwich,
or sandwich and quiche (five selections
available), or sandwich and salad platter,
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Opposite page from L to R: Holiday cookies colored with all natural food dyes shipped around the US, from Madeby RK Catering & Bakery; A delectable tray of filet of beef with horseradish sauce from Suzanne’s Table, Irvington; Hudson Valley-sourced gourmet packaged treats to go from RiverMarket, Tarrytown; Red Barn Bakery’s catering features gluten-free and vegancatered events. Red Barn’s artful holiday pies include pumpkin, pecan and more.

you are getting the tastiest options. Order
by Friday, December 20th.
45 Main Street, blackcatchef.com
(914) 231-9060

DOBBS FERRY
MadebyRK Catering & Bakery
Consummate chef, baker and caterer,
Renee Kashuba is once again offering her
DIY gingerbread cake decorating event
on Saturday, Dec. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Participants of all ages can decorate a
mini-house, snowflake, and a gingerbread
man. The $15 fee includes a muffin and
hot cocoa (or coffee for older decorators).
No reservation is necessary and final preorders will be accepted on that day as well.
You can choose from her extensive menu
online for both Christmas and Hanukkah
(see below). Pre-wrapped gifts for the holidays including house-made truffles, bourbon balls and decorated cookies will also
be available. Kashuba uses all-natural dyes
on her holiday cookies, which can now be
ordered online and shipped in wrapped
gift baskets. Pictured: Red velvet cakes.

L to R: Campbell Meat’s charcuterie is deliciously crafted for your holiday platters. All matters of alfajores (traditional cookies of South American
origin) filled with dulce de leche and festively wrapped at Los Andes Bakery

218 Ashford Avenue (open Dec. 21: 10
a.m.-2 p.m. and Dec. 24: 9 a.m. to noon
for pre-orders, not retail), (914) 231-7999
foodmadebyrk.com
Campbell Meats Butchery +
Charcuterie
The rivertowns’ only whole animal
butcher and artisanal charcuterie crafter,
Matt Campbell not only offers expertly
fabricated meats and poultry, but also artisanal provisions, house-made charcuterie,
and seasonal produce, all sourced within a
90 mile radius. Campbell makes his own
paté grandmere, pork rillettes (chopped
or shredded meat-similar
to a pate), and foie gras
mousse. The dry-cured salami – all hanging in various states of aging, come in a
variety of flavors and sizes.
The most unusual, Hanzo sausage, made with
½ beef and ½ pork is
flavored with serrano peppers and
gouda cheese, but most are traditional
European and Italian-style. Campbell

will create platters with their Chaseholm
cheeses, Fazio Farms burrata, sliced salami,
hand-crafted mustard and crusty bread;
prices vary. Order by Dec. 20th.
3 Cedar Street, (914) 231-5133
campbellmeats.com
J. J. Beans
Jilliane Borrelli’s ricotta cookies are
justly famous throughout Dobbs Ferry, and that’s because they are delicious. Perfect little bites of cake, soft
and delicately flavored, complemented
b y a thin coat of icing all over and
topped with sprinkles. Borrelli’s
platters have graced tables at many
sporting events and family gatherings. Her cupcakes are memorable
as well. She will customize your
order for any holiday with
colored sprinkles of
your choice and create
a bountiful platter of treats
that will disappear within moments.
Order by Dec. 20th.
19 Cedar Street, (914) 231-7990
Facebook

SLEEPY HOLLOW
Los Andes Bakery
For 28 years, Jessica and Francisco Mejias
have been creating home-baked treats and
pan de huevos (popular with a cup of hot
chocolate or coffee) at their bakery, overflowing with all manner of baked goods, and
holiday time is no exception. Festively
wrapped plates of cookies, flan and tres
leches cakes, empanadas (beef, chicken
or cheese) can be ordered in small, bitesized shapes, perfect for hors d’oeuvres.
Their Christmas bread is filled with dried
fruits, walnuts and raisins. Meringues, palmeria with and without chocolate, three
varieties of alfajores - delicate butter cookies, lucuma (a fruit grown only in Peru and
Chile) cakes, with strawberries, peaches or
pineapple and iced with a fresh cream frosting, and crispy cones filled with dulce de
leche are specialties, as are the crumb covered Chilean-style Napoleons layered with
dulce de leche. Order by Dec. 21st.
180 Valley Street, 914-631-3256
Facebook

Restaurant & Wine Bar

12 West Main St., Elmsford, NY 10523 914.592.6799

(Located at Intersection of Rte 119 & Rte 9A)

Reserve Now For Christmas Eve
$32.95 Per Person Plus Tax & Gratuity

Starting at 12 Noon - 9pm
Choice of Appetizer, Choice of Entree, Dessert, Coffee
Ala Carte Dinner Menu Also Available
Please go to our website www.rinisrestaurant.com for more details

Reserve Now For New Years Eve

$55.00 Per Person Plus Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer, Choice of Entree, Dessert, Coffee
Entertainment Starting at 9pm: DJ Bobby Flowers
Music of Decades Show and Vocalist
Dino Bravo's Tribute To Elvis Presley Show
Please go to our website www.rinisrestaurant.com for more details

CATERING AT RINIS RESTAURANT

Please Consider Rinis Restaurant for your next
Holiday Party or any other catered affair.
Private Rooms Available

For more information call: 914.592.6799
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Entertainment Calendar

December 2019

Please visit www.rinisrestaurant.com for a
more detailed look at our great entertainers!!!!

Friday, December 13th, 8pm:
The Return of Westchester Favorite
Vocalist Lois Columbo with Richie G on
Guitar and Dan Denerstein on Keyboard
Saturday, December 14th, 8pm:
Vic Sabbs "JUST NUTS BAND"- Music
of the Decades Show
Friday, December 27th, 8pm:
Radio Personality & DJ Johnny Z
(Rock and Roll Revival Show) and
Holiday Party. Playing music of the
50's, 60's, 70's, Motown, Disco, Classic
Soul and much more
Saturday, December 28th, 8pm:
Butch Barbella's “Streets of the Bronx
Band”(Formerly of Dion & The Belmonts
and The Earls and Musical Composer of
The Bronx Tale Movie).
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Happy Holidays from
your friends at the
Houlihan Lawrence
Irvington/Ardsley
Brokerage
WISHING YOU
A JOYOUS HOLIDAY
SEASON WITH PEACE
AND CHEER IN 2019!

I R V I N G TO N B R O K E R AG E 9 14. 59 1. 270 0
A R D S L E Y B R O K E R AG E 9 14.6 74.414 4
H O U L I H A N L AW R E N C E .CO M

Heartfelt

Holiday Wishes
from
GEORDANES NEIGHBORHOOD MARKET
Serving the Hudson Valley for 31 Years
57 Main St., Irvington, New York
www,geordanes.com

Leave All the Trimmings To Us
For Your Holiday and Party Needs!

Fully Catered Quality Food For Every Occasion - Wait Staff Available

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 15
11 AM - 2 PM

Salon

SUNDAYS

A new monthly series where up to six artists
will open their studios to the public
Check riverarts.org/salon for details.

Call Danielle to plan your party menu!

914-591-6911
Full Service Butcher Department

Holiday Cuts Available - Grass Fed Beef / Bell & Evans Turkeys and Chickens
Breads, Side Dishes, Specialty Salads, Sandwiches, and Desserts
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This month’s artists:
Carolyn Bloom
Kristin Javier
Jennifer Orkin-Lewis
TB Ward

Other Salon Sunday dates:
January 12, February 9,
March 15, May 17, June 14

www.thehudsonindependent.com

Restaurant News

The Rare Bit Adds New Approach

by Linda Viertel

The Rare Bit menu has undergone a
transformation, while keeping all the popular signature dishes customers enjoy. With
a different approach, not tethered to the
British gastropub ethos, The Rare Bit is
venturing forth with a variety of lighter
fare and healthy choices. It’s still the same
welcoming place for families coming in several times a week seeking reasonably priced
meals that appeal to all tastes and ages.
To that end, owner Scott Broccoli and
Chef Evan Kalogiannis have added lighter
fare such as seared scallops, mussels pepperonata, and charred edamame to their
appetizer election. Though chicken wings
with a choice of sauces, octopus salad and
the original popular scotch eggs still appear
as choices, fattoush salad (a zesty chopped
fresh vegetable salad with crunchy pita and
a sumac/lime dressing), mustard greens and
shaved Brussel’s sprouts enliven the salad
selections. And, market fish, fried chicken,
shrimp tacos plus two vegan choices – Beyond Burger and falafel – complement the
house special fish & chips and the hearty
TRB Burger.
Sides are varied and plentiful: duck fried

Clockwise: Duck fried rice; octopus salad;
hearty TRB burger; roasted carrots with
harissa.

rice, harissa roasted carrots, salt baked potatoes with garlic, Brussel’s sprouts with
house-cured bacon, parmesan and mustard;
tandoori duck skin, and braised collard
greens — not only delicious complements
to any entrée but a full offering for any vegetarian hoping for an eclectic tasting menu.
Children are treated to extensive offerings
that are not printed on the menu. Everything kids like: pasta with red sauce, chicken strips, mac & cheese, burgers, even pasta
with butter, keep them happy while their
parents have ample opportunity to enjoy
dinner and a bottle of wine.
It’s a family affair for dining, but there’s
still a lively bar scene thanks to the draft
cocktails changed seasonally. The Sunday
Roast Dinner, a customized three-course
menu is still available as are the “BottomsUp Brunches” on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Some things changed at The Rare Bit,
and others stay the same — the best of both
worlds in a local eatery whose staff and loyal
customers call “home.”
23 Cedar Street, Dobbs Ferry
(914) 693-8000. www.therarebitdf.com

www.thehudsonindependent.com					
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Arts & Entertainment

ONA Exhibit by Digital Artist Peach Pair: “I Draw with a Mouse”
by Linda Viertel

Peach Pair could be labeled an outsider
artist. As she says, “I am a complete outsider, with no art or computer training, which
means, I don’t know the rules I am breaking.” But her complex, lush giclée pieces
defy both typical computer and traditional
art, and there’s nothing simple about her
technique. She creates her pieces with a
mouse, not a stylus, starting with a blank
canvas and often combining her images
with shimmering gold leaf and organic substances such as found tree bark, leaves, shells
or wasp hives which she scans in to add
texture and dimension to her work. Giclee
is the term used to describe fine art prints
made my spraying pigment onto paper.
And, all Pair’s giclée works are printed on
archival, imported watercolor paper, printed
by master printers in Connecticut.
Inspired by such artists as Gustav Klimt,
David Hockney and Piet Mondrian, Pair’s
creations are not imitative but rather suggestive. “The artists I admire are in my mind,”
she noted, “They are more in my subconscious.” Her “Blooming Chestnut Tree” (on
display at ONA) hangs in the U.S. Embassy
in Rome, chosen by embassy representatives
after her exhibit in the Italian capital. Her
work has garnered a “Director’s Choice”
in the Donnie 2019 Awards of the Mu-

seum of Computer Art
(MOCA). And she has
exhibited in multiple
national and international juried and gallery
exhibitions. Pair’s art
has been seen in movies, and is included in
private collections in the
United States, Japan and
Europe.
“Hollyhocks,” a deeply
rich and vibrant image,
close-ups of hollyhock
blossoms dancing on a
gold leaf background,
has an art nouveau
sensibility but is also
reminiscent of Toulouse Lautrec. “Milkweed” conveys the soft
wispy nature of bursting
milkweed against a texture of golden trees and
a swirled undulating
“depth-defying” background. How she accomplishes this technological feat with a “mouse” is anyone’s guess.
The complexity of her talents gets full
recognition in “The Orchard,” a dense
vertical forest-like landscape in a latticework of small gold squares dominating the

Top: Bleeding Hearts 2
Bottom: It Takes A
World.

print’s lower half, rising
to browns and greens in
the top half, culminating in what can only be
described as small white
windows and figures
floating atop this magical realm. Pair’s dance
background comes into
play in this print as well
as others.
“Bleeding Hearts,” a
Hockneyesque image,
dominated by a glowing
deep yellow sun, takes
the viewer’s eye to three
sprigs of delicate bleeding heart branches with
their winding giant tendrils reaching up to the
sky where they encircle
that vibrant sun. It’s a
tour de force of magical realism.
Pair also creates what she titles “Ideograms,” abstract pieces on Mondrian-like
grids, as well as inspirational and aspirational creations such as “It Takes a World,” an
iconic image of diverse hands reaching up

to the statement, “We The People, E Pluribus Unum.” In fact, she has printed this
image on popular tote bags which she can’t
produce fast enough to keep up with the
demand.
Her creations are mounted on wood panels painted in metallic colors which show off
their singular beauty to great effect. They are
printed by request so her clients can choose
the size they wish from her limited editions.
But Pair’s images can also be found on greetings cards, posters and on the front of journal books she has fashioned.
Pair’s “digital paintings” are the unique expression of an artist who subtly reveals both
her dance background and her profound
Buddhist beliefs. The artist says it best: “I
take pleasure in the challenge of creating
something organic, expressive, comforting
and painterly out of something wholly mechanical and insentient to achieve a graceful
pas de deux between technology and fine
art.”

If You Go:
ONA
53 Main Street, Tarrytown
914-514-8981
(fairtradeintarrytownny.com)
Hours: December: Seven days a week,
11 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Hanukkah celebration
& holiday boutique
at the Shames JCC on the hudson
with the Rivertowns Jewish Consortium*

Sunday, December 15
3:00 - 5:00 PM

Celebrate and shop our holiday market! Featured merchants include: gift sets from BeneBoon, photo
services by Liz Hartzman, invitations and stationery by Say Cheese and Thank You, custom Tallit by
Ina Bearak Helfand, jewelry, handbags, and clothes by Three Gems Unlimited, hostess gifts by Circa at
Home; custom eyewear for kids by Fitz Frames, and many more!

371 S. Broadway, Tarrytown, NY
914.366.7898
shamesjcc.org
*The Shames JCC is a part of the Rivertowns Jewish Consortium, a group that includes Greenburgh
Hebrew Center, Mishkan Ha'am, Rosh Pinah Chavurah of the Rivertowns, Temple Beth Abraham,
Temple Beth Shalom, and Woodlands Community Temple, as well as the Westchester Jewish Council.
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kids’ activities

Tickets: shamesjcc.org/hanukkah
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Our Neighbors

Tarrytown Native Reﬂects on Off-Broadway Play and Childhood
by Elaine Marrazano

Actor, playwright and Tarrytown native
Keith Hamilton Cobb brought his awardwinning new play about Shakespeare and
race in America to the off-Broadway stage
this summer after seven years of development. The Hudson Independent caught up
with Cobb for a chat about the play and
growing up in Tarrytown.
American Moor tells the story of a mature, experienced African-American actor
auditioning for the role of Othello while a
young, white director presumes to dictate
how this black leading man should behave.
The New York Times said the play is “about
performing Othello but also, in a way, about
being Othello: a black man trying to find
a path to excellence in a society anxious to
keep him in his place.”
“The stage audition is a metaphor for our
American culture ruled by money and power that is predominately white,” said Cobb.
“A great deal of it is reflective of my own
personal experience, but I think the vast majority of African-American actors have had
this experience in an industry that has been
dominated by a structure of whiteness for
400 years,” said Cobb.
Born at Phelps Hospital in 1962 to Mary
Lane Cobb, a physician, and James Cobb,

“The stage audition is a metaphor for our American culture ruled by
money and power that is predominately white.”
— Keith Hamilton Cobb

Keith Hamilton Cobb
—Photo by: Donna Davis

a mechanical engineer, Cobb is a renowned
Shakespeare performer who may be best
known to TV audiences for his roles as Noah
Keefer on All My Children and Damon Porter on The Young and the Restless. He also
played galactic mercenary Tyr Anasazi in
the science-fiction series Gene Roddenberry’s

Andromeda and was on People Magazine’s
list of the “50 most beautiful people” in the
mid-1990s.
Cobb is back in his hometown after stints
in Los Angeles and Canada.
A self-described quiet child who acted in
only one school play – Our Town – it wasn’t
until college that he thought acting “made
sense.” He graduated from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts in 1987
with a BFA in acting.
“In high school, I was trying to figure
out who I was and how I was perceived,”
he said. “I was born in the heat of the civil
rights movement, and these rivertowns were
having their own struggle coming into the
contemporary age in terms of social and
race relations.”
Cobb recognized early that Route 9 in
Tarrytown represented a physical and metaphorical racial divide.
“When a new black family would come
to town, the realtors always showed them
houses on the west side of Broadway, while

we lived on the east side where our neighbors were Irish, Italian, and Jewish.”
Cobb’s parents, being young professionals
and a part of black society that was new and
growing at the time, were some of the first
black families to live above Route 9 according to Cobb.
“I grew up being more aware of my white
contemporaries. In high school, that created
a schism. We had to travel down the hill to
the other side to be among the community
of African Americans.”
Cobb’s parents still live in Tarrytown, but
he doesn’t feel particularly at home here.
“I didn’t picture myself living back here,”
he said. “I thought I would be in Manhattan, but it’s cheaper for me to live here and
commute.”
American Moor closed in October. Cobb
believes its future lies in academia where he
hopes to do residencies and see the play used
as a teaching tool.

W ES TCHES T ER‘S ONLY DEDIC AT ED JA Z Z CLUB!

N E W Y E A R‘ S E V E
WITH

JANIS
SIEGEL

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7 & 9:30 PM SETS
DEC 6 & 7

PAQU I T O D‘RI V E R A QUIN T E T

FOUNDING MEMBER OF
THE MANHATTAN TRANSFER™

T UESDAY,
DEC 31 S T

DEC 13 & 14
RE N E E ROS N E S QUA R T E T
DEC 20 & 21
B I L L C H A RL A P T R IO
F E AT. P E T ER WA SHING T ON
& K ENN Y WA SHING T ON

T WO SE AT INGS
6:0 0 & 9:30 PM

DEC 27 & 28
J U L I U S RO D RI GU E Z QUIN T E T

SUNDAYS 4 & 6 PM SETS
BRAZILIAN & JAZZ SHOWS

PRES E N T I N G
S P O N SO R:

1 DIXON LANE, TARRYTOWN
www.thehudsonindependent.com

914-631-1000

TICKETS: JAZZFORUMARTS.ORG
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Obituaries
Peter Schmidt, 83
Peter K. Schmidt, a longtime resident
of Sleepy Hollow, died November 19. He
was 83.
He enjoyed growing up in Dobbs Ferry with his brothers and younger sister.
Throughout his life he had a passion for
cars and not only loved driving them but
loved to tinker with them as well. After attending Dobbs Ferry schools, he enlisted
in the U.S. Navy. He served two tours as
a torpedo man aboard the USS Nautilus
and the USS Trout. He enjoyed being on

submarines and always had lots of stories
to tell about his travels.
For many years, Mr. Schmidt served as
manager of the Ferry House Mail Order
Company which had been in Dobbs Ferry. Later he joined his partner Jeannie in
Murray Frank’s in Tarrytown where they
ran the business for many years. He had
many interests including a love of ancient
Egypt. He read everything he could about
the civilization. More recently he enjoyed
being an informal tour guide at the Old
Dutch Church in Sleepy Hollow.

Dominic DeGeorge, 105
Dominic William DeGeorge, a resident
of Dobbs Ferry, died November 19 peacefully with family at his side. He was 105.
He was born in the Bronx on May 24,
1914 to the late Antonio DiGiorgio and
the late Maria Stallone DiGiorgio. He was
married to the late Madaline Elf DeGeorge
for 47 wonderful years. Later he married
the late Mary Tarricone. He loved the time
he spent with his grandchildren and teaching them to fish. Long Beach Island was
a favorite spot. He was a communicant at

St. Frances of Rome in the Bronx and later
Our Lady of Pompeii and Sacred Heart in
Dobbs Ferry.
Mr. DeGeorge was a 50-year member of
the National Adoration Society and volunteered at Cabrini Nursing Home and
with St. Vincent de Paul. He loved playing
cards with his Dobbs Ferry and Ardsley
senior friends. He was a firm believer in
recycling and wasted nothing.

New Photo Exhibition Chronicles Construction of Old
Croton Aqueduct
by Elaine Marranzano

Today the Old Croton Aqueduct is a
peaceful place for a stroll in the woods,
but in 1842 it was the catalyst for the biggest change to hit New York City since the
Dutch “bought” Manhattan from the Indians. By bringing “pure and wholesome”
water to the smelly, disease-ridden city, this
miracle of engineering transformed New
York. The open sewer running down Canal
Street would go away. The backyard privy
and cesspits would gradually be replaced
with indoor toilets. Private, often polluted,
wells would give way to indoor taps and
clean drinking water.
Now for the first time, a new exhibition
shows in detail how this engineering feat to
rival the Romans was accomplished. Sponsored by Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct (FOCA), the exhibit of architectural
drawings, many unseen since they were
made, illustrations, maps and photographs
show how the Croton Aqueduct made New
York the Empire City.
“When Alice went into the rabbit hole
and she saw the bottle that said “drink me,”
she got very big. That’s what happened to
the city with the aqueduct,” said Mavis
Cain, president of the FOCA. “Everything
changes with water, as we know from our
gardens. The aqueduct cleaned up the city
and made it grow.”
Curated by Tom Tarnowsky, a retired
photo editor who spent 10 years researching the New York City water supply, the
new exhibit includes about 25 images taken
largely from the private collection of aqueduct chief engineer John Jerviz. Housed
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at the Jerviz Public Library in Rome, New
York, the collection only recently became
available to the public when it was digitized.
In some images, New York just doesn’t
look like the city we know. An 1830s map
shows a reservoir where the great lawn
should be, bounded by streets and avenues
instead of Central Park which didn’t yet exist. In 1842, instead of the New York Public Library at Fifth and 42nd Street, you
would have found an imposing Egyptianstyle stone structure big enough to hold the
entire library building. This reservoir held
water for distribution throughout the city.
It was also a popular spot for a Sunday outing.
“People could climb a flight of stairs to
the top and use the perimeter as a promenade,” said Tarnowsky.
Walt Whitman wrote a piece about the
promenade in which he predicted you

December 2019

would be able to see for miles for decades
to come. He had no way of knowing about
skyscrapers.
A series of unfortunate events led people
to agitate for clean water. With no water to
put it out, a fire in 1835 burned 25 percent of the city. There was a deadly cholera
outbreak in 1837. Those who could, fled.
The mayor sent his daughter to Westchester
and told her in a letter it was safe to come
home when “only one hundred people died
today.” The city was filled with lots of dirty,
drunken people as residents attempted to
sanitize their drinking water with alcohol.
“The Temperance Society were major agitators for clean water,” said Tarnowsky.
Water from the Croton River began to
flow through the underground brick tunnels in Westchester, then through two 36inch cast iron pipes across the High Bridge
in the Bronx and finally into the City’s
reservoirs on July 4th, 1842. A letter in
the exhibit from a project engineer to his
girlfriend described the water as it entered
the 42nd Street reservoir as “meandering
around, looking for a place to rest.”
The city celebrated with “Croton Cock-

tails” – tap water with a splash of lemon.
Just as Walt Whitman could not foresee
the existence of skyscrapers, engineers could
not predict the aqueduct would become obsolete after only 20 years.
“They thought it would last for 100
years,” said Tarnowsky. “But it became
overburdened after only 20.”
In 1842, 20 million or more gallons per
day supplied a population of 300,000. But
by 1870, the need jumped to 100 million
gallons a day. Today the city demands approximately one billion gallons every day.
Learning about the New York City water
system fostered respect in Tarnowsky for the
engineers who made it happen.
“On the surface, things look simple,” he
said. “You turn on your faucet and water
comes out. No one understands what it
takes to make it work, and in 1842 New
York, it was nothing short of a miracle.”
The exhibit titled “How New York Became the Empire City” is free and can be
viewed at The Keeper’s House, 15 Walnut
Street, in Dobbs Ferry. For more information, visit https://aqueduct.org or call 914693-0529.
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HudCo Holiday Market
| Saturday 12/7

It’s A Wonderful
Life | Sunday 12/15

11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 145 Palisade St., Suite 200, Dobbs
Ferry. Warm drinks, lunch
offerings, crafts for the
littles, paper goods, apparel & more. Visit www.
hudco.co for more info.
about HudCo.

Screening of the The
Frank Capra classic,
7 p.m. Tarrytown
Music Hall, 13 Main
Street, Tarrytown.

The Electric Stories Rock ‘n’ Roll Christmas
Party | Thursday 12/19
8 p.m. at Irvington Theater, 85 Main St., Irvington.
Tickets/info: www.irvingtontheater.com.

What’s Happening
Check out the complete Happenings directory for December online: thehudsonindependent.com/events and post your own event
Farmer’s
Markets

Saturday 7

Ossining Farmers’
Market: Open Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
through Dec. 17, Spring & Main Sts. Call 9234837 or visit www.downtoearthmarkets.com.

Wednesday 11
TBA Books@Night:
Temple Beth Abraham,
25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown, 7:30 p.m. FleishBook Clubs
man is in Trouble by
Taffy Brodesser-Akner.
Suggested donation: $2.
RSVP: 631-1770 or adulted@tba-ny.org.

Thursday 19
Thursday Evening Book Club: Irvington Public
Library, 7:30 p.m. The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry
Copies of the book available at the circulation
desk.

Film

Friday 6

Hearts and Minds:
10:30 a.m., Peter Davis’
landmark 1974 Oscar-winning documentary
about the US’ involvement in Vietnam, Shames
JCC. Register in advance. Info: 366-7898.

Sunday 15
It’s A Wonderful Life: The Frank Capra classic,
7 p.m. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
631-3390 Ext.100 or tarrytownmusichall.org.
Rivertown Film: Screening of Toni Morrison:
The Pieces I Am at 8 p.m., Nyack Center. Info:
https://rivertownfilm.org/calendar/ or. 845-3532568.

Saturday 7

Music Events

The Laurie Berkner
Band: A Holiday
Celebration, 11 a.m.
Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. Info: 631-3390
Ext.100 or http://tarry-

Keb’ Mo’s Jingle Bell Jamboree: 7 p.m. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 631-3390
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Thursday 12

wide range of programs on health-related subjects as well as health screenings and support
groups. Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Sunday 15

A John Denver Christmas Starring Ted Vigil:
8 p.m. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
631-3390 Ext.100 or tarrytownmusichall.org.

Holiday Concert with Collective Brass 2019:
3 p.m. Awaken your holiday spirit with a joyous
concert in the Lyndhurst Carriage House. Tickets: Lyndhurst.org or call: 1-888-718-4253.

Friday 13

Sunday 22

Holiday Stomp With The Hot Sardines: 8 p.m.
Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 6313390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

The Nutcracker: New York Theatre Ballet, 3 and
6 p.m. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St., Info:
631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Saturday 14
Live@theUpstream: An Evening with Two Toms:
Tom Heany and Tom Cardullo. 7:30 p.m. Upstream Gallery, 8 Main St, Hastings-On-Hudson.
A River Spirit Music event. Info/tickets: www.
riverspiritmusic.com

Tuesday 31
New Year’s Eve With Comic Nick Di Paolo:
8 p.m., Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St., Info:
631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Classic Stones Live!: The Greatest Rolling
Stones Tribute, 8 p.m. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. Info: 631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 21
Cherish the Ladies: A Celtic Christmas, 3 and 8
p.m. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 6313390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Other Live
Entertainment

Kids

Elmsford Little League:
Baseball and softball
players between the
ages of 5 and 16 from
the Sleepy Hollow Junior
Horsemen are invited to
register for Spring 2020
season. Info: elmsfordlittleleague.org.

Friday 6

Mandy Patinkin In
Concert: DIARIES with
pianist Adam Ben-David,
8 p.m. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:
631-3390 Ext.100 or /tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 7
Claudia Oshry: “The Dirty Jeans Tour” Tarrytown
Music Hall, 13 Main St., at 8 p.m. Info: 631-3390
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 13

townmusichall.org.

Mr. Dickens Tells a Christmas Carol: Performances begin today through December 29,
Lyndhurst. Appropriate for ages eight and up.
Tickets: Lyndhurst.org or call: 1-888-718-4253.

Sunday 8

Saturday 14

Chamber Music Fundraiser: 1 p.m. NewingtonCropsey Foundation. Info: https://riverarts.
org/2019-chamber-music-fundraiser-ticket-form.

The Nutcracker: The Amanda Kupillas Dance
production, 2:30 p.m., Irvington Town Hall
Theater, 85 Main St. Info: 591-6602, boxoffice@
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Galleries/Art

Saturday 7

The Artists At 145
Holiday Market: 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., a stop on the Holiday Trolley which
will run through Hastings, Irvington, and Dobbs
Ferry. More than 20 artists will open their studios.

Sunday 8
Salon Sunday: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the studios
of Carolyn Bloom, 145 Judson Ave., Dobbs
Ferry; Kristin Javier, 385 Warburton Ave, Studio
1, Hastings; Jennifer Orkin-Lewis, 18 Croton
Pl., Irvington and TB Ward, 24 Main St. (under
Clockwork Records), Hastings. Info: https://riverarts.org/salon-sundays.

Thursday 14
Drink & Draw: 7:30 to 10 p.m., 145 Palisade
St., Studio 412A, Dobbs Ferry. All levels are welcome. Admission: $15 in advance or $20 at the
door. Info: https://riverarts.org/drink-draw.
Toys For Tots: New
unwrapped toys are
being accepted through
Dec. 15 at the Tarrytown
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 631-3390 Ext.100
or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Other Events

Saturday 7

Saturday 7

Disney’s Aristo Cats Kids: Dec. 7 and 8, 12:30
p.m., Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St.
Info: 591-6602, boxoffice@irvingtonny.gov or
http://www.irvingtontheater.com.

Irvongton Holiday Happenings & PTSA Festival: At Irvington Senior Center, Village Hall, Main
Street School, and Public Library. 10 a.m.- 5:45
p.m. Visit /www.irvingtonny.gov/625/HolidayHappenings for the complete schedule.

Rivertown Runners: Rivertown Runners group
runs multiple times
throughout the week.
Weekend group runs
on the Rockefeller State Park Preserve carriage
trails. www.rivertownrunners.org or Facebook.
All are welcome.

Health/
Wellness

Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in
touch and have fun. Beginning runners always
welcome. Visit www.meetup.com/Irvingtonrunning-Meetup/.
Healthy Life series: Phelps Memorial Hospital
Center, Sleepy Hollow, offers the community a

Sunday 8
4th Annual Holiday Lighting of the Sleepy
Hollow Lighthouse: 3-5 p.m. Presented by
Edge-on-Hudson. Free lighthouse tours, photos
with Santa, holiday music and treats available for
purchase from @leilascrepestation. Free parking
at Edge-on-Hudson, 199 Beekman Avenue,
Sleepy Hollow.

Friday 6
A Victorian Christmas: Fridays and Saturday
from Dec. 6 – Dec. 21 at the Armour-Stiner
Octagon House in Irvington. Info: https://www.
showclix.com/event/victorianchristmas
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Ongoing

Charity Concert |
Saturday 12/21
Cellist Skylar Choi and
violinist Ava Choi will
perform to benefit the
Maria Fareri Children’s
Hospital at Westchester
Medical Center, 2 p.m.
Suggested donation:
$10.

Chanukah at Ridge Hill | Sunday/22
A project of Ridge Hill, and the Chabads of: Briarcliff, Pelham,
Bronxville, Yonkers, Scarsdale, and the Rivertowns, 1-4 p.m.,
1 Ridge Hill Blvd., Yonkers. Free. Info: 693-6100.

The Aligned Center (1 Bridge St.,
Suite 64, Irvington): Mindful coworking riverfront space hosting
ongoing events including free community meditations every weekday
morning. At night, The Center is
home to The Aligned Institute,
offering community classes, talks &
workshops. Info: www.thealignedcenter.com

Sunday 15

Monday 9

Friday 21

Hollow. Info: www.writerscenter.org.

The Music Hall Market: 10 a.m., Tarrytown
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 631-3390 Ext.100
or http://tarrytownmusichall.org. Free.

Healthy Holidays: “A Talk and Tasting of Plant
Based Nutrition,” 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Toni McKeen’s Lecture: Mistletoe, Holly, and
Other Holiday Traditions, 2 p.m.

RiverArts Modern Dance Classes: Taught by
Mary Ford-Sussman. Thursdays, 12:30-2 p.m.,
Hastings Yoga, 34 Main St. Register online:
www.riverarts.org.

STIR IT UP: BrightReligious
view Senior Living and
Institution
Shames JCC on the
Hudson are joining
Programs
together one Sunday
per month for a teen
and senior adult cooking program. Teens may
contact Kayla Reisman, director of youth & teen
engagement at kreisman@shamesjcc.org or 914366-7898 Ext. 1168.

Friday 13
Clothing Closet: Christ Episcopal Church & San
Marcos, 43 S. Broadway, Tarrytown, 5 to 7 p.m.
Dec. 14 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: 631-2074.

Sunday 15
Joyous Chanukah Community Celebration:
Temple Beth Abraham 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Details: tba-ny.org/
Chanukah.

Wednesday 11
Green Reads Book Group: World Made by
Hand by James Howard Kunstler, 7 p.m. Call the
reference desk 231-3056 to request a copy of
the book.

Thursday 12
Colonel Brown’s Brown Bag Book Discussion
Group: The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael
Pollan, 1 p.m.
Author Event: Pamela Paul: How to Raise a
Reader – combining clear, practical advice with
inspiration, wisdom, tips and curated reading
lists, 7:30 p.m.

Irvington
Public Library

Events at the Irvington
Public Library, 12 South
Astor St. Info: 591-7840,
irvref@wlsmail.org or
www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Warner
Library

Events at the Warner Library,
121 North Broadway,
Tarrytown. Info: 631-7734,
warnerlibrary.org.

Monday 2
LinkedIn Workshop: 7 p.m. the popular workshop will be led by Cheryl Williams.

Wednesday 4
Wednesday Movies: Movies screened on the
following Wednesdays in December, 2 p.m.:
Dec. 4: A Quiet Passion; Dec. 11: After the Wedding and Dec. 18 A Christmas Carol (1951).

Thursday 5
Computer Programming-Learn SCRATCH:
For teens ages 13 and older. 6 p.m.

Monday 9

Monday 16

Wednesday 4

A Feast in Song: Explore the food and food
customs of Jewish communities from Poland
to India, 10 -11:30 a.m. with Rahel Musleah, an
award-winning journalist, author, singer, speaker
and educator. Shames JCC. Info: 366-7898.

Yoga With Nicole: Stretch, breath, relax with a
morning of yoga. 10:30 a.m. Also on Dec. 18.

College Planning – FAFSA: Learn how the
state can help finance your college education
with Scott Ahrens, student protection program
administrator, New York State Department of
Financial Services. 7 p.m.

Thursday 5

Thursday 12

Middle School Book Chat: 4:30 p.m. talk about
books you are reading, have read, want to read,
would recommend, wouldn’t ever want to read
again, or would love to write a sequel to.

Unspoken Tales of The Tarrytowns: Music and
dance narrative telling stories of immigrants in
our community today by composer and pianist
Pablo Mayor and dancer/choreographer Daniel
Fetecua. 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday 24
Holiday Services: Christ Church and San Marcos Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services,
43 South Broadway, Tarrytown Dec. 24, 4 p.m.:
Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist. 10:30
p.m.: Candlelight Carols and Holy Eucharist
service. Dec. 25, 11 a.m.: Holy Eucharist. info:
631-2074.

Friday 27
Chanukah Dinner And Service: 6 p.m., Temple
Beth Abraham 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown, Reform
Shabbat service, 7:30 p.m. Dinner reservation
deadline Dec. 23. Info: http://bit.ly/TBADinner.

The Dobbs
Ferry Public
Library

Events at the Dobbs Ferry
Public Library, 55 Main St.,
Dobbs Ferry. Info: 693-6614,
dobbsferrylibrary.org.

Wednesday 4
Fall Lecture Series: Famous Women Photographers, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. Registration is required.

Senior
Happenings
Senior Benefits Information Center
(SBIC):
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. a trained
counselor from SBIC is on hand at the Warner
Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask questions
outside regular counseling hours call 914-2313260.
Senior Van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday
through Friday, a van is available for seniors
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hollow
Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
Hot Lunch: Plus other activities Monday to
Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood House

Friday 6
Memoir Writing: “Memoir Writing” with Catherine Wald at 1:30 p.m. Also on Dec. 20.

Saturday 7
Holiday Happening Concert: The Rocco Dapice
Trio will perform the music from A Charlie Brown
Christmas at 2:30 p.m.

Thursday 12
Folded Holiday Book Tree: Join us in making an
impressive center piece out of a book. 5 p.m.

Friday 14

Holiday Cards: Create personalized cards with
Washi tape and creativity. 2 p.m.
Holiday Concert: The Hudson Bells and musical director Kinny Landrum will perform popular
and traditional seasonal songs. 2:30 p.m.
Art XO Studio: Yearround art classes/
programs for toddlers,
kids, teens & adults. 9
Main St., Irvington. Information online: www.
artxostudio.com.

Ongoing

Thursday 19
Thursday Evening Book Club: 7:30 p.m. The
Storied Life of A.J. Fikry. Copies of the book will
be available at the circulation desk.

Hudson Valley Writers Center - Courses,
Workshops, Readings & Events: Philipse
Manor Train Station, 300 Riverside Dr., Sleepy

in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution $3. Call
330-3855.

Bridge and Card Club: 1 p.m. Fridays.

The Neighborhood House

Tarrytown Senior Center

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown. Call 631-0205 to
register for programs, which is required.

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation is
$15.

Greenburgh Nutrition Program: See Hot
Lunch above.

Exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays.

Computer Class: 11a.m. Tuesdays (please
call).

Nickel Bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays.

Yoga on the Chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays
and Fridays.

Ongoing

Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.
Senior Canteen: informal social group, 1 p.m.
Thursdays.
Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.
Mah Jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays.
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Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club
meets on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Thursday each
month, 6:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. Call 631-7734 or
visit www.warnerlibrary.org.
Hudson Lab School: After-school and full-time
project-based elementary and middle school
learning programs that teach life skills. Students
apply their knowledge and innovate to create a
life they love. 185 Old Broadway, Hastings-onHudson. Info: www.hudsonlabschool.com.
Mah Jongg: Play Mah Jongg in a friendly, noncompetitive (no betting) gathering, Temple Beth
Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Mondays,1 p.m. Free
for Temple members, $2 per session for guests.
E-mail adulted@tba-ny.org or call Temple Office,
631-1770 for more information.
Live Music at Harper’s Restaurant: Every
Thursday night from 8-10 p.m., 92 Main St,
Dobbs Ferry. Different local performers each
week. No cover; two sets at 8:15 p.m. and 9:15
p.m. Kitchen open until 10 p.m., bar open late.
Info: www.harpersonmain.com/events.

Grape Expectations

Saturday 14

Girls Who Code Club for Girls: Saturdays
10:30 a.m. - noon, in Irvington Public Library
Programming Room. Online coding tutorials &
interactive activities for girls grades 6-12.

Irvington Library Art Exhibit: Artist Ardyth
Schuyler. Opening and reception 2:30 p.m.

Men’s Club: Wednesdays 9:45 a.m. at the
Shames JCC , Tarrytown. Varied speakers;
free to the public. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
ShamesJCC.org.

Book Club: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.
It Takes a Village 10591: Seniors meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 1 to 2:30
p.m. at The Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns, 42 N. Broadway. The program includes
a speaker, conversation, and refreshments. All
are welcome. Call 914-222-5116 or visit www.
itav10591.org.

WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT
WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE
COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.
92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591
Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Come browse our selection of
hand-selected books,
unique cards and more!
Open seven days a week.
Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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Letters
Zoning Change Near Village
Hall Should Not Be Allowed
To the Editor:
Tarrytown’s riverfront is under attack! The
Board of Trustees is proposing that, at their
“sole discretion,” they be allowed to approve
10-story zoning for the land surrounding
Village Hall. 35 feet is currently allowed
but they want to increase that to 140 feet
including “rooftop obstructions.” There has
been no widespread public notification of
the plan. The first meeting is scheduled for
nine days before Christmas.
River View
Our Village Hall’s cupola is 55’ tall. The
possible impact is almost three times that

Taxpayers Will Be Saddled
with Higher Bridge
Construction Costs
To the Editor:
Motorists and taxpayers are concerned after learning that the construction contractor for the new Tappan Zee Bridge is suing
the New York State Thruway Authority for
$900 million in additional incurred costs
for work not paid for. This includes overtime for project schedule acceleration and
change orders to the base contract for additional work. Toll hikes anticipated to begin
after 2020 may now have to be even greater
to cover these costs. This is how Governor
Andrew Cuomo always intended to find
several billion to pay for construction. The
final price tag will go up even more.
The Citizens Budget Commission previously reported that tolls on the new bridge
will likely increase from $5.00 to $10.50
after 2020.
Cuomo made a cold political calculation by promising not to raise the tolls
when running for another term in 2018.
To pay back the $1.6 billion dollar Federal

height. A building that high would obliterate the public’s view of the bridge. Pictures
show this impact which is ignored by the
proposed view monitoring points.
Main Street Character
The proposed zoning change makes no
reference to “preservation of historical resources” as presented in the 2017 Tarrytown
Connected summary. A strategy of “Transit
Oriented Development” risks putting all of
the future development’s focus on the riverfront area at the expense of a vibrant Main
Street.

Transportation Infrastructure Finance and
Improvement Act (TIFIA) loan and $1
billion Thruway Authority Bond, as well
as the up to $900 million in final bills to
the contractor, tolls may have to double or
more starting in 2021. The well-respected
Moody’s Investment Services estimated the
tolls will go up to $7.60 by 2021 and $15
by 2026 for the Thruway Authority to be
able to pay back the loan, bond and now
up to $900 million more in contractor final
payment claims.
Cuomo will exit Albany leaving taxpayers
and commuters paying higher fares, taxes
and tolls in coming years for a final project
cost closer to $5 billion than his promised
$3.98 billion to cover his tab.
There ain’t no such thing as a free lunch
or in this case, construction of a bridge. At
the end of the day, someone has to pay.
Sincerely,
Larry Penner
(Larry Penner is a transportation historian,
advocate and writer who previously worked
31 years for the Federal Transit Administration Region 2 NY Office.)
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Public Involvement
A wonderful collaborative effort created
“Tarrytown Connected” guidelines. That
team has not been consulted which is reflected in the lack of alignment between
guidelines and the zoning proposal.
Approval Scorecard
The point score system’s detail bears little
resemblance to the original Tarrytown Connected guidelines. It gives all criteria equal
weight regardless of their significance. In addition, a 25% “bonus” can be used by any
developer to get around some criteria by
writing a check. That effectively means our
principles are for sale.

Lowey:
A Great Representative
of the People
To the Editor:
I was saddened to read in these pages
that Congresswoman Nita Lowey is retiring. With her retirement will come an
end to a career of a woman who not only
has represented her constituents, I among
them, with honor and integrity, but more
importantly educational institutions such
as Sesame Street and Public Broadcasting
Stations. I know this from firsthand experience with Congresswoman Lowey.
During the early 1990’s I worked at Thirteen/WNET, the tri-state’s most prominent PBS station. It was a challenging time
as there were those who wanted to defund
PBS, and a host of other cultural supporting institutions. I was tasked with thwarting that effort.
It was very early on in Congresswoman
Lowey’s tenure as a Representative, but she
was not only someone I knew as my Representative, I knew she would help champion
our cause.

Details Available
It’s easy to get lost in details of the 24-page
document describing this requested zoning
change. A “Cliff Notes” two-page version
of highlights and summaries is available at
www.goneforever-55.com, along with related material.
Meeting on 12/16 8 p.m.
Given significance of the above issues, we
encourage all residents to attend the December 16 meeting.
Dave Barnett
Dolf Beil
Howard Smith

I set up a meeting with her, my boss and
me to meet just outside of the floor of the
House of Representatives as she was hard
at work doing the people’s work. My boss
and I were impressed with her businesslike
and straightforward approach in the manner at hand. It took a bit of convincing for
Congresswoman Lowey to accept being an
advocate for PBS and Big Bird, but she was
fully committed and was relentless. Her
commitment to PBS, Sesame Street, the
National Endowment for Humanities and
the National Endowment for the Arts has
remained steadfast since then.
I know she’s looking forward to spending
time with her children and grandchildren.
But I want her to know that she’s always
welcomed on Sesame Street where, because
of her efforts, there will continue to be
“Sunny Days” as the Sesame Street theme
song goes.
Dan Rodriguez

World-Renowned Quantum Physicist to
Speak in Dobbs Ferry
Professor Dovid Yehuda (Tom) Imbo
is currently an associate professor of Physics at the University of Illinois. But how he
got there, growing up in the rough streets
of Chicago’s Near West Side, getting his
Ph.D. at the University of Texas, and then
doing post-doctoral work as a member of
the Society of Fellows at Harvard represents
only part of his exceptional life. An expert
in Quantum Physics, Dr. Imbo became
fascinated with the parallels of his field to

the Hebrew Bible or Torah and converted
to Judaism in 2017. He will speak on the
subject of his life’s journey, the nature and
origin of time in Physics and Torah, and
the nature and logic of existence in physics
and kabbalah, the ancient Jewish tradition
of mystical interpretation of the Bible. Dr.
Imbo’s speech will happen on December 11
at 8 pm, and is sponsored in Dobbs Ferry by
Chabad of the Rivertowns. Registration is at
www.chabadrt/lecture.

Corrections:
“The Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns and The Old Dutch” (October 2019).
The Reformed Church in America was formed in 1628 in New Amsterdam (now
New York City). There are more than 1,000 congregations across the US and Canada
(not 100 as stated in the article). The pipe organ in the Old Dutch Church was installed in 1998 (not 1991). The Hudson Independent regrets the errors.
In an article in November, it incorrectly stated that car chargers in the Village of
Tarrytown would always be free for residents. While the village does not currently
charge for the car chargers, the Board of Trustees has stated the village would be
charging drivers to plug in and draw electricity in the future. The Hudson Independent
regrets the error.
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Beautiful Smile
Not
everyone
was born
with it...

Affordable Gentle Dental Care at

Broadway Cosmetic Dentistry
(formerly West Hill Dental)

New Teeth In A Day!
PREMIER

NEW PATIENTS*
• Thorough Examination
• Oral Cancer Screening
• X-Rays
• Basic Teeth Cleaning

IMPLANT SPECIALISTS

$

Serving Putnam & Westchester Counties

3 End Embarassment
3 Prevent Premature
Teeth Loss
3 Eat Whatever You Like
3 Grow Stronger & Healthier 3 Eliminate Sore Gums
3 Look Better
“Enjoy The Simple
3 Permanient Solution To
3 Feel Good About Yourself
Problem Dentures
Pleasures In Life Again”
Tired of loose fitting dentures?

We Have the Solution!

BEFORE

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

AFTER

89

Reg.
$425

*unless gum disease is present

BLEEDING GUMS?
• Teeth Feel Loose?
• Partial Denture Loose?
• Gum Disease can cause
serious Health Issues!

FREE GUM
EVALUATION!

NOW AVAILABLE:

The Prettau Permanent
Implant Bridge!
Implant supported bridge
• 100% Zirconia • No Acrylic
• No Chipping • No Compromises!

TIME FOR CONFIDENCE
IN YOUR SMILE!

Call For a FREE Complimentary Consultation Or Second Opinion

Call 914-631-5222
128 South Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591
We reserve the right to submit for insurance reimbursement to the doctor for exam, consultation & X-ray

Se Habla Español

Starting
At

3,999

$

Make a
Free
Consultation
Appointment
Today!

