


by Kira Ratan

They’ve held the number one spot on their 
respective girls and boys squash team at The 
Masters School in Dobbs Ferry since they 
arrived from Egypt several years ago.  Each 
has won national squash titles while in the 
U.S., so it’s no surprise that Nouran Youssef 
and Taha Dinana have been heavily re-
cruited by first-tier college squash programs. 
This winter, they have committed to play 
next year at the college level—Nouran for 
#2-ranked Trinity College and Taha for the 
University of Virginia (UVA), ranked eighth 
in the nation this season.

Youssef, 17, started playing squash back 
home in Alexandria, Egypt at the age of six, 
prompted by her parents who wanted her to 
lose weight. “I was a chubby kid when I was 
younger, and my parents just wanted me to 
get into a sport,” she said. But what started 
as exercise turned into a passion. “Squash 

is very popular in Egypt, so it was a good 
opportunity with all the good coaches avail-
able.”

At the age of eight, she began to play in 
national tournaments throughout Egypt. 
She joined the Egyptian national team when 
she was only ten and began playing interna-
tionally as well. In 2015, Youssef made her 
debut at the U.S. Junior Squash Open and 
walked away with first place. Sahel Anwar, a 
coach from Masters, watched her and asked 
her if she would be interested in coming to 
study in America. “I never thought I would 
go to America to study,” she recalled, “but 
there was a lot going on in Egypt politically 
at the time and my parents thought why 
not, I mean it’s a better education and a bet-
ter future.”

Once at Masters, Youssef became unstop-
pable from her freshman year on. She went 
on to win the U.S. Open twice more, in 
2017 and again in 2018, and placed third 

in the 2019 tournament. Before and during 
her years at Masters, she has been ranked 
number one in all age groups, from under 
11 up to 17, when she aged out of junior 
rankings. 

Aside from her passion for squash, Youssef 
enjoys the academic side of her experience 

at Masters. She is a strong math student and 
loves the subject. She believes that coming 
to America has furthered her educational 
experience more than anything Egypt could 
have offered, especially as a woman. 

Youssef had been talking seriously with 
Princeton and says she was told that all she 
had to do was apply. When she did apply, 
however, Princeton called and said they 
would not be able to offer her a spot after 
all. She considered returning to Egypt but 
eventually accepted Trinity’s offer. 

Dinana, 17, grew up playing squash in 
Cairo from the age of 10. After winning 
most of the national tournaments available 
to him in Egypt, he won top ranking in his 
country for players under 17. That’s when 
Anwar sought him out, as well. “It was a 
much better opportunity to study, even 
though Egypt has better opportunities for 
squash,” he said of Masters’ offer to come 
and study there. 
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by Tom Pedulla

Abby Conklin, a senior point guard at Ir-
vington, possesses a deeper understanding 
of the essence of her sport than the Nation-
al Basketball Association’s shot-crazed stars.

“The best thing is making a good pass,” 
she said. “It’s team ball and not being self-
ish.”

Conklin’s selflessness goes a long way to-
ward explaining why Irvington captured 
its sixth state championship last season, 
routing Section 5 representative Midlakes, 
71-38, in the Class B title game at Hudson 
Valley Community College in Troy, N.Y. 
The Bulldogs finished 29-1.

Her ability to make passes that fellow se-
nior guard Nikki May describes as “insane” 
goes a long way toward explaining why she 
is looking forward to a Division 1 college 
career. She has signed a letter of intent to 
play for Fairleigh Dickinson University in 
Hackensack, N.J.

“She knows exactly where to pass the 
ball, when to pass it,” May said.

When junior center Grace Thybulle was 
asked whether Irvington could have won it 

all in 2019 without Conklin, she replied, 
“Definitely not. She was the catalyst to our 
success.”

Gina Maher, the school’s legendary 
coach, knew early that Conklin had the po-
tential to develop into a special player. She 
kept her on the varsity as a freshman and 
watched her grow through lessons taught 
by the coaching staff and also by girls in the 
upper classes.

“She just keeps getting stronger and 

stronger. She works really hard at the 
game,” Maher said. “She loves basketball 
and the whole idea of making herself bet-
ter.”

Conklin dreamed of playing for Maher 
when she was growing up in Irvington. It 
was everything she hoped for – and more.

“She’s a second mother to me,” she said 
of Maher. “She always seems to have an-
swers. She’s always there for you.

“If I text her, she’ll respond a second 
later. If I have a question, she’ll give me a 
call. She’s always been there. To play under 
her all four years, I don’t have words for it,” 
Conklin added.

Conklin embodies the kind of player Ma-
her seeks to develop with her ability to lift 
the games of her teammates. She sees the 
court extremely well and has a knack for 
anticipating the action. She knows where 
each teammate needs to receive the ball on 
the offensive end to be most effective.

“She’s so dedicated to the game and to 
the team,” May said. “Being next to her 
and seeing her grow for four years has just 
been awesome. She’s amazing.”

Teammates know what they can expect 

from Conklin game after game.
“She’s always been so consistent and 

steady. She always just performs,” Thybulle 
said. “She’s a great leader on the floor be-
cause she is able to lead by example and 
keep the nerves down.”

Conklin’s makeup is close to ideal.
“If she misses a shot, she doesn’t let it up-

set her. She knows the next one is going 
in,” Maher said.  “I think that is why she 
is so consistent. She doesn’t let it get into 
her head.”

Conklin was an All-League and All-Sec-
tion performer as a junior. She showed the 
way with the state title on the line. She net-
ted a game-high 20 points, including five 
three-pointers, to go with five steals, four 
assists and three rebounds.

As Conklin winds down her high school 
career, it appears unlikely that her team can 
repeat. The graduation of three seniors, 
coupled with a spate of injuries, has been 
hard to overcome.

Whatever the outcome, Conklin earned 
a state championship no one can take away.

“It meant the world,” she said of bringing 
the trophy back to Irvington.

Irvington Point Guard Relishes Sharing the Spotlight

Masters School Squash Stars Commit to Top College Programs

Sports

www.PushTrainingStudio.com  | 914-274-8388
50 South Buckhout St. | Suite 304 | Irvington | NY 10533 

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 3 Sessions $149

Taha Dinana grew up playing squash in Cairo.

Abby Conklin scored the 1,000th point in her 
career in a game on January 29. 

—Photo by the Irvington School District
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quantum computer, I was able to prove the 
effectiveness of such error-correcting codes 
for future research.”

“We are so incredibly proud of Rishit 
on this extraordinary accomplishment,” 
said teacher Stephanie Schilling, who, with 
teachers Nadia Parikka and Geraldine Win-
terroth, supervise the High School’s Science 
Research Program.  “It has been a pleasure 
to watch him develop into a young scien-
tist through the Science Research program. 
Rishit has put countless hours into his re-
search and scientific paper. His hard work 
and dedication are admirable.”   

Irvington School District Superintendent 
Dr. Kristopher Harrison called Gupta’s 
achievement, “a much-deserved recognition. 
During his educational journey through our 
schools, he has continued to be passionate 
about his learning and always takes advan-
tage of every opportunity available to him.  
He is an impressive young man whose com-
mitment and ownership to his learning is 
inspiring.” 

Harrison also lauded the District’s Science 

Research Program. “Under the direction of 
our talented faculty there have been oppor-
tunities for our students to explore exciting 
areas of the sciences.  In recent years, our 
students have been very successful in their 
research with many receiving recognition 
for their work. The growth of the science 
research program has been complemented 
by many other enriching initiatives that are 
outgrowths of the District’s strategic plan 
such as the implementation of a compre-
hensive K-12 STEM program, Destination 
Imagination teams at the elementary, mid-
dle and high school levels and participation 
in the Science Olympiad program.”

Of the 300 seniors competing for a “fi-
nalist” title awarded to 40 students late last 
month, only one Westchester student, Hol-
ly Chen, from Horace Greeley High School, 
Chappaqua, made it to that level. 

Regeneron, headquartered in Tarrytown, 
engaged with the Society for Science & the 
Public in 2017 as the third sponsor of the 
Science Talent Search, enabling the overall 
award distribution to nearly double. Prior 
recipients of the program have gone on to 
receive many honors, including 13 Nobel 
Prizes.

18    The Hudson Independent    February 2020				    www.thehudsonindependent.com

Buddy’s
Barking Lot

Doggie Day Care,
Boarding & Grooming

Check us out at:
BuddysBarkingLot.com

On Facebook, Twitter @BuddysLot
Or Instagram @LotBuddys

914-345-3000

Wanting to enhance the academic side of 
his life as well as to play nationally in the 
U.S. he saw Masters as a place where he 
could be noticed by college coaches. He left 
Cairo and came to America for his sopho-
more year and soon after began playing in 
big tournaments. As a Masters student, he 
participated in five major national tourna-
ments, earning first place in four and second 
in one.

While Dinana’s main focus is squash, 
he has developed a passion for economics. 
“Economics has always been my favorite 
subject, back home in Egypt and here,” he 
said. He has been able to explore the field in 
more depth in America and is now planning 
on studying economics in college. 

Heavily recruited by many colleges, he 
narrowed the choices down to UVA, Co-
lumbia, and George Washington Univer-
sity, all of which had given him the “green 
light” on admission. In November, Dinana 
made the decision to go to UVA and says 
he’s excited to continue playing squash at a 
high level and delve further into his love for 
economics. 

Youssef and Dinana will be missed when 
they graduate in the spring. The boys’ team 
at Masters, with Nouran joining Taha on 
the roster, won the New York State champi-
onship in 2017 and placed second in 2018. 
At their respective colleges, they will contin-
ue to take advantage of all the opportunities 
open to them. “Giving up has never been 
in my vocabulary,” Youssef explained, “and 
it makes me so happy to see that I’ve been 
successful not only at squash but at advanc-
ing my education.”

Continued from page 17

Squash
Continued from page 15
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by Clara Firpo-Cappiello

On February 23rd (from 2-4 p.m.), the 
Irvington Th eater will host “Build a Bigger 
Table,” a free event designed to off er audi-
ence members an opportunity to hear from 
neighbors who have personally experienced 
the presence of homelessness and food in-
security around us. 

Many across the country, and even in 
Westchester and the rivertowns, struggle 
to fi nd their next meal, or do not have a 
constant home. Not having food security, 
however, does not necessarily mean that 
one is homeless. A signifi cant number of 
rivertowns residents have homes but still 
may not have enough money or steady in-
come to ensure that dinner will be on the 
table every night. 

As per moveforhunger.org, 2,261,250 
people in New York alone are food inse-
cure, and 91,897 are homeless. Th ese num-
bers are some of the highest in the country. 

Several of the event speakers have expe-
rienced homelessness and food insecurity. 
Participants include Laura Case, a board 
member of Community Voices Heard (a 
nonprofi t organization that addresses fair 
wages, housing, and homelessness). Doug-
lass DeCandia works with incarcerated in-
dividuals and speaks about the importance 
of human relationships. Retired police of-

fi cer Jeff  Meyer, a full-time volunteer at the 
Ridgeway Church Food Pantry, and Dale 
Williams, the Executive Director of Mid-
night Run, will share their stories. A video 
will be presented from House of the Roses 
Dance Company (a nonprofi t organization 
that brings the joy of dance, movement, 
and creative self-expression to at-risk chil-
dren and youth in New York City homeless 
shelters and community centers).

Moderating the event will be Irvington 
resident, Richard Lobel (whose award-win-
ning one-act play, “A Two Hundred Dollar 

Rhinoceros,” tells the poignant story of a 
chance encounter between two men, one 
of whom is homeless).

I spoke with Kim Gilligan, an Irvington 
Th eater Commissioner and producer of the 
Diversity Series, about the event.

Q: Why is it important to speak more 
openly about homelessness and food insecu-
rity?

A: “We, the Irvington Th eater Com-
missioners, think that our Diversity Series 
audiences are so giving and engaged. We 
love that these events give people a chance 

to hear new perspectives and possibly get 
more involved. For this particular event 
we are not only collecting monetary do-
nations which are sorely needed, but we 
are also collecting toiletries as well as new 
socks and underwear that can be given to 
people in need.”

Q: How can events like this make a dif-
ference?

A: “Build a Bigger Table, to me, means 
to invite people in. Share your resources. 
Reach out to others in need.”
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FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7 & 9:30 PM SETS

W E S T C H E S T E R ‘ S  O N LY 
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1 DIXON LANE, TARRYTOWN
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Build a Bigger Table February 23 at Irvington Th eater
Arts & Entertainment

River’s Edge Th eatre Company will pres-
ent In Th e Next Room (or Th e Vibrator Play)
at Irvington Th eater on Saturday, February 
29 at 7:30 p.m. Th e Tony award-nominated 
play, written by Sarah Ruhl and directed 
by Hastings-on-Hudson resident Sara 
Wolkowitz, features local actors Jessica Ari-
nella, Aisling Dono, Ed Herbstman, Grego-
ry Jones, Sioux Madden, and Lauren Orkus, 
as well as NYC-based actor, Namakula Mu. 
(Visit www.artful.ly/store/events/19518 for 
tickets.)

Proceeds will benefi t Equality Now (www.

equalitynow.org), a non-profi t women’s 
rights organization that addresses violence 
and discrimination against women and girls 
around the world. Equality Now’s interna-
tional network of lawyers, activists and sup-
porters work to achieve legal and systemic 
change — holding governments responsible 
for ending legal inequality, sex traffi  cking, 
sexual violence, and harmful practices such 
as “child marriage.”

In the Next Room (or Th e Vibrator Play) 
is set in the 1880’s at the dawn of the age 
of electricity. Th e plot is based on the myth 

that doctors used vibrators to treat “hysteri-
cal” women (and some men); the play cen-
ters on a doctor and his wife and how his 
new therapy aff ects their entire household. 
Other themes include Victorian perspec-
tives on desire, motherhood, breastfeeding, 
and jealousy.

 “It’s a fascinating play,” said director 
Wolkowitz, “written as a farce but about a 
really intense topic. Sometimes comedy can 
help us understand and work through very 
serious subject matter. And in theater, the 

River’s Edge to Present In The Next Room 
(or The Vibrator Play) February 29

MORE» on page 27
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by Linda Viertel

With the advent of a new year, comes the 
delightful prospect of new theatre.  From 
February 28 to  March 21, Lyndhurst’s pic-
ture gallery will be the site of Shakespeare’s 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, produced 
by the M&M Performing Arts Company, 
Inc. Set in Victorian dress, to complement 
the Gothic Revival masterpiece it will be 
performed in, the audience will have an up 
close and personal view of the young lovers 
who fall in and out of love, a blundering 
troupe of actors and their misadventures, 
and the spell mischievous fairies cast in 
the forest they all inhabit during the play’s 
course of one magical night. It’s the perfect 
antidote to winter’s chill. 

Then “hold on to your hats” for The 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged), a fun fast-paced farce that in-
cludes all 37 plays in 90 minutes. It will 
be performed from March 1 to 22. “Three 
whacky actors weave their wicked way 

through all of Shakespeare’s comedies, 
histories and tragedies in one wild ride 
that will leave you breathless. If you like 
Shakespeare, you’ll love this show. If you 
hate Shakespeare, you’ll love it even more,” 
states M& M’s press release.

But, who are the theatre-loving folks 
behind M&M Performing Arts, Lynd-
hursts’ resident theatre company? Me-
linda O’Brien and Michael Muldoon (the 
husband and wife “M&Ms”) met in high 
school, married in college, live in Yorktown 
Heights and have been acting, directing 
and producing with M&M, their non-
profit organization, since 2000. Muldoon’s 
and O’Brien’s initial inspiration “….was 
to create theatre,” as Muldoon says, “in li-
braries, senior citizen centers, and schools 
- bringing theatre to these community’s 
venues.” They plan each season themselves, 
often with site specific locations in mind, 
not to mention audience appeal. 

M&M has performed at the Lyndhurst 
site for the past 8 years. “It is an abso-

lute pleasure to be inside the 19th cen-
tury Gothic masterpiece,” Muldoon states, 
“And, when the opportunity arises to per-
form there, we are delighted to do so.” 
Their concept works: utilizing architectur-
ally elaborate settings, often with stunning 
design details that would be impossible 
to reproduce, obviates the need to cre-
ate elaborate sets. Muldoon and O’Brien 
bring in the lighting, own or rent an array 
of costumes, and their high-quality actors 
hail from the local area as well as New York 
City. Many of their actors have performed 
multiple parts over the years, but several 
new cast members participate each year.

Partnering with Red Monkey Theatre 
Group, M&M also performs at the Bartow-
Pell Mansion Museum in Pelham Bay Park 
as well as the continuing Library Theater 
Series. Free performances will be offered 
in libraries throughout the Hudson Valley 
and Connecticut starting this Spring. Since 
2000, M&M has managed to create over 
75 productions, traveling to more than 50 

venues throughout the region. 
For the Lyndhurst productions, O’Brien 

will be directing A Midsummer Night’s  
Dream, and Muldoon will be directing The 
Complete Works of Shakespeare (Abridged) 
plus acting in both productions!  This im-
presario certainly “wears many hats.” The 
team thinks of everything: “We’ve set up 
performances so audiences can see both 
plays on the same day: a matinee in the 
afternoon, then have dinner in the river-
towns and return for the evening perfor-
mance.” Two different theatrical experi-
ences in a spectacular venue (with plenty 
of parking), and dinner at one of the river-
towns’ engaging restaurants. Now, that will 
be a “date day” to remember!

(For ages 13+; all tickets are $40. Visit: 
Lyndhurst.org and go to showclix.com to 
purchase tickets. Join the conversation at 
Twitter: @LyndhurstNY and Instagram@
Lyndhurst Mansion. Follow the event 
with#lyndhurstmansion.)

All of Shakespeare (!) At Lyndhurst

RENT MY RIGHT BRAIN.
GET THE LEFT ONE FREE.

FOR A LIMITED-TIME, when you rent out the right half of my brain 
(with all the great creative conceptual thinking in it) you'll also get the 
use of the left side, where my organizational and production skills live. 

Arts & Entertainment

(Left) Actors in The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged): (L-R:) Catherine Saraceno as Hermia and Rena Gavigan as Helen in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
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Veteran Chef/owners Scott Fratangelo and his wife 
Heather (the restaurant’s pastry chef and engaging hostess 
on weekends) opened L’Inizio in January 2013, with the 
bar to follow two years later, after a successful nine-year 
run at their two-star restaurant, Spigolo on Manhattan’s 
East Side. With a move to Westchester and a family on 
the way, the Fratangelo’s decided it was time to create a 
new cozy, local eatery in the same model: utilizing locally 
sourced produce and developing relationships with grow-
ers and meat providers (Heather is Matt Campbell’s – of 
Campbell Meats in Dobbs Ferry- sister-in-law), they have 
succeeded far beyond their original expectations. 

L’Inizio evidences Chef Fratangelo’s expertise gleaned 
from five years of experience in Danny Meyer’s kitchens at 
Union Square Café and Gramercy Tavern as well as from 
the demands of creating his own highly rated Manhattan 
eatery. His maître d’, sommelier, and general manager, 
David Kurdys, brings his own Manhattan restaurant ex-
periences from such stellar restaurants as Patroon, Jojo and 
Jean-Georges. Now a Westchester resident, he explains the 
joys of working in a family-run restaurant. “It’s smaller, 
and everybody does everything.” And, he’s right: L’Inizio 
feels like a community of like-minded souls who seriously 
care about high-quality food, hospitality and home-made 
preparations. 

Fratangelo’s Mediterranean menu features signature 
dishes, ever popular since opening: baked clams with ba-
con in bagna cauda, chicken liver pate with crisp crostini 
and apple moutarda, and ricotta cavatelli with fennel sau-
sage Bolognese and parmigiana.  Specials change daily and 
are listed on the blackboard. But, there are so many invit-
ing choices “per tavolo,” primi, pasta and secondi choices 
for those who love meat, fish and vegetable dishes, it would 
be hard to pick a favorite. House-made chicken sausage 
graces the chicken scarpariello for those who eschew pork. 
Chef Fratangelo is that careful in creating his plates.

Tasty winter vegetables receive deft treatment: crispy 
Brussels sprouts are served with sriracha aioli and cider 
gastrique; golden beets accompany burrata with a comple-
ment of beet puree, pistachios and cara cara orange; kale 
salad is topped with goat cheese, dried cherries, crispy shal-
lots in a sherry vinaigrette, creste di gallo (ruffled whole-
grain) pasta is flavored with wild mushrooms, kale, truffle 
oil,  and parmigiana; and market steak gets the full treat-
ment with parsnip  puree, roasted squash, and red onion. 
L’Inizio’s famous gouda burger, layered with roasted to-
mato, arugula, B&B pickles, and lavished with a flavorful 

horseradish aioli becomes a fulsome dinner with the addi-
tion of crispy fingerling potatoes.

Heather’s home-made desserts (literally created in their 
Rye Brook home) feature bomboloni (Italian doughnuts) 
with cinnamon sugar and coffee panna cotta for dipping, a 
warm chocolate tart with her signature vanilla semifreddo 
and a “cookie board” providing five delectable choices, not 
to mention her famous New York cheesecake. 

A prix-fixe menu for $33 Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday brings Restaurant Week to L’Inizio year-long. It’s 

an unbeatable and delicious deal. 
L’Inizio’s bar serves a full menu as well, presided over by 

veteran mixologist David Shermet. He is constantly exper-
imenting,  creating seasonal and standard cocktails com-
plemented by his barrel-aged cocktail offerings: the spirits 
in these cocktails have been aged in American charred oak 
barrels for 2 weeks. Negronis, sazeracs and margaritas have 
never tasted better. 

Kurdys selects his extensive wine list with consummate 
knowledge and the express goal of pairing wines with his 
chef ’s Mediterranean preparations. He has found moder-
ately priced Portuguese, Sicilian and Spanish wines  along 
with a full selection of Italian, French and Californian 
reds, whites and roses. L’Inizio’s wine list also offers Super 
Tuscans plus a Reserve List for full-bodied choices. Kurdys  
features wine specials every two weeks, and these are post-
ed on the blackboard.

With seating for 14, the bar is humming, especially on 
weekends. The room’s burnished pine woods walls, beamed 
ceiling and charming lighting create such a welcoming at-
mosphere, thanks to Heather Fratangelo’s design, that it’s 
become a destination dining spot. Rough-hewn wainscot-
ing, soft ochre walls, and small rooms help diners hear one 
another during dinner at L’Inizio- an oft over-looked as-
pect of enjoying the dining out experience.  The back room 
can be closed off via a charming barn door for private par-
ties, if needed, and seats 30; an ante room seats 10; a main 
dining room seats 30 and all provide inviting small gather-
ing places for diners who enjoy great food, good wine and 
one another in a convivial atmosphere. “Diners feel like 
L’Inizio is an extension of their homes,” said Kurdys. And, 
that’s exactly what a neighborhood bistro should be.

Food for Thought

L’Inizio: 
An Inviting 
Neighborhood 
Bistro

L’Inizio and Bar L’Inizio   
698 Saw Mill River Road, Ardsley
Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 5-10 p.m. Fri.- Sat. 5-11 p.m.  Sun. 5-9 p.m.
Happy Hour at Bar L’Inizio: Tues.-Fri. 5-7 p.m.
(914) 693-5400  |  To go orders: liniziony.com
Parking: On street plus in a next door lot 
Private parties  |  Catering available

If You Go

Top: a tasteful plating of market fresh fish with celery root puree, 
celery root steak, shitake mushroom, pine nuts, and pickled 
celery root;  Left: pastrami spiced pork tenderloin accompanied 
by Brussels sprouts, cipollini onions, apple and bacon marma-
lade; Bottom Left: pasta presented as mint casarecce with lamb 
bolognese, whipped ricotta, and parmigiana.

by Linda Viertel

T he deep pleasure of experiencing a warm and invit-
ing neighborhood bistro can never be over-estimat-
ed. When my husband and I walked into Bar L’Inizio, 

he turned to me and said, “I love this place,” even though 
we hadn’t even begun to enjoy our dinner. That was an en-
gaging start, which is exactly what L’Inizio” means — a 

beginning. 
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Gerald Inzar, 47
Gerald L. Inzar, known as “Gee The Bar-

ber,” died January 27. He was 47.
Beloved husband of Karina and cher-

ished father of Gerald the III, Mr. Inzar 
was a Sleepy Hollow High School gradu-
ate and lifelong local resident. He was the 
proud owner of Get Your Head Right Bar-
bershop in Sleepy Hollow. He was known 
for his incredible work ethic, generous and 
positive attitude, and being a dedicated 
husband and father.

Margaret Moccia, 97
Margaret M. Moccia, a lifelong resident 

of Dobbs Ferry, died January 22. She was 
97.

Born and raised in Dobbs Ferry, on 
March 7, 1942, she married Anthony 
Moccia at Our Lady of Pompeii Church 
where they remained parishioners. She was 
predeceased by her beloved husband An-
thony in 2005. She was the last survivor of 
her 15 brothers and sisters.

Stephen Farenga, 55
Stephen Gerard Farenga, a resident of 

Tarrytown, died January 8. He was 55.
He was educated at Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel elementary school in Elmsford, 
and Fordham Preparatory School in the 
Bronx. He attended Georgetown Univer-
sity until he was severely injured in a mug-

ging near the campus. Rather than return 
after his convalescence, he tried a variety 
of jobs, but his favorite and longest lasting 
was a volunteer position as DJ and mu-
sic director for the noncommercial radio 
station WDFH-FM in Dobbs Ferry. He 
was married for several years beginning 
in 1991, and during that time he worked 
as store manager for Egghead Software in 
Greenburgh. After his divorce, he found a 
job in printing, and by 1998 he was work-
ing for Quad Graphics in Manhattan. He 
stayed with Quad for 17 years, serving 
as the printing sponsor for several clients 
including Harper’s, Details, and W maga-
zines.

Mr. Farenga met the love of his life, Alisa 
Golden, at Quad in 1999. In 2015, they 
eloped to New Mexico and got married. 
He enjoyed his enduring interests in his-
tory, politics, cartooning, and rock music. 
He was a devoted animal lover all his life 
and volunteered at the Elmsford Humane 
Society. Under the pen name SteveStrum-
mer he was an avid contributing editor to 
Wikipedia for more than 10 years, with 
a focus on French and British history. 
He lived in his favorite place, Tarrytown, 
since 2000. He was diagnosed with ALS 
in April 2015 and was an inspiration to all 
who met him as he bravely adapted to his 
declining health over the years.

Though ALS took away his physical 
abilities, including speech, his brain was 
not affected, and he mastered the difficult 

technique of using his eyes to control a 
computer so he could write and edit ar-
ticles, emails, texts, and hold conversa-
tions. His eloquence and thoughtfulness 
were profound despite having no voice. 
His joy and playfulness never left him, 
and he enjoyed making and hearing jokes 
and pranks, sharing music and videos, and 
being in the company of his friends and 
family. 

Walter Ceconi, 87
Walter James Ceconi, a lifelong Sleepy 

Hollow resident, died January 16. He was 
87.

He was born in North Tarrytown and 
graduated from North Tarrytown High 
School in 1951. During the Korean War, 
he served in the U.S. Army. He married 
Barbara Tuttle at Immaculate Conception 
Church in 1964.

Mr. Ceconi was an electrician with 
the IBEW until his retirement. He was a 
proud member of the IBEW Union. He 
was a member of Columbia Hose of the 
Sleepy Hollow Fire Department, a parish-
ioner of St. Teresa of Avila Church and a 
member of the Sleepy Hollow GOP. He 
was also an avid gardener.

Patricia Marrinan, 81
Patricia Elizabeth Marrinan (née Kraft), 

a resident of Tarrytown, died peacefully 

January 20 in Rhinebeck, New York. She 
was 81.

Born in White Plains, she was a dedicat-
ed registered nurse in White Plains Hospi-
tal for many years and with many friends. 
She loved being a nurse, which had been 
a dream of hers as a child. She was quite 
active and loved to walk, ride her bike, and 
exercise. She was a considerate, loving in-
dividual who loved music and singing; and 
who was passionate about her children and 
grandchildren. She was an incredibly car-
ing and loving person.

John Trenholm, Jr., 82
John E. Trenholm, Jr., a resident of De-

land, Florida and former longtime resident 
of Dobbs Ferry, died January 21. He was 
82.

Locally, Mr. Trenholm dedicated 50 
years of service with the Dobbs Ferry Fire 
Department Ogden Engine Company 
(Ex-Chief ), Boy Scout Troop #24 Scout 
Master and volunteered at CAMP READ. 
He also was a volunteer member of De-
land Methodist Church Disaster Team in 
Florida. For many years he worked as a 
draftsman for Anaconda in Hastings be-
fore joining his father at John E. Trenholm 
& Son in Dobbs Ferry. 

Obituaries





Wednesday 12

Books@Night: 7:30 
p.m.,Temple Beth 
Abraham 25 Leroy Ave., 
Tarrytown, Ariel Samson: 
Freelance Rabbi by 
MaNishtana. RSVP: 631-

1770 or adulted@tba-ny.org.

Thursday 13

Warner Book Group: 7 p.m., Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine. Warner Library Reading Room.

Thursday 20

Colonel Brown’s Brown Bag Book Discussion 
Group: Something in the Water by Catherine 
Steadman at the Dobbs Ferry Public Library. 

Irvington Book Club: 7:30 p.m., Irvington 
Public. Valentine’s Revenge by Allen Ginsberg. 
Copies of the book will be available at the circu-
lation desk.

Tuesday 25

Mystery Book Group: Bluebird, Bluebird by 
Attica Locke. Warner Library, 11 a.m. Books are 
available at the circulation desk. 

Tuesday 11

Jay and Silent Bob 
Reboot Roadshow 
with Kevin Smith: Jay 
& Silent Bob Reboot, 
followed by a Q & A with 
Smith. 8 p.m., Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St. 
Info:  631-3390 Ext.100 

or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Wednesday 12

Rivertown Film: Amazing Grace, Feb. 12, 8 
p.m., Nyack Center. Lost in the Stars, Feb. 22, 
7 p.m., Rockland Center for the Arts. 27 S. 
Greenbush Rd., West Nyack. Feb. 29, 8 p.m., 
sixth annual INSPIRED! benefit for Rivertown 
Film., Nyack Center. Info: https://rivertownfilm.
org/calendar/ or. 845-353-2568.

Craig ALAN, New 
Works:  Exhibit until 
Feb.16, Canfin Gallery, 
39 Main St., Tarrytown. 
Info: 332 4554 or www.
CanfinGallery.com.

Wednesday 5

Local Artist Exhibit: 
The works of Dobbs 
Ferry resident Harriet 

Cherry Cheney and other members of the Textile 
Study Group of New York, from Feb. 5 through 
23, Westbeth Gallery, 55 Bethune St., Manhat-
tan. Info: www.tsgny.org or www.harrietcheney.
com.

Sunday 9

Salon Sunday: Six artists will demonstrate their 
art in their studios from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: 
https://riverarts.org/salon-sundays.

Saturday 29

Patrick Rubenstein, New Works: February 29 
through March 22, Canfin Gallery, 39 Main St, 
Tarrytown. Info: 332 4554 or www.CanfinGallery.
com.

Saturday 8

Hollywood Nights: A 
Bob Seger Experience: 
8 p.m., Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 
631-3390 Ext.100 or 
http://tarrytownmusi-

chall.org.

Sunday 9

Westchester Symphonic Winds Contrasts: 
3 p.m., Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 
631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Friday 14

A Classical Valentine’s Day Concert; Chopin, 
Champagne & Chocolate: Cellist Byron Duck-
wall and pianist Katya Grineva,7 p.m., Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 631-3390 Ext.100 
or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 15

Hudson Valley Electric 
Jazz Band Perfor-
mance: 8 p.m., Irvington 

Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St. Info: 591-6602, 
boxoffice@irvingtonny.gov or http://www.irving-
tontheater.com/.

Sunday 16

The Allman Betts Band: 7 p.m.,Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 631-3390 Ext.100 
or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 21

Blue Oyster Cult Concert: 8 p.m., Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 631-3390 Ext.100 
or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 22

Elvin Bishop & Charlie Musselwhite Concert: 
8 p.m.,Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  
631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Friday 28

Lotus Land & Awaken: A Tribute to the Music 
of Rush & YES, at 8 p.m., Tarrytown Music Hall, 
13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tar-
rytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 29

The High Kings Concert: 8 p.m., Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 631-3390 Ext.100 
or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 7

The Mystery of Edwin Drood: Presented by 
the Clocktower Players Community Theater of 
the Rivertowns: Teen Troupe, Feb. 7 and 8 at 
7:30 p.m. Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85 Main 
St. Info: 591-6602, boxoffice@irvingtonny.gov or 

http://www.irvingtontheater.com.

Paul Reiser Concert: 8 p.m., Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St. Info: 631-3390 Ext.100 or 
http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Thursday 20

Bob Saget Concert:  8 p.m., Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 Ext.100 or 
http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 28

A Midsummer Night’s Dream: February 28 
through March 21 at Lyndhurst, 650 S. Broad-
way, Tarrytown. Info: https://www.showclix.com/
event/a-midsummer-night-s-dream-2020//

Saturday 29

In the Next Room: River’s Edge Theatre Com-
pany has announced the second staged reading 
of its inaugural season, 7:30 p.m. Irvington Town 
Hall Theater, 85 Main St. Proceeds will benefit 
the non-profit women’s rights organization 
Equality Now. Info: Riversedgetheatreco@gmail.
com orwww.riversedgetheatre.com.

Rivertown Runners: 
The Rivertown Runners 
group runs multiple 
times throughout the 
week. The weekend 
group runs on the 
Rockefeller State Park 
Preserve carriage trails. 
For more informa-
tion please visit www.
rivertownrunners.org or 
follow us on Facebook. 

All are welcome. 

Irvington Running Meetup: Group meets 
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in 
touch and have fun. Beginning runners always 
welcome. Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-
running-Meetup/.

Healthy Life Series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related sub-
jects as well as health screenings and support 
groups. Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Children’s programs 
at the libraries: Stories, 
rhymes, crafts and songs 
for children of various 
ages at Tarrytown’s War-
ner Library and Irvington 
Public Library. For War-
ner, call 631-7734 or visit  
warnerlibrary.org. For 
Irvington, call 591-7840 
or visit irvingtonlibrary.
org.

Elmsford Little League: Baseball and softball 
players between the ages of five and 16 from 
the Sleepy Hollow Junior Horsemen are invited 
to register for the Spring 2020 season. Info: 
elmsfordlittleleague.org. 

Sunday 9

Feeding Fun: It’s mealtime for the animals on 
Feb. 9 and 29, 1 to 2 p.m. at the Greenburgh 

Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale/ Info: 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org or 723.3470. 
Free for Center members, $8 for non-members.

 Saturday 15

Winter Birds: 1 to 2 
p.m., Greenburgh Nature 

Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale/ View a va-
riety of birds from the live animal museum. Info: 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org or 723.3470. 
$5 for Center members, $8 for non-members.

Sunday 16

Hibernation, Migration, Adaptation, OH MY: 
1 to 2 p.m. at the Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. Meet some of our 
native animals to gain a better understand-
ing on how they survive in winter. Info: www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org or 723.3470. $5 for 
Center members, $8 for non-members.

Monday 17

Maple Sugar at Home: 1 to 2 p.m. Participants 
will travel back in time to discover the history of 
maple sugaring with several stops along the way 
at the Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. Info: www.greenburghnaturecen-
ter.org or 723.3470. $5 for Center members,  $8 
for non-members.

Wednesday 19

REPAIR Meeting: 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Christ 
Church, 43 S. Broadway, Tarrytown to discuss 
the role of African-Americans in the Episcopal 
Church in the 19th Century. See www.repairriver-
towns.org and Facebook.com/repairrivertowns 
for more information.

Sunday 23

Build A Bigger Table: Homelessness and 
Food Insecurity: 2 p.m., Irvington Town Hall 
Theater, 85 Main St. Info: 591-6602, boxoffice@
irvingtonny.gov or http://www.irvingtontheater.
com. Free. 

Friday 28

Friends of the Irvington Library Spelling Bee: 
7 p.m., Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St. 
Info: 591-6602, boxoffice@irvingtonny.gov or 
http://www.irvingtontheater.com.

Friday 7

Native American His-
tory: From Hunter-Gath-
erers to Farmers, Native 
Americans in the Eastern 
Woodlands with Eugene 
Boesch, 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., every Friday 
in February at Shames 
JCC on the Hudson, 371 
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. 
For program information 

and registration visit the Welcome Desks or call 
366-7898. Please register by Feb. 4. 

Saturday 8

Comedy Night: 8 p.m., Temple Beth Abraham 
25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. For more information 
and to purchase tickets, visit: bit.ly/TBACom-
edyNight.

Religious 
Institution 
Programs

Galleries/Art
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Westchester 
Symphonic Winds 
Contrasts |  
Sunday 2/9  
3 p.m., Tarrytown Mu-
sic Hall, 13 Main St. 
Info: 631-3390 Ext.100 
or tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Amazing Grace | Wednesday 2/12  
Rivertown Film presents the film: Amazing Grace.  
8 p.m., Nyack Center. 

Cowspiracy |  
Tuesday 2/4 
Cowspiracy: The Sustain-
ability Secret: 7 p.m. Host-
ed at and in collaboration 
with Warner Library, 
TEAC, Tarrytown Environ-
mental Advisory Council, 
has planned a monthly 
series of environmental-
themed films.

Health/ 
Wellness

Other EventsBook Clubs

Other Live  
Entertainment

Music Events

Kids

Film

Check out the complete Happenings directory for February online: thehudsonindependent.com/events and post your own event



Friday 14

Clothing Closet: February 14 from 5 to 7 p.m., 
Feb. 15 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Christ Episcopal 
Church & San Marcos, 43 S. Broadway, Tar-
rytown. Info: 631-2074.

Events at the Dobbs Ferry 
Public Library, 55 Main St., 
Dobbs Ferry. Info: 693-6614, 
dobbsferrylibrary.org.

Monday 3

Write from the Heart: 
The creative writing 
workshop: Feb. 3, 10 
and 24 from 10 a.m. to 
noon.

Tuesday 4

Comedy Open Mic: 
Hosted by Tim Deery at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday 5

Long Term Care Planning: 7:30 to 9 p.m. Reg-
istration is required. 

Saturday 8

Friends of the Library Program: A Valentine 
Pop-up Holiday Sale, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Thursday 13

A romantic comedy movie: High Fidelity, 8 p.m.

Wednesday 19

Owl Pellet Dissection: 3 to 4 p.m. Registration 
is required. 

Saturday 29

Martial Arts Movie Mayhem: The Last Dragon, 
2 p.m. 

Events at the Irvington  
Public Library, 12 South  
Astor St. Info:  591-7840,  
irvref@wlsmail.org or  
www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Adult Programs

Art Exhibit: Irvington High School students will 
exhibit their finest artwork in the Martucci Gallery 
throughout the month of February.

Tuesday 4

Drum Circle: Nanette Garcia, percussionist/per-
former/educator, will facilitate a community drum 
circle at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 5 

Yoga with Nicole: Stretch, breathe and relax 
with a morning of yoga on Feb. 5 and 19, 10:30 
a.m. 

Sunday 9

Civil War’s 65th NY Volunteer Infantry: 2 p.m., 
Irvington High School teacher Chris Barry will 
discuss his history of the regiment. 

Saturday 22

Toni McKeen Lecture: 2 p.m. McKeen will 
discuss the lives of Coco Chanel and Marjorie 
Merriweather Post.

Young Adult Program

Thursday 13

Valentine Cupcake Wars: How much sugar and 
spice can you whip up to win the heart of your 
beloved. . . and win the contest too? Find out at 
5:30 p.m.

Events at the Warner Library, 
121 North Broadway, Tar-
rytown. Info: 631-7734, 
warnerlibrary.org.

Tuesday 4

AARP Tax Help: 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. every Tuesday 
volunteers from AARP 
will be on hand to help 
with income tax prepara-
tion. AARP membership 
is not required.

Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret: 7 p.m. 
In collaboration with Warner Library, TEAC, 
Tarrytown Environmental Advisory Council, has 
planned a monthly series of environmental-
themed films.

Wednesday 5

Wednesday Movies: Screenings at 2 p.m., 
unless otherwise noted. This month’s schedule: 
Feb. 5, Once Upon a Time... in Hollywood 1:30 
p.m.; Feb. 12, Harriet; Feb. 19: Joker; and Feb. 
26, A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood. 

Thursday 6

Productivity Talk: 7 to 8 p.m., Getting Things 
Done, the Art of Stress-Free Productivity by 
David Allen.

Thursday 27

USA Hockey Gold Anniversary: 7 p.m., Wayne 

Coffey, author of The Boys of Winter, will discuss 
the team’s Olympic winning run in the 1980 
Winter Olympics. 

Art XO Studio: Year-
round art classes/pro-
grams for toddlers, kids, 
teens & adults. 9 Main 

St., Irvington. Info: www.artxostudio.com. 

Hudson Valley Writers Center - Courses, 
Workshops, Readings & Events: Philipse 
Manor Train Station, 300 Riverside Dr., Sleepy 
Hollow. Info: www.writerscenter.org.

RiverArts Modern Dance Classes: Taught by 
Mary Ford-Sussman. Thursdays, 12:30-2 p.m., 
Hastings Yoga, 34 Main St. Register at www. 
riverarts.org.

Men’s Club: Wednesdays 9:45 a.m., Shames 
JCC in Tarrytown. Varied speakers; free to the 
public. Call 366-7898 or visit www. ShamesJCC.
org. 

Chess Club: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Thursday each 
month, 6:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. Call 631-7734 or 
visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Hudson Lab School: After-school and full-time 
project-based elementary and middle school 
learning programs that teach life skills. Students 
apply their knowledge and innovate to create a 
life they love. 185 Old Broadway, Hastings-on-
Hudson. Info: www.hudsonlabschool.com.

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
sta� @pleasantvillebooks.com

Come browse our selection of 
hand-selected books, 

unique cards and more! 
Open seven days a week. 

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR

MAXIMUM.
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Valentine Cupcake 
Wars | Thursday 
2/13  
Irvington Public Library, 
5:30 p.m. How much 
sugar and spice can you 
whip up to win the heart 
of your beloved. . . and 
win the contest too?

Friends of the Irvington Library Spelling Bee 
Friday 2/28  7 p.m., Irvington Town Hall Theater, 
 85 Main St. Info: 591-6602, boxoffice@irvingtonny.
gov or www.irvingtontheater.com.

Ongoing

Senior Benefits Information Center 
(SBIC):  

Wednesdays vfrom 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. a trained 
counselor from SBIC is on hand at the Warner 
Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at the Reference 
Desk or call 631-7734. To ask questions out-
side regular counseling hours call 231-3260.

Senior Van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hollow 
Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.

Hot Lunch: Plus other activities Monday to 
Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood House 
in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution $3. Call 
330-3855.

The Neighborhood House

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown. Call 631-0205 to 
register for programs, which is required. 

Greenburgh Nutrition Program: See Hot 
Lunch above.

Computer Class: 11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).

Yoga on the Chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays.

Tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.

Senior Canteen: informal social group, 1 p.m. 
Thursdays.

Movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Mah Jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Bridge and Card Club: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Tarrytown Senior Center

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation is 
$15.

Exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.

Nickel Bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays.

Book Club: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.

Ongoing 

It Takes a Village 10591: Seniors meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. at The Reformed Church of the Tarry-
towns, 42 N. Broadway. The program includes 
a speaker, conversation, and refreshments. All 
are welcome. Call 914-222-5116 or visit www.
itav10591.org.

Senior 
Happenings

The Dobbs 
Ferry Public 
Library

Irvington  
Public Library

Tune into INDY TALKS, The Hudson  
Independent’s monthly cable TV interview 
show. This month, our guest is Sleepy Hol-
low Mayor Ken Wray, who talks about the 
growth of his village because of major riv-
erfront developments, how the village is 

handling climate change threats and the village’s diverse 
population heading into the 2020 Census. The show airs 
on Cablevision channel 75 and Fios channel 34 within 
the Town of Greenburgh each Friday of the month at 9:30 
a.m., 3:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. It is also available 24/7 
on our web site and Facebook page. 

INDY TALKS

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream 
Friday 2/28-3/21  
At Lyndhurst, 650 S. 
Broadway, Tarrytown. 
Info:: https://www.
showclix.com/event/a-
midsummer-night-s-
dream-2020.

Warner  
Library
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by Barbara Moroch

“Any time there is a community need, we 
have been there to lend a hand and help 
our neighbors,” said Lesa Dalton, Associate 
Executive Director of the Family YMCA at 
Tarrytown. Indeed, the Y’s roots go back to 
1903, and since that time, the organization 
has been a mecca of sorts, offering a variety 
of programs and resources for the whole 
family — from wellness and enrichment 
programs for people of all ages, to support-
ing local schools by offering affordable af-
terschool care. 

“In fact, approximately 80 percent of the 
school age children participating in our 
Tarrytown School Age Childcare Program 
receive financial assistance from the Y,” 
Dalton noted.

Youth development is an integral part of 
the Y, with services and programming that 
run the gamut from daycare to afterschool 
programs, summer camps, dance, aquatics, 
and enrichment programs. One of the Y’s 
most important community collaborations 
is Healthy Kids Day in which non-profit 
organizations and local businesses unite to 
help raise awareness of issues important to 

families, including health, nutrition, physi-
cal fitness, and safety. 

“It also introduces families to special 
YMCA programs and activities that en-
courage them to spend more time play-
ing and interacting with one another and 
less time using computers and television,” 
Dalton said. Healthy Kids Day will be held 
this year on April 25, in collaboration with 
the Tarrytown Rotary’s Duck Derby in Pa-
triot’s Park.  

But that’s just the start of the Y’s com-
mitment to the community. “We offer free 
swim lessons to local students, and support 
other non-profit organizations by donating 
programs and services like a Y membership 
for their annual fundraisers,” said Dalton. 
The Y also hosts an annual fundraiser, the 
Y Masquerade Ball, to honor area residents 
who have made a lasting contribution to 
the community.  

Neighbors helping neighbors
The Y takes pride in helping others in 

times of need. “For example,” Dalton ex-
plained, “we recently got involved in help-
ing the local Abbott House in Irvington, 
which houses and cares for 51 refugee chil-

dren that have come to the U.S. 
without their parents. We start-
ed off collecting basic necessities 
for the children who vary in age 
from infant to 17, hosted them 
for a fun-filled day of swimming 
and dancing and pizza party 
last June, and we tried to make 
their December holidays a little 
brighter by collecting gifts for 
them.”

There has been talk about the 
Y moving to a new location, 
something that Dalton has con-
firmed is in the works, although 
the location has not yet been 
decided. “The building we are 
in now is over 100 years old 
and, although our location will 
change, our mission will not,” 
she said. “We want to move to 
a location that is better for everyone and 
continue with our mission of youth devel-
opment, healthy living and social responsi-
bility for the community, regardless of the 
ability to pay.”

Family YMCA at Tarrytown is an inde-
pendent local 501©3 organization; fund-

ing is generated from membership fees, 
program income, donations and grants. 
Membership dues help offset the cost of 
the Y’s operational expenses, but they rely 
heavily on support from the community 
to be able to fulfill its mission. For more 
information and to donate, visit www.
ymcatarrytown.org.

The Family YMCA at Tarrytown: 
A Valued Community Resource

Business News

Approximately 80 percent of the school age 
children participating in our Tarrytown School 
Age Childcare Program receive financial  
assistance from the Y.



by Thomas Staudter

Fans of le jazz hot, with an emphasis on 
deep grooves and winning melodies, will 
want to head to the Irvington Theater (tick-
ets: irvingtontheater.com) on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15 to hear the Hudson Valley Elec-
tric Jazz Band, a sextet that brings together 
veteran virtuosos, younger dynamos and a 
vocalist fluent in R&B, soul and swing.

Led by drummer Jeff Weiner from Yon-
kers, the band was launched five years ago 
with an entirely different lineup than to-
day’s group, save bassist Adrian Calonico, 
an Argentinian native now living in Suf-
fern, NY. The intention from the start, said 
Weiner, was to perform updated arrange-
ments of top hits from the jazz fusion era 
heyday, which began in the late 1960s, led 
by giants like Miles Davis, Chick Corea, 
Herbie Hancock, John McLaughlin and 
Mahavishnu Orchestra.

In jazz fusion, the instrumentalists are 
plugged into amplifiers and various affects 
to widen the soundscape and intensify the 
performances. After the venerated key-
boardist Corea debuted his fusion band 
Return to Forever in 1971, he later intro-
duced the Elektric Band with guitar, reeds 
and keyboards in the frontline—a model, 
name included, for his own band, Weiner 
admitted.

At first, Weiner and Calonico worked with 
other musicians in different configurations. 
Gradually, the idea of putting together a fu-
sion band that could attract mainstream au-
diences made more sense. “I realize that the 

general public cannot listen to avant-garde 
music and jazz that is not fully harmonic 
all night long,” Weiner explained. “So, we 
brought in some incredible musicians who 
are versatile, and thought about how to 
break the sets up, add some variety.”

Two instrumentalists now featured are 
guitarist Dave Kain from Hartsdale, who is 
known for his work with saxophonists Joel 
Frahm and Noah Preminger, and multi-
reedist Tim Veeder from Harrison, NY. 
Veeder, who plays saxophones and flute, is 
a busy sideman and educator outside of the 
band. 

To find a vocalist, Weiner, now 60, trav-
eled back in time and reunited with one of 
his first bandleaders, Debbie Major, who 
fronted the popular band Street Talk around 
Westchester in the 1980s. “I remember the 
band played jazz tunes from Weather Re-
port, and also Steely Dan,” said Weiner, 
“and then do a dinner set with songs from 
Dionne Warwick. Debbie can sing it all. 
She has a great falsetto. Every night we per-
form she seems to top herself. She’ll phrase 
notes and I’ll think, ‘Where did you get that 
from?’ We’re lucky to have her in the band.”

With Major on vocals, a typical set begins 
with a few instrumentals, like Corea’s “Blue 
Miles,” and follows with Michael Brecker’s 
dynamic “African Skies” and the Yellow-
jackets’ “Revelation.” Major then leads the 
group on tunes like Anita Baker’s “Sweet 
Love” and the classy standard “Nature Boy,” 
finishing with something uptempo.

“I think our audiences come out to hear 
a certain instrumentation playing that deli-

cious vibe you get in fusion and jazz; then 
another kind of connection is made when 
vocalists join the band onstage,” said Ma-
jor. “We all bring our own style and feel for 
the music into the group, and the result is 
we generate an entirely unique coloration 
in our sound. The key is having musicians 
who can bring their experiences, talent and 
polish to the songs. We’ve developed an ex-
traordinary amount of trust in this group 
over the past several months. It’s a nice bal-
ance of personalities: we get the job done 
with maximum enjoyment in the craft.”

The newest member of the band is key-
boardist Nir Kay, 25, another Argentine, 
with Israeli parents, who resides in Yonkers. 
An educator at the Lagond Music School 

in Elmsford, where the band rehearses, he 
was recruited this fall. Kay has become the 
band’s musical director, picking out mate-
rial with Weiner and writing arrangements 
for the band members.

“From my perspective, the Hudson Valley 
Electric Jazz Band has amazing musicians, 
and they play great together, producing a 
very sophisticated sound,” said Kay, who 
also sings and leads his own group, which 
just released its first album, Run If You Don’t 
Understand. “I’m glad to be a part of it all. I 
think we are still in a transition phase, still 
trying to figure some things out. The best 
part is the mix of music we perform—every 
song is its own adventure within a recogniz-
able style.”

audience plays a huge role.”  
An independent filmmaker and theater 

director, Wolkowitz’s New York theater 
credits include Shut UP, Emily Dickinson! 
(coming to the Abrons Art Center in July, 
2020), The Ultimate Stimulus, Eleanor Is 
Sibling Challenged, and War Crimes.  Film/
TV credits include Still On The Road (PBS, 
Lincoln Center), Lightning Bugs in a Jar 
(Short Corner at Cannes Film Festival), and 
Never After (starring Gillian Anderson). 

 Founded by Ardsley couple Meghan and 
David Covington, River’s Edge Theatre 
Company (www.riversedgetheatre.com) de-
buted its first staged reading (Circle Mirror 
Transformation by Annie Baker) last Octo-
ber at Irvington Theater to a packed audi-
ence and rave reviews. Proceeds benefited 
Family to Family (www.family-to-family.
org), a grassroots nonprofit hunger and pov-
erty relief organization.

The Covingtons donate a portion of the 
proceeds from every River’s Edge play to a 
charity aligned with the theme of the pro-
duction, selecting material that “reflects the 
human experience, sparks conversation, 

and inspires social change.” In December, 
they presented “Two Truths and a Lie” — 
an interactive storytelling experience — at 
Hudson Social in Dobbs Ferry. Proceeds 
benefited the Innocence Project (www.in-
nocenceproject.org), a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to exonerate the wrongly 
convicted through DNA testing and crimi-
nal justice system reform to prevent future 
injustice. 

River’s Edge presents innovative theater 
that is both intimate and universal. “The 
Vibrator Play has the potential to make us 
think modern women have come a long 
way from the repressive Victorian era, but 

this isn’t always the case,” said Meghan Cov-
ington. “Equality Now’s mission reminds us 
that there is still a lot of work to do in terms 
of gender equality. There are many practices 
happening right now all over the world that 
our audience would consider unacceptable. 
That is why we chose to give proceeds to 
Equality Now.”

By raising funds and awareness, the con-
versation continues long after the curtain 
comes down. “This is the most important 
element,” said Wolkowitz; in addition to 
engaging the audience creatively and emo-
tionally, River’s Edge performances mobilize 
that catharsis to help others.
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Washington Irving’s Legacy: A New Exhibit at The Historical Society

Hudson Valley Electric Jazz Band: Fusion Ignition in Irvington

Continued from page 19

In The Next Room

by Charlene Weigel

The Historical Society Serving Sleepy 
Hollow and Tarrytown has a new exhibit 
as part of the 200th anniversary celebra-
tion of “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.” 
“We started planning years ago for this 
bicentennial,” said Sara Mascia, Execu-
tive Director of The Historical Society. 
“This special exhibit includes objects from 
our collection dating back to Irving’s time 
here, many of which have never been dis-
played.” The exhibit celebrates Irving’s leg-
acy on a local, regional and national basis, 
and explores the local people and events 
that influenced his writing. 

Irving first came to what is now Sleepy 
Hollow and Tarrytown in 1798 to escape 
a yellow fever epidemic in New York City. 
As a teenager, he wandered the Old Dutch 

Church Burying Ground, met survivors 
of the Revolutionary War, and heard lo-
cal legends passed down through genera-
tions. The people he met and stories he 
heard worked their way into “The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow,” published as part of 
The Sketchbook of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent in 
1819-1820. The Historical Society exhibit 
includes artifacts related to his 1798 visit, 
and his return as an adult when he bought 
a colonial farmhouse that he renamed 
“Sunnyside.”

“My favorite image is the 1858 photo-
graph that we have of Irving sitting on the 
porch at Sunnyside,” said Maura Gilroy, 
historian. “It was taken by a Dobbs Ferry 
photographer the year before Irving died. 
He looks like he is enjoying a peaceful 
afternoon reading.” The exhibit includes 
many photographs and other images of Ir-

ving’s time in the area, artifacts related to 
his experiences at the Old Dutch Church 
and Burying Ground, objects related to 
the capture of “the unfortunate Major An-
dré,” period clothing, books and more.

The exhibit also explores the impact that 
Irving and “The Legend” had on Sleepy 
Hollow, Tarrytown and America. For ex-
ample, it was Irving, not Charles Dickens, 
who popularized Christmas as an Ameri-
can holiday. “Closer to home, you can’t go 
far in either village without seeing some-
thing named for or related to Irving,” said 
Mascia. “I love the collection of objects on 
display from local schools that show his in-
fluence on every child who grew up here.” 

The Historical Society is partnering with 
Historic Hudson Valley and Professor An-
drew Burstein (Charles P. Manship Profes-
sor of History, Louisiana State University 

and author of The Original Knickerbocker: 
The Life of Washington Irving) on a liter-
ary conference exploring Irving’s legacy on 
American literature. On Friday evening, 
April 3, (Irving’s 237th birthday) there will 
be a free community-wide presentation 
by Andrew Burstein and the actor Cur-
tis Armstrong at the Sleepy Hollow High 
School Auditorium. The conference will 
take place on April 4 with noted Irving 
scholars discussing his works and legacy.  
On Sunday, April 5, the Historical Soci-
ety will offer special walking tours focus-
ing on Irving’s local inspirations. Confer-
ence details and registration information 
are available at www.thehistoricalsociety.
net.The exhibit at The Historical Society, 
One Grove Street, Tarrytown will be open 
through May. Hours and directions are 
available at www.thehistoricalsociety.net.

fairly. The integrity she expects from her 
own staff extends to the police who inves-
tigate crime. If elected, she says she would 
keep close track of potentially overzealous or 
“dirty” cops.

A former FBI agent and judge, Scarpino, 
68, is running on his three-year record to 
date. He is able to rattle off a string of im-
pressive statistics that show a major drop in 
crime. He notes that his office has branches 
in eight communities around the county 
and works hand and glove with local police 
departments, training law enforcement of-
ficers in how to deal with the victims of do-
mestic abuse and help them petition courts 

in taking weapons out of the hands of their 
abusers.

Rocah charged that Scarpino doesn’t have 
the right kind of people around him, in-
cluding lawyers with experience as defense 
attorneys, and that he does not take initia-
tives. “It’s not about him being a bad person 
or not having his heart in the right place,” 
she explained. “It’s not so much what he’s 
doing; it’s what he’s not doing.”

Both candidates have won impressive 
endorsements. When the Westchester 
Democratic Committee met at the County 
Center in White Plains on January 29 to 
endorse candidates, Scarpino eked out a 
51.6% - 48.4% win, which he touted as a 
“tremendous honor,” while she called it “a 
resounding call for change.” Rank and file 
Democrats will decide on June 23.

Continued from page 9
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